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PREFACE. 


Thb  foUowiDg  pages  oontam  the  substtmce  ol 
Letters  written  to  my  fiunUy  and  friends  auring  six 
months  which  I  passed  in  Spain ;  they  have,  however^ 
under^-oiie  ouch  alterations  as  were  noGcnaiy  to  rendiCD 
what  was  oiiginaUy  intended  for  private  mmuemeiit, 
nqt  totally  unfit  for  public  perusal  j  and  those  which 
relate  to  the  Mahomedaii  aominion,  have  been  entirely 
coii4>()sed  since  my  return.   In  addition  to  what  I  JaaYe 
borrowed  from  Ocampo,  MaMku»  and  Mariana,  I 
am  also  indebted  to  a  very  accn^te  abstract  of  the 
state  of  the  Moora  in  Granada,  written  by  Simon  de 
Argote. 

It  will  be  peroeived,  tluit  I  have  only  pnd  that 
attention  to  political  subjecto  which  the  interesting 
events,  daily  passing  before  me,  naturaUy  demanded. 
I  beUsvc,  it  will  be  found,  that  my  opmions  of  public 
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cbaractera,  of  the  nature  of  the  government,  and  of 
the  disposition  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  are 

corroborated  by  all  who  have  visited  the  Peninsula; 
and  I  feel  additional  confidence  in  the  sanction  they 
receive  from  the  able  letter  of  the  Marquis  Wellealey 
to  Mr.  Canning,  which  is  printed  in  the  Appendix. 

Tlie  traces  of  national  character  are  so  stronj^ly 
marked  on  the  inhabitants  of  Spain,  that  few  English- 
men who  have  visited  that  country,  would  find  much 
difficulty  in  delineating*  its  prominent  features*  What- 
ever opinions  we  mav  entertain  with  reer»**rt  to  domestic 
politics,  we  ail  unite  in  admiring  the  efforts  of  the 
Spanish  people*  in  their  attempt  to  liberate  themaelvea 
fiom  oppression. '  We  aH  join  in  respecting  the  manly 
firmness  with  which,  after  Tejxaitcl  reverses,  they 
continue  to  resist  their  invaders  j  in  execrating  the 
govemmeiii  which  has  so  g^rossly  abused  theii*  confi-  . 
dence ;  and  in  fervently  wishing  their  uhimate  freedom 
and  happiness. 

I  am  desirous  to  rectify  an  error  into  which  I 
hm  fidlen,  respecting  the  conspiracy  formed  in  Seville, 
to  4>vartlirow  the  centralJunta.   I  have  learnt  since 
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die  feUowing  sheets  were  printed,  that  Lord  WeUeslejr 

did  not  name  the  individual  regiments  implicated  in 
that  plot,  nor  did  he  find  it  expedient  to  communicate 
to  the  government  so  much  of  the  detail  of  that  project 
as  I  had  reason  to  believe  he  did,  &om  the  infennation 
I  uc(^uired  in  Seville.  While  I  pay  this  tribute 
to  accuracy,  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  know,  that  the  re- 
spectable authority  which  has  enabled  me  to  correct 
this  error,  has,  at  the  same  time,  confirmed  the  truth 
of  the  other  circumstances  I  have  related  respecting* 
that  conspiracy. 

In  preparing  this  work  for  the  press,  it  has 
been  my  object  to  sdect  such  materials  only,  as  I 
conceived  would  interest  and  anuise,  while  they  might 
convey  ^\ime  information.  To  myself^  amidst  many 
anxieties,  it  has  been  a  pleasing  resource  to  retrace 
the  scenes  I  had  viewed,  and  to  trsvel  over  again  the 
roads  i  had  pAssed. 

'■         JUVAT  EXHAUSTOS  ITEKARE  LABORES, 
ST  .U1.CATA  USIS  PEBCUBKER£  LITTOKA  &£MIS. 


Loadoo,  March  i>  1811. 
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LETTER  L 


1  « 


DBPAILTUBX  FR^II  BlitOI.Ain>-7OTOBH-^UftOIOII*>  ACCIDBMT— 4IGHT  09  CAPS 

ST.  VniGBMT^VlBW  QFt  LAOOS— flT.  UIGAK— FUVT  BOUKD  lOB.  tamUiim, 

...  I        •  ■  . 

OH  BOARD  THB  MBAAOOAs       MUSS  M.  W.  OV  THB 
BOCK  or  LISBON,  II  8BPT.  l809< 

r  Srr  down,  in  sj^te  of  Ae  roUuig  of  the  tbap,  to  b^jin  a 

letter,  which  I  shall  finish  at  intervals,  and  have  in  readiness  to  send 
you  by  any  vessel  we  may  uitet,  or  shall  forwaid  k  ihc  fii-st  inomeut 
of  my  arrival  at  Cadiz  ;  wliich,  if  the  wind  continue  in  its  present 
favourahle  state,  wUl  I  liopi  he  within  two  or  three  days.  After 
i^'aitiiig  a  few  hours  -v^-ithout  the  Needles  for  the  Crescent  to  join  us, 
we  followed  the  fleet,  under  convoy  of  the  Nymphe  frigate,  conaist* 
ing  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  sail  of  vessels,  bound  to  Spain  and  Por- 
tngaL  The  wiod  was  &vourable,  and  the  weather  remarkably  fine,  till 
we  got  off  Plymouth,  when  it  began  to  rain  and  blow  v«ry  violentlj. 
Having  been  detained  hy  the  fleet,  which  was  to  wait  off  that  port 
tiD  j<»ned  by  some  odier  veasda,  and  thinking  the  thvee  dups,  the 
Ann»  ^  Crescent,  and  Soiagoeaa,  of  soflidMit  force  to  protect  ns 
fiom  capture,  I  ^tenniDed  to  proceed  without  waiting  for  convoy. 
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TRm  mnds  vnxe  tuffideatly  frvcnuable  for  three  days  to  ceny  its 
acrofls  the  Im^  of  Biscay,  but  too  mudh  to  the  westward  to  enable  as. 
to  westher  Cape  Fiaistena :  the  sea  was  so  agitated  that  it  prodnoed 
iiAneis  in  the  General,  Don  Ramon,  and  Mr.  Ridout. 

Hie  wind  becoming  still  more  westerly,  we  eould  not  ^et  round 
Cape  Fliilsterre,  and  were  heatings  about  for  three  days  betwixt  that 
point  and  Caj»e  Ortegal  ^^  irlKK^t  making  any  progress.  On  the  8th 
we  had  a  most  tremeiitlon^  storm  the  whole  day  and  greixt  part  of 
the  night;  the  ship  rolled  most  violently,  and,  to  use  the  sailors 
language,  "  we  shipped  a  sea."  To  add  to  our  misfortunes,  in  the 
height  of  the  storm,  and  in  a  dark  ni^t,  the  Suigeoa  of  the  ship 
was,  by  the  rolling  of  the  vessel,  thrown  with  sucli  force  from  the 
sky-light  over  the  cabin  against  one  of  the  quarter-deck  guns,  that 
both  the  bones  of  one  of  his  legs  were  broken  a  little  above  the  ancle. 
Yon  may  jai%e  of  the  disixess  ws  were  thrown  into  by  thu  nnfor- 
tonate  accident,  when  you  oonaider,  dnt  in  the  midBt  of  the  diffi- 
culties snrronnding  iis^  we  had  no  smgical  aestBtsnce  at  hand,  the 
Ann  haifing'  parted  finom  vs  in  the  ^de ;  and,  indeed,  had  she  been 
in  company,  the  sea  ran  too  high  to  admit  her  afibrding  us  the  ud 
of  her  Suigeon.  The  young  roan  bom  his  sufferings  with  fortitude ; 
and  when  kid  in  a  cot,  gave  the  necessary  directions  with  great  cool- 
ness. 1  wds  ameions  the  bones  shonid  be  set  immediately ;  bat  as  a 
swelling  vcrv  soon  took  place,  he  determiiiefl  to  defer  it  till  the  next 
day  :  cold  applications  were  a[)plied,  to  lessen  the  inflammation,  and 
he  slept  well.  The  next  morning  he  prepared  the  proper  bnndages 
^•ith  his  own  hands,  and  gjwe  directions  respecting  the  mode  ot"  rc- 
dnciiig  the  fiacture*    Under  his  iiistructions  the  operatiou  was  per- 


LETnCRS  FROM  SPAIK.  9 

formed  so  aocoratcly,  even  by  jxirsons  previously  ignonuit  of  the  busi- 
ness, that  he  i«  now  as  well,  aiid  as  iikei)-  to  recover,  as  if  the  best 
iurgeon  had  heeu  einpioyed. 

We  have  had  fair  wind  ever  since  yesterday  morning,  and  are 
at  this  time  (fori  began  tins  letter  three  hours  ago)  v^  near  lisboD, 
rattning  along  die  coast  of  Portugal  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  boor 
and  hope  to  readi  Cape  St.  Vincent's  this  evening  if  the  winjl 
fiODtuiue  as  fiivouiable  as  it  is  at  this  moment.  You  can  acaMciy 
ooneetve  the  great  ditfwenoe  that  has  tyhen  ptaea  ia  onr  loalai 
and  spints  siaioa  the  md  ehangad:  whila  m  wm»  heating  about 
between  Gipa  Orti^  and  Gepe  Iliusteife,  aU  wai  glMn  and 
nehmchofy  j  mm  evny  one  b  alert,  active,  and  as  Ihll  of  eii{<^ 
ment  as  the  narrow  confines  of  ow  floatiiig  hab&tatiiiii  v/SBl  pe^ 
rait  I  have  fiMOid  G^ieral  Viroes  a  most  intensting  and  inteOigent 
eonpanion ;  and  I  have  die  pleasure  of  constant^  oonvening  widi 
bim,  as  far  as  my  progress  in  the  Spanish  language  will  aOov.  Don 
Ivanioii  aiid  Don  Pedro,  witll  Air  Riduut,  have  proved  a  valuable 
addition  to  our  society,  and  excepting  the  stt>rm,  the  co!itrar>' 
Avinds  od  Coninna,  and  the  Surg-eon's  distressing  accident,  wo  have 
passed  the  time  better  than  could  be  expected  oo  board  a  sbip»  even 
witii  all  our  present  accommodatidiia. 

SEPT.  12,  7  o'clock,  morning. 
We  have  had  very  quick  sailing  all  night,  and  are  now  close  to 
Cape  St.  Vincent's,  with  a  wind  that  affbrds  us  tlie  expectation  of 
seeing  Cadiz  to-monow  morning.  At  the  extremity  of  the  Gape, 
finmi  which  we  are  now  only  a  mile  distant,  stands  a  laige  Convent, 
htult  of  white  stone.   The  conntiy  roimd  appears  vety  barren ;  not  a 
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tree  is  to  be  seen  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  coast.  The  rock# 
ttie  strikingly  pictureeque,  but,  as  far  as  I  can  j/oAg^  not  higher  lham. 
diose  of  Portland. 

10  o'clock. 

We  are  now  ahreast  of  die  town  of  Lagos,  near  enoof^  to  see 
die  ooontry,  wbidi  is  covaied.with  vnwyaidSf  and  appamidy  ihicldf 
peoplBd.  The  dnuches  and-houaee  are  all  white;  and,  by  the  flat 
-rooft  and  tmreta  seem  in  the  style  of  Moorish  ardntectnie.  Tiun 
are  several  oonventi  in  aight,  aud  a  prodigious  Ing^  mountain  rises  in 
<he  bad(  ground,  covered  with  woods.  From  tihe  columns  of  smoke 
asccndixig,  wc  suppose  they  are  making  charcoal,  as  I  understand  the 
cities  of  St.  Lucar  and  Cadiz  are  chiefly  supplied  with  that  article 
from  this  place. 

SEPTEMBER  14,  8  o'CLOCK,  MORNING. 

mie  last  two  days  we  liave  had  continual  calms,  aud  have  con- 
sequently made  but  little  progress.  We  are  however  now  hi  sight 
of  St.  Xtucar;.  and  our  present  fair,  though  gentle  breeze,  will  pro- 
bably carry  us  to  Cadiz  Ix-forc  night.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  small 
fleet  bound  dienoe  to  fingland,  and  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportumty 
to  transmit  this  letter  by  one  of  iStut  ships.  I  have  enjoyed  good 
health  and  spirits,  and  am  as  oomfertable  as  I  can  be,  wImi  removed 
fipom  all  the  olgects  of  my  wannest  afiections. 
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LETTER  11. 

KBFORT  or  YRB  FOUnCAL  STATB  OF  SfJkXSf,  6IVKH  BY  AM  AHBIICAII— OBNB- 
lUL  VIKVaS— ARRIVAL  AT  CADK— VU«r  IM  TKB  BAY— IMPRBISIOKS  W 
LANDINO— nmniOR  of  IHB  BOUUS'HIALLBGOa-i-WABBOWllSn  OF  THB 
CTRBBn*— ALAMBnU— COMFOnnOM  OP  TBB  BOCKB— ^IBMFLB  OF  HBB* 
CV1S&. 

CADIZ,  SEPT.  ISOQ. 

AfTBSL  donDg  mj  letter  off  SL  LncBr,  we  iciit  U  on  boaid 
one  of  ibe  tenda  bomid  to  Bn^andy  and  the  mate  wlio  oonv^d  it 
WB8  direded  to  procure  every  infonnation  in  hia  power.  When  he 
fetomed,  he  oonunvnicated  to  oa  Ihe  rqpoft  <^die  Oqitain  (an  Ame- 
rioan}  of  the  atate  of  aliuia  in  Spain,  which,  though  proceeding  from 
en  tmthority  extremdy  qneationaUe,  oocaaioned  us  at  the  time  a  good 
deal  of  uneasiness  :  he  related  that  a  battle  had  been  fought  betvi'een 
the  armies;  that  the  Spmiards  fired  only  once,  and  then  over  the 
heads  of  the  enemy,  \%lu  u  they  instantly  flud  in  all  directions,  aban- 
doning their  arms,  entirely  dispersing,  and  leaving  tlie  British  alone 
to  contend  with  the  French,  who,  being  consequently  defeated,  had 
redred  towards  Lisbon ;  that  Buonaparte  was  expected  in  Cadiz  in  a 
few  daya,  where  the  wealthy  inhabitanta  and  all  the  British  were 
wholly  oocnpied  in  cmbarkiDg  ihmr  property,  and  preparing  for  n 
femovaL 
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Toil  win  easily  suppose  ^bS»  sad  SntdBgenoe  produced  a  damp 
on  fill  OUT  Hpirits ;  the  worthy  General,  in  particular,  felt  it  in  the 
severest  manner,  and  the  calm  melancholy  marked  in  his  counte- 
nance made  me  syiii|ja[hise  with  him  sincerely  in  all  his  feelings. 
We  were  heartily  ^I;ul  ^\  hcn  the  first  hoat  from  the  shore  reached  us 
to  hear  the  whole  account  declared  a  falscluxxl,  originating  solely  in 
the  fertile  imagination  of  this  misciiievous  American. 

Of  all  the  foreigners  with  whom  I  have  been  Acquainted,  none 

>  ever  n!itaincd  a  larger  portion  of  my  respect,  I  may  almost  say  affec- 
tion, than  General  Virues  :  the  contempladve  and  bcnevoleiit  turn 
of  mind  which  he  discovered  during  the  fourteen  days  we  spent  tage- 

'  tber  in  the  narrow  indosuie  of  the  calnn  of  a  ship,  tmpreised  ^lese 
fcdin^  upon  me  in  a  manner  too  powerful  to  be  Msdily  fwgotten. 
He  entered  eariy  in  life  into  die  Anny,  and  now  at  £brty  years  of 
age  has  attmned  the  mok  of  Mnjor-Genen].  HU  whok  iBum,  how- 
ever, has  not  heen  oocnpiedin  die  services  he  has  heen  employed  in 
die  civil  department,  and  waa  at  one  period  Seaetey  to  Godoy, 
Prince  of  Peace,  and  Prime  Minister  of  Spain.  He  was  nominated 
ahout  five  years  ago  oue  of  a  Board  of  Commissioners  Jor  investigating 
the  evils  under  which  Spain  suffered,  and  tor  suggesting  rcnu dies  to 
cure  those  evils.  Much  progress  was  made  hv  the  Conimi  sioi  li  s 
in  their  investigation,  and  manv  useful  plans  were  recommended 
and  measures  adopted  to  put  thum  in  execution ;  but  the  Cabinet  of 
Madrid  was  solely  directed  by  the  Ambassador  of  France ;  and  all 
diese  well  contrived  plans  were  forbidden  to  be  adopted.  The  Gene- 
ral deaiiy  foresaw,  even  at  that  eaily  period,  every  indication  of  the 
designs  of  Fiance  upon  Spmn gfadually  devdoping:  be  saw  it  with 
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i&gaMkt  and  lietired  from  the  Court  to  the  govemment  of  &t  Lucv 
to  which  he  hai  heea  pointed. 

He  had  been  the  proteg^  and  pu^l  of  Don  Thowaa  Moria, 
who  was  Governor  of  Cadb,  and  who,  whatever  may  be  thought  of 
lue  courage  or  hb  patriodsni)  has  evuioed  bj  his  publicalions,  that 
he  is  a  good  vaAemaddaa  and  a  complete  master  of  the  theory  of 
a  soldier's  prafession.  When  BAoria  wna  called  to  Madrid,  after  the 
massacre  of  Solano  and  the  captofc  of  the  Fkcnch  ships,  Vimes  sue- 
ceeded  him  In  the  ^vcniment  of  Cadiz  ;  a  situation  where  I  can  con- 
ceive at  that  moment  there  was  occasion  for  intrigue,  conciliation, 
and  aubserviencv  to  popular  feelings,  which  General  Virues  in  the 
simplicity  and  integrity  ot  his  chiimoter  could  not  descend  to  prac- 
tise, lie  was  beloved  bv  all  who  knew  him  till  the  unfortunate 
events  at  Madrid  rendered  Morla  suspected  of  treason  to  the  cause  of 
Spain.  Virues,  impressed  with  grateful  recollections  of  early  attach* 
mentf  justified  or  rather  exculpated  the  conduct  of  his  patron,  whom 
he  supposed  to  be  an  nnwiUing  instrument  m  the  hands  of  his  superbr 
officer  when  he  agreed  to  the  capitulation  of  Madrid.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  {t»  diagnice  of  Miorla  was  -visited  on- Virues,  and  he  conceded 
so  much  to  public  feeling,  that  he  rengned  ^  command  of  Cadis 
and  went  to  England-  on  a  mission  6om  the  government  I  shall 
always  esteem  that  a  happy  event  which  threw  him  in  my  way  and 
enabled  me  to  treat  lum  vnth  those  attentions  which  are  gmteAil  to  a 
Ibreigner,  and  of  which  he  appears  very  senmble.. 

We  got  into  the  harbour  about  twelve  o'clock;  but  it  being 
the  custom  here  as  well  a.s  at  the  ports  in  the  Mediterranean,  to 
have  tlie  state  of  tlie  crew's  health  of  every  ship  accurately  a2iccr> 
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tained  before  any  intercourse  with  the  shore  ho  allowed,  we  were  Je- 
liiiiu  d  on  board  a  considerable  time,  and  should  certainly  not  have 
lauded  that  (l;iy  if  General  Yirucs  hail  not  exerted  his  influence  with 
the  Pratique  Master  and  passed  his  word  for  the  health  of  all  on 
board.  Tlieae  regtdations  appear  troublesome ;  but  such  precautions 
are  necessary  to  prevent  the  introductioa  of  die  plague  and  otlier 
ilitectiottS  diseases.  This  necessity  is  now  peculiarly  felt  from  the 
lecollectiou  of  the  dreadful  epidemic  fever  by  which  t!iis  c  ity  as  well 
as  Gibraltar,  Malaga,  and  the  adjaoent  towns  on  the  South  coast  of 
Sfiein  suffered  so  severely  a  few  years  ago. 

The  view  on  entermg  the  bay  of  Cadia  presents  the  finest  ool- 
kction  of  oljects  tbat'ean  be  conceived :  on  one  esLUnnatf  of  the  left 
point  is  sitaated  the  town  of  Bote,  a  little  fiiither  die  eastk  of  Santa 
Catalina  and  the  neat  dty  of  Santa  Maria  i  at  a  greater  instance,  on 
die  lap  of  a  lofty  hiU,  stands  Medina;  nearer  the  sea  die  town  of 
Puerto  Real  and  the  arsenal  of  diePsnacas;  and  on  the  eirtremity 
of  the  right  hand  point  of  land  the  dty  of  Oidiz.  To  add  to  the 
splendour  of  the  scene,  this  extensive  bay  was  filled  witli  the  vessels 
of  different  nations  displaying  their  respective  colours  amidst  a  forest 
of  masts.  The  whiteness  of  the  houses,  their  size  and  apparent 
cleanliness,  the  magnificence  of  the  public  edifices,  and  tbe  rieat 
and  regular  fortifications  form  together  a  most  striking  assemblage 
of  objects.  The  ground  opposite  to  Cadiz  lias  little  appearance  of 
verdure  ;  and,  except  the  vineyards  near  Santa  M aiia  and  Rota,  all 
looked  brown  and  betrren.  I  am  aware,  that  in  no  other  country  most 
I  expect  the  beautiful  verdure  of  £ngland»  which,  in  spite  of  our 
haxy  atmosphue,  enlivens  our  prospects  and  gives  them  a  richnesa 
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woA  mnety  which  I  have  looked  for  in  vain  in  Gemujf  in  America, 
and  the  West  Indian  Itlands. 

We  hinded  between  four  and  five  o'clock,  at  the  wharf  without 
ihe  Sea-gate,  amicUt  a  crowd  of  boats  which  made  it  dillicult  to  ap- 
proach the  shore.  The  precautions  of  our  friends,  wlu>  hnd  jirovidetl 
a  houae  for  our  rcaidLiice,  and  got  our  baggajre  passed  tlii  cnigli  the 
gates  with  slight  examination,  prevented  our  feeling  tljc  inconveni- 
ences usually  experienoed  at  6nt  landing  in  a  foreign  city.  After  I 
had  entered  the  gates,  and  become  a  little  reconciled  to  the  nanaeoua 
effluvia  of  oil  and  garlick,  I  was  greatly  struck  by  the  extraordinary- 
floene  around  me ;  and  could  have  imi^ned  idmost  that  I  had  nid- 
denly  been  dropped  hem  die  dondsinto  the  midft  of  a  laige  maaqne' 
lade !  the  variety  nf  draeeea  and  ciiaraetraa,  die  swarma  of  people, 
die  he^ht  and  «xtemaUy  dean  appearance  of  dM  houaee,  vnlh  dm 
cartains  drawn  acrow  from  one  aide  to  the  odier  and  the  extreme  nar- 
rowness of  the  alreets,  rendered  sdll  more  so  by  the  projecting  bal« 
ooniea  of  painted  or  ^It  iron  grating,  all  produoed  feeUnga  I  nevar 
belhre  jexperienced  and  which  no  langu  i^e  can  describe. 

We  took  possession  of  our  apartments  ami  were  quickly 
settled  :  they  are  only  one  story  from  tliti  ground,  and  with 
the  excej)tion  of  the  staircase  wliirh  is  public  and  Indecently 
filthy,  arc  tolerably  neat  and  comfortable.  The  floors  are  paved 
with  brick,  the  rooms  dark,  and  consequently  coo],  with  laige 
windows  opening  into  balconies  towards  the  street  i  which  is  so 
narrow  that  we  can  almost  shake  hands  with  our  opposite  ncigh- 
faonr.  The  fnnnture  is  not  of  the  best  kind ;  the  beds,  however, 
which  ai«  on  tressda  and  removed  in  the  day,  are  good;  and  the 
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afaeelt,  wlii^  tra  made  of  dJEoo  intfi  s  border  of  mniiUii  aboul  m 
quarter  of  a  yard  wide,  are  clean.  I  have  hitherto  liad  no  reason  te 
complain  of  ttie  heat ;  in  ftct,  it  has  not  been  warmer  than  some  of 
our  )jottest  day3  in  Enu;Iun(l.  Evcr>'  thing  here  seems  corn  i  i\  ed  to 
gxiard  ae^inst  limi ;  and  tiic  itihibiUiiiLs  arc  ccrUuuly  i,uc*jefihl'ul  in 
the  effects  pnxluct'd  hy  tlu  ir  precautions.  The  thermometer  in  my 
room  baa  varicii  only  from  7^  ti>  7^  since  our  landing. 

I  liave  vinted  who  resides  in  a  ncAAe  house.  The  ^te  at  tho 
entrance  resembles  that  of  a  church, aad  within  is  a  large  quadrwBgii>i 
W  oMHt»  paved  wiA  SMlfale ;  the  ground  floor  is  oa»i^ed  by  vnn» 
havm,  M  the  apMPtamtf  above  in  ti^ph  the  fiunily  reside  am 
tt%aBd  siwiiQaar.ym^  'of  thorn' «n  fitted  vp  Smy  splendidtyy  <» 
•  t^'apwJL  MVfeetlyy  with  ^t  nustwe  of  'Tffir'fi'^fmft  and  vst^ 
%t<wo  ItomtUnm  so  fitquaotly  to  he  oIlMrwad  on  the  ContiaeBt,  and 
wBt  jhr  fSBWVvd'froni.tho  propriety  and  oomibrt  which  idgn  throogh- 
OMt  fua  Eogli^  diPoUifg. 

'i\  ThU  hf0t  howea  h«ve  hrid^ofoen  and^atone  or  naible  sturs^ 
As  the  windows  generally  look  into  the  patio  or  court,  they  are  pri- 
VHie  Hnd  retired;  uiid  under  the  house  is  a  cistern  Avhich,  in  the 
rainy  season,  is  filled  with  water,  livery  dwelling  is  a  separate  cas- 
tle, and  capable  of  uillltiir)'  defence.  The  streets  of  this  city  are 
remarkably  weU  paved,  which  may  ui  some  measure  arise  fna^ 
there  boiog  few  or  no  wheel-carriages  to  destroy  the  pavement. 
Coaches  are  not  in  use,  aoH  moat  of  ^  atreats  are  too  narrow  to 
admit  them.  Carta  for  die  oonv^fince  of  goods  are  ahnost  unknowm 
7W  <ja]k^,  ornatives  of  CSalHde,  a  strong  and  indttstrions  raoe 
if  meoi,  ftfSam  thoie  laboriona  oecopalione  frr  whiehy  ui  other 
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tnAbs,  homia  and  carte  are  employed.  ITwie  nm,  by  the  help  of 
poles  on  their  shoulders,  remove  the  heaviest  articles  \v\i\\  the  utmost 
facility  ;  ami  being  frugal,  as  well  as  indu^ti  i  nis,  execute  their  tasks 
at  a  ycry  clie^p  rate.  They  emigTute  from  ilie  northern  province?  in 
aearch  of  employment  in  the  more  southern  parts  of  the  Fciiiiisula, 
and  ev-cry  lai^  town  is  filled  with  them :  but  a  man  £rom  any  other 
part  of  Spain,  following  the  occupation  of  a  porter,  ia  ftoni  caitoai 
called  the  Gaile^,  a  name  at  praaent  implying  the  ocei^iioQ«B  wdl 
la  die  oonntxy* 

'  TiMMgh  conaideidble  attcntifln  be  peid  to  die  ckanlinetB  ef  dk» 
■treete,  ikkm  is  dMwa  to  die  eatnuwet  <tf  die  honaea,  wliaeli  era  the 
leoeptadea  of  every  land  of  fikh;  and,  except  in  tlie  entianeea  to 
diebooaea  €»f  tiw  ikher  daea  who  keep  a  Qalkgp  conatasdy  aitting 
at  the  door,  jm  aia  aluMMt  anffiicaled  by  atMicliea  before  yon  veacb 
the  apartments. 

As  this  city  is  placed  on  a  peninsula,  at  the  tcrminaLiou  of  a  long 
sandy  isthmus,  there  is  no  ^ound  unoccupied,  and  little  can  be 
■pared  for  snnarcs.  Hie  Plaza  de  St.  Antonio  is  the  only  one 
and  is  vcTy  small;  but  being  surrounded  wltix  magnlilccnt  houses, 
and  contrasted  with  the  airaets,  (all  of  whidi  with  the  exception  ol 
a  broad  street  are  very  narrow,)  it  Ims  a  good  eflect  and  is  the 
pnndpai  reaort  of  the  inhabitanta.  To  the  ladieB  it  la  the  Afall ;  to 
the  merohanta  die  aschange  i  and  to  the  dioeia,  the  parade.  The 
Alaneyda,  or  piddle  mSk,  ia  very  beatftifol;  alwaya  diy  aadcr  loot 
and  ftunialied  with  good  inaiUe  aeats  on  bodi  aideai  being  doae  to 
die  aea,  the  tnei  do  not  duife,  and  indeed  aflbfd  very  litde  aliade  t 
the  cool  tea  breesa  is  howaver  enjoyed  towarda  ctvenlng,  and  die 
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walk  is  then  crowded  with  the  best  company  the  city  contains.  The 
whole  of  the  ramparts,  which  surround  this  compact  city,  form  a 
series  of  agreeable  promenades ;  whence  the  prospects  of  the  hay^ 
and  the  country-  l>eyond  it,  may  be  enjoyed  to  advantage.  The  sea 
breaking  over  the  rocks,  which  surround  and  defend  tliat  part  of  the 
city,  has  in  stormy  weather  a  fine  effect,  and  gives  beauty  and  vari«ty 
to  the  scenery. 

•  These  rocks  being  of  a  very  singular  structure,  I  sliall  venture  to 
digress  a  little  in  order  to  give  a  slight  description  of  the  mode  iu 
which  they  appear  to  have  been  formed.  The  basis  of  their  compo- 
sition is  probably  j)cchstein  ;  and  in  this,  by  its  glutinous  power,  the 
shells,  pebbles,  quartz,  sand  and  marble  have  been  so  iutennixed  and 
hardened  in  the  course  of  years,  as  to  form  a  compact  kind  of  stone. 
Tliis  glutinous  matter  is  at  first  of  a  greyish-black  ;  but  ui  process  of 
time,  when  mixed  and  combined  with  other  substances,  cliangcs  into 
a  very  light  yellowish  colour :  it  possesses  so  much  tenacity,  that 
pieces  of  brick,  tiles,  chalk,  shells,  and  other  rubbish  thrown  into 
the  sea  become  incorporated  witii  it,  and  in  time  so  firmly  united 
as  to  appear  a  piece  of  solid  stone.    I  can  meet  with  no  chemist  who 

'  has  paid  attention  to  this  substance,  nor  any  book  on  the  subject ; 
but  it  appears  to  me  to  merit  the  notice  of  the  scientific ;  it  forms  an 

«  excellent  stone  for  building,  is  easily  worked,  and  very  durable. 

There  are  many  disputes  about  the  situation  of  the  celebrated 
temple  of  Hercules ;  some  writers  place  it  near  Conil,  a  small  town 
on  the  coast  between  this  city  and  Gibraltar ;  otliers  at  tlie  mouth 
of  the  river  Sauti  Petri,  which  is  one  of  the  embouchures  of  the 
"water  of  the  bay  of  Cadiz ;  others  maintain  that  it  wns  at  Cadiz,. 
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and,  in  proof  of  lihar  opuuon,  point  oat  fingments  of  nuiis  lying  off 
town,  (viaiUe  whsn  the  m  is  nnootli  and  llie  tide  Icm,')  whidi 
they  aBsert  ara  the  irestSges  of 'diet  indent  edifice ;  while  th(»e  who 

oppose  that  opinion,  call  these  ruins  the  remains  of  ancient  Cadiz. 
One  fact  muy  however  be  asLcrtained,  both  l>y  these  rains  and  the 
general  appearance  of  the  shore,  that  the  sea  in  this  quarter  has  in 
tlie  course  of  ages  gain*  *!  considerably  on  the  land,  and  that  the 
peniiuula  on  which  Cadiz  stands  was  formerly  much  lar^r  than  it 
18  at  pceaent  It  is  asserted,  by  some  accurate  obaen  ers,  that  \\  hile 
the  sea  v^ithout  the  streights  of  Gibraltar  has  incroached  on  tlie  land, 
it  has  xeceded  praportioiiably  on  the  coast  of  Spun  within  tha 
atreights,  especially  at  Mahgpt  and  CsrihagMwu 
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The  cIImEte  of  Spain  at  this  aeason  is  delighdtil  and  cer- 
tainly tends  to  impfBVQ  ihe  spirits.  Ibe  air  is  dry  aod  dear,  not- 
mthstanding^  we,«»«ulfOtaided  bf  water ;  beat  ia  not  taaemwti 
die  thenttometpr  aeldotal  ^dsckiiiSt^fOijaiA  th^  walk  inilie  ev«Dtog 
by  the  aea  ai^e  moat  refreahiiig  and  cool,  Hie  mode  off  living  is  aim 
faTouiable  to  health  and  eigoyineiiit,  friuta  and  vi^gefablea  fonn  the 
prindpal  food  iven  at  tkt  best  tablea;  and  thou^  a  apecies  of 
cookery  approaching  to  Frendij  is  mtroduoed  at  Cbdis,  it  is  ao  com- 
Uned  mth  diat  whidi  la  purely  Spani&h,  that  the  difference  ia 
acan^ly  to  be  diatingaiahed.  Very  little  wine  is  drank  during  din- 
ner, and  immediately  afterwards  the  gentlemen  retire  to  coffee  \\ith 
the  ladies.  The  hahits  of  the  Spaniards  arc  very  temperate  and 
frugal,  so  far  as  regards  the  table  and  the  furniture  of  their  houses; 
hut  they  keep  a  much  greater  number  of  domestic  servants  than 
^mihes  of  the  same  description  in  England. 

In  their  dress  and  personal  omamente  both  the  men  and  women 
are  very  exfaavagant,  especially  the  latter ;  and  I  am  told  that  the 
money  expended  on  a  lady'a  silk  stockings  and  ahoea  alone  (for  they 
never  walk  oat  t«rioe  in  the  same)  ia  enoimoiM.   Ganuog  fbcms  die 
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principal  amusement,  and  is  carried  to  a  very  censurable  extent  in 
some  of  the  pri\'ate  houses,  where  parties  meet  regubrly  every  ni^ht 
and  play  for  large  sums  ut  games  of  hazard.  The  giime  now  in 
yogae  is  called  Monte,  a  species  of  lansquenet,  but  more  complicated, 
fequiiing  little  skill  and  played  for  any  som  the  parties  may  ch\ise 
to  stake,  provi<Ied  it  dow  not  exceed  tbe  amoant  in  the  bank  :  it  it 
^ickly  deeidad  and  conaoqaendy  the  more  dangavow.  Anothar 
game,  called  '*  Facade*'  in  plain  Eii§^»b  Sb,  is  also  much  pnac* 
tiiad :  it  well  daienres  its  name,  fiir  tlie  deciaion  ia  ao  vaiy  mpid  that 
moaey  to  a  laige  amoont  may  be  speedily  gained  or  lost  without  the 
lEj^taat  eiGMKate  of  the  mind.  At  such  partiea  Ihe  quantity  of  gold 
and  silvNT  vpntA  on  ths  tafala  ia  aatoniahiiig;  and  the  rapidity  wtA. 
tvhich  it  paaaaa  firom  ona  poaaeaaor  to  another  stiikiiigly  exemplifiea 
tLi  uncertainty  of  a  ganfCBtar^a  waakfa.  I  ondentand  that  whist, 
back-jj;amni<)ii  and  chess,  are  unknown  among  tlie  Spanlurdh  :  they 
pro!)ai)ly  do  not  possess  sufficient  stimuhis,  and  require  more  men- 
tal" exertion  than  is  congenial  with  the  dlspoMition  of  the  people. 
One  of  the  chief  amusemeDts  of  the  higher  class  of  inhabitants  ia 
the  theatre,  and  as  the  performance  begins  early  and  continues  only 
nboot  librae  hours,  it  does  not  interfere  with  the  more  aariooa  boei* 
nam  of  gaming  whick  uauqlly  oondbidea  the  night. 

Hie  tint  tSnufr  I  viiSled  the  d&aatre  the  principal  perfimnaoea  vaa 
a  Spanish  opera }  a  apeciea  of  entertainment  rather  tirasome  even  in 
England,  where  every  vaiiely  of  decoration  and  machinery  ia  libof* 
rally  fomtshed,  where  the  mnaii:  ia  good,  the  dresaea  tastefid,  and 
the  language  famiKarto  the  ear;  hut  in  this  place,  where  all  theaa 
Requisites  are  waoudng,  I  should  have  found  it  a  very  unsads 
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mode  of  paamng  my  time,  if  die  company,  the  novelty  of  the  scene 
and  the  varied  dresses  of  the  spectators,  had  not  in  some  measure 
compensated  its  want  of  Interest. 

The  house  is  not  well  calculated  for  hearing ;  it  is  long  and  nar- 
row ;  the  sta|^  still  narrower  than  the  rest  of  the  theatre.  There  b 
no  galleiy  for  the  lower  order  of  the  people,  and  few  of  them  ever 
attend  a  species  of  amusement  for  which  they  appear  to  have  no 
taste ;  die  people  in  Spain  unifonnly  preferring  a  bull-fight  or  leli- 
^ons  prooemoa  to  any  theatrical  representation  of  life  and  man- 
ners* 

Every  part  of  die  house  is  (»tvate  property  except  one  bench  in 
front  of  the  boxes,  which  is  die  resort  of  those  who  have  no  seats 
of  their  own.  Alost  of  the  respectable  femilies  have  a  box  to  them* 
sdves,  and  mngk  men  a  place  in  the  pit  j  diese  are  all  numbefed, 
and  the  seats  turned  tip  and  locked,  so  that  without  the  key  no  one 
can  make  use  of  them  however  crowded  the  house  may  be.  In  the 
fit)nt,  and  consequently  at  tlie  greatest  distance  from  the  stage,"  ia 
tlie  box  for  the  cabildo  or  city  magistrates,  but  its  situation  is  sr. 
remote  that  nothing  can  be  heard  distinctly  even  with  tlic  most  pain- 
ful attention.  The  stage-box  belongs  to  the  Grovernor,  into  which 
all  British  Officers  are  at  present  admitted.  I  had  heard  die  Spanish 
ila«wJ«g  ao  highly  spoken  of  that  I  expected  a  much  greater  gratifi- 
cation dian  I  enjoyed  from  seeing  didr  fe.voiiiite  dance  the  Volero; 
tome,  it  appeared  lar  inferior  in  graoe  and  expresnon  to  many  p^ 
fbcmaiices  of  a  ainular  nature  which  I  have  seen  bodi  in  Xiondon  and 
at  <^»era  houses  on  die  Continent.  Almost  every  man  in  the  dieatre 
vrore  a  uniform ;  but  had  an  hundred  thouaand  men  been  collected 
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from  the  difTercnt  EurupcLiu  iirmies,  the  officers  could  aoi  have  exhi- 
bited a  greater  variety  of  drcases  than  was  displayed  in  this  jiLirrow 
compass;  every  one  sccins  to  wear  Ins  dress  accordin<j^  to  his  own 
faiicv,  and  deems  it  sufficieui  iC  it  he  military^  without  regarding  its 
similarity  to  others  of  the  same  corps. 

Adjoiaing  the  theatre  there  is  a  suite  of  coffee-rooms,  where  ail 
lands  of  reireshmente  are  prepared  for  the  csompaQy.  In  these.apart- 
•nuMtitB  the  ladim  are  seen  driuking  sangre,  or  ioed  vnnter,  and  th<» 
gentkmen  are  employed  in  smoaking  their  segarv^.a  pjractice  wluch 
ia  carried  to  a  disgnsdng  ezoeqa. 

The  mode  of  ntttuig>  aftn-  a  first  mtrodndion^  U  veej  easy  and 
fikiniliar :  yon  jnay  enter  ilie  house  at  any  hour,,  and,  withoot  being 
amionnoed,  praoeed  tp  the  apartmepts  of-the  fiunily,  irheve  yon  g^M^ 
rally  meet  agreeaUe  company*  Oi^  thsse  ocoaaioiis  refte^hments  ar? 
.seldom  diatiftuted  heyoad  a  glass  of  iced  water,  or  a  vny  cool 
liqoor,  called  agrace,  composed  of  the  juice  of-unripe  grapes,  oool$4 
with  ice,  and  sweetened  mth  sugar.  The  visit  is  always  paid  to  the 
lady  of  the  house,  who  is  constantly  dressed  to  receive  company. 
Senora  ,  at  whose  house  I  most  frequently  visit,  is  a  fine  wo- 
man, has  a  large  family,  dresses  well,  talks  a  good  deal,  aud  is 
^nerally  surrounded  with  visitors  ;  indeed,  dress,  cards,  aud  occa- 
hiocally  music,  form  the  principal  pursuits  of  tile  ladies. 

T  iiui!5t  not  omit  to  mention  one  occupation  in  which  they  pass 
a  large  portion  of  their  time.  They  doily  frequent  the  churches,  yet 
I  fear  their  religious  ceremonies  are  performed  rather  with  a  view  to 
amuse  than  instruct  They  kneel,  it  is  true,  hefore  the  altar,  or  hum- 
hie  thomadTes  before  the  image  id  some  saint— lisp  a  few  piayen--* 
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count  fheir  beads  to  ascertain  the  number  is  correct,  but  depart  with 
little  of  thai  reli^ous  feeling  so  necessary  for  the  tegiiktioa  of 
iivbrt^ny  conduct.  ^ 

The  walking  dress  of  tiie  women,  from  the  Dutchess  to  the  ser- 
vant maid,  is  entirely  black,  which  givks  ah  appearance  of  eqtiality, 
«md  renders  it  dlfficnH  to  distinguish  one  ranlt  ftotn  another.  In  their 
homes  ^ey  tluDAv  aside  the  maniUlAj  w  ¥eil,  and  i|[ipe&r  ia  thfeir 
"dits^  itaah  fike  the  EngKsh  ladle*,  hutt  ^i^^b^iiaM       kbe  kad 

unattended  j  nor  iirit  deemed  bdecMOlii  !fiilt  ^ete  ho  enter  ike  odbe- 
ibctaiis,  at  ^  ^OAltte,  kUa  Mfit«Aiiieiite  by  ttUfmaelvta.  Last 
night  ibitlilmtt  oF  W:-^  liii  at  ^vste  pttty, 

cnie  iittbjdtt  4Mfeit^M6m'«d^«/        my  sidl>^  ^^UtUgB,  ^AiMlaA 
giUB  nf  teed  t^etb^,  and,  tt^  «flferin|p  ttb  A  Mt  M     Bmc  Wli^b- 
diort^  tttcept  itl  murfoed  tblaitT  pkDfe         10it«tk%.  Thus 
you  see^  in  Spain,  the  Wonien  possess  nearly  as  much  liberty  as  Mrs. 
•  Wollstonecraft  emild  have  wished;  but,  I  believe,  the  cause  of  nlo- 

rals  and  douiesiic  happiness  derives  no  '^eat  advanta^r  from  this  in- 
depondeuce  of  the  female  sex.  So  far  as  I  cah  leani,  the  state  of 
education  here  is  intolerably  bad  ;  and  the  edUcadon  of  women  is,  if 
pOBMUe,  more  defective  than  that  of  the  men  :  a  little  reading  and 
writing  is  qidti^  tk»  much  ba  the  ladies  are  expected  to  iicquire,  and  if, 
by  chance,  tfafe^  dtn  talk  a  little  bnften  Pltehch,  it>u  ^ie  summit  of 
their  aeqniitements.  ISiis  is  the  •  case  generaily,  bat  idiere  are  some 
IT  few  ekoeptiobs.  Ihavle  «een  tTM»,  the  wifeof  GetMn^Vtrnea  and  her 

mother  Senoi^  Bmfiidio,  both  of  whom  are  aooomjdished,  intdfi* 
jgeut,  and  interesting  women:  ^  mddier  passed  the  early  part  cd? 
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Ber  life  at  &e  Court  of  Madiid,  where  ahe  beeame  acquainted  witk 
iJie  ififfieieiit  Eng^B^  employed  at  that  capital  in  diplomatic  aqpaci- 
iSes :  the  daa^ter  isa  verybeontifiil  woman,  many  years  younger  thaa 
her  husband,  and  is  very  much-attached  to  him ;  she  has  suffered  a 
great  deal  from  Ins  misfortunes,  and  his  absence  in  England.  Tliis 
excellent  family  is  gone  to  Seville,  where  I  expect  frequently  to  enjoy 
its  society,  unless  the  General  should  he  iiumediutely  oidflnd  off  tOk 
join  the  army,  of  which  there  is  some  expectation^ 
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LETTER  IV. 

MARKKIi  rONVKNT  OF  ST.  JtAN  DE  PIOS  FRIAn  PWFACHTNG  HIS  SKRNJON 

—CATHEDRAL  PICTURES  OULU  AND  SlCVEtt  <  KN  \MFNTs — LNTIMJ^HED 

CATHEDRAL  CONVENT  OF  CAPUCHINS          ITS    KXCELLENT    PICTURES  — 

PRACON's  blood  TR££ — SCARCITY  OF  GOOD  WATER. 

CADIZ,  S£rT.  1809. 

Yestebday,  ihoi^  SandAy,  iAna  market  tm«  exceaaively 
crowded,  espedally  ihe  fish  and  vegetable  markets ;  llie  latter  was 
supplied  mth  a  surprising  pralusioD  of  every  thing  in  aeason.  Garlick 
in  this  place  is  a  most  important  article,  and  is  sold  in  strings  three  or 
four  yarda  long,  which  are  piled  in  atadcSk  The  market  also  abounded 
witibi  oni^yiB,  grapes,  mel<nis,  pumpkins,  turnips,  carrots,  and  celery 
of  a  prodigious  thickness.  The  consumption  of  meat  in  this  dty  is 
very  small,,  and  the  Httb  omisumed  is  of  a  veiy  inferior  quality.  The 
poorer  and  middle  class  of  people  live  principally  on  fruits  and  vege» 
tables,  A\  ith  fish  which  is  sold  fried  in  oil,  at  shops  m  different  pai'ts 
of  the  towT!. 

I  went  to  (lie  Convent  of  St.  Juan  dc  Dios,  where  a  filar  was 
preacluitg  in  the  ([uadnuii^le,  acl)uiinng  the  church,  to  a  congrcgcjtion 
standinj^  under  the  shade  of  the  arches ;  his  address  was  cither  ex- 
tempore or  from  memory,  I  believe  the  latter ;  it  was  pronounced  with 
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delibeiation  and  saknuii^,  but'  apparently  without  feeling :  lus  oIh 
jecfc  was  to  shew  the  dignity,  patience,  and  virtue  of  die  blessed 
Viigin ;  he  drew  a  parallel  faetweoi  her  maternal  love  and  that  of 
other  mothers,  which  was  mora  ingenious  than  solid.  He  con- 
ducted his  audience  to  Calvary,  and  expatiated  on  the'  sorrows  Avhich 
slic  must  have  felt  at  the  sufferings  her  son  endured,  mid  handled 
this  part  of  the  subject  with  lolcrahle  skill  and  effect ;  no  moral 
imj)rovement,  however,  was  attempted  to  be  di-awn  from  the  ex- 
ample t>t  litr  sonows,  it  boint^  left  to  the  hearers  thein-^elves  to  mal<e 
tlie  pracLieai  application  of  tlie  story.  If  the  few  sermons  preached 
in  Spain  be  of  this  description,  and  the  pulpit  merely  made  use  of  to 
hbUBOn  the  supposed  sxifferings  or  virtues  of  the  Saints,  without  incul- 
eating  that  moral  and  -devout  conduct  so  essentially  ncoessaij  to 
human  happiness,  the  state  of  religion  and  mocalitjr  must  be  at  a  very 
low  ebb  indeed  in  this  country.  Mass  was  celebrated  in  die  chutdi 
of  die  eomTent,  which  was  more  crowded  than  the  quadrangle  in 
i^ch  the  friar  was  preadiing..  We  -visited  some  other  churches, 
\vh/aK  mass  was  perfinming  to  rather  diin  oongregadons.  The 
dtudies  are  all  superbly  ifitted'  iqp,  and  adorned  widi  rich  oma^ 
ments  of  gold  and  silver,  and  with  good  paintings.  - 
•.  I  visited  the  cathedral,  an  old  edifice,  and  on  die  ontdde  desd- 
tute  of  all  taste,*  but  within  elegantly  and  splendidly  decorated,  and 
famished  \\  ith  a  number  of  small  private  chapels  and  altars,  before 
which  the  devout  were  kneeling  and  sileiiilv  offering  up  their 
prayers.  \Ve  applied  to  one  of  the  priests  who  was  at  that  time  un- 
occupied, for  periuii>i>iou  to  view  the  pictures  and  other  oruaiaeatsi 
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V  Aooa  as  be  knew  dttt  we  me  BiigfiibiM  Iw 
to  flbfOV  1M  vtWTf  thiiig  ki  t}ie  duvdi.  Some  of  ilw  pietauBs  wbm. 
good,  Imt  none  exodUent,  nor  any  of  ihem  the  pvodnoHoas  of  tfw 
beet  maeten,  the  greater  part  h^ing  evidently  copiee  fionk  veiy  in* 
dilfevent  origiUQle.  Noer  one  of  <be  alian  are  anne  good  statnee, 
npresenting  the  crowning  of  the  Virgin  by  Angels.  The  atory  i» 
ridiculous,  but  the  figures  arc  adnrirable ;  they  wore  brouorht  from 
Italy,  aud  by  the  inscrlptiou  appear  to  iiave  been  executed  at  wNaples 
'm  1693,  by  Palatajio. 

The  great  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  ornaments  and  utensils 
Hsed  in  the  church  Bcrvice,  and  tlepusited  in  chests  and  closets, 
Corais  the  most  remarkable  feature  in  the  oathedral ;  much  taste  is 
displayed  in  the  workmaaabipy  and  we  -weits  informed  that  the 
weight  of  the  silver  in  one  donet  amouoted  to  «xty  aiobee;  thie^ 
wttb  tbe  workmambip,  muet  have  cost  alone  ten  thoneand  pounds. 

are  other  oroamentB  of  gold»  fa«iutifiiUy  adorned  tridi  emenddsy 
iinblea^  and  amethysts.  The  greater  pait  of  tbe  ritdies  of  ibis  chumk 
lHi3>beea.pttsgnt^:fay  pecsons  retnnuog  from  die  tsanaadaatte  pos- 
seseions  of  Spain.  A  new  cadifdud  is  now  eisctingy  wbieb,  ever 
finished,  vnSt  be  a  most  magnifioent  as  well  as  expensive  edifice;  it 
was  began  in  and  -will  still  require  many  yean-  to  complete. 

The  building  is  carried  on  at  the  cxpcnce  of  the  Consulado,  or  Body 
of  Merchants,  of  this  city,  which  has  ex^icuiicd  upon  it  already 
upwards  of  a  niiiiion  of  dolkra.  It  is  built  of  white  marble,  bn* 
the  saline  particles  have  changed  the  side  towards  the  sea  ta 
4  thrown  colour;  the  marble  pillars  within  are  vvty  liandsone,  and 
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<>f  the  Corinthian  order ;  the  ddme  (Icr;ig;ned  to  octfttpy  tlie  centre 
of  the  church  is  not  vet  commenced^  and  It  in  jsaid  yiKt  It  wiU  be 
80  heavy  thbt  the  pillMe  will  be  insufficient  to  support  its  Hvdght 
thlt  ibteridfr  ia  at  pftttat  a  oiere  heap  of  Mibbiriii  and  b  CMmUc 
i&iiAJi  6v/t»  so  mvdi  to  the  autonUtfy  oMutteatt,  ihet  it  is  inqpos- 
«ibte  to  fbftb  an  Idm  «if  the  eflbct  which  may  ^  plodtMed  ud  titii 
building  whenever  it  is  finished. 

Hie  Convent  of  ihe  Gnpuduns  deewves  notice )  not  widi  le* 
speet  to  the  btnldbg,  nor  tibe  internal  eeoooomy  of  the  honsei  but 
becBOfle  Ae  church  contains  the  two  best  pictures  in  Cadiz,  both 
painted  by  the  celebrated  Murillo.  The  subject  of  one  of  them  is 
a  crucifixion ;  tbe  expressions  are  excellent,  and  the  colouring  in  the 
best  stjlc  of  tliat  master.  The  other  picture  was  left  unfinished  when 
that  artist  died,  and  was  completed  by  his  ytui^il  OsoHo  Meneses, 
whose  manner  of  painting  more  nearly  resembles  his  great  master's 
than  any  other  of  his  imitators  ;  it  is  placed  over  the  high  altar,  and 
rqiresents  the  marriage  of  St.  Catherine  with  the  holy  infaut  in  the 
arms  of  his  mother ;  the  figures  and  colouring  are  admirable. 

In  the  garden  of  the  convent  there  is  a  tree,  which,  being  the  only 
one  of  the  kind  in  £nn)pe,  may  be  eon«dered  ae  afpnot  curioBity :  it 
yidde  the  icrinoiis  gum  called  Dragon's  Blood.  I  was  infinmed  diat 
it  cane  criginally  from  the  East  Jbidies,  but  at  what  time,  or  in  what 
manner  it  was  oonveyed,  I  could  not  leani. 

Good  water  is  very  flcavoe  in  dus  city:  there  are  no  innings  on  die 
peninsula  but  what  are  braiAish*  fit  only  fiar  waahiiig,  and  not  fiir 
cnlioary  purposes:  every  hoase  has  a  dstetn,  or  tank  filled  with  rat» 
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trater>  but  they  UBually  prefer  drinking  that,  -wlneh  is  Immght  id 

casks,  by  boats,  from  St.  Mary's.  To  cool  this  water  and  render  it 
fit  f f  1  drinking,  tlicy  filter  it  through  small  jars  of  porous  clay, 
wiiicii  renders  it  \  rv  pleasant  and  reti'ci>lang.  The  richer  iidiabi- 
tants  use  water  e(M>led  with  ice,  which  is  brought  daily  from  the 
mountains  of  Roada  iu  large  (|uaatitie8f  and  in  this  climate  is  ^ 
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LETTER  V. 

•OLAHO — HI8  BaVITABU  OOVSKNMBMT  PUVlOUt  tO  THE  HSVOLITRON  — 
WANTS  COMnOENCB  IN  THB  PSOPtS— lifeClJMSS  JOINING  1HB  PAT»IOr»— 
BXASPBSATB*  TOSM— 18  PUT  HO  mUXB, 

vjMz,  nrr.  i6q9« 

Among  the  different  objects  which  invite  the  attention  of 
straiitrers  iu  this  city,  the  house  of  Solano  the  late  ^vcmor,  cannot 
be  overlooked.  The  recent  circumstances  of  lus  (kath.  the  revolu- 
tionary spirit  of  till  jit  uple  hy  whom  it  was  occasionetl,  and  tlie  un- 
necessary' cTueky  with  which  it  was  attended,  naturally  induce  every 
visitor  to  contemplate,  with  peculiar  interest,  tlic  ruined  residence  of 
this  unfortunate  man.  As  you  may  take  some  interest  in  his  iste, 
and  the  circumstances  that  led  to  his  tragical  death,  I  shall  give  yov 
a  sketch  of  his  character  aod  coaduct 

Solano  had  enjoyed  the  government  of  Gft£s  inany  yean :  and  he 
bad  niuGed  in  Ihe  social  obrdes  of  the  higher  orders  of  its  inhabitants  on 
6ie  most  iiiendly  terms.  Hie  offiocrs  of  die  wmy  and  navy  respected 
luok,  and  being  a  ngid  assertor  of  the  laws,  the  people  looked  up  with 
eonfidenoe  to  his  justice  j  and  his  tisM  was  <»ocupied  in  pnnnoting  the 
comfort  of  the  inhabitants  and  in  omamenting  the  aty.  The  power 
which  the  governor  of  Cadiz  possessed,  under  tlie  old  Spanish  gtivem- 
xncut,  was  so  couaiUerablcj  tiiat  it  more  reiieiubled  the  authority  of  an 
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incK  pendent  sovereign  than  the  delegate  of  a  king  of  Spain.  This 
power  Solauo  certainly  exercised  l[i  the  most  honourable  and  bene- 
ficial manner ;  and  manv  improvomeTits  in  the  puhllc  walks  and  build- 
ings of  this  tonn  and  neighbour iioud  bear  testimony  to  his  iodostiy, 
taste,  and  spirit. 

During  the  wbt  with  England,  and  while  the  port  of  Cadiz  ym 
bloGkaded  by  our  flee^  the  mutual  interchange  of  civilities  between 
the  governor  and  the  commander  of  the  Britiah  sqaaidroh  waa  never 
interrupted,  though  the  fonner  waa  acting  under  the  penetiating 
eyes  of  the  officers  of  the  French  navy.  In  fact^  the  private  finends 
of  Solano  know  thtt  no  man  In  Spmn  more  severely  regretted 
lb*  etate  of  degradation  to  vtfbich  liie  government  of  hb  oonntxy 
waa  reduced.  He  had  no  confidence  in  the  spirit  of  liis  oomitrymeny' 
nor  any  Conception  that  Spain  omtainied  men  with  eneigy  sufficient 
to  throw^  off  the  French  yoke,  or  exhiMt  tbat  detemuned  duoacter 
which  was  cHscovered  at  Baylon,  Saragossa,  and  Gerona,  Despairing 
of  bis  country,  lie  rcsiirncd  himself  to  her  degradation,  and  soothed 
himself  with  the  rcswlutiuu  of  performing  every  thing,  within  the 
sphere  of  his  power,  for  tlic  benefit  of  those  over  wliom  he  presided. 

When  the  events  at  Bayonne  were  first  known  in  Andalusia, 
and  the  patriotic  inhabitants  of  Seville  had  resolved  to  oj^ose  &e. 
proll^te  usurpations  of  Buonapartey  Solano  was  absent  from  hii 
government  with  the  Spanish  ftrmy  on  the  frontiers  of  Portugal : 
having  received  intimation  of  the  spirit  of  r^stance  prevailing  at 
Seville,  he  hastened  to  lhat  city.  Hie  chiefa  of  the  insunectkm 
there,  Montejo,  Saavedra,  Tili,  and  "Pttdxe  GiU,  impressed  watii 
the  wwwest  feelings  of  patriotism,  relying  on  the  justke  of  tiaor^ 
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^tise,  aru  l  not  entertaining  ft  donbt-of  what  ^le  oondaet  of  a  Spanish 
ofiiL'  r  \soiild  ijc  under  such  circumstances,  communicated  to  Solano, 
ifi  tail  confidence  of  his  co-operation,  all  their  secret  and  as  yet 
uudi^-ested  projects.  Solano,  with  the  caution  and  coolness  of  an 
experienced  and  wan,'  man,  doubted  It"  the  plans  of  the  leaders  were 
suiEciently  matured  to  aftbrd  a  prospect  of  8uuce8s»  or  the  energy  of 
&e  people  sufiiciently  roaaed  to  second  their  views.  Solano  re- 
quirad  tune  to  deliberate,  and  continued  indecisive  till  the  chiefs 
gfowiiig  impatiBot  «t  fau  beailation  required  a  second  interview,  and 
demanded  a  defidtive  answer.  He  pranuBed  to  ffve  tibem  one 
liie  next  dby,  hat  inatead  of  watting  for  diat  time  lie  departed 
with  tlie  utmoet  oderi^  for  Cadix.  He  arrived  tihere  nnexpededly, 
end  isaaed  a  paper,  ataiting  that  Ida  sadden  vrtom  arose  fttm  die  in- 
Ibnnation  he  had  neeived,  ^t  die  next  day  die  English  fleet  was 
to  bombard  the  city. 

Under  pretence  of  this  threatened  bombardment  he  removed  the 
cannon  from  tlic  land  side  towards  the  sea,  and  ihsparched  messengers 
to  Dupont,  then  advanclntr  Into  Andalusia,  to  hasten  his  approach  by 
forced  marches.  Upon  the  pretext  that  the  casemates  under  the  fortifi- 
«itions  would  be  wanted  as  shelter  for  the  inhabitants,  when  the  pre- 
tended British  bombardment  took  place,  he  removed  the  military  stores, 
and  even  the  gvnpowder  out  of  the  city,  and  thus  prepared  for  a  quiet 
■mmndfir  of  die  place  to  the  Brenoh  ioN'aders.  Admiral  Purvis,  the 
fionimander  of  die  British  fleet,  aware  of  the  movements  diat  were 
taking  place  ia  Spain,  fimm  his  pievioiis  oomnmnications  with  die 
Eoyal  Runily  on  the  sulgect  of  dieir  removal  to  Meideo,  hoped  that 
Sohiw  wnoU  have  Joined  die  Btaodard  of  his  county 
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by  flags  of  tmee  to  induce  him  to  imhe  ynih.  die  patriotic  party. 
These  icoinniiiiuGationB  Solano  veceivecl  at  jfint  with'  coldness,  and 
afterward  decidedly  n^ected. 

As  soon  a-s  it  was  knomi  ;it  Seville  that  Solniuj  had  fled  to  Cadiz,  • 
the  revolution  immediately  broke  forth,  the  inhabitants  flew  to  amis, 
and  the  sympathetic  feeling  which  per\'aded  all  Spain  was  displayed, 
in  that  city,  with  irresistible  force.    A  committee,  c^ed  in  Spain  a 
junta,  compoeed  of  the  moat  aealous,  iatelligent,  and  virtuoits  of  the 
citizens  assumed  the  government,  directed  the  spirit  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  prodaoed  what  Spain  had  not  witnessed  for  many  agesy 
a  oombination  of  ofder  and  «Migy.  The  feelbgs  of  Seville  were 
eommnnicated  to  Xcces,  to  Santa  AiiBxIa,  and  even  to  Oadia-,  diong^ 
in  the  latter  their  eflfects  were  stifted^r  diedBbrts  of  Sokne.  Nwa- 
ben  of  people,  however,  airived  fiom  Seville  inspired  with  feeliiigs 
of  patriotism  and  vengeance;  many  entered  the  dty  disguised  like 
peasants ;  and  a  suffident  number  soon  arrived  to  kindle  the  sup- 
pressed patriotism  of  the  Gaditanos.    Sokno  received  intimations 
from  his  private  friends  that  the  jjlau  of  an  insurrection  was  formed, 
and  that  he  was  to  be  its  first  \  ictim  ;  he  was  apprised  of  the  inten- 
tion to  assassinate  him,  on  his  return  from  the  theatre,  and  was 
entreated  by  his  friends  not  to  attend  ;  but  he  had  too  much  courage 
to  be  awed  by  the  intimation,  and  either  the  iinnneas  of  his  demea> 
nour,  or  some  alteration  in  the  plans  of  his  enemies,  preserved  him 
for  that  night  from  the  threatened  attadc    A  party  of  his  fiiends, 
viho  a^oomsd  from  tibe  theatre  to  his  house,  aware  of  the  daiig» 
that  impended,  UTged  him  toseek  his  safety  by  flight ;  he  rejected 
tiwir  eoiinsel,  aA»cted  to  treat  their  fisam  with  contempt,  and  avowed 
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lut  rasolutioik  not  to  part  ivith  his  authority  but  in  obe^enee  to  the 
ftffmmftitfl'i  of  idle  pownr  from  whidi  he  had  feceivedit  The  auppU- 
oadmiB  of  faia  wifej  the  endeannents  of  his  chUdfen,  and  the  aiudefy 
of  his  fiiends,  were  all  exerted  in  yma,  and  he  reaokxtely  detenninad 
to  maintain  his  authority,  or  to  perish  in  die  attempt. 

Karlv  on  the  ensulug  moniliig  the  whole  city  was  in  a  state  of 
tuumlt ;  die  populace,  irritated  by  the  patriots  from  Seville,  imllg- 
nant  at  the  treachery  of  France,  and  clamorous  for  the  death  of  the 
^vernor^  surrounded  his  habitation.  Some  parties  attacked  it  with 
musquetry,  while  others  dragged  cannon  from  the  ramparts  and  as- 
Bailed  his  residence.  In  the  midst  of  the  firing  he  escaped  t)y  the 
roof  of  his  hoBse,  and  took  refuge  in  an  adjoining  one,  the  lady  of 
whidi,  an  intunate  firiend  cS  the  fiunily,  hid  him  in  a  small  closet 
sehidb  had  been  aeoedy  built  some  yean  before^ 

When  the  insurgents  gained  possession  d  SolaiM>*s  house>  and 
dBscovered  his  fl^fat,  diey  porsoed  him  to  the  house  where  his  was 
concfjibd,  which  was  searched  with  diligence,  but  without  success. 
Afler  committing  some  atrocities^  and  even  wounding  the  lady  of  the 
bouse  with  a  musket-ball,  dwy  were  departing  discontented  with 
having  missed  the  object  of  their  vengeance ;  when  the  party  was 
joined  by  au  artilicer,  who  luul  constructed  tlie  secret  closet,  and  who- 
conductcd  them  to  tlie  iiiding-place,  >\  htic  Solano  was  discovered,  and 
delivered  to  the  furv  of  the  mob.  The  general  cry  of  the  populace 
was,  **  To  the  gallows  1  to  the  gallows  !**  whither  this  vetemn 
was  conducted ;  but  such  was  the  indignation  of  the  people,  that 
before  he  had  quitted  the  house,  where  he  was  discovered,  he  was 
bcerated  with  knives  and  his  deaths  litendly  torn  firom  his  body. 
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Naked,  and  atreanungf  widi  blood  from  mimberlett  wwinds,  be  pie- 
•emd  the  fina  alep»  and  the  nianly  dignity,  of  an  officer.  To  die 
taunts  of  ihe  moltitude  be  appeared  superior,  but  not  insensible,  and 
at  every  fresh  stab  that  was  inflicted,  he  fixed  his  eyes  on  the  perpe- 
trator \\  itli  an  expression  of  contempt ;  till  a  soldier,  who  had  been 
long  under  Ins  cotnmand,  (Ireacling  the  impending  degradation  of 
his  old  officer,  piuuged  his  sword  ia  his  heart,  and  termioated  his 
suffennga. 
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LBTTEB  VI. 

REMARKS    ON    THE    POI.TTICVT,    STATE    OF    SPAIN  —  GENERAL  COMPLAINTS 
OF  THE  JUNTA           DETERMINED  HOSTILITY  TO  THE  FRENCH  —  NECLECT 

OF  THE  UANUFACTO&Y  OF  MUSKETS  —  BRASS  CANNON.    '  /■ 

CADIZ,  SEPT.  1809. 

I  HAVE  been  prewntetl  from  leaving  this  place  by  the  want 
of  mules,  or  rather  by  the  fears  of  the  muleteers,  who  dread  going 
to  Seville,  lest  their  cattle  should  be  impressed  to  carry  provisions 
and  stores- to  the  armies;  I  have,  however,  at  last  mcceeded  ia< 
hiring  a  set  at  an  enocmous  price,  having  given  a  previous  assur- 
ance  that  I  goald  procure,  from  die  Bnglisfa  Ambaasador,  an  osder  for 
ibem  to  return ;  and  In  a  few  luiurB  Z  expect  to  d^art 

The  few  inhabitants  of  this  place  who  inew  pnbfic  aflairs  in  a 
gloomy  light  are  forming  aynaigements  for  their  removal  to  Mexico ; 
and,  among  persons  of  ^is  .description,  ihe  independence  of  Spanish^ 
America  la  talked  of  as  an  event  Ihat  will  certainly  occur,  if  tibe 
French  should  succeed  in  coiKjuering  Spain;  but  with  the  greater 
nmiiber  no  such  apprelieii-^ion  of  the  enemy's  success  is  considered 
within  the  hinits  of  possibility,  and  the  latter  are  as  jealous  of  the 
monopoly  of  the  eomuicree  Avith  their  American  colonies^  as  during 
the  most  assured  dominion  of  the  Mother  Country. 
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I  have  no  idea,  myself,  that  the  conquest  of  Spain  is  an  event  likely 
to  be  accomplished  witli  tlie  force  the  French  now  have  in  tlic  king- 
dom, which  dues  not  exceed  one  liuudred  unU  thirty  thuusand  men  ; 
but  unless  more  activity  he  cmploye<i  by  the  Spaniards  the  enemy 
will  never  be  driven  out.  They  cannot  advance  tlirough  the  passes  of 
the  Sierra  Morena  ;  and  Lord  Wellington's  position  at  Badajoz  pre« 
vents  them  from  turning  the  Spanish  amy  and  penetrating  by  Estre- 
inadura  to  Seville.  I  do  not  depend  much  on  S^ianish  accoiantSj  nor  on 
Spanish  disctpline,  but  I  have  seen  some  BritiBh  officers,  immediately 
from  our  army,  and  it  is  their  opinion  that  no  battle  will  be  fought 
soon,  but  that  both  annies  wiU  remun  some  time  in  a  state  of  inac- 
tivi^;  a  state  most  desirable  fior  the  Spaniards^  since  it  will  afford 
them  time  to  recnut,  and  disdiplino  their  armies ;  and,  if  they  can 
only  form  oflioem,  and  procure  sufficient  arms,  may  enable  tfaeu 
ultimately  to  expel  the  French. 

The  complaints  of  tlie  Inactivity,  selfishness,  lnahiHt\',  and  m- 
ti-igulnfi  spirit  of  tlie  nicnihers  of  the  Junta  are  universal :  tliey  have 
lately  laid  fresh  restrictions  on  the  press,  and  have  suppressed  the 
best  paper  in  Spain,  the  Patriotico  Seminano  of  Seville,  which  has 
greatly  increased  their  unpopularity.  It  is  moreover  commonly  assert- 
ed that  no  appointment,  either  in  the  army  or  the  state,  is  given  from 
the  merit  of  the  persons  appointed,  but  merely  from  influence  and 
intrigue.  How  hr  these  aocaflati<ms  are  well  founded  I  have  not 
be^  long  oMiigh  in  Ae  country  to  ascertain,  but  I  attribute  a  great 
part  of  them  to  that  disi^pointment  among  the  people,  which  arises 
from  tiidr  extravagant  expectations  not  having  been  futfilled.  When 
that  opposition  to  Fiaaoe,  whieh  they  here  term  a  revolution,  fint 
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commenced,-  every  man  fancied  tbat  a  new  en  of  prosperity  was 
bo^uti,  iliat  iiotliing  luore  was  wanted  to  remove  those  evils  M'hich 
the  1aj)^e  of  time,  the  exercise  of  tyranny,  the  unljUi^lilng  pracllce  of 
corruptUJii,  and  the  Indolence  of  pi  i<  raft  had  accumulated  In  the 
countrv,  t!i:in  n  supreme  representative  goveriiiuent ;  and  then,  it  was 
tupposiid,  ail  would  be  instantly  changed.  This  expectation  has  been 
of  coone  diBMpated,  and  those  who  enteitained  it,  instead  of  blaming 
their  own  sanguine  temper,  aceiiae  the  Jonta  baoaoae  they  haTe  not 
«flfected  impofliibilities. 

CO  file  frnlt  m  die  of^nal  iMnwiitatioa  of  di6 
bo^,  a  nnmW  too  great  for  an  eaeeativa  and  too  small  far  a  kgiSf 
lative  power,  yet  combtnioff  bodbi,  it  is  natoial  to  suppose  that 
AiB  Jnnta  would  participate  in  diose  lialnts  which  the  state  of 
society,  to  which  they  were  aecastonied,  inunoidably  engendered, 
and  were  consequently  ill  qualified  to  adranoe  the  mighty  nnderw 
fditng  they  were  chosen  to  accomplish  ;  thnr  popularity  is  now 
totally  lost,  and  it  is  the  universal  wish  tliat  they  may  be  removed, 
and  an  indivi  Ki.il,  ur  small  council  of  regency,  he  appointed  with  full 
powers  to  succeed  them.    The  Archbishfjp  of  Toledo,  the  o?ily  inem- 
Ixr  of  the  Bourbon  family  remaining  in  Spain,  has  been  mentioned 
as  a  person  wortliy  of  being  intrusted  with  the  executive  govern- 
ment :  but  he  is  a  young  man  of  neither  talents,  nor  character,  and 
is  said  to  be  governed  by  his  sister,  who  is  the  wife  of  Godoy,  and 
possesses  considerable  energy  of  mind.  The  Ardibishop's  high  tank 
mtn^t  possibly  have  ^ven  him  considetabk  influence  had  he  been 
sanonnded  by  nunisten  of  talents  and  virtue.   This  idea  howew 
is  now  abandoned,  and  as  die  Marquis  F^wfwnn     expected  at 
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SeviHe,  «n  eyt»  art  fixed  ma  lam,  m  tin  hop^  iioat  1m  ^rill  mmCuin' 
ike  pfMent  t^wtera,  wnd  cxdur  UBune  die  •apreme  power  hnaadf,  or 
place  it  in  MOte  aUe  fauidB. 

I  am  flony  t»  obacrve  <lwi  Ana  does  Mt  iqppear  t»  W  any  Indnr 
in  th^  ^uv  eminent,  nor  any  •ne  wtmt  of  tdtnte,  auflBcieatly  emmnlv 
to  give  him  the  necessary  prepon<leraace ;  there  is  iio  unity  in  the 
operations  of  government,  aiid  unless  some  maji  of  powerful  m'mA 
bhoulil  iirise  and  be  elevated  to  a  oomiiian(ii»g  atauoii,  I  see  ikj  chance 
of  improvement  in  the  affairs  of  Spain.  Many  accuse,  and  periiaps 
with  justice,  the  moat  opulent  and  elevated  flaenbers  of  the  Junta  of 
diaafifection  to  the  cairae  of  their  covmtry,  and  a  dispositMNi  to  aid 
viaws  of  Bttonaparleb  Men  in  their  sitoatioa,  witk  ]w|pk  estates  in 
ihat  part  oF  Spain  occn]nad  by  the  Freocshj  may  Ttfy  natamtty  vmk 
to  xatnm  to  tfaeir  homm  atel  l^beir  aam^  even  tfioi^  anlMitgaion  to 

aaemy  ahodld  W  dia  neceamiy  caaasqiflnoa. 

The  Maiqina  Walleal^f  it  iaand,  keeps  alaof  from  dia  parties  md 
fiictiona  of  the  Junta,  and  interferea  in  none  nf  tlidr  internal  aqoab* 
Uea.  lUa  neattdlty  i«  by  no  means  pleasbg  to  the  people  of  Cadia, 
who  say  diat  the  late  of  Spain  is  in  his  hands,  and  that  he  eaght  to 
icmove  the  Junta  and  esiahli^h  an  energetic  H;»)vciiiinenl ;  not  duly 
considering  the  very  dehcate  i\ature  of  his  situation,  and  his  present 
unfitness  to  judge  of  what  mav  prove  ino^t  i^alut.irv  tor  a  c«utitry  ,  with 
whose  customs,  feelings,  interests,  and  prejudices,  he  is  yet  but  im- 
perfectly acquainted. 

I  have  thus  given^  yon  a.  a^^t  sketch  of  the  stat?  of  politics  tn 
this  place :  it  is  somewhat  at  vaxianoe  witli  the  ideas  geiterally  enter- 
toined  in  England^  bnt  I  have  endeaniiiied  to  be  as  aeeniate  as  tfv 
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■hort  time  I  have  been  hen  w31  sBerer.   Tk»  ArUnmnmnii  npmt  of 

hostility  towards  France,  which  is  felt  a  lar^ge  proportion  of  &e 
inhabitants  of  this  coiuitry,  would  make  the  conquest  difficuk,  even  if 
Ae  very  name  of  an  army  had  ceased  to  exist;  they  are  so  muck  ac- 
customed to  individual  n  venire  that  the  enemy  woudd  be  dnily  cut  off 
in  small  parties,  and  literally  would  possess  httk  more  than  the 
ground  which  his  armiet  laighc  occupy.  Some  measniei  an  ndw 
taking  of  great  importance,  evidently  suggested  fay  Lord  Wellesleyv 
The  icet  at  Fcnl»  whidi  the  Fteaek  elMained  peesesmn  of  m  JeB»< 
Ky  ie  OB  ito  wtf  te  due  port  s  §BUt  aa&  afrhed  due  wKmmmg, 
and  the  remainder  is  diordy  expected.  Thie  ini|korteat  port  vt  lha 
mvbI  ftm  flC  Spain  ia  tfaiia  out  ^  tiie  nach  of  Buonaparte.  Hie 
IMeof  Alkiqttvqwlaaiva  tfuetil^  to-d^,  iigidjatDhenrethecoaDu* 
aMmd  of  «  oeepa  ef  tea  tbeueeiid  meni  lapoit  aaje  he  k  te  act  voder 
l4nd  Wdfington,  who,  as  well  as  die  odierBritiah  officers,  pkcee  more 
eonfidenoe  in  him  than  w  ahnoet  any  other  of  die  Spanish  generals.' 

Nothing  can  shew  in  a  stronger  light  the  indolence  and  n'ant  of 
combination  amoni?  tlie  Spaniards  than  the  suite  of  tlie  manufactory 
for  musquets  in  this  city.  The  Government  can  raise  as  many  men 
for  the  army  as  it  desires,  and  very  little  food  is  requisite  to  subsist 
them  i  but  musqucts  are  absolutely  necessary,  and  the  demand  for 
them  is  considerable;  for  like  most  raw  levies,  the  troops  when 
ddieatrd  are  too  apt  to  ensofe  their  safety  by  thro%nng  away  their 
afina.  This,  in  spite  of  the  great  aariatanoe  derived  fimm  England,  has 
occasioned  didr  present  ecardty,  and  die  establishment  of  niannfac* 
tones  of  dus  important  article  has  been  in  conseqaenoe  most  stremt- 
floaly  and  £re|^iieBdy  wged  at  indispeDsible :  fant  it  is  now  moie  than 
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iburtieeo  nuwIiliB  nnee  die  ccmmieiioenieot  of  die  mmmfeetofy , '  and 
not  a  Mngk  miuqiiet  bas  yet  heea  prodnoed.  Tliey  are  erecting  a 
handsome  boSUSng,  when  plenty  of  othen  might  have  been  appro- 
priated to  the  purpose :  and  the  tune  loet  in  the  new  building 
woald  have  enabled  them  to  linish  and  send  to  their  ariuies  thousaiida 
of  arnos  lor  the  men  enhsted  and  ready  to  use  them. 

The)*  have  in  this  place  a  lar£^e  train  of  artillcr\',  mostly  brass 
battering  twenty-four  pounders,  and  they  are  the  moat  beautiful  I 
have  ever  seen.  These  in  the  present  state  of  Spain  are  of  little  use; 
bat  <^  field  Offdhanoe,  of  wbicli  they  pardculaily  stand  in  need,  there 
M  a  great  acaidty. 

I  am  now  going  to  embaik,  «id  hope  to  be  at  St.  Mury's  in  an 
boor  or  Urn,  where  die  coacii  ia  waiting  for  vm$  and  I  ca^ect  to 
readx  Xeree  due  evemng,  wfaiSBfie  I  sball  write  to  yon  again. 
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bsPAATUBB  note  CAW  —  SANTA  MAMA      BBGCAM  —  KOADt      KACB  09 
TUB  COUNVRY  —  XBBB8  »  WtHM*  —  BBMT  OV  I^D  —  MPVLATIOH 
XBEBS  —  RBCmUnS  — ■  CUHAXS. 

XERES,  SEPT.  1809. 

We  left  OuSb  tbout  nooan  and  paaaed  to  like  BAiole  mdi  our 
bi^^iage :  it  vn»  only  slightly  searched  at  the  gate,  oa  aoooont  of 
•oor  bdng  EngUahnnen;  bat  diat  of  seveial  odier  penona  who  woe 
going  out  waa  ngnomly  exaaunad.  Tbaie  ia  a  law  prohibiting  the 
gold  eoin  from  bnng  camod  out  of  ^10  city ;  a  law  caaily  evadedi 
when  the  price  of  gold,  relative  to  that  of  niver,  is  very  high. 

Previously  to  our  setting  out,  we  called  on  board  our  ship,  took 
a  .slight  repast,  and  procured  some  provibions  to  refresh  us  on  tlie 
road  to  Seville,  on  which  vve  were  informed  thev  could  not  be  obUtined 
at  tlie  inns.  We  landed  at  St.  Mary's  about  two  o'clock,  and  found 
our  equipage  waiting  for  us ;  it  was  a  coach  soUdly  constructed,  re- 
sembling in  shape  those  which  we  see  painted  in  juctures  two  hun- 
dred yean  old  j  it  had  no  iron  aprings,  but  was  suspended,  by  large 
leatheni  straps,  from  upright  pillars  before  and  hehind«  and  lined  with 
yeHow  ^xah.  Mr.  Bldoot,  Don  Baaum,  myadf  and  my  amant^ 
were  tolerably  aoooznmodated  in  the  inside^  and  onr  three  drivers  sat 
on  the  trunks  before  i  we  had  six  moles,  and  rattled  over  the  stooea 
of  the  ct^  at  a  good  pace. 
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As  we  intended  returning  dutfaer,  and  merely  drove  throogh  the 
streets,  I  cannot  at  present  atteoapt  a  description  of  the  phee,  and 
shalt  only  observe  that  it  has  good  streets*  splendid  kwking  houses, 
and  contains,  in  ordinary  times,  aboot  twelve  thousand  inhabitants  ; 
it  13  ncnv  much  more  populous  tliaa  ubual,  owing'  to  the  influx  ot 
strangers  from  the  northern  parts  of  Spain,  w  ho  have  been  driven  from 
their  abodes  by  the  enemy,  and  have  fixed  their  reside  icc  in  tbe  place, 
to<he  ready  for  embarkntion,  if  the  flames  of  war  should  spread  into 
Andalusia.  Among  the  temporary  residents  of  this  description  are 
the  Archbi^op  of  Toledo  and  his  sister ;  they  maintain  but  little 
splendour,  and  live  almost  in  seclusion.  The  Dutchess  of  OileaiM^ 
irife  of  the  celebrated  £gMlifc^,  resided  at  St  Mary's  a  eonaideraMo 
1am»,  and,  I  nndbrstand,  was  univetaally  beloved  by  the  inbaUlantL 
-  We  were  pestered  by  nambers  of  the  mendioaiit  tribe,  1^0  at* 
tempted  to  obtam  danations  by  the  cries  of  «  Viva  los  Ingbses  I*  and 
<*  Murio  Napoleon !"  sounds,  to  wUcb  it  was  Affienlt  to  a-roid  n- 
plying  wtdi  a  few  copper  eeinsb 

Ibt  Afcnaeyda,  or  pnblie  walk,  whicli  we  pamed  in  going  out  of 
the  city,  is  extremely  shady  and  beautiful,  and  well  rurnishcd  with 
marble  benches.  The  country  around  is  \ery  pleasant,  tbe  plants 
and  trees  aU  different  from  those  I  have  lately  seen,  and  the  whole 
scene  bears  a  stronger  reseuii>kince  to  tbe  West  Indies  than  I  had  ex- 
pected to  meet  with  in  Europe  :  the  hedges  are  mostly  formed  of  the 
aloes  and  the  opuntia,  called  here  the  tiina,  or  prickly  pear,  which 
make  an  excellent  fence ;  these  being  intemized  with  flowers  of  va* 
rious.kbds,  prodnee  a  veiy  beaatifnl  appearaooe. 
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Hm  itnd  was  crowded  with  carts  loaded  with  -  staves,  for  wine- 
pipes,  going  to  Xeres ;  with  horses,  mules,  and  asses,  bound  to  St. 
Mary's,  carrying  fruits  and  wgetubles  for  the  maiket  of  Cadiz ;  to- 
getlier  w  ith  considerable  flocks  of  sheep  aad  diovcs  of  oxen,  attended 
by  the  owners,  well  mounted  on  Andalusian  horses,  and  each  of 
them,  with  a  gun  slung  over  his  shoulder.  This  road,  which  is  very 
good,  wBS-oonstructed  by  the  govMameat,  and  is  called  a  oamlno  real,  * 
or  royal  road ;  but  as  there  ma  a  nearer  rout  oar  drivers  gave  it  thp 
ppeferenoe.  Thie  kd  over  a  ifteep  hiU,  and  was  execrably  bad.  At 
first  the  oountiy  ^vpeared  baifeo,  but,  aa  we  ep|MOBched  zieaiwto 
ifaiacity^  we  paaaed  through  extensive  fidda  of  wheat  stubble,  naxed 
with  vineyards  and  a  few  olive  tress.  The  ap|iroad»  to  Xeres  is  strik- 
ing, and  the  ratranoe  is  by  theendof  tibftAhmeyda,  a  ^easentand 
wall  shaded  walk. 

At  diis  place  these  is  a  bridge  oier  Ae  Geadalete,  a  river  not 
navigable  within  two>  miles  of  Am  city,  even  by  boats.  This  river, 
tlimij^h  small,  is  very  celebrated  iu  Spanish  history  on  account  of 
tile  Ijattle  foiiij;ht  nn  its  banks,  between  tlie  Gothic  Christians  of 
Spain  and  the  Moorish  invaders  from  Africa  in  the  year  71 1»  which 
decided  the  fate  of  Spain  during  several  buccessive  centuries,  and 
established  tlie  power  of  the  Moors,  who  conquered  nearly  the  whole 
psuinsula,  and  whose  empire,  after  the  vsual  transition  from  war 
and  rapine,  to  ciiilieation  and  kumry,  vms  inaUy  tanninaAed  in  the 
year  14P3  by  tiie  oonyiest  of  Gruiada. 

Hie  stseelB  of  this  city  are  wider  tiian-<hose  of  Oadix :  there  is  a 
good  paved  feot-path,  and  it  is  well  lighted :  seme  of  the  houses  are 
ykndid,  and  that  belonging  to  Mr.  Jamw  Oordoii,  %  gcadeiaaQ  to- 
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whom  I  had  particalar  introdnctioDS,  poBsesaes  eveiy  emnlbrt  and 
accommodation  to  be  expected  in  an  English  habitation.  Hie  prin- 

ctpal  commerce  of  ifus  phuie  oonsists  of  wine,  especially  of  that  spe- 
cies bo  pent  rally  known  by  the  name  of  Sherry.  The  quautity 
annual!  \  made  in  tliis  place  is  about  40,000  pipts,  of  this  i?5,()00  are 
consTiiiK  (I  in  this  city,  in  C  adiz,  and  the  vicinity;  15,000  are  ex- 
ported, of  ^\■hich  about  7(^00  are  sent  to  England  ;  and  the  remaindw 
to  the  United  States,  or  to  the  different  Spanish  dominions  in  So<^ 
America.  Hk  falae  of  the  wine,  when  new,  ic  from  eight  to  ten 
pounds  per  pipe ;  it  increases  in  value  by  age,  and  that  which  it 
0ent  to  £ngland  is  always  mixed  with  brandy,  which  flfyaniima  a 
foriher  aogmeniation  in  the  priea.  Moat  of  the  wine  merehants  in 
Xeres  hare  distilleries,  to  make  brandy  to  add  to  their  mne,  bat  ^o 
not^sport  any.  A  lavge  quantity  of  it  is  likewiae  conanmed  in  the 
monntainoua.  part  Aadalwaia,  where  it  ia  mixed  with  anmieed, 
and  v«y  mneh  need  1^  the  lower  daaa  of  peoplo  dnni^  the  winter, 
lliere  are  no  atavea  nm  iron  hoops  made  in  this  part  of  SpMn,  ao  diat 
supplies  are  obliged  to.  be  obtained  from  Ibrcign  coantriea,  for  the 
packages  in  which  they  even  export  their  most  important  prodnctioD. 
The  United  States  of  America  furnish  the  stares,  and  the  iron  hoops 
are  sent  froui  I'.ngland. 

Besides  the  wine  sciU  to  England,  under  the  denomination  of 
Sherry,  there  are  some  sweet  wines  made  in  this  neighbourhood, 
•whifh  arc  mucli  valiiccl  l)y  the  natives,  and  among  others  the  tent 
wine,  as  it  in  called  in  England.  Very  little  care  is  employed  in  the 
original  making  of  their  wines  :  the  growers  are  generally  poor,  and 
indebted  to  the  merchanta  of  this  city,  who,  by  advaacii^  them 
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ftoney  Ijefore  tlic  vlntai^c,  arc  enabled  lu  take  advantage  of  their 
embarFaseicd  circumstances,  to  purcliase  at  rates,  which  keep  those 
growers  in  a  perpetual  state  of  dependence.  This  want  of  capital  is 
felt  in  a  still  greater  degree  by  Uie  owners  of  the  olive  trees,  the  va- 
xiable  produce  of  which,  frequently  leaves  them  too  deeply  in  debt,  in 
infinutfol  youn,.  to  enable  them  to  dear  diemselves  in  those  wtiicb 
ate  mora  piodnctive.  To  this  deficiency  of  agiicultnral  capital  may 
fMbaUj  Im  ■itribatBil  the  lungMiwhing  state  cf  die  cnhivstion  in 
iBpein. 

The  Ctordon  fitinUy  faa«  Iwen  kog  arta^^ 
4irigpiully  froM  Smriand,  mil  artded  lieie  in  Moaeqiiempe  qf  tt» 
m*^\*mn^  to  Afi  imfintuiBte  bonae  of  Stuart,  and  ita  adliiei)eiic» 
to  die  CSaiilMiie  irdiguiau  Bfr.  Jainea  Qofrloii;  tlMn^  married  to  » 
ISpaaish  lady,  aent  Ida  dai^lilen  to  England  fsr  dieir  edncation,  Ttrho 
•fiter  some  years  residence  in  the  convert  at  York,  returned  to  this 
-<ity.  One  of  tliem  is  married  to  a  colonel  in  the  Spanish  army  ^\  \io 
it  now  with  lii3  rcti^meut  in  La  Mancha.  Mr.  Gordon,  besides 
lieing  a  wine  merchant  and  u  distiller,  is  a  very  large  tkrmcr  i  he  haa 
fiordbased  2400  acres  of  good  land,  whidi  ia  miiady  ia^tillage,  and  ia 
principally  cultivated  by  the  -German  soldiers  who  were  captumd  at 
the  aunender  of  Dupont'a  mtii^  at  Bayleu :  ha  has  alao  aome  yoong 
jam  from  the  T<ndiiiin»  in  6oodand ;  imd  wxdi  dieae  kbannw  be 
4MNidiicti  hie  fiuma  -to  adwntji^  and  faaa  introdaoed  flU  die  im« 
^pcovements  id^jdi  hmre  beeni  vaoendy  pnustiied  hj  die  beat  jigrioil- 
iandiata  in  iGreat  Britain. 

Hw  rent  of  land  la  diem  povta  ia  aartremely  low,  butdienmiiber 
of  years  purchase  paid  for  land  is  'very  great,  for  whichi  can  laam,&0 
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satisfactory  reason  :  thus  Mr.  Gordon  luis  bought  a  farm  at  M')  veirs 
purchase,  the  jnirchasc  money  not  amouuiing  to  more  than  .£12. 
sti  rliiig  per  acre ;  consequently  the  r^nt  could  not  be  more  than 
7*'.  6d.  per  acre,  and  yet  it  is  good  land,  and  :dmost  spontaneously 
produces  very  exceUeat  wheat  At  present  the  demand  for  men  for 
the  army  has  increased  price  of  labour  exoenmcfy,  and  omipeU^ 
the  fanners  to  give  employin«nt  to  the  prisoners  ;  and  the  Genaaau^ 
who  are  kborious  and  docile,  are  im  prefemd  to  the  natives,  who 
are  too  much  attached  to  their  oU  hahits  to  aoqiiiesca  in  the  in^ 
provementB  which  Mr.  Gordon  haa  mtrodncedi 

The  Junta  hire  the  mules  and  carriages  wanted  for  ^  amy  aft 
each  veij  exorbitant  lates,  that  it  evidently  would  prove  nnwe  advan* 
tageou  to  porchase  them  and  fimn.  them  into  corps  with  drivers  ^ 
but  this  would  require  ready  money,  of  winch,  I  understand,  there 
is  at  present  a  great  scarcity  ui  tlic  trca^urv.  ludccJ  nothing  can 
be  worse  Uim  the  plan  adopted  at  present  iur  the  conveyance  of 
provisions  and  stores  to  the  army ;  for  as  the  owners  of  the  mules  are 
not  paid  the  price  of  them  wh^a  taken  by  the  enemy,  it  is  very  com-  , 
sum  for  the  muleteers,  upon  approaching  the  armies,  to  abandon  the 
carts  and  escape  with  their  mules,,  through  obscure  mads,  to  some 
place  of  safety. 

Xeies  contains  about  40,000  inhalniBntSj  indudu^  d»  Foddo^ 
or  toumship,  which  ia  veiy  extensive,  thoi^  thinly  inhabited,  and 
oomiste  dncfly  of  scattered  finne  and  vineyards,  vupoa  which  soow 
fisw  of  the  owners  reside,  though  har  the  greater  part  live  vritfain  the 
eity.  The  pueblo  extends  over  a  tntk  of  country  45  miles  ia  lengtih 
and  18  In.  botadth,  and  is  consequently  as  large  as  some  of  ont  £ng- 
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lisli  counties ;  yet,  exclusively  of  the  city,  the  whole  consists  of  no 
more  than  101  large  farm  houses,  77  smaller  ones,  555  houses  at- 
tached to  the  vineyards,  23  houses  situated  in  olive  grounds,  and  55 
hoases  in  firuit  and  vegetable  g&rdens.  Such  is  the  state  of  popn- 
lalicm  in  one  of  the  best  peopled  diatricts  of  Andaliuia,'  and  perhaps 
.in  tlie finest  diniate  and  Uis  tidiest  soil  in  Europe;  every  thing  has 
been  done  by  natnie,  but  ifae  institadons  of  Ae  goveiiiinient,  and  the 
iodoknoe  of  inbabitantay  htm*  eflbcted  notbingtoimpiove  die 
advantages  she  bas  bestowed. 

Hie  inhabiiants  boast  of  didr  painodsm  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
didr  country;  and  exprtos  Aeir  detestation  of  the  Fcendk  on  sH  oc- 
casions. This  detestation  bas  been  evinced  m  the  most  inlmraan 
maimer,  by  the  murders  committed  upon  several  of  the  prisoners ; 
nor  would  even  those  w  ho  ure  on  their  parole,  and  occupied  iu  the 
labour  of  the  fields  be  exempt  from  apprehension,  if  they  ventured  to 
mix  with  the  iiiliabitants,  or  neglected  tiic  precaution  of  working  in 
parties  separate  hrom  the  Spaniards.  I  was  informed  that  Xeres  had 
famished  7000  recruits  for  the  ainues ;  a  tale  which  I  cannot  hclieve, 
tiioagh  asserted  confidently  by  every  one  who  has  the  means  of  in* 
ibnnation.  It  does  not  appear  probable  that  7000  men  could  be 
taken  fiom  a  popoktioa  computed  at  40,000  sools,  when  all  tiia 
mamed  men,  the  only  sons,  and  die  nnmerous  eodsnastie^  aro 
enmptlinm  the  conscription :  berides,  bad  tbe  vrbde  of  Spain  Ibr- 
okibed  recrnits  in  die  same  pn^ortion,  tihdr  armies  woolf  iMtvo 
'  amounted  to  at  least  two  miUions  of  men,  bat  it  b  well  known  diat 
*diey  never  exceeded  one  tenth  of  that  number. 
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As  I  have  promised  to  pass  a  few  days  here  with  the  hospitable 
fionily  of  the  Gordons,  and  have  received  pressing  sohdtations  from 
other  people  to  visit  them  on  my  return  from  SeviUe,  i  shall  defer 
teeiiig  the  churches,  the  Roman  antiqiiitiM»  and  the  Coaveat  of  tki 
Caithnaim  Monla  tJU  that  tune.  * 

This 

ihe  'sky  With  k  «itld^  of  beiuttifiil  ^(AmiAj  'nmeh  reMinblmg  tfa^ 
irorni  hiies  '«ff'Cbitcl^  but  of  whidi  nO  oiw  cut  Ibnfci  an  mde^aals 
idea  vriioliu  not  visited  the  South  of  Europe.  The  '*iiioon  va&* 

iog  in  brightness,"  the  refreshing  coolness  of  the  bireese,  «aid  the 
soothing  tranquillity  of  the  scene,  are  tml)  enchanting  T  nor  are 
the  feelings  rendered  less  a^^eable  by  the  occasional  tinklini^  of  the 
bells,  attached  to  the  numerous  strings  of  'mules^  that-pass  under  oar 
wiodowa. 
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LETTER  VUL 

tOUKTRY  AROUND  XBRES — CA8TLS  Of  UEBEDCA— IM  AMTIQgum^-COMVfiinw 

m  uwAav'^AttAOU  or  nuRccn  wtwoKiwn  -  tc vutom  of  alonso 
•Okito-^wnOftT  at  cAMO«-atfMUut  nnmioit. 

UVMaCA*  •SWT.  ilSOfr. 

We  left  Xercs  early  this  inorninir,  and  came  to  this  place  by 
a  dusty  track  through  fields  latcl>  covered  with  com,  hut  which, 
from  the  want  of  rain,  nrv  mnv  (.uiiverted  into  barren  plains.  The 
environs  ol  Xeres  on  thia  side  are  pleasant,  and  ahomid  in  cultivated 
gardens  and  vineyards,  inclosed  within  hedges  of  aloes  and  funa. 
The  fece  of  the  country  is  rendered  still  more  agreeable  by  the  iater- 
mixture  of  olive  trees,  ^\  hose  dark -green  hue  forms  a  pleanng  con- 
trast to  the  lighter  shade  of -the  hedges.  We  passed  a  number  of 
iatmen  ivilh  tfusr^mes,  mounted  tm  hofses,  mules,  and  asses^ 
goigg  to  a  fcir  abont  scTen  leagues  distant,  near  MeiBna.  Thisfeir, 
held  in  llw  PmUo  of '  St  fifiutin,  cQatSnuea-diree  days,  and  is  the 
meet  connderable  catlle  fiur  in  Andalnaia ;  it  is  ranadable  ior  its 
boRMs,  "whidi  are  pixed  in  Spsan  above  all  otbecs;  nnmbers  of 
these  animdb  -ate  fated  in  &b  neSghbonring  plains  by  <lie  GSsrdnU 
nan  monks,  who  thence  derive  considerable  emolument,  as  well  as 
from  their  agricultural  pursuits.  We  passed  over  some  extensive 
plains  leaving  the  high  mountains  of  Bomo  on  the  right  baud;  aud 
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the  Ouadalqatvir,  at  m  coDsidenble  cBAtanoe,  on  <ihe  left.   We  bad  « . 

distant  view  of  the  city  of  St.  Lucar,  and,  though  we  did  not  approach 
within  two  Icugucs  of  it,  the  clearness  of  the  atmosphere  wiis  such, 
that  the  ohjects  were  more  distinct  than  tliey  would  have  appeared  in 
England  at  the  short  distance  of  a  mile.  • 
Our  first  view  of  Lebrixa  was  very  impressive.  Near  the  town 
ia  a  Roman  camp  situated  on  an  eminence  overlooking  the  sur- 
roundii^  countiy,  from  the  centre  of  which  rises  a  once  magnificent 
eaade,  built  in  veiy  remote  timea,  and  impcoved  by  the  Moon  $  bat 
whidi  now  lies  partly  in  ruins,  and  poiHy  oonverled  into  a  oODTent 
for  monks,  oonspicnona  only  fnr  the  solemnity  it  adds  to  the  scene, 
^e  town  is  by  no  means  well  boitt,  though  some  of  the  public 
edifices  have  the  appearance  of  magnifioeiioe^  Tliere  is  a  certain  live- 
Kness  in  die  aspect  of  the  place  whidi  b  not  a  little  improved  by 
the  brilliancy  of  the  atmoepheve.  After  a  slight  repast  we  went  to 
view  the  castle,  the  prospect  from  which  is  very  extensive.  The 
lower  part  of  the  Avails  Is  very  thick,  and  built  with  Ilomau  bricks ; 
the  upper  pait  is  evidently  of  Moorish  constatction,  from  the  horse- 
shoe form  of  the  arches,  as  well  as  from  the  materials  of  which  it 
is  composed.  The  Roman  part,  which  is  in  some  places  thirt}'  feet 
in  height,  gradually  diminishes  in  thickness,  each  tier  of  bricks 
aianJing  ferther  in  than  the  one  below  it,  so  that  the  wall  somewhat 
Resembles  a  flight  of  steps;  at  the  bottom  it  is  so  thick,  that  the 
excavated  cells  of  the  monks  ate  shont  nine  feet  in  length.  *  I  bad  no 
means  of  accorateiy  asoertainbg  the  thickness  at  the  part  where 
the  work  of  the  Bomans  ceases,  and  that  of  the  Moors  begins, 
but  I  conjecture  it  to  be  about  five  ftet,  and  the  Moorish  addition 
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being  perpen&nbr/  <tf  oouxw  c<mtiim€8  die  aame  thicknew  to  the 
top  ;-in  former  times  several  ditdies  suiroiinded  it,  the  naivuDa  of 

which  are  still  visible.  ' 

The  Spaniards,  ui  tjeiieral,  feel  a  pride  in  tracing  the  origin  of 
every  thing  hclcuit^ini;  to  tliem  to  hUAi  antic|uity;  this  pUicc  is  said 
to  have  been  louniled  by  Bacchus,  Imt  some  derive  its  name  from 
the  PhoBuiciam,  w  ho  certainly  traded  to  this  part  of  Spain  at  a  very 
remote  period.  Whatever  may  have  been  its  ori^n,  there  are  no 
antiquities  now  remaining,  prior  to  the  time  of  the  Romans.  At  the 
side  of  an  archway^  which  leads  to  the  castle,  there-  is  a  marble 
atatue  of  a  female  as  lai]ga  aa  life;  and  dumgh  it  has  lost  the  head, 
the  rest  of  the  figure  ia  in  tolerable  prssenmtion;  the  drapery  dis- 
coYera  oonsiderable  abiUty,  aad  it  is  undoubtedly  a  Roman  work ; 
though  the  ptous  Catholics  of  Lebrixa  sanctify  it  with  the  name 
cf  the  Viqgjn,  or  more  £uuiUaiiy,  call  it  "Bftuiquita  la  Mas> 
moleja."  ^  •  •  ' 

We  visited  the  ocmvent  which  is  built  within  ^e  antient  castle ; 
the  president,  when  be  found  we  were  Kuglisbmen,  treated  us  m  ith 
civility  and  attention  ;  he  pressed  us  to  take  our  dinner  \vith  hiai, 
which,  however,  we  declined,  and  he  piously  expressed  liis  gratitude 
to  God,  tor  having  inspired  liie  King  of  England  with  the  resolution 
to  support  the  csuse  of  the  Spaniards,  declaring  his  confidence  of 
success,  because  the  holy  Vii;pn  was  on  our  side.  I  was  carious  to 
see  the  library  of  the  conTent,  as  well  as  the  private  collections  in 
the  cells  of  the  different  monks :  from  inspecting  a  nuui'e  books,  it 
isaaea^tojo^  of  the  tum  of  his  mind  as  from  knowing  lus  asao- 
datea  $  to  a  monk,  indeed,  hia  books  must  be  hki  moat  valuable 
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aasodatai,  ukt  a  greater  impresaion  ia  likely  to  be  proclQieed  hf  AelB. 
upon  a  redttse,  than  on  one,  who,  by  his  mteruomae  with  Hie  woiU, 

feels  their  influence  frequently  counteracted.  Tlie  library  of  ihis 
institution,  however,  contains  little  that  can  expand  tht  mind  or 
enlarge"  its  views,  iintl  consists  priueipally  of  sermons,  homilies,  and 
lives  of  saints,  Instones  of  particular  churches,  monasteries,  and 
processions,  a  few  classical  books,  and  some  French  ecclesiastical 
hutones;  ihe  Bible,  indeed,  translated  into  Spanish  from  the 
Vacate,  ant!  very  handsomely  pnnted  in  twelve  volumes,  is  con* 
apiomBy  bu^  I  £ear,  n  less  read  tfaui  any  in  ^  collection.  I  ex- 
ainined  the  list  toMMen  booke,  and  oertnoly  ms  not  smpriaed 
to  aee  Gibbon's  Boman  Hntofy,  Anstley's  Lecbiree  on  HiBtory* 
and  Hekn  Maria  WilfiauB*  Letters  fiom  nanoe,  among  Hie  proj;* 
•eribed;  but  I  shoiiild  not  before  htcm  nippoeed  Hiat  Bhir'e  Semons, 
nr  FSidB«rton*e  Geography,  oonteined  any  heieljcBL  doetrinea  that 
ooold  poasibly  have  shocked  the  feelings  of  the  moat  orduidflK  Ca« 
tludic ;  they  were,  however,  inserted  in  the  pn^ibited  fist. 

The  venerable  president,  notwithstanding  his  saiiLiltv,  anJ  his 
pious  Tcliance  on  the  assistance  of  tlic  Virgin,  related  a  tale  witli 
exultation,  M  hich  must  raise  a  blush  for  the  depravity  of  human 
nature.  A  number  of  French  under  Dupout,  taken  prisoners  at 
Baylen,  were  -oeat  to  this  town  fm  aecuii^ ;  but  the  inhabitants 
fearing,  or  pretenduE^  to  fear,  a  conapiracy  among  thenif  foae,  and 
in  cold  blood  naaaaered  the  whcfle  "perty,  amounttog  to  up\«-a«ds  of 
«ight]r  men.  Mo  enqjiiify  was  made  reapecting  the  oonspuacy  pre- 
^nonety  to  the  vaaaaere,  ner4iaa  any-aabaeqnent  imMtigation  of  the 
eoodwit  of  tfanae  «frha  perpetreted  i3»  deed  been  attempted- 
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«i^ty  unarmed  men  should  pioji  ct  an  insmrection  in  a  town  con- 
tjining  five  or  six  thousand  iuhahitants,  in  the  heart  of  an  enemy's 
ooantry  whence  they  could  have  no  hope  of  escaping,  is  too  impro- 
fafthle  te  bt  readily  believed ;  yet  on  this  wretched  pretence  were 
ibeab  utdmppy  victims  sacrificed,  by  lh»  indoleDt  wretches  whom  I 
at  dus  nopNiit  Ma  lottmng  in  the  muket  place  id  a  state  of  the 
aMwt  deifnGible  iqpdiy ;  a  set  of  beings  too  idle  to  kboar,  but  who, 
wkma  iimt  VBOgcfiil  pMUone  are  nnued^  are  cqiahle  of  die  meet 
Inmbfe  dkede  of  eniel^. 

T\m  Bprroq^uia,  or  paiSsh  diiircli.  Is  a  very  bandsome  building, 
equal  iii  «lse  €0  most  of  our  cathedrals,  and  much  more  splendidly 
adorned :  it  is  abundantly  supplied  with  the  most  costly,  and  even 
elea^ant  furniture ;  and  tlic  precious  metalb  are  profusely  displayed  in 
its  ijnagrs,  lamps,  and  candlpsticks.  It  contains  some  fine  statues 
by  Alonzo  Cano,  the  most  distinguished  of  the  Spanish  sculptors. 
A  virgin  and  cliild,  the  work  of  this  artist,  placed  over  the  principal 
altar,  together  with  the  statun  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paid,  are  very 
well  executed :  their  celebrity  ^^-as  so  ctmaiderable  diat  several  Flemish 
artiBts  visited  this  place,  solely  for  the  propoae  of  inijwving  dwaselwa 
from  the  study  of  sacli  ezccUent  models,  miere  sre  likewise  in  tbie 
dinn^  sonieVeiy  fine  paintings  repRseniii^  the  l^btivity,  the  Epi* 
phanjTt  the  Aaeension,  St  John  tbe  Baptist,  and  St  John  the  Evan- 
geSst;  wUdi  are  also  attributed  to  Alcmzo  Gino,  who  not  only 
CBneBed  Ids  coteinporaries  in  seidpture,  but  e^udled  most  of  them 
in  painting  and  andnteetore ;  it  is,  however,  denied  by  Don  Juan 
Augustin  de  Bermudcz,  that  these  pictures  are  his  production,  for  he 
a&serts  that  they  are  painted  by  one  of  bis  pupils,  named  Pablo 
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X.egpt.  As  I  ^iBill -ISnquently  haw ■^ccBeam  ib  mention  the  miss  pl^ 
this  cekbrated  nuttteTj  ftpil'raf  he  ii  teucdj  known.m  Sogland,  jba 
may  pooMUywiah  to  have  a-skeCi^  of  his  life:  wfaidi  I  AaUextne* 
fimn  die  work  of  Benmidtt^  who  fa/ts-  puUiahcd  the  heat  aoeomit  of 
the  diffierent  Spanish  artisti.' 

Aknso  Cano  m  born  at  Gtaaada  in  the  year  1601 1  hia  fiiihtr 
was  an  arehiteet  of  some  celebrity,  and  instructed  him  in'  the  rudt^ 
ments  of  his  art  in  that  city.  From  Granada  the  family  removed  to 
Seville,  where  he  studied  paiutitig  under  Francisco  Pacheco,  aiul  af- 
terwards under  Juan  de  Castillo.  He  acquired  a  knowledp^e  of  sculp- 
ture uniler  Juan  Mariiuez  Montanes  ;  but  w6re  we  to^udgc  from  his 
works,  which  arc  distinguished  by  their  simplicity,  exceDent  taste, 
and  grandeur  of  form,  we  should  attribute  his  progress  rather  to  his 
diligently  studying  the  specimens  of  Grecian  sculj^tore  which  the 
palace  of  the  DulK^of  Alad&afibrded  him^  than  to  any  asaiBtance  ht 
oonU  deiive  fomk  colemponay  artists*  * 

The  beat  of  hip  orly  wodka  are  found  in  Skm^Uto,  and  eoDsist  of 
three  paintii^  in  the  College  of  St.  Alberto,  and  two  jn  ti»e  Moms* 
tery  of  St  Bsnl;  the  arcihitectare,  acolptore,  and  paintings  of  whicb 
institutions  were  ail  exeoated  lathis  artist  befbie  he  h^  his 
thirties  year.-  He  fled  from  Seville  in  oonaeqiiMioa  of  a  dud,  and 
repaired  to  Madrid,  where  he  met  with  his  feUow  stadent  VeloB* 
quez,  who  rccoramenJcJ  liim  to  tin  protection  and  patrouii^e  oi  the 
Duke  dc  Ollvare^^.  throup  h  ^\  host:  iiifluencc  lie  obtained  an  enfploy- 
ment  upon  the  royal  estabiisliment,  as  designer  and  director  oi  seve- 
ral public  works  :  nor  were  his  talents  as  a  painter  unemployed,  for 
at  tiiis  period  he  painted  many  of  those  pictaves  which  are  scattered 


Digitized  by  Google 


LETTEB8  FBOM  BPAIM.  $i 

0^  different  parts  of  the  kingdom ;  he  also  erected  a  triumphal 
arch  at  tbe  gate  of  Guadalaxaj-a,  in  Madrid,  to  commemorate  tlie 
marriage  of  the  King  with  tbe  Archdutchess  Mary  of  Austria. 

Cano  removed  to  Toledo  in  1643 ;  and,  upon  snapkion  of  having 
onaed  the  death  of  his  wife,  was  confined  in  the  prison  of  the  Inqui*- 
tttioD,  and  sufiiered  torture  befiore  that  tribonxd ;  but  no  confeflsioa 
hAag  oEtMrfted  fion  him  he  was  libcnted,  vid,  leraming  bb  profes- 
m,  enrifllied  ibe  cnMidi  of  lhat  dtj  wHk  faU  ^nkU  Sotim 
l3u»  period  and  ldSO  h»  pMate^  in  Yaleiioa,  and  ot  Urn  mooMtBij 
of  the  GarlbfifnAiis  ut  Pqria-teli,  whenfe  lie  fetanwd  to  Us  witivo 
city«  aifdwas.t^ipointed  a  prebeod  in  tbe  eathednl  of  that  plaoew 
Hub  dignity  was  bcslovtod  upon  him  auMe  widi  a  view  of  employing 
his  talents  as  an  aftist,  tlian  litiai  tbe  expeciatioa  of  Ina  performing 
auy  religious  duties ;  and  he  was,  in  consequence,  allowed  one  year 
before  he  entered  into  holy  orders  j  tliis  time,  at  the  expiration  of 
the  first  jMiriod,  \v;ts  extended  to  a  second  year,  when  feeling  no  incli- 
nation for  sacred  duties,  and  reiusing  to  be  ordained,  die  cabildo- 
apphed  to  the  king,  and  his  stall  was  declared  vacant. 

Cano,  deprived  of  his  bene&e,  repaired  to  court  to  make  known 
kis  compjbiuitB  J  but  finding  he  could  obtain  no  redraaa  witboot  under* 
goijfg  the  cciettioiiy:of  ocdinatioo,  be  was  indneed  by  tbe  Bisfaop  of 
fiaiamanffa,  wbo  .estafemtd  bis  talents  OMia  than  bis  piety,  to  enter 
privately  into  ^IqactMia  erden;  the  biahop  then  ejoertod  bis  Snflaenoe, 
ai^obteine^  tfae  xastttnti^  of  .  bis  beiiefifie  in  Gtanada,  with  Ihd 
fnfiU  which  had.  atfcautibled  during  his  suapenaion.  He  ooittimied 
j«ibat  %1iIlhi0diMh»  i&16^vand  cu^^  and 
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other  churches  with  hi»  productions  in  pmnting  and  sculpture. 
This  artist  literally  ajujca is  to  li:ue  felt  **  the  ruling  passion  strong 
in  death  for  when  the  priest  wlio  attended  him  presented  the  cru- 
cifix, he  turned  his  eyes  away,  and  refuscfl  to  look  at  it  because  the 
sculpture  was  so  badly  executed  ;  but  asked  for  a  plain  cross,  winch 
brii^'  bfooght  to  \um,  he  devoutly  embraced  it  and  expired. 

AIoDSO  Gboo  was  cm  <tf  the  best  pwnten  ever  educated 
and  was  s^  mote  eelefaiaftBd  as  a  acalptor;  tiioagh  the  ftrmer  ap* 
pears  to  havB  been  Us  fimmrite  aii^  be 'miif«  cmuiendy  exneOed  in 
tbe  latter,  wUdi  he  seenrad  to  ngavd  as  a  idaxation  ^cm  the  ae* 
veter  study  of  his'pnncijml  pursuit  He  appean,  with  all  lusftultSy 
to  ham  been  bmnsne  and  diaritaUe ;  liy  it  is  telated,  that  when  ha 
had  no  money,  he  would  give  his  sketches  and  paintings  to  the  poor 
to  relieve  their  necessities.  I  hope  you  will  not  be  tired  with  this 
digression  on  the  bioirrapliy  oi  so  celebrated  u  man.  His  uumc  , 
you  probably  have  never  before  beard  ;  but  in  Spain  he  hsis  fc:;reat 
celebrity,  and  I  thought  I  could  not  l)etter  occupy  the  solitufli;'  of  an 
obscure  poeada  than  by  compressing  into  a  letter  some  observations 
iCflpecting  an  artis^  fivm  the  Mght  of  whose  labours,  in  different 
parts  of- Spain,  1  aoqicct  to  receive  considerable  gratification. 

Paiiiig'lhe  wufs  between  Julius  Cmt  and  the  Poo^ieys,  tins 
town  wM  difthead  quartm  of  the  army  of  tbe  kttar,  and  is  remailt- 
ahk  fioni  having  Iwen  die  place  wheooe  three  Roman  hni£(bts, 
A.  Behins,  C  ElavSns,  sad  A.  IVebdIina,  deserted  to  jow  tlie  stand- 
aid  of  Gnsar.  M:th»caifaby  in  thtipliefc  had  delenuncd  to  revolt 
fton  thft  party  o^^dis  Pompeys,  and  Ibllow  An  Ibrtunes  «l  Adr 
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feiore  slnlfiil  advenary ;  but  being  iSmetnttftA  by  a.  dave  who  was 

eutrusted  with  the  secret,  they  were  all  seized  except  those  tlircc, 
who  arrived  iu  safety  at  the  camp  of  Caesar,  a  short  time  before  the 
deci^ive  battle  of  Muuda,  which  teimiuated  the  civil  wars  of  the 
Homaus  ia  Spun. 
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LBTT£E  IX. 

MABBSMA— rsLum— BtrntANcs  TO  amu— miuGuma  PBOCMmm— 
INN — inim  HOSPmLnv— MABouis  wsuiaunr's  ucirnoN-— comriKACt 

46AIII8T  THB  JUKTA— MtSCOHDUCT  W  TOM  JimTA—POLRtCAL  IZBUHOI. 

■BVILLB,  SBPT.  I8O9. 

The  country  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  JLiebrixa  is  veiy 
rich,  abounding  in  olives,  vines,  and  corn ;  and  for  sevenl  miles  we 
ezperieneed  a  pleasing  variety  of  gently  swelliog  hills,  till  we  entend 
on  the  extenmve  marshes  called  the  Maresma,  which  are  only  poas- 
able  in  dry  weather;  one  day's  rain  makUig  audi  an  impreeaion  on 
its  rich  aoil  that,  no  carriage^  nor  acaiodly  a  hone  can  pnieeed  tndi* 
imt  g«wng  many  laagiMa  about  by  die  CSanino  Beal,  ihmoffk  Utm 
and  Alcald.   The  Mareama  is  the  most  extenMve  tnsk  of  rich  pas- 
ture I  ever  beheld :  it  extends,  in  the  direc&ia  we  cioaaed  i^  almoat 
to  Seville  a  dktance  of  d^t  oompnted  Spaniah  kagnea,  each  of 
whidi  amoonta  at  leaat  to  fmr  Bi^liah  Milea.  Hw  cootinnance  of 
dry  weather  haa  pardied  the  eardi  and  left  but  Utde  appearanoe  of 
%'egetation,  but  from  the  deep  cracks,  occasioned  by  the  heat,  it  is 
evidently  a  rich  alluvial  soil  of  very  considerable  depth  :  the  eye  is 
tired  by  the  extent  of  the  hoiizou,  and  no  object  interposes  to  diversify 
the  scene  except  the  herds  of  cattle,  and  troops  of  horses  ^\  hich  feed, 
or  rather  starve,  at  this  season  on  a  soil  which  at  other  times  is  tlie 
tnoathuniriaDt  known  in  Spain.  The  river  Gnadalqaiviernma  through 
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the  plain,  and  in  uiutcr  overflows  its  banks,  so  as  to  inundate  the 
whole  couiiiry  to  the  .very  foot  of  the  iiimiiituuis. 
•■  On  this  plain  we  found  one  wretched  venta,  a  single  house,  \sith> 
out  a  neiglibour  within  ten  miles ;  the  accommodations  were  as 
miserable  as  the  situation  was  solitary;  the  house  was  too  hi  thy 
vithia  to  be  endured,  and  we  ate  the  provisions,  w^  brought  with  uOy 
in  the  opeaw  under  the  abade.  of  the  house,  from  which  no  species 
qf  jefawlwiBWit  ciNild..be  licoeafiBd  except  bwl  water  for  .(raifaehrcsy 
ikid.tmlef  ivnfth  diopiied  etmw  fat  die  mole*.  After  diniMr  we  hti 
Jdkpj  itid  iwtinnfld  ow  Joniriey  towiadie  lAm  eity;  aewe.ap* 
yeitihcdiity'  Ae ja^eptanee  of  cel^vatian  ena^ewed;  fleveRd.eicteB« 
me  indien  gardene  g^ve  variety  to  ibe  prospect,  and  afforded  ns.  a 
mdst  grateful  repturt- aAer  tbe  dnsty  roada»  and  esoeenim  heat' we  had 
ffldnBed.  :  >  • 

We  reached  SeviDe  after  sun  set,  bnt,  it  bein^  a  bnght  moonlight 
evening,  the  pubhc  wulkt»  and  buildinj^s,  at  tlie  entrance  of  tlie  town, 
had  a  fine  efi'ect ;  we  passed  one  oi  tlic  wA]kp.  by  the  side  of  the 
liyer,  and  entering  by  several  narrow  streets  into  one  ol  tlie  si^naris, 
met  a  religious  procession,  which  obliged  us  to  stop  till  it  had 
passed  us.  It  consisted  of  a  number  of  friars  chanting  psalms,  pre- 
ceded by  men  witii  iaige  g^bae  lanthoras  fixed  on  staves,  about  eight 
feet  high.  To  these  succeeded  a  priest,  bearing  a  banner,  wtth.eidiar 
a  cmciiiuon,  or  ih»  viigin  peinted  on  it,  and  the  tioffai,  attended 
by  .the  rabble,  eloeed  the  whole.  To  nw  it  had  a  hidkme  appear- 
ance, hut  tlje  p«ip|e  stood  siknl  and  vnoovertd  till  it  had  paased, 
and  tfaainhatatamta  of ,  dw  howea  brought  lights  to  the  bajcoiwai  in 
conpIiBeB^to-  the  JBtoiary,  as  it  is  called. 
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We  drove  to  the  Fooada  dt  Sol,  wwote  not  •  fitBe  dis- 

gusted  with  the  filthy  appeanmoe  of  house,  ahd  brutal  man< 
ners  of  the  host:  he  6rst  hesitated  to  receive  us,  and,  after  running 
over  a  long  list  of  Marquises,  Counts,  andMemhcr^  of  tlie  Junta,  who 
cidier  were  in  l  i^  Iwiusl-,  or  expected  to  arrive  the  next  day,  he  refnscd 
to  admit  us  ;  m  iiicfi  eventually  proved  a  most  fortunate  circumstance, 
for  having  a  letter  of  introduction  to  a  Mr.  Wiseman,  an  Irish  mer- 
dunl  long  wtabliahed  in  thia  city,  I  osUed  on  hhn  to  request  his 
anbtMiM  in  relieving  ue  fiNnn  our  emfaairBeuiig  eitoetioa :  inetead  ol 
rtcwmwrtding  nn  to  snodNr  mn,  he  o^wed  me  Moonunodatkne  in 
luB  ovni  hooM,  and  pioonnd  an  iqpartBieiit  for  Mr*  Bldont,  lift  W9t- 
Muld  naet  witli  oonvment  lod^oga*.  In  tine  fntoJlkf  mantitwi  wt- 
md  yn^  genniiie  hoapitaiily,  and;  were  introdneed  to  an  agpcaaUe 
oociety,  partly  conaietii^  of  several  So^h  gentitemen  of  Msn^ph 
Welledey's  fiunily. 

The  day  after  my  arrival  I  waited  on  ouf  Amhaeiador,  who  re- 
mved  me  with  dignified,  but  not  distant  politeness  :  his  coiia  crsatioii 
distfAcred  nn  accurate  knowledsre,  and  comprehensive  vltw  of  the 
etate  of  k>paiu,  while  liis  liberal  conduct,  and  uniform  utttutioii  to  iiis 
countiymeD,  mtist  ensure  him  their  respect  and  esteem.  The  arrival 
of  this  celefanted  nobleman  in  Seville  produced  an  extraordinary  sen- 
eation,  a  sensation  eertainly  aeithfir  pff^Ared,  nor  fostered  by  the 
body  to  whom  he  was  eeot,  wiioM  nanow  eonls  were  Jealous  of  hie 
cdMoaoter,  and  apprahenaSte  lest  his  powerful  talents  skoold  detect, 
and  expose  dieir  oontiaetaJ  pofiey  and  fiitila  projects.  All  the  re- 
epeetohle  inhabitants  of  the  dty,  among  whom  weW  many  of  tboeo 
men  whose  infbnnation,  patriotiflfn>  and  analgetic  mlod^  had  plaAtisd 
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wi'd  efibeted  the  fint  'tevdulMD,  beoatte  the  kukm  on  tliii  aoGaBton 

&iso,  aud  conducted  tritimphal  entry  of  ^  British  MSniater.  Se- 
ville was  emptied  of  its  population,  and  the  expecting  crowds  patiently 
endured,  without  the  city,  the  heat  of  the  sun,  the  privation  of  their 
meals,  and  of  their  siesta,  and  tranquilly  waited  from  morning  till 
dusk,  to  welcome  the  apprcMch  of  a  man  whose  high  rank  and  dis^ 
tinguished  capacity,  were  considered  aa  pledges  of  the  generoiis  aad 
disinterested  intentions  of  the  Monarch  he  represented. 

The  shoots  of  the  people,  and  the  acclamations  of  the  mol- 
iitnde,  were  genuine  and  uneqiiivocal  demoostfations  of  the  Strang 
JiBefinge  of  die  swAion;  hut  the  eoodnet  ef  their  nlen  diseoveied 
merely  that  ranfine  of  oomplimeDts  whidi  the  hoUow  intrigoee 
of  a  court  may  tcMb,  bat  which  he,  who  had  tolcd  sadi  eoorte 
in  ^idiay  knew  tn  wlut  manner  to  appreciate.  The  wdeome  ef 
JiOffd  Wdleak^  at  Gidii  had  peihaps  heen  increased  by  the  newe 
of  has  hrodier^B  -victory  at  TUatm;  and  oerturdy  oms  cause  of  hie 
Lordship's  enthusiastic  reception  in  that  city  may  be  attributed  to 
tliat  fortunate  occurrence  ;  but  at  Seville  all  was  pure,  unmixed  joy 
for  the  arrival  of  a  min  wiiose  nation  was  venerated,  whose  ciia- 
racter  had  preceded  hiui,  and  to  whose  high  quahties  they  looked  up 
for  deliverance  from  the  government  of  a  body  of  men  fortuitously 
raised  to  the  ualiauted  exercise  of  the  executive  and  kgialative  power 
of  a  great  nadon.  > 

If  reports,  which  I  have  very  good  reason  to  believe,  he  true, 
his  Lordship  has  been  pkoed  in  diAculties  vrhich  have  required  all 
his  sagacity,  and  all  his  address  to  suimount  It  is  affirmed  that  the 
leaden  el  Seville,  who  weie  iSb^  fint  movers  in  the  of»position  to 
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France,  tlisguited  with  the  Junta,  and  despairing  of  Its  oondbctin^ 
the  defence  of  Hie  comitiy  with  the  requisite  skni  and  energy,  had 
formed  a  plan  lor  its  overthrow,  had  communiciited  it  to  such  patri- 
otic clliicns  as  could  give  a  right  lni])wlsc  and  direction  to  the  popu- 
lar mind,  had  gained  over  several  regiments,  and  even  the  guards  of 
the  Junta,  to  their  party,  and  iiud  actually  prepared  a  ves^  to- 
transport  the  different  membmi  to  MuiiUa,  as  soon  as  the  conspiracy 
should  have  broken  forth  V^v^tiltti^  was  in  readiness,  and  the  whcdc 
phmwas  m  adniiiabiy  arranged  diat  snocen  appeased  oertain;  when^ 
some  of  ^  chiefsintiinatcd,  in  dsnr  aecVBtconndls,  the  neoeantyof  oon- 
salting  the  Bnglish  Miniater ;  ihay  r^aesented  to'lheir  ooai^atoia  iha^ 
lus  Loffdship,  lusnatioii,  and  hia  Muter  were  too  mvch  attadied  (» 
the  fibwty  of  Spain  not  toaid  their  patriotie  deogna;  that  to  omiit 
oonanltiiig.thB  lepvesentative  of  tiich  anally,  wna  to  suspect  the  good 
Iwth,  and  insult  the  integrity  of  &eir  beat  fiiends ;  that,  if  suocesBfuI^ 
England,  always  venerating  freedom,  would  be  more  firmly  united 
to  Spain  than  before;  aud  that  success  itself,  if  ohtaincd  \vitliout  the 
participation  of  England,  would  cause  many  in  Spain  to  doubt  if 
she  approved  the  proceeding :  and  that,  at  any  rate,  concealment 
would  discover  a  want  of  confidence,  eithei  in  the. Justice  of  their 
OUisc  or  in  tVic  generosity  of  their  ally. 

Influenced  by  these  suggestions,  it  was  resolved  tliat  the. plan 
should  be  eommunicated  to  his  Lordship.  Whoi  it  was  madft- 
known  to  lam,  his  situatioii  must  have  been  traly  embamuMing; 
ivitb  lus  ooimetioii  of  the  incapadty,  not  to  say  fxeaehny  of 
tb«  Junta,  with  tiie  penuampo  that  all  its  effiMrta  tended  to  dteek 
^  animatftd  feefing^  of  the  coontiy,  he  nnvt  haw  wished.  SQaeew 
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to  iim  (loaipunt&n;  j9t  iriih  iStm  Juntas  bad  m  ha  VBOffxt  thiidc 
it,  he  was  oonuniBaniiMfl  by  his  Sovereign  ti>  dNnnuiincate,  and 

most  assuredly  was  not  sent  to  eflfisct  a  revolution  that  would  over' 
throw  its  pov\er.  To  have  favouietl  the  coiispiracv  in  private,  and 
have  acted  towards  the  Junta  as  if  he  were  ignorant  ot  the  plot, 
would  have  been  practising  an  artifice  unworthy  of  his  character ;  he 
therefore  revealed  the  danger  that  impended,  and  after  obtaining  a 
promiiBe  of  oblivion  for  all  tluMe  concerned,  he  named  the  different 
regiments  which  had  been  gained  over  by  the  patriots.  Though  the 
Junta  affected  to  pay  little  attention  to  his  communication,  and 
acaicdy.  thanked  him  for  the  infionnation  he  had  fkurnished,  each  df 
ihe  above  n^Uents  wis  immwdiataly  oonubaaded  to  join  die  amy^ 
and  pieciflely  in  die  ofdcr  wfaidi  his  liOldAliip  had  pttnted  oat ;  yet» 
when  thetal^ect  was afierwaide  diacuseed,  it  was  intimated  to  him 
dMit  they  were  tent  to  the  frontieiB,  not  in  come^Mce  ef  lua.  in* 
£onnadoa»  but  frbm  amngeinents  preidoasly  made. 

The  acard^  of  proviibna,  both  in  die  ftitiah  and  l^iiiiiah  amy; 
is  an  evil  of  inctdculable  magnitude ;  to  thia  may  be  attributed 
principally  the  loss  of  the  sick  of  Lord  WeUington's  army,  after 
the  battle  of  Talavera.  To  the  redress  of  this  evil  the  Maniuis 
directed  all  his  attention  :  he  formed  a  plan  similar  to  tliat  which 
bad  been  successfully  employed  in  India ;  he  communicated  it  to 
the  Junta,  and  earnestly  pressed  its  adoption.  To  hb  repeated 
inatances,  no  answer  coold  be  obtained  but  the  common  Spanish 
cxpreauoDs  of  delay,  "  veremos'*  or  <*  roanana^"  by  which  they 
alivaye  atifle  eveiy  attempt  at  activity  in  council  or  action.  The  pre- 
eompden  of  theae  men  ia  equal  to  their  indolenoe  and  iodeeiBaon  $ 
diey  have  lately,  withoot  eoooeft,  widioiit  meana,  and  widiont  en* 
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conngoiMBt  htm  any  experienced  officer^  ordered  die  Mmy  of 
Mbndia  to  march  to  Madrid,  and  with  so  little  aeerecyj  that  the 
enemy  hecame  aoqoatntod  «nth  their  plan  almost  as  eaily  as  them- 
lelves.  I  nraet  however  cease  my  censure  apon  the  Junta :  I  in- 
tended merely  to  liave  said  of  IjOi  J  Wellesley,  that,  to  which  I  con- 
ceive him  entitled  ;  and  I  have  been  insensibly  let)  to  dwell  on  the 
demerits  ot  tlie  ruling  power  in  Spain. 

Ttie  best  iufbruied  people  here  think  that  a  revolution  in  the 
government  is  absolutely  necessary  to  save  the  country.  A  change 
whichf  by  ooncentiatiog  the  feehngs  of  the  people,  and  directing 
them  properly,  without  iht  cnmbrons  load  of  fonns  now  erieting; 
would  do  moie  to  baifle  the  enemy  than  any  eflort  whidi  the  preaent 
body  are  fikely  to  devise.  That  the  fiMlii^  of  ^  people  are  right, 
no  one  donhta;  and  it  is  a  fortunate  circQmsCanoe  in  the  present 
eriris,  that,  that  part  of  1A»  deigy  whidi  has  the  greatest  inflnenee 
on  the  bollc  of  the  people  emnddes  with  it,  or  rather  oontributes  to 
lead  it  right.  No  priest  of  any  deseription,  nnder  the  xank  of  a 
bishop,  is  even  suspected  of  a  ^spositien  iavoaiable  to  Fianee ;  the 
hatred  towards  Buonaparte  is  indeed  kept  alive  by  the  clergy,  and 
such  is  their  zeal,  that  I  beheve  to  oppose  him  eflfectually,  they  would 
sacrifice  even  tlteir  benefices. 
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LETTER  X. 

MEMBERS  OF  T«  OOntWIttMT— GAkAY— HAROUn  DB  VtlAU,— eODHT 
TIbU  —  DOM  VIKCBMTB  UOEB  —  RXaUBUfB  ->CARO  —  CALVO—COaaOaU—* 
JOVBLLAMOS-^MAVSDIU— ODUMT  ALTAMIBA— CAUSES  OF  IHB  GBOICB  Of 

MKMBSRS  rOWBBS  W  THE  MIMBERS  VROM  VALBNCU — CAD8B  OF  BBBOBS 

IN  SPANISH  rOUnCS — ^ZVILS  OF  THE  PRJBSEWT  SVn-BM. 

SKVILLI,  OCT.  1809. 

I  F£AR  my  last  letter  so  stnx^ly  condemned  the  conduct  of 
the  Junta,  that  yon  will  suspect  I  am  lufluenced  by  motives  of  per* 
aonal  dislike  j  on  the  contiaiy,  ao  &r  as  civility  and  attention  are  to 
be  oonadered,  I  have  every  leasoD  to  be  satisfied  with  the  befaavioiir 
of  dMt  bo^,  with  ^  individaals  of  ^niuGh,  Itmprctty  genendly  ac- 
qnaiDted.  Qwj,  the  aeeietaxy  of  stajbe,  seems  a  man  of  plain  good 
aeose,  without  finesae,  and  tolesably  aaaiduous  in  businesa;  he  is 
very  acoesnble,  and  aa  hb  cabinet  is  in  the  apartment  adjmning  to 
Afaat  in  which  Senora  Gaxay  holds  her  evening  parties,  persons,  who 
come  to  him  on  public  business  in  the  evening,  are  amused  by  con- 
versing \v^t\\  tlie  ladies  till  tlicir  turn  for  admission  to  the  minister 
arrive.  At  Senora  Garay's  eveninsr  party,  called  the  Tertulla,  there 
is  generally  some  good  company,  w  ith  a  ^  onsiderablc  mixture  of  vul- 
gar looking;  men,  dressed  In  boots  and  shabby  military  uniforms,  and 
smoaWing  segars.  The  ladies  us  well  aa  Garay  arc  fugitives  from 
Aiadnd,  who  foUowiog  their  hushands>  and  &Uiers>  have  assembled  .at 
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Seville.  llKragh  among  tliU  party  evideiit  norln  «f  departed  gna* 
deur  axe  vuible»  no  fepinii^  i»  heard ;  they  bear  their  situatioo  with 
rengnation,  and  only  vent  their  feelings  in  ezeeiating  the  French. 
The  aparfmentB  oocnpied  by  Gonty,  are  in  the  AIcomuv  or  antient 
polaee,  and  are  literally  deetitate  of  all  fomitare  except  a  great  num- 
ber cf  oommon  cjiairs,  with  rush  bottoms,  and  one  small  table  on 
which  the  lights  are  placed.  Tlie  avails  have  some  few  arahtsquc 
ornaments  and  inscriptions.  The  floors  are  of  brick ;  ami  tIk  only 
part  that  looks  ix;specta[)le  is  a  door  covered  with  crimson  damask, 
which  was  put  up  when  the  late  King  Charles  the  Fourth  occupied 
these  apartments. 

The  Marquis  dc  Villel,  another  member  of  the  Junta,  vihom  I 
have  {requcntly  \isited,  was  for  a  short  time  governor  of  Cadis«  hat 
tendered  himself  so  obnoxious  that  he  woe  fbvoed  to  abscond  s  he  in* 
terfered  with  too  many  of  6ie  vohqptuoas  pkaaww  of  that  aty, 
and  having  attempted  to  lengthen  the  petdooats  of  die  a^stretiees^ 
and  cover  the  necks  of  some  of  the  lodiee  of  rank,  he  become  so 
generally  odions  Uuit  he  conld  remaiti  there  no  longer.  His  stn* 
pidity,  his  frivoloos  turn  of  mind,  and  his  ignorance,  unfit  him  for 
any  office  requiring  mental  ncertion,  and  yet,  it  is  said,  that  he  has 
considerable  weight  In  tlie  Junta. 

Count  Ullj,  one  of  the  representatives  liom  Seville,  was  kuowu 
there  only  from  hi?^  ill-gotten  wealth,  and  his  generally  protligate  cha- 
racter ;  he  was,  however,  an  active  member  of  the  first  Junta  of 
Seville,  and  is  supposed  by  his  influence  with  the  mob,  to  have 
caused  the  murder  of  the  amiable  Count  Aguilar,  one  of  the  victimB 
of  popular  feeling  in  this  city.  When  it  woe.  detarmiind  to  cnafe 
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ilic  Central  Junta,  for  the  supenntendaiicc  of  the  general  alFairs  of 
the  kuigdom,  by  electing  two  mtjul  ers  from  each  provincial  Junta, 
-TU]i>  though  one  of  tlie  most  worililtbs,  was  chosen  by  the  Junta 
as  Uie  representative  for  Seville,  merely,  as  it  should  seeiu,  fur  tlie 
pirpose  of  getting  rid  of  him.  Padre  GiU»  an  ecclesiastic  of  worth, 
tiS  patliotisiQ)  and  of  eloquence,  had  been  one  of  the  most  eneigctic 
Opfoae^  of  the  Fieneb;  he  mw  tbroo^  the  aelfiah  views  and  bloody 
MhemMtofTSlli,  loathed  his  aasodatioD,  and  camceiniigf  iSaat,  after 
the  fomatioii  of  the  Centnl  Xunta,  that  of  Sevilk  would  still  letaiii 
its  iqjSnenee  ai^d  lAs  power,  and  ihat  its  ptttoecdings  woald  he  move 
feqieetaUe  wiibont  tbe  presence  of  Tilli,  and  knowing  that  the  ia« 
flnence  which  hia  weslth  gave  Yam  over  the  populaoe  of  SeviUe 
wouH  make  his  reoMval  difficaU^  if  not  impossible,  in  any  other  waiy, 
heytrouoted  hu.  nomination  as  a  deputy  to  the  Gential  Janta;  and 
tfras,  while  Seville  was  rid  of  him,  he  thought  but  little  of  the  mis- 
chief he  nii^ht  tlu  vvlien  made  a  part  oi  a  higher  botU  ,  w  tiat- 
ever  may  have  been  the  design  of  those  who  elcctLfi  it,  ^v:l3  sure 
to  become  the  depositiuy  of  all  the  power,  both  legislative  and 
executive. 

The  other  deputy  from  Seville,  JDon  Viueente  Hore,  was  ch<^ea 
for  reasons  similar  to  those  which  procured  the  election  of  'Hlli :  he 
*  hntl  been  formprly  a  proteg^  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  and  had  filled 
the  office  of  pander  to  the  lusts  of  that  minister.  When  the  revola* 
tion  broke  out,  he  was  warned  by  the  &te  of  the  unfertnoate  Coont 
Aguikr  and  hecaniA  a  fiuioas  patriot  FMixe  GOl,  and  the  odier 
patriots,  blashed  at  such  an  associate,  and,  to  x«move  the  disgraos 
&om  their  body,  tent  Urn  aa  a  vocal  to  CmtzalJanta. 
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I  am  sfiaid  I  Bhcmld  only  create  diflgnat  ^inm  I  to  dwell  on  oilier 
4lkaiactera  among  the  vocals,  a*  they  are  derignated.   I  shall,  theie- 
fote,  pasa  over  Riqoelne,  Quo,  Calvo,  Goniel,  and  otiien,  to  enter 
upon  a  more  grateftd  snlject,  and  give  some  aooount  of  Jovellanoa. 
He  is  now  an  old  roan,  bat  his  life  has  bsen  spent  in  ^  exefdse'of 
nrtne,  in  the  enltivatioa  of  his  mindj  and  in  devising  practical  plans 
for  ameliorating  the  condition  of  his  ooontiy ;  he  has  learnt,  by  suffer- 
ing a  long  and  unmerited  imprisonment,  to  raise  himself  ;L})o\e  misfor* 
tune,  and  to  prefer  the  good  of  his  Icllon  -creatures  to  those  g^tifica- 
tions  and  indulgc  iu  i  s  which  his  suhsrqupnt  elevation  might  have  in- 
jured.   He  laboured  diligently,  dunng  his  exile  in  Majorca,  to  point 
out  the  evils  which  oppressed  the  agriculture  of  Spain,  and  prepared 
himself  for  legislation,  by  contemplating  the  suflfcring!)  which  the  old 
laws  of  entail,  and  mortmain,  had  inflicted  on  the  nation.  At  the  first 
assembliiig  of  the  Junta,  it  is  said  that  Count  Flinrida  Bknca,  who 
had  been  minister  of  Spain  nnder  the  antient  regimen,  gave  mora 
impoHance  to  the  rank  of  the  grandees,  and  two.  to  the  vidons  part 
of  the  antient  forms  and  institations,  than  was  compatible  widi  the 
more  correct,  practical,  and  simple  views  of  Jovelknos ;  that  these 
two  men  fermed  the  central  points  round  which  the  oAer  members 
rallied,  and  that  die  majority,  not  being  men  of  enlaiged  minds, 
coincided  w  ith  the  opinions  of  Florida  Blanca  more,  tfian  witli  those 
of  Jnvellanos.    This  adherence  to  the  opinions  of  the  former  occa- 
sioned the  appointment  of  Ck>unt  Altamira  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Junta,  and  tlie  retention  of  a  rumhrous  load  of  forms  and  ceremonies, 
only  tending  to  cramp  the  exertions  which  Spain  is  now  csdled  upon 
to  make.  In  private,  JoveUanoe  is  frugal  and  simple  in  bis  manners. 
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beloved  by  Ms  friends,  and  esteenaed  by  all  who  know  him;  he  i« 
even  now  a  dUigent  stiideut,  aiid  has  acquircJ  a  knowledge  of  tlic 
best  wdt»X6  iu  the  (jrjreek  .laoglMge  fiUjpeiiof  to  tliat  <#f  aoy  mati  at 

.SMVedim»  the  minister  of  tiuauce,  and  a  native  of  this  city,  though 
of  an  advancsed  9gei  discharges  the  duties  of  hia  c&ce  with  integrii^ ; 
bat  it  ia  auppoaed  tfiat  his  fiaculties  have  been  much  injured  by  an 
Ml«m»t  to  deatroy  llisi  by  pcuaoily  adnunisttf«d  at  the  ina^prtiop  of 
dkft  ninoe.of.PBafie.  It  haa  injiwed  his  healtli»  and  hia  laanioiy,  b«t 
be  atmnlakia  hia  beiiew6kiitdSBpoaiiioiM»4iid  hia  pttriode  ahhoticDoa 
of  ^French.  Hia  hoaae^ifca  donleatic  anuigaiiMnti  of  h»teil7» 
and  the  whole  aaopmny  of  lua  flataWwIinMii^  moie  reatnahle  thoaa  of 
a  well  regulatad  fiun^  in  England,  Ibm  aa  gebcnHj  aaeii'  w  diia 
eauriiy.  id  diiightnn,  -dmiijih  not  dealiliile  of  accomplMwiOTrta^ 
have  been  taught  to  set  an  unusually  high  value  on  the  cultivationr 
of  their  mind^,  aud  they  are  tlie  beat  iuionued  women  1  have  met 
with  ill  Spain. 

The  Count  Altamlra,  a-s  president  of  the  Junta,  ought,  from  his 
rank  perhaps,  to  have  been  iirst  ijotjcxd.  I  have  only  seen  him  in 
the  public  streets.  He  has  tlie  physiognomy  of  a  baboon,  and  is  said 
to  possess  little  more  intellect  than  that  mimic  of  maa.  He  is  cs- 
oarted  to  the  Alcazar  bja  party  of  the  bone  guavds.  In  a  chariot  of  a 
most  despicable  appearance,  drawn  by  two  miika,  while  the  popuhuw 
naerii^fty  call  him  the  King  of  Seville, 

The  sittinga  of  tfaia  anamUy  are  fiom  tea  till  tfarce  m  iha  mom- 
io|;»  and  in  the  evening  Bnom  oghttiUdeven:  eiF«y  thing  iaiaaelly 
condacted,  bet  it  ia  knowA  Ant,  the  meeting  is  dindod  inta  com- 
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^   iMiiteC4^iiw(§rttlteiid >€i>  the  dUEBvent  imiidies  ofthe  rili&iJiiblntiiMity 

and  report  to  the  whole  body  the  result  of  their  separate  lal>our». 
They  meet  in  ;i  most  (jeaiuitul  .'•alooti  ;viihin  tlic  AK';l;^:u',  and  ;irt; 
alwa^-s  in  full  drt;s,s,  swords.    The  elevtioii  of  tlitae  men,  in 

moat  instaucM,  ^va^  tlw  rosiilt  nf  accident,  and  those  who  chdSL-  t\\vm 
never  delegated  the  powers  they  have^auce  aasumcd,  nor  seemed  to 
mppose  that  such  powerS'were  neceisjuy. '  •  '  - 

«It  appears  that  Spain  was  vktaaiOj  governed,  at  Oic  commence* 
neiit  of  the  rev<4utioli^  by  'nQSwroiu  provincial  Juntab,  Rearmed,  on 
die  spar  ef  llNroocanoB,  indidbk  adj  odier  election  iSaan  popiibr  ejpt- 
HMU  i  ■  end  tfae  vAttkt  kbgdodi^becaiiie  a  number  dC  indepeiideDt;- «&• 
eiiwd  eif  fcdiwil'i^i^iihce*-  The  neceBiily  ^tof  umoDy  end  lint  VMm  'f^* 
hn:ged  'wi|p-af  Ae  firitiebGovemm^^  iii^<^  coiddiiiot  treat  wHh 
ihfipe  iBVidMed  he^es^  inadeia  oentnl  gemfiimeiit  kkdi^Dsabl}?ne- 
*      ceaniy.'  lt'vmWKnkU>  teosM^ 

.  oes,  .aiaid  to  oonqqer  the  jealodaiee  mnteaHy  wcnfci toiiwdf  |;  ifcr  wee  not 
to  be  expected  that  these  provincial  juntas,  each  cxerafling  wiAin 
its  diBtrii  t  the  full  ])^>^^  or  of  sovereipity,  and  held  together  merely 
by  thu  luiuie  of  Ferdiii.nni.  i:'*)ul(l  he  lirou>;hl-  f*'  ix'hntjui'-h  tlic  autlio- 
ritv  thev  had  cxerciseil,  and  e\vrfi,,t;(l  w  itli  I'licrn-y,  unti  i^uict ly  resiijn 
it  into  tlie  hands  oi  unotiier  set  ol  meti,  to  whoia  they  wi  w  cunru 
strangers,  and  of  whose  views  they  were  doubtful.  Conceiving  that 
Ijy  the  election  they  delegated  very  little  power,  they  Ik  f  nme  less 
careful  in  their  choice,  and,  ae  in  the  inatance  of  Coti&t  XilU,  and 
Dtm  Vincente  Uore,  even  selected  aonie,  from  mistaken  notions, 
whose  characters  and  talents  rendered  them,  of  all  others,  the  most 
uqfit  for  the  trpst 
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I  haw,  now  before  me,  the  instructions  from  the  province  of  Va- 
lencia, the  most  enlightened  in  Spain,  to  its  ilLputics,  which  will 
shew  whaf  the  views  of  tliat  province  were,  when  liiose  tk  j)uiie:< 
were  chosen.  1  shall  onlv  translate  svk  li  passages  as  manifest  how 
very  limited  their  ideas  were  of  the  power  they  delegated. 

"  The  powers  of  the  Central  Junta  are  limited  to  understanding 
and  decidiug  every  thing  which  relates  to  high  gtmrnmeiit,  such  as 
peace  or  war,  the  directian  of  arauesy  the  gomfimeiit  of  Ame- 
ijca«  and  the  nomiiiatMni  of  diplomatic  ag;eiitB,  and  miniaten.'' 

'*  ThaProvbdal  Janfa  will  oontiniie  pennanept,  with  the  mpieiiie 
anfliodty  of  in  hii^doin{  and  dw  dapaiies  ai  the  Gentnd  Junta  w!U 
depend  oniA,  ao  aa  to  bbonr  and  explain  accoiding  to  Ae  advice  given 
to  then,  alwu^  l^ing  subject  and  obedient,  masntumng  correspond- 
once  widi  Aem,  and  pwaawnf;  no  power  to  difer  from  the  opinions 
of  their  constituents." 

**The  term  of  the  duration  of  the  deputies  shall  he  one  ycM", 
with  the  capacity  of  re-election ;  but  the  provincial  Junta  retains  the 
power  to  dismiss  them  whene\'er  it  shall  be  foun^  convenient." 

"  In  matters  of  great  importance,  which  do  not  require  prompt 
dedaion,  such  as  treaties  of  peace,  declarations  of  war,  and  esta- 
l&hmcnt  of  imposts,  they  must  wait  for  the  previoua 
vote  of  the  provincisd  Junta  befoie  they  leaolve." 

*<  Each  provmcial  Junta  ahall  attend  to  the  ooUecticn  of  ita  xm» 
VMBM,  and  to  the  aatiaf^riiig  ita  napective  olifigations,  ao  (hat  the 
anny,  die  nnvy,  and  all  daascaaie  to  receive  tSidr  pay  from  the  handa 
of  the  provinoaa,  and  not  from  the  Cential  Junto,  without  mB^dag, 
tt  hoetofoie^  a  comnum  nntM  of  all  die  findak'' 
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**  Hie  Central  Jimta  ahali  be  employed  in  regiiletiaig  die  eoBsti- 
fotion  of  die  Ungdom,  In  lelioiiinng  the  d<nl  and  erinunal  eodce,  die 

revenues,  8cc.  bat  k  nrast  oonniramcate  to  the  provindal  Juntas  its 
ideas  on  each  subject,  and  adopt  those  resolutions  which  sltall  be 
approved  by  the  mayoritj'  of  them."  * 

**  When  the  Central  .luiitii  i;^nuits  ;i  |i(.  iisioii  to  any  person,  it 
must  consult  beforehand  with  tltc  provincial  Junta  that  is  to  pay  it, 
and  it  wiU  be  its  duty  to  resolve  on  it." 

The  provindal  Juntas,  bcwdes  the  other  mattem  peiBted  out, 
-will  epdeitBtae  to  wfoi«  thei  eeeneenicei  end  political  ^atein  of  their 
Mveial  dnttielii  dnd'ivill, 'ibr«fae  inlbtiiietian  of  the  Geatiel  Jente, 
make  haMm  ie^k  llinr ngdeibqe :  i^witt  eonte  aK  elvil  end  ee:* 
ebeiaetieel  offieea^y  |pving  noifioe  ■  the  €— tret  Jnnte,  WIneb  ie  to 
eooficin  thdbr  appointmenti :  aadi  the  eowta  of  joetioe  ehall  pro- 
teeC  e«dnet  all  infiaictiona  of  their  laws."  * 

I  «ne  steson  to  bciieie,  that  all  the  other  depatiee  were  lettered 
in  a  manner  Mnilar  with  thoae  frgni  Valoicia ;  but,  having  released 
thcinselves  from  their  originally  narrow  restrictiouB,  it  is  very  diffip 
cult  to  obtain  anv  ii)furmadon  respecting  them. 

Men  thus  l)ioiii;lit  iocrther,  to  administer  the  aflfairs  of  a  cfreat 
country  in  the  hour  of  alarm  and  contusion,  thougli  possessed  of  tlie 
gr^test  talents,  patriotism,  and  experience,  could  liave  done  no- 
thing without  consulting  tbor  eoostitucnts,  and,  before  this  could 
have  been  effwted,  the  enemy  would  have  driven  them  from  their 
idaoe  of  aaacmfaly.  I  am>  thevefiire,  Su  from  bhuning  the  Jnntafbr 
•amming  the  power,  and  inii^  the  name  of  Feidinend,  to  aanoliiMi 
and  give  anthixi^  to  ifte  pweradinga;  hat  it  hae  i^peaied  to  ne 
pfoper  to  point  out  ibe  caaee  of  the  dectioii  of  ew^  men  a»  now 
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«njo«f  die  supreme  povar.  It  k  itffl  diiMi  io  expUda  it  come- 
to  pass,  that  wm  who  bad  displayed  moh  activity  and  eaeigy*  tlm- 
eommonoement  of  this  important  straggle,  sImqM  have  been  found 
so  deficient  in  ju(lji;rnent  and  foresight,  as  to  be  negligent  in  the 
choice  of  thosi-  in  wlioni  they  delegated  their  power. 

The  public  mind,  never  having  been  turju  d  to  pohiicai  subjects, 
extmBB  ignorance  upon  these  topics  has  been  the  nataral  conse- 
quence, and  dieir  beet  writers  ha^e  new  vanland  to  diacnse  ]Datter» 
Itektitlg  to  the  evleiit,  or  limifts  of  pdwer  necessary  l&r  Ae  ftunc^na 
of  goMMHMnt  (  hut  iMfo  gMamdly  euAuA  tlianiMlvcB  t»polltiotfi 
tioooomy,  HdapttMl  to  mImI  viKto  of  SpaiA,  at  tba  poried  i* 
ufaieh  tboy  mte.  Tkxm^  penobsi  «ho  had  pml  a^  atbiltiaki  io 
political  anbjcefa,  had  hommd  the  idcia  of  Mimteaf|«a«i»  trho  owf 
tainfy  impieased  bis  readers  mih  jealoiis  lean  of  ^  dai^r  of  vnU- 
nited  powor;  whichy  however  caleidated  ftr  the  tranqdl  times  of 
Bwnipe  la  wbidi  he  lived,  are  iU-adiqpted  for  the  present  day. 

In  all  my  conversations  vnA  the  Spamwds,  who  clamour  for 
the  convocation  of  the  Cortes,  I  have  felt  a  persuasion  that  they 
are  not  lookinic  '-^^  the  proper  means  of  salvation  ;  that  an  execu- 
tive, not  a  itgislative  power,  is  what  the  present  state  of  their 
country  demands;  that  a  dictator,  not  a  senate,  is  the  great  desi- 
deratum. Whatever  the  state  of  this  government  may  be  hereafter^ 
nothing  can  be  worse  than  it  is  at  present,  and  no  change  can  injure 
the  people,  except  French  subjugation,  an  evil  which,  I  believe^  will 
never  be&lL  them,  in  spite  of  all  their  blunders  and  oonsununate  in- 
dotlence.  The  pieseut  sjatem  uniteB  the  evils  of  the  three  forma  into 
which  governments  ave  naoally  divided,  without  possessing  the  ad- 
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mntigM  of  afher,  and  m  one  deMlaiiiig  view,  pceMnAi  ihit  dehOlty 
of  a  worn-out  dapotiBm,  witliout'  its  aeciecy  m  its  union ;  ibe  inoo- 
lenoe  and  intrigues  of  an  aristocracy,  -widKmi;  its  ivisdom  or  refine- 
ment ;  and  the  fiustion  and  indedsim  of  a  demociac^,  without  the 
animated  eneigy  of  pc^iular  feeling,  fienoe  all  is  douhtlial,  waver- 
ing, and  indeciave,  the  resolutions  of  one  day  contradicting  those  of 
the  preceding,  aiul  the  labours  of  one  section  interfering  with,  those  of 
another^  in  a  manner  that  produces  universal  confusion. 

I  shall  dismiss  this  subject  with  observing,  that  the  members 
are  paid  an  annual  salary  of  4000  dollars ;  without  which^  many  of 
them,  whose  estates  are  sitxiated  in  parts  of  die  ooontty  occnped  by 
iSbib  French,  and  fimm  which  they  can  draw  no  revenaes,  would  be 
fmaUe  to  snbaist,  even  with  all  their  paninmuoas  eeonomy. 
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LETTER  XL 
oBiiBftAL  jomauoKE  m  ram  crt'— mtsBn — bousbs— irAUct-^pmuc 

BUltDIMGtT-fABKlCA  DB  T08ACO— SNUFF — ST.  ELMO— BAD  HAVAt.  BDVCA- 

now— imioiANCE  of  professors  —  AftUEDucT  —  GAHMON  BQiniray « 
oorrw  mms  of  rio  twto— waixs  akd  oatbs. 

SSVILLB,  OCT.  18Q9. 

■ 

I  BELIEVEy  m  my  Ibniier  lettcm,  I  weoto  ao  fully  on  the 
pofitica  of  €baB  oountiy,  liaat  it  is  tisie  to  quit  that  subject  and  enter 
npon  odien,  in  whidi  peiliaps  you  ynSL  fcA  greater  inteieat  Hie  ap^ 

pearauce  of  this  city  is  very  different  from  any  that  1  have  seen  ;  each 
house  occupies  a  large  space  of  ground,  and  all  have  an  open  court 
withiu  them  called  the  Patio;  in  the  centre  of  this  space  there  is  usu- 
ally a  fountahi  of  cool  water,  occasionally  surrounded  with  orange  trees, 
and  other  evergreens.  The  streets  are  extremely  narrow  ;  very  few 
are  wide  enou^  to  allow  two  carriages  to  paaa,  in  many  there  is  not 
sufHcient  room  even  to  admit  a  single  cainage,  and  the  marks  of  the 
wheels  are  frequently  vuiUe  on  the  waUe  of  tiie  houses.  Several  ef 
the  streets  indeed  are  ao  rayvantm,  that  I  have  toudied  the  oppo- 
(Ute  walls  at  l3b»  aanw  time.  Tbe  honsea  being  lo%  the  son  never 
penetrates  to  the  hottou  of  these  streets,  and  they  have,  on  the 
hottest  day,  almost  the  coolness  of  oar  edhfs.  The  pavemoit  in 
gencmlis  bod,  and  there  is  no^  even  in  iho  widest  streets^  any  fiiot- 
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juiih  for  paasengen,  which  however  is  of  Uttle  cooseq^ueooe  where  there 
are  very  few  carts  or  coaches.  There  are  not  many  squares,  nor  open 
plaoes  in  ^  city,  hut  the  environs  have  some  beautiful  public  walks, 
one  of  them,  by  Ihe  side  of  the  liver  Gaaiia]i|iiivir,  is  usually  fre- 
quented by  ihit  principal  inhabitantB  of  the  dty.  There  am  besides, 
two  other  wy  deli^itfiil  fwBw,  but  as  their  flituation  is  mote 
JVom  the  residence  of  die  higgler  daas,  Aey  are  net  phoea  of  smch 
resort,  though  the  municipality  lieeps  diem  in  excellent  repair. 
Several  of  tlie  public  places  are  adonfed  with  fimntains,  but  as  die 
water  they  con  till  n  is  seklom  cool,  stalls  are  erected  in  various  parts 
of  the  cltv  for  the  sale  of  tliat  necessary  aiticle,  previously  filtered 
tJirough  jars  of  porous  earth. 

If  there  be  little  to  a(hiilre  in  the  streets  generally,  the  public 
"buildings  are  objects  deserving  tlie  highest  admiration.  The  Spani- 
ards have  always  possessed  considerable  skill  in  architecture ;  and,  as 
Ibave  viewed  the  buildings  of  this  oky  with  great  pleasure,  IshaU 
attempt »  dertsriptioo  of  aonae  of  die  most  remarkable. 

I  shall  begin  widi  noddpg  a  puMic  building,  which  though  of 
modern  date  partakes  somewhat  of  die  sijto  whioh  prmrailed  in  Spain 
during  the  time  of  Oharies  die  Fifth:  it  was  eiuelid  ia^  die  pur^ 
pose  of  carrying  on  die  manufacture  of  iobacoe,  bang  an  ar» 
tide  subject  to  heavy  taxadon  has  become  a  leyul  monopoly,  so  that 
no  tohacco,  nor  snuflF  is  permtttod  to  be  soU,  in  Ais  part  of  Spain, 
which  does  not  belong  to  the  crowB.  Hiia ' edifice  ia  very  huge,  is 
surrounded  with  a  ditch,  and  has  an  handsome  entrance -from  k'Oallo 
Nueva,  the  neatest  street  in  Seville,  of  which  the  front  of  dlis  build* 
log  fonns  one  side.    It  U  two  hundred  yards  in  leng^,  and  an  hanr* 
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dbred  nnd  five  in  bitadtii,  ;iiul  its  appearance  gives  an  idea  of  strength 
and  solidity.  I  went  through  the  interior  of  it,  consisting  of  twenty- 
eight  courts,  round  which  the  rooms  for  the  different  branches  of  the 
nanuikctory  are  arranged,  i  t  con  t  u  1  n  s  u  p  wards  of  an  hundred  mills  for 
grinding  the  snuff,  which  are  turned  by  horses  and  mules,  while  some 
bundnda  of  men  and  boys  are  employed  in  rolling  k«f  tofaaooo  into 
Mgan ;  but  at  present,  dtber  from  the  dimmiahed  consumptioii  or 
the  etmbMband  tiade  from  Gibialter,  ihei«  is  not  <nie-d|glidi  part 
of  ctdier  die'niinsy  or  tfks  ^portmeats  Ibr  odier  bmnchea  cS  the  ma- 
Biifiietory  employed. 

The  sntdb  made  heie  are  of  yanam  kinds.  Tlie  rappee  is  a  bad 
*i*'***^n  of  the  French  snvff  of  ibat  name ;  btit  that  wbidi  is  most 
tostsened  is  mixed  tntb  an  eartb  from  Almazanron,  between  Lotca 
and  Carthagena,  called  Almagre,  a  species  of  ochre ;  it  is  mixed  with 
the  tobacco  in  -a  d.nnp  state,  and  gives  it  the  colour,  as  well  as  that 
pungency  and  f]a\ our,  which  are  so  much  admired.  By  calcidating 
the  quantity  of  snuff  manufactured  and  ready  for  delivery,  I  found 
it  would  produce  wb«i  sold  about  two  millions  of  dollars,  hut  tliis  is 
calculating  it  at  the  price  at  which  it  is  delivered  here,  which  u  about 
ten  times  as  rnucb  as  it  oosti  the  gornnment,  mless  the  expenoes  of 
the  estabhshmeiit  af«,  as  I  sospect  ibem  to  be,  most  extiavagantlj 
high :  indeed  I  learnt,  thst  tiioa^  die  nnmber  of  labourers  was  re- 
dooed  to  oue-fiftb  of  the  nsual  eatshUsfament,  yet,  that,  that  of  die 
officers,  wboee  salaries  are  cdasiderable,  is  die  same  as  when  the  con- 
sumption and  oonaeqiiendy  the  revenues  were  mnch  greater.  I  was 
gready  strode  with  the  r^goraos  ^■■^i'iari^n  die  htbooren  nnderwent 
on dirir  karing  the  fidvica:  they  were  abniat  stripped  nsked,  end 
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cxaiiiiiied  as  closely  as  if  tliey  had  heeu  working  in  a  dI:imoi)d  mine  ; 
and  yet,  ill  Sj)ile  ui'  hU  these  precautious,  I  was  iniurmeii  that  they 
contriv^ed  to  senxte  considcnd>Ie  quantities. 

1  went  from  tlii;  Fabrics  de  Tohaco  to  see  St.  Khno,  a  naval  in- 
stitution founded- by  Fenliivand  Columbaa,  aoQ  o£  tke  discoverer  of 
Ainenga»  im  the  year  1S^(>,  bat  hiriMiiig  wt»  not  finished  lill 
aev«al  ym»  Us  extant  and  beanty  am  vnj.  coBsid«rabb»  w 

it  «ffectBd.iit  a^feilod  when  die  HKbitadnre}  ofi  SpMii  win  at  iti 
hnglit  XIm  ot^'ta  oC  tbi»  instiittlMn  «re  aunt  miacnibly  aegkoted  ? 
it  was  onginally  designed  far  one  hundred  and  filly  yoatha,  but  Iho 
nmnber  at  preheat  amoimto  to  no  mone  4ian  arventy ;  they  an  di* 
^ded  into.ia«r  fiteMM,  vr  eaa  «l  wKcll  merdl^rTCBdiag  andiwiilMg 
are  taui2;ht ;  the  other  three  are  de^i^ed  for  the  different  branches  of 
Uaatheiuativs ;  ^s<)Hle  j>i-ften>i(>iis  ai  L  uiso  macie  to  teach  geography, 
algolua,  e"*onictry,  and  tngouoiiietrv  ;  hut,  Ivaving-  ii«ither  IkwIis, 
uor  iustmmuuts,  nor  professors  posstessing  any  knowledge,  their  pro- 
greaa,  I  fear,  ia  fery  trifling.  Tho  principal  employment  of  tlie  elder 
boya  eoDMsta  in  eopying  from  charts  on  Mercator's  PimleetioD  $  buft 
c^ies  wera  fiie*aiiBttn  of  ^Moa  fipoaa  ^diicik  th^  were  takan* 
and,  a»  thay  bava  no  Gantei^a  aoal^.  aar  any  odkr  acale  of  linaoj 
Maaty  rirasiba,  waA  tangnts^  iktrnj  an  inaapabla  of  oooalnoting 
chtfrta  on  a  scale  dtfiawnt  fiwaa  tbiae  bofaw  tfaeaa.  Tha  name  of 
elgebia  ia^  inked,  upon  tiha  liafe  of  8tiidM»«  bat  tfae  profeaBor  did  noi 
eflfect  to  andiBwtand  it,  and,  on  every  subject  oonneeted  unth  nauti- 
cal saenoe,  dBsplayed  Kttle  more  knowledge  tban  most  of  tlie  mas- 
ters of  our  coasting  merchant  ship;  he  had  heard  of  ascertaming 
the  situation  of  a  shi^)  by  lunar  and  stellar  obscmuiuos,  and  by  two 
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AltitoJcB  c£  ihit  tmi  but  vathntaod  tMidMr  praetMse  nor  ibt 
principles,  hat  vvw  t|w  maiB  wtonlitiiiy  aaiaindM  and  uajfi-^ 
tudes !    After  MeSng  tMs  nuHititiM,  Aft  MipMiorhy  4iP  Brilmh 

navigators  is  no  lunger  surprising.  In  ©ur  schools  for  naval 
exlucation,  such  as  Clmst's  Hi>s|>lttil,  Greenwich  School,  and  espe- 
cially the  Academy  at  Portsmouth,  every  facility  is  afforded  to 
tlie  pupik,  which  iBStruiBents,  Imolcs,  and  tutors  can  bestow ; 
and  it  i»  the  boast  of  sdeooe,  that  some  «f  the  bmvest  officers^ 
tbwt  ever  conducted  British  acsmen  to.  victacy,  have  heen  the 
Ibest  pmctkai  matheinaricians  and  astronomers  of  their  age.  Bit 
io  recnra  from  tU*  digwewmi :  tbs  lifaraiy  k  n«y  defioent 
in  hooka ;  with  tha  anaptiaB  of  the  Fvnrah  JSoofdoftA,  «ndi  a 
^.woEka  on  aatnaBon^  in  tha  ama  JaaigiagBy  ttHia  at«  iMie 
adapted  to  »  natal  InatitoiMiiK  The  faGjgiona  fteii  «f  eatafalMi* 
ment  is,  as  nauai,  not  ncghctad ;  «  handinnia  ^tumk,  with  amna- 
tokfabk  ]»ctarei»  liok  plaAa»  and  a  fpood  iMmaa  fat  tha  apiiitnd 
tutor,  seem  to  have  bad  more  attention  bestowed  vpOQ  diem  thatt 
any  other  department,  The  exj"»ence8  of  this  institution  are  de- 
frajtci  hy  a  suoaii  tonnage  duty  upon  every  ship  that  saib  to 
America. 

The  aqueduct  which  sv^plies  the  city  with  water  terminates  at 
the  gate  leading  to  Madrid }  it  is  oaUed  Los  CaiioS  de  Carmona,  not 
because  the  water  is  conveyed  fnm  that  city,  hut  because  the  name- 
af  this  gate  is  Puerto  de  OannoiM.  It  haa  been  a  matter  «f  diapate^ 
whether  this  be  a  Roman»  or  Maodah  VMik,  to  ma  it  i^pcan  a  mis<^ 
tue  of  batbi  it  waa  ffobaklj  caaHfoatwi  ongmally  by  dw  l«mer» 
and  aAenagiB,  aa  Uia  irafc  dmayed,  Npakad  faj  tbe  latter*  Tli» 
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ai^es  are* of  diflRiliiit  raMimdiODf  wtmt  nsesAfii^  'Ae  Roman, 

others  the  Moorish;  which  last  approach  nearer  to  the  form  of  a 
horse-shoe,  and  terminate  wliiiiii  the  perpendicular  that  supports 
them.  The  water  rnnvi  ved  from  a  hill,  where  it  rises,  near  the 
town  of  Alcaln,  about  eight  iniies  from  the  city.  The  aqueduct  stands 
on  arches  tw  cive  feet  in  diameter,  and  is  supported  hy  piUan  neailj 
thirty  feet  high,  in  the  part  which  I  examined;  but  tfaeae  necessarily 
niy  in  height  accord  in;^  to  the  level  of  the  ground  over  which  the 
aqoedoct  is  earned.  The  mater  ie  oondocCed  in  an  open  camd  on  the 
top  of  the  arehea,  and  fbnns  a  oonatant  stream  tihree  feet  wide  and 
two  feet  deep,  and  is  esteemed  esceeUent;  a  pait  is  leceiTed  into  a 
luge  reserroir  near  the  gate,  and  tihe  vaunander  is  caawtjtA  by  pipes 
to  Ihe  Aleaaar;  die  public  Anmtalns,  and  the  houses  of  pmate  sn£- 
tidnak.  It  is  obnous  that  iSb»  Bomana,  aa  wdl  as  iht  Afoors,  were 
acquainted  with  tiia  method  of  taking  the  leveb  neeesaaxy  for  oon- 
dncting  water  to  ihdr  ctties,  diough  they  do  not  appear  ever  to  have 
applied  Aat  bowkc^e  in  the  eonstmotion  <^  canals,  to  transport 
heavy  productions  from  one  part  of  a  country  to  another.  It  is  also 
no  less  evident  that  they  were  unacquainted  witli  the  fact,  that 
water  in  a  tube  or  pipe  will  ascend  to  its  original  level,  or  Uiey  would 
have  supplied  their  cities  with  water  .l)y  means  of  pipes,  in  j)refer- 
ence  to  the  far  more  expensive  motlij  of  conveying  it  by  acjueducts. 

The  royal  cannon  foundery  is  a  very  fine  building,  where  two 
hnndced  men  are  constantly  employed  in  casting  and  boring  gnns  of 
a  large  calibre.  The  shape  and  ornaments  of  the  guns  are  very  beau-' 
tiiul,  and  they  are  turned  and  bored  by  the  machinery  used  in  Engw 
buid  for -siinilar  pupoaes.  The  gnateat  dsfieioboy,  I  iibaervedj  Was 
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^iHarn  Mai  wuit  of  nMusluiMiy  to.fteQitete  kbonr;.  noAcr  ike  stetm 

engine,  nor  the  water  wheel  has  yet  been  mtrodaced,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  labour  of  xnules  and  of  men  is  solely  employed,  even  in 
the  heaviest  operations.  It  is,  however,  the  best  aj  ranged  institu- 
tion I  have  hitherto  seen  in  Spain.  The  principal  manager  is  Senor 
Vedal,  a  native  of  Cataloiua^  who  politely  attended  us  dirough  the 
hmildingt  and  explained  every  part  with  great  minuteno^a.  He  is 
only  a  practical  man,  but  understands  chemi5tr\'  and  mineralogy  ;  be 
is  also  w^acqiuaDted  with  the  Eogliih,  French,  and  Swcdidli  writers 
on  dmse  sul^ects,  and  ^eaka  wSdi  mptmo  of  die  loeent  dSaooveries  of 
ovr  oooutryuiea  Davy^wboseaooonnt  of  die  new  metals  nacbed  bini 
only  a  sbort  tiue  ago.  I  eaqprsseed  some  smpriseat  tbe  gceat  niunber 
of  bniss  fpa»,  and  mnaibcd  tbatdie  EngHsb  need  iron  for  batteiing 
canmm,  wbicb  wece  equally  s^rieeaUe,.  end  ooet  no  more  dian  one 
fifili  ibe  e^enoe;  be  admitted  die  fact,  but  observed  that,  as  in 
Spain  all  the  copper  mines  paid  a  certain  proportion  of  their  produce 
to  the  King,  that,  tliat  proJucc,  whuh  thus  costs  uotluDg,  was  used 
for  cannon,  and  sutiicientiy  supphcd  the  exigencies  of  the  State.  How 
obvi  ous  must  it  appear,  to  any  one  of  the  least  reflection,  that,  if 
this  cupper  were  sold  by  the  government  and  iron  purchased,  a  con- 
siderable saving  would  accrue  1  but,  as  this  might  require  some  little 
eomlmiaiioa  and  aningeaien^  it  ie  not  likely  to  be  adopted  under 
present  circumstanoee. 

Senor  Vedel  baa  a  small  odlectioo  of  mberalogical  speameoa. 
Tbe  only  ones  I  bad  time  to  examine  were  tboee  of  copper  iram  Rio 
Unto,  die  mine  neaisst  to  Seville,  wbidi  is  now  woibed  by  a  com* 
pany  to  ooosidersble  advuit^ ;  about  tbree  bnndrsd  men  are  em- 
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pik^ped  in  it,  and  the  entnoMe  beiag  on  die  nde  «f  the  nwaBtuD, 
the  ofe  U  procuied  «t  a  smaU  ^Kpence.  They  lieye  no  ncotnioB  far 
a  tteam-engine,  baviag  met  widi  no  water  in  the  mine.  The  wins 
dip  from  north  to  oouth,  aie  fiacmed  of  .quartoee  matter,  in  whidi 
eulpfanret  of  iron  is  intermixed  with  edlphiiiete  end  other  ecnabinah 
tions  of  copper,  and  eome  epedmene  of  muriete  of  copper  have  heea 
found.  It  is  generally  believed  that  tlief^  are  veios  of  silver  under 
the  latter. 

Tlio  wallb  ut  Seville  are  supposed  to  liave  been  constructed  by  the 
Romans,  and  the  turrets  are  hv  tiie  liiiitoriaas  attributed  to  Julius 
Ceesar ;  they  are  of  little  uae  m  the  present  state  of  tlic  art  of  war, 
and  the  new  facine  batteries,  lately  erected,  are  not  more  serviceahlet 
indeed  the  phict;  is  Incapable  of  defence  i^'ithout  an  expence  on  the 
liwtificationa  which  the  position  does  not  merit.  Some  of  t\\e  gates 
are  veiy  magnifiscftt,  eapeciaUy  that  of  Tnana,  which  ieada  to  the 
bridge  of  faeats  over  the  Gandalqinvtr.  The  gate  of  Xeiee  poieemea 
more  ample  giimdeiv,  and  ever  it  ia  tfaia  inaciipdon : 

HERCULES  ME  EDIFICO  ; 
JULIO  CESAR  ME  CERCO 
DE  Ml  KiJS,  V  TORRES  ALT  AS  ; 
Y  EL  REY  SANTO  ME  fiAN^ 
CON  GARCI  PBHXZ  I>£  VAEGA8. 
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U  LOMIA— AMtEKAN  fttMa»  '  4*J»  Wt  HBMinUfe-^eAiA  llini»A--«JliLCilZAm 
— VIMB  OP  BEecnON—WTBRtOB— MOOBUH   AMCT    AMCtEMT  80ttLnUB» 

aovai  ov  dom  jomk  mmucii  pibbb  woh  mam^bbucwii^'Pbbacbiiic^ 
jLonmriAB  ooMBsnoMw 

iBVIUB,  OCT.  1809. 

One  of  the  hinMriigs  in  Seville  which  displnvs  the  best 
arehitectuml  taste  is  La  Lmijn,  huilt  orif^nally  at  the  exjK?iicc  of  the 
men^hants,  and  designed  for  an  exchauge.  It  form«  a  wjpeue,  and 
«Ach  Iroot  is  two  hmdred  feet  in  length,  and  being  rused  OB  steps, 
Imb  a  DMignificent  appeanoce.  The  staircase  ]«uttiig  to  the  upper 
'lORDS  iv  svpedbl^  bwlt  of  coloofed  itwrbk^  aboulr  twenty«iivief  feet  in 
brceiiiii)  with  bahistiBdes,  supperted  by  pillai^  of  die  seme  anb- 
alttnee :  die  apeitnients  eonsist  of  tbiee  rooms  in  feon^  each  one  hun* 
dbed  and  eighty  feet  hmg,  and  Ibnr'  odicrsj  lighted  from  die  patio, 
of  amaller  dimetMions ;  die  whole  fenns  a  gnuid  building,  and  doee 
honour  to  the  taste  of  die  age  in  which  It  was  elected. 

The  apartments  are  fiimished  wth  book-caae«,  whiA  contain  all 
the  correspondence  ^itli  America,  from  its  first  (liscovcr\  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  arranj^d  and  neatly  docketed;  and  reference  mu\  he  made 
to  any  paper  with  gr^it  facility.  The  original  letters  of  Cortex  and 
Hzarro  are  deposited  in  these  cases,  and  will  some  daj  probably 
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throw  light  on  the  history  of  that  period.  It  is  certain  that  tiie 
Spanish  historians  have  neglected  to  esoinine  these  valuable  docu- 
ments, and  the  writers  of  later  date  have  contented  themaelw  with 
qnotiiig  Rahvrtaoa,  whose  book,  with  all  its  deficiencieB,  oontaiiu 
more  aociuate  views,  and  more  exfemsive  knoiriedge,  of  the  eflbtm  cf 
the  Spsniuds  in  Ammcft  thxee  hondred  yearn  ago,  than  the  wioifc  of 
any  author  of  their  own  nation. 

La  Lon^  was  ooropleted  in  the  year  1196  by  Juan  de  Hernia, 
one  of  the  most  cebbiated  arcbatects  in  Spain.  In  early  life  he 
visited  Italy  in  a  military  capacity,  and  availed  lumself  of  that  op- 
portaiuty  to  study  the  variooa  models  of  art  with  which  that  country 
abounds :  he  was  an  excellent  mathematician,  and  applied  his  know- 
ledge und  tabtc  to  the  study  ut  arclutccturc.  After  the  death  of  Juan 
Bautista  de  Toledo  he  was  employed  in  completing-  the  EscuriaJ, 
which  established  his  fame,  and  occasioned  hb  beuig  created  a 
kjiigl<t  of  St.  lago,  Quarter-master  General  of  the  Royal  Palace,  and 
Superiuteudant  of  the  Royal  Mansions.  I  wished  to  make  a  sketch 
of  this  building,  and  one  of  the  Canons  of  the  Cathedral  introduced 
me  to  the  house  ci  a  lady  opposite,  where  I  had  a  good  view  of  it. 
As  I  used  the  camem  lucida,  the  aatonishment  of  the  good  lady  and 
her  domestics  was  m*  alitde  esn^tedj  and  perhaps  1  might  Iwve  been 
taken  for  a  magician  if  I  had  not  been  the  friend  of  a  priest,  lor 
imthtog  coidd  exceed  their  saipijse  wbm  diey  saw  the  bnildiD^  be- 
fore them  lefleded  on  the  paper,  reduced  to  a  small  cwnpass,  and 
every  part  exact. 

The  Oaaa  Mooeda,  or  mint,  is  at  present  veiy  little  used}  owing 
te  Ihescaidty  of  silver,  ievrcf  Ae  prcssjes  were  at  worit,  bat  enoim^ 
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wers  employed  to  thew  die  impetftdSoo  iof  iSm  mMsmrft  iSm 
presses  are  worked  by  manual  labour,  and  the  dyes  are  very  bad ; 
the  slowness  of  the  work  renders  tlie  coinage  expensive  even  hcrej 
where  manual  lal)our  Is  coui|wmtIvely  cheap. 

The  Alcazar,  an  ancient  palace,  ia  an  object  that  naturally  at- 
tracts tlie  attention  of  every  one  who  visits  Seville.  It  was  ori- 
l^llj  b«Ut  by  the  Moors ;  but  no  infonnition  of  the  date  of  its 
eoBunencement  can  he  obtained.  Hie  greater  part  was  constructed 
by  Fcter  tho  Crael,  beCweea  the  jean  1363  and  1364,  who  ex- 
MsUy  ofljped  the  ibaUaa  etyle  of  die  endent  part  of  the  edUlce ; 
and  ibe  renuoder  mm  eraetod  by  Cfaeilfls  the  Fifth.  There  ie 
floe  AioIno  iaectiptimi,  with  the  date  of  the  H^ra»  correapoodhy 
t»  the  year  1161  of  the  Cfarietian  eta;  and  the  name  of  the  arehi* 
teot  who  built,  and  of  the  king  wider  whom  it  wae  ended,  are  in 
dw  same  place.  The  letter  k  called  Naser,  of  whom  I  oonld  leam 
nothing  in  any  history  I  have  met  wi^  ;  indeed  the  Spanish  histo- 
rians, Mariana,  Ocampo,  Ortiz,  and  otliers,  have,  in  tlieir  writings, 
eitlier  omitted  the  series  of  the  Moorish  kings,  or  passed  them  over 
very  Bllg;htlv,  bo  tliat  their  worlc?^,  from  the  vear  7^0  to  a1)out  1250, 
ifyi^^^  ot  meriting  the  title  oi  histories  of  Spain,  ought  to  be  denu* 
tninated  histories  of  the  Goths  who  retired  from  the  Moorish  con* 
querors  to  the  actremities  of  Spain. 

The  oateide  of  the  Akaaar  ie  misctable  in  its  appearance;  but 
the  firet  cowt  albr  enteting  the  gate  hes  a  very  grand  eflfect:  the 
fioot,  lookSog  into  that  omrty  ie  pwdy  Andao  in  its  style,  and  the 
bscriptimas  frrav  the  idea  of  its  being  boik  by  tfaatpeopki  It  is, 

JC 


Digitized  by  Google 


M  UlTTEHS  FROM  &PAIN. 

* 

nererdMlese,  Moertuned  to  hftye  been  coiurtntcted  ttHCB  ^6  conquest, 
by  the  Christians ;  and,  indeed,  the  arms  of  Castile  and  Xxion  are 
mingled  ^vith  the  Arabic  characters.  The  flight  of  stairs  leading  to 
the  royal  ajiai  Iments,  now  oci  upicd  by  Garay,  is  of  marble;  and 
some  ^lleries,  ot  the  s;inu'  niatenal,  lead  to  other  parts  of  the  build- 
ing. The  courts  are  ornamcntud  with  marble  fountains,  and  are  well 
flfaaded  with  corridors,  supported  by  marUe  pillars.  The  hall,  now 
oooupied  by  the  Junta,  foraierly  called  the  Hall  of  Amhaandxnn,  w  a 
benatilul  apartment,  adnnwd  with  ekgant  designs  in  stucco,  aiid 
mth  a  floor  of  the  nuwt  tnuupaKnk  Bnible^  of  nwioua  coloon.  Hie 
fooou  adjoining  are  occapied  by  tlie  diierent  oomnntteei,  or,  as  tihey 
aia  caUed,  aeodouy  into  wludi  die  Junta  u  dirided,  and  the  whole 
pelaoe,  iriueh  ia  very  extoutte^  ia  filled  by  the  diffrtant  bfancliee  of 
tbe  government,  whoie  deilu  have  offieea  retj  weU  adapted  for  die 
dispatdi  of  baeinees  fix^n  iheir  proximity  taeaoh  odier. 

The  garden  of  die  Akasar  ia  aud  to  have  been  laid  out  by  the 
Moors,  and  is  preserved  in  its  original  state ;  it  contains  walks  paved 
with  marble,  piirtcries  laid  out  with  ever-grteiis,  and  ^\c}\  shaded 
Vt  lih  orange  trees.  In  many  parts  of  it  there  are  batlis,  supplied  by 
marble  fountains  from  the  atjut  duct  1  dej>cribt;d  in  a  former  letter, 
and  they  have  a  contrivance  for  rendering  the  walks  one  continued 
foantain,  by  forcing  up  small  streams  of  water  from  minate  pipes  in 
ilM»  jmning  of  die  alabs,  which  in  this  climate  produces  a  most  grate- 
ful effect.  As  a  qiecimea  of  an  Axalaan  gaideo,  in  iti  on^inal  alate, 
ihia  is  an  intereating  ftlject,  and  we  na^iiiaily.aaaoGkle  with  it  iaeol< 
ketwna  gathered  fion  the  Baalem  wriieni»  .e^eciilly  fican  die  Son^ 
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of  Solonuny  ia  ^  Soriptatcs,  in  wludi  Ae  dcaeriptUms  very  well 
agree  with  this  gudeo ;  for,  iu  addition  to  the  other  cifcniUiteDces, 

it  is  completely  walled  nmnd,  and  ra  Mcfaided  ftom  every  one  except 
tl»e  inhabitants  of  oue  purL  of  the  palace. 

The  saloon,  \\  hich  was  occupied  by  the  Junta  of  Seville  wheu 
its  t  lurgy  directed  the  public  nilad  of  this  city,  contains  a  collection 
of  Roman  antiquities  brought  from  Italian,  an  aitticut  city,  about 
four  miles  hence,  and  celebrated  as  the  birth-place  of  the  Emperor 
Trajan.  I  observed  some  fine  statues  which,  ^M>^gh  partly  mutl» 
ktod,  shew  the  superiority  of  the  aatieDta  ovnr  the  modems  in  the 
art  of  sGulptare:  a  coloaBal  figiiva»  tiypoaed  to  he  Apollo,  k  teoiack- 
«Uy  well  encnfted;  and  the  atatno  of  *  vtMtal,  in  good  preaerratMo, 
diaoovcta  f^t  skill  in  the  %we  and  dispomtian  of  the  dnpeiy.  Th^ 
Boman  inscriptions  collocted  in  tins  place  are  veiy  'nanienMis,  and 
wordijrtheatteataoo  of  diose  who  are  fimd  of  atodyiog  tfiem.  I  hope 
TQj  taste  will  not  he  too  severely  condemned  if  I  renaik,  that  die 
Moorish  antiqintios  afiiid  me  greater  pleaaore  than  the  Roman ;  to 
me  they  possess  more  of  novelty,  have  been  much  ksa  described,  and 
are  in  every  respect  better  adapted  to  the  climate.  ' 

As  I  am  writing  to  you  uu  the  subject  of  the  Moorish  aittitjui* 
ties,  I  must  say  that  I  have  been  more  liighly  gratified  by  seeing  tbe 
private  hou^e  of  Don  Josse  Maria  Perez,  a  merchant  of  this  city, 
than  by  any  other  remains  of  that  people.  This  house  was  built  b)| 
the  Moors,  and  was  the  residence  of  one  of  their  chiefs.  The  whole 
is  most  voluptnovsly  contrived  for  a  warm  climate,  but  one  of  &ti^ 
apaifaents  exoeieds  every  thing  I  have  mi.   It  is  in  the  most  per^ 
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feet  prawrraluni,'  tliMglft' ei±My  bot  Inn jOiaii  fiw  boadnd  jnn 
old:  the  fenm  iwicaiUn  A  ihiible aile»  ths  >«nm  plaeed  ibo«6  the 
atker,  ite  height  about  taaiJtfi  tmA'ih  length  hwulth  ahoot  thirty 
feet ;  the  omaments  begin  at  aboat  ten  laet  horn  the  ifoor,  and  are 

pontitmcd  to  tlie  top  of  tho  room ;  they  consist  of  a  kind  of  variegated 
net-work  of  stucco,  (lesl{^iie<l  with  such  regularity  and  exquisite 
beauty,  that,  without  the  aid  of  a  drawings,  I  should  despair  of  doiii^ 
it  justice.  It  is  said  that  this  kind  of  stucco  is  composed  of  lime 
mixed  Mith  the  whites  of  eggs ;  but  whaterer  be  its  composition,  its 
dncabiUity  is  such  that,  after  the  lapse  of  at  least  five  oentnries,  not 
a  flaw  or  ctack  ie  to  be  eeen  io  the  whole  of  the  surfkce,  «bd  it  ie  ae 
hard  as  a  elafie :  due  apartment  'woald  akoe  he  a  snfBcient  jno(.  te 
■le  of  Ae  sBpeiiority  of  the  Moon  over  the  S^MUiiarde  ui  tiieur  taste 
lor  deeontSng  their  dn«l]ji^;B. 

On  Sonday  I  went  to  the  Gbdiedia],  to  eee  die  oevemaDy  of 
h^h  Mass.  Thece  is  a  pomp  and  splendonr  in  the  Cadiolie  worship, 
when  peifenned  in  a  conn^y  where  thafreligton  is  established,  which, 
Hke  any  other  pageant,  dazzles  for  a  nnnient,  and"  omifines  the 
attention  to  the  imposing  spectacle ;  but  it  is  so  different  from  any 
of  our  feelings  of  religion,  that  the  impression  it  makes  upon  us, 
differs  little  from  that  which  the  hcst  srcnos  in  a  theatre  produce. 
On  those,  however,  who  from  early  and  repeated  association  have 
eounected  these  ceremonies  with  religious  ideas,  and  with  the  strong 
feelings  of  adoration  and  gratitude,  the  effect  prodoced  must  be  very 
great,  thongh  I  should  snspect  very  transient 

I  have  fnquen^  visited  this  Qnrch  befere,  and  evi»y  ttmn 
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viih  fdi  Sacwaed  fiilmiititkm,  ^Mtlimnfinid  to  attunpt  a'db- 
8mpii«n  of  fitopi  »ia>MeioasiieM'of<  liae  dtffioulty  to  do  justice  to 
tnv  owH  impressions.  From  the  climate,  it  is  necessary  to  excltide 
the  heat,  aod  of  course  the  li^ht ;  theiv  are  coiiserjuoutly  but  few 
windows,  and  those  of  pamtLti  glass,  barely  sufiiciunt  to  give  light 
enough  to  distinguish,  on  &st  entering,  t)ie  various  surrounding  ob- 
jects. This  produces  a  solemn  effect  otk  the  high  altar^  wMcb  ia  bril- 
liantly illuminated  with  wax-tapers  of  an  cnonnous  size.  The  deeo* 
latums  ci  this  altar  me  splemtid  and  nmiptiau  beyond  deaeriptioii; 
4e  quantity  «f  fpUSiag  on  the  borden  of  tbe  dilfefeat  comput* 
mentB,  filled  Hfith  tiaage*  and  pictixre9»  ^  weaaf  a3ver  and  gdd 
oraamenta,  and  ^  nib  <f  btonse,  taatdalt^  dangnml,  compose  a' 
moat  io^cvmve  whole.  The  priealB  kneeling  befbie  ^  alMr,  and 
in  silence  oflfering  up  their  devotions,  the  doods  of  aaoenfng  in* 
and  tbepioQa  on  tiwir  knees,  in  the  most  striking  attitudes^ 
altogether  form  a  scene  that  at  once  captivates  im  iginanon,  and 
suspends  the  reasoning  faculties  ;  it  is  a  scene  to  be  felt  hut  not 
described ;  the  sensations  it  produces  majr  be  indulged,  but  cannot 
long  delude  a  reflecting  mind. 

My  tni^lisli  ideas  were  not  to  be  sc(hiced  by  this  imposing  spec- 
tacle, and  I  could  not  reiirain,  after  a  few  minutes,  from  calculating 
what  portion  of  all  that  is  valuable  in  man,  of  moral  rectitude,  of  be- 
nevolent propensity,  and  fif  patasnoe  in  adversi^,  is  produced  by  all  this 
toady  machinery.  That  some  part  of  diia  machinery  may  be  nSefbl 
it  would  be  unjoat  to  doubt,  and  rash  mast  that  man  be,  who  would 
hastily  and  inoonsidBmle^  kvd  to  die  gfoond  even  these  support^ 
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feeble  as  they  vxe,  of  ^e  Tirtue  and  ooMolaiion  of  a  whole  people^ 
The.gveat  dUiinctioa  between  the  Bnglieh  Cleigy  aii4  <hoae  of  the- 
Catholic  Chnidiy  aa  iveU  as  aotne  of  our  Bng^iah  aeetanee,  ia,  that- 
the  focmer,  in  aU  their  public  service^  atrive  chiefly  to  enfocce  pfaeti-^ 
cal  nrtoe,  wlule  the  latter  lay  the  greatest  stfeaa  on  the  adherenoe  to 
fSkar  peculiar  rites  and  dodrinea. 

Religtou  in  every  country  is  ealcubted  to  produce  an  ^fect  on 
inaniicid  as  well  as  on  morals  ;  in  England,  among  those  who  read  but 
Uttlc  or  not  at  all,  the  effect  is  accomplislied  by  public  preaching; 
but  in  Spain,  where  preaching  is  by  no  means  common,  the  knou'- 
leilgc  ot  Religion  is  kept  alive  by  sensible  repi^sentations  of  the 
events  of  the  Gospel  history.    These  are  exhibited  in  the  Churches,, 
or  the  Calrarios,  on  tlie  days  »et  apart  for  celebrating  the  leading  facts  • 
of  tlie  Christian  ReligioD,  or  on  days  consecrated  to  the  memory  of 
particular  Saints*  .  From  tlicsc  the  people  collect  with  tolerable  aocu-. 
taey  the  true  accounts  of  the  life  and  miracles  of  our.  Saviour  and  his. 
Apostles ;  hut  th^  receive  with  equal  credit  legends  of  Saints»  which, 
from  the.manner  in  which  they  are  tau^t^ht,  thqr  cannot  distinguish, 
from  authmtic  fiicts  s  but  virtue,  whtdi  ought  to  fbnoBi  the  uUi- 
mate  olgeet  of  all  true  Relij^n,  whidi  elevates  man  to  the 
highest  rank  of  which  he  is  susceptible,  and  assimilates  him  to  a 
roperior  order  of  beings,  is  left  to  the  Con&asor  to  be  impiesMd  on 
the  mind  of  the  pemtent 

Auricular  confession  is  but  a  poor  substitute  for  public  pmch«, 
iog;  or  rather,  pul)Hc  teaching,  which  the  Reformation  introduced,  is- 
au  cxccUcut  substitute  for  auricular  confession.    The  dignity  of  tlie 
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pnlpit  makes  reproof  more  severe,  denuTJciations  more  ahrtnin^, 
advice  more  powerful,  and  corisulaiion  more  soothing;  while  llic  infi- 
riac\',  and  sometimes  the  familiarity  of  auricular  confLssion,  iniikes 
.the  penitent  feel  but  too  forcibly  that  the  spiritual  guide  lias  all  the 
paMions  and  weakness  of  those  who  rely  on  him. 

I  shoaldly  however,  be  sorry  to  see  this  practice  abolished  till 
■ome  better  were  introduced  in  its  stead ;  for  though  it  be  obvious 
lhat  the  profligacy  of  the  higher  dassea  it  not  corrected  by  their 
Beligion,  and  wfaatevn'  domimon  they  may  aUow  dieir  priests  over 
^ir  faith  and  thdr  ritnals,  they  allow  them  very  Itfctle  over  dioir 
nonds,  ye^  with  the  middle  and  lower  ranks  of  society,  who  fimn  the 
moat  mtnoua  and  moral  dasa  the  people,  they  have  a  benefida]  in- 
fluence. Wi&  die  lugher  onW,  the  gieat  straggle  of  the  oonfcesor  is 
io  keep  the  mind  free  horn  doubts,  to  enfiKrea  snbmissidn  to  the  dog- 
mas and  ceremonies  of  the  Chorch,  and  prevent  the  inroad  of  heresy. 
With  the  other  classes  there  is  no  such  task  ;  they  never  read  hooka 
written  bv  foicii;Tjers,  nor  ever  convtiMi  witii  them  .  they  have  no 
doubts  on  pomih  ot  faith,  no  scruples  in  matters  of  ctreinonv,  and 
the  task  of  the  confessor  is  more  directly  addressed  to  tlif  formation 
of  the  moral  habits  of  sobriety,  honesty,  and  veracity.  On  these 
points  they  have  evidently  been  suooessfiil;  for  I  have  never  been  in 
any  country  where  the  mass  of  the  people  has  approached  tile  con- 
duct of  the  Spaniards  in  these  respects ;  in  chastity,  as  far  as  I  can 
judge,  they  have  not  been  so  soooessfiil ;  whether  the  evil  arise  from 
-the  oelihac^  of  the  defgy,  the  vohiptiiotts  climate,  or  1h»  remains  of 
Moeriab  imaineis,  I  cannot  determbe ;  but  there  is,  in  this  respect. 
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3  dcgiee  «f  pro6igMj  CKtMkBog  ta  dl  miks  in  dm  oaaliiry,  whicji 
I  tfost  unll  ever  mnain  oneBuiipkd  ia  Mr  omb  A  priest, 
•whom  I  was  ttnmnang  on  thiw  ntlgect  ft  ftw  days  ago,  assured 
me,  that  of  the  numerous  females  who  came  to  hlra  for  absolution, 
he  seldom  found  any  who  Gfmfessed  the  viol^tioa  of  any  comioaud-' 
ment  but  the  scveDth. 
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BXUOIOK  — SHItntES  —  ORACION  —  PROCESSION  OF  THE  HOST  ROSAUO  — 

MOWU  or  SALUTATION  —  FAMII.Y  DEVOTION  —  USE  OF  THE  CROSS  — • 
■OBBBRT  OF  A  BISHOP  —  INAUIMTIOM  Z  BXTENT  OF  XT8  POWSE  —  OLAYIOS 

— nrrjuuoR  of  the  ntauumoH. 

iBVILU,  OCT.  1809. 

The  aableet  of  Religion  is  too  unpntant  In  this  ooontiy  to 
lie  slightly  passed  over.  Its  oeMmoiileBy  Indeed,  so  ixequeody  leour, 
ezpfesnons  denved  from  it  am  so  oommonly  used,  and  the  habits 

of  the  people  are  so  formed  by  it,  that  it  merits  the  greatest  attention. 
The  feeling  of  religion  are  supported  by  cv«ry  object  that  presents 
itbcit  to  tlie  view  :  at  the  comers  of  most  of  the  principal  streets,  the 
shrines  of  various  saints  obtrude  themselves  upon  the  passenger; 
even  the  fronts  of  many  of  the  houses  arc  adorned  with  their  images, 
to  which  the  pious  stranger  uncovers  his  bead  with  humility,  and 
silently  expresses  his  devotion  by  making  the  mpk  of  the  cross. 

In  like  nudet  of  llie  gaieties  which  commence  about  five  o'elock  in 
the  evemng,  when  die  Paseo^  or  pnUic  walk,  is  crowded  vnih  eom> 
pany  dceased  in  dieir  meet  splendid  attire,  and  indulging  in  the 
livdkit  eonvenation,  the  sonnd  of  a  beD  announoes  die  appraadung 
bow  of'  tnnset  At  tins  signal,  wfai^  is  called  ondon,  every  one, 
as  If  fay  toB^e,  seeraa  fixed  In  his  place ;  every  head  Is  anooveved, 
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aaH  the  "wliole  company  repeats,  or  is  supposed  to  repeat,  a  mental 
prayer :  after  a  few  minutes  devoted  to  these  formalities,  the  hvely 
scene  15  resumed,  and  the  coiiversation  eontinued  from  the  point  at 
^\hicil  it  met  tlna  pious  interruption.  Tliis  ceremony  takes  place 
in  rvery  part  of  Sjiain ;  and  "nhere  theatres  or  other  public  amuse- 
ments tire  open,  the  sound  of  this  bell  suspends  the  entertainment  till 
'the  prayer  n  over ;  so  great  is  its  effect,  that  it  is  even  said  that  assas- 
moBf  at  the  moment  of  executing  their  horrid  dengn,  have  held  their 
liaiid  at  the  sound  of  the  oracion,  and,  after  fq»eatiiig  the  habitual 
{nayer,  have  perpetrated  their  diafaofical  poipoee. 

I  have  reaaoD  to  eii^eet  that  this  pradioe,  ae  wellaa  mmm  othen, 
eauee  mocefirimoiMifbrniityto  die  wages  of  their  eaaiitry,tlMiDiraia 
may  otroDg  veli^oaa  fcefings^  iot  1  have  oboerved  in  private  howea, 
that  the  atteation  paid  to  Am  hdl  diBunielwe  in  propor^oi  te  the 
nmk  of  the  family :  amon^  ^e  fcjfwer  daaaea  of  people  it  is  qsmI  tb 
kneel  or  stand  up ;  among  those  of  greater  consequence  they  merely 
sit  still  and  remain  silent ;  while  those  of  the  highest  rank  suffer  the 
bell  to  toll  unheard  and  unreganicd. 

No  one  of  the  various  religious  ohservaiu c;,  with  which  this  city 
aboxmds,  appears  more  ludicrous  to  me,  or  more  solemn  to  the  inha- 
bitants, than  the  procession  of  the  host  to  the  houses  of  the  sick,  at 
the  hour  of  approaching  dissolotson.  A  priest,  seated  in  a  eedan 
dudr,  with  the  ht^y  elements  in  a  gtdd  case  on  his  lap»  escorted  bja 
guard  of  soldiers,  and  preceded  hy  a  beUman,  is  litenlly  denomtnaited 
by  the  people  **  His  Majesty  oomiiig  down  the  street"  To  iBersase 
Hm  singidarity  of  the  spectacle,  the  ttdbiian  etrikes  three  strokes,  m 
aliorieii  te  t^  three  persons  of  die  Trinity,  end  then  ceases.  At  diis 
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well  knovm  wiitild,  whatew  be  ibe  atelie  of  the  WMther,  or  die  oon- 

dition  of  the  streets,  every  one  drops  on  his  knees,  and  continues  in 
this  devout  posture  till  ilie  oljjcct  of  adomtion  is  rut  of  sight.  If  thi» 
procession  shoulil  pas«  flirnugh  a  street,  contuiiiiug  a  theatre  or  a  Hall- 
room,  the  actors  ou  the  stage,  and  the  dancers  at  the  a£scmhly,  alike 
drop  on  their  knees  till  the  •ound  is  lost,  when  th^  feMane  tbeir 
thoughtlMi  di8upati<»i. 

Thoe  are  nightijr  pracesnons  dmra^  thb  itnets  of  ihis  eitf ; 
odkd  the  EowQ,  <iae  of  whieh  I  mentuMwd  having  met,  m  a  fomet 
lotter,  as  I  cataml  ihk  pboe.  The  ^SBmA  mads  ooodact  ihb 
l—iaeioii  \j  tsne,  eo  that  it »  evny  ni^t  parading  in  eiDme  port 
of  the  town ;  h«ii||^  more  or  leae  splen^,  aooordiiig  to  die  levomMO 
of  1k»  ofaarch  or  eoovent  wfaeoce  it  prooeods.  The  Boeario  ie  oom* 
r^"Tii'-*'  hj  1km  inhabitante  of  IIm  etreete  tfirough  whidi  it  paeeee, 
by  illuminations,  that  have  a  splendid  effect,  bat  which  is  in  a  great 
measure  counteractiiil  by  the  liorud  noise  of  the  singers  and  chanters. 

The  common  forms  of  sahitatioii,  pcriiaps,  j>artake  no  more  of 
reUio^ioa  than  those  of  other  couiiti  ies  ;  and  "  va  ja  ustcd  con  I>io»,"  is 
ooly  equi^lent  to  the  French  "  adieu,  or  the  English  **  good  bye ;" 
bot  amode  of  txpnmoa  is  adopted,  much  more  strikang  and  singobr, 
on  visiting  any  hraSly ;  when  ymi  ring  or  knock,  a  servant  within  in* 
quires,  who  calls  r"  and  the  person  wlu>wiahesfor admieeioo  exckims, 
**  An  Maria  poriseima,"  to  which  tfiose  widiin,  on  openiiig  the 
door,  reiponao,  Suk peiaado  coneebida;"  and  aa  the  firat  of 
AaaaaantanoeBoaHiotbo  uttered  by  the  Devil,  and  the  aeoood' wilt 
9ot  bo  aaid  by  aherelie,  tiiere  ie  no  damger  in  the  vieit,  when  each- 
ordrndooK  fimafitSee  have  been  nuitoally  exchanged.  When  our  party 
hae  been  intredneed  into  a  fitmSy,  I  have  frequently  heanl  the  inquiry 
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nade  in  «  wMipcr,  "Am  ikny  Cfaristiaaw?"  if  tha  ftmmB  vibo 
intPodoood  m,  replied  **  dicj  are  FjmtestuitB,"  «  ftigh,  mth  the 
VBduba&m  **  que  hgtima"  (what  a  pity),  frequently  escaped 
their  lips. 

H(i\vt;ver  decoroua  the  Spaniards  may  be  in  the  [Krformance  of 
tliLir  public  devotions,  nothing  can  be  more  indecent  and  slovenly 
than  the  manner  in  which  their  domc^ric  worslilp  is  conducted ;  a 
circumstance  whicli  I  have  trequentiv  noticed  in  the  family  with 
whom  I  lodge.  Towards  the  condttaioQ  of  slipper,  vhea  seated  round 
the  table,  the  master  of  the  house  oomBwncw  ivith  tepeatiiig  ten' 
Aw Maiia'*}  ihxt  wife  rapcais  the  FSater  Noeter  and  ber  ten  Af» 
Maria's,  odien  at  tabk  npeat  m  lihe  BBsna  nanner,  wb^  one  of  them 
^th  a  naaiy  of  beads  kefepe  tha  acooont^  till  they  bave  iapeaied<«li» 
Ave  JMbria  fifty  timefly  wd  the  Xincd'a  piayar  five  ttnea,  die  nmnber 
heir^  accoratcly  oonacted by  tbe  atrii^of  beads.  Ib^than  say  alila* 
ny,  adding  to  tb«  name  of  amy  saint  of  a  long  list,  <<am  pio  nolMs;" 
then  a  prayer  fixr  the  dead»  another  for  piotectioik  during  the  night, 
and  conclude  the  whole  with  a  GSonaFatri.  The  wards  are  uttered 
with  as  much  rapiiUty  as  possible;  and  if  any  emplopiient  calls  away 
the  pers.on  who  is  repeating,  he  performs  the  work  without  inter- 
rupting the  prayer,  or  losing  any  time;  in  fact,  the  Spaniards  appear 
to  act  slowly  and  deliberately  in  every  tiling  they  undertake,  except  it 
be  in  this  single  instance  of  &inily  worship. 

Under  every  strong  emotion  of  mind,  a  Spaniard  has  Kcowrse  to 
feli^on,  and  natmaUy  crosses  himself,  to  cabn  the  rage  of  pasuon, 
dispel  the  bomn  of  iear,  and  alkqr  die  ftelioga  of  smprise  and  asto- 
nialiment  Hie  soUtade  of  a  drareb-yavd,  tbe  loneliness  of  a  desart, 
and  the  darkness  of  night,  aie  disarmed  of  theb  temn  by  tfaia  magie 
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mga,  and  even  ^le  acdafuMtiona  of  wonder,  excited  by  English  ships 
Off -war  ond  Engfiflih  regunents  (and  nothing  has  exciied  more  wonder) 

cau  only  be  silenced  by  using  this  never-failing  and  powerful  charm. 

Witii  ail  this  attachment  to  forms  and  ceremonies,  it  nii^lit  natu- 
rally be  expected,  that  the  ckri^v  v-ouid  1)e  looked  upon  as  objects  of 
veneration  ;  hut,  so  far  as  1  can  judge,  this  is  by  no  means  the  case. 
The  language  held  towards  the  ministers  of  rel^jioa  is  not  always 
respccti\il,  and  is  sometimes  scunUous.  A  few  days  ago  the«axi]iaxj 
bishop  of  this  city  made  a  tour  round  his  diooese,  for  the  purpose  of 
oonfinDBtioQ  >  from  evecy  person  ooufimedj  a  small  sum  of  money 
ins  reqiuied,  which  was  either  an  increase  of  the  costomeiy  fee,  or 
a  novel  demand.  On  Ins  return  to  die  eity  with  the  money,  he  had 
Ans  eoUeeledf  he  was  attsdced  by  a  banditti,  who  robbed  him,  not 
only  of  his  extorted  wealth,  hot  also  nitSk  the  dothes  atnd  Tostments 
wliicfahecaiiiedin  his  ooach.  The  knowledge  of  the  atofy  exdted 
the  jokes  and  die  menhnent  of  die  people,  mfarad  with  wishes  diat 
d>e  clergy  were  the  only  victims  of  robbers.  The  character  and 
conduct  of"  the  friars  is  j^encrally  the  object  either  of  virulent  repro- 
bation, or  ludicrous  jocuJiiriiy,  They  have  lost  the  esteem  of  every 
one,  and  instead  of  being  respected  for  tlieir  seclusion  from  the  world, 
they  are  reproaelYod  by  all  cliusses  for  their  indolence,  their  volup- 
tuousness, and  their  profligacy ;  their  dispersioD  is  generally  looked 
forward  to  with  pleasing  anticipatioa,  as  an  event  that  nmst  take 
place,  if  ever  the  people  of  Spain  are  assembled  by  their  rsprssentatives 
the  Cortes. 

It  wonld  hate  appeared  singalar,  bad  I  not  been  prepared  for 
the  fiict,  that  anopg  the  warmest  advocates  iw  the  destrnction 
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of  aacSent  inatitittioiw,  I  have  addam  htard  the  inqaiaitiofi  ^lokea 
of  M  «D  evil  of  gTMt  magmtode.  I  have  intradnced  tho  sul^eci 
frequently,  and  have  vnifbmily  fomid  it. treated  «•  an  institatian, 
which,  though  ongiiiBlly  l)acl,  ia  now  too  inaigiuficaiit  to  merit  atten- 
tion ;  and  yet  two  instances  have  occuired  within  my  own  knowledge, 
since  1  have  been  here,  which  shew  its  meddling  diaposilion.  An 
Englishman  had  imported  some  printed  liandkerchiefs,  with  patriotic 
emblems,  and  the  names  of  the  patriot  genenils.  Bat  the  printer 
iu  England  had  unfortunately  mixed  with  theat  patriotic  emblemii 
•onaeof  the  ^^-mbola  of  religion,  aooh  as  the  oxMier,  the  cross,  and 
the  mkie.  Xhe  inqtiisition  became  acquainted  with  the  fact,  andf 
fearuig;  that  uaing  handkerchiefs  on  which  such  aaeced  oljeeta 
ivefe  imprfnted,  would  tend  to  bring  idigioa  mto  contempt  edaed 
^  whole  parceif  and  they  weie  bonit  by  die  holy  ottee.  Anodic* 
merchant  had  a  nitmber  of  bake  of  Spamah  wool»  wbaoh  wen  ahanl 
«d'  be  shipped  for  Eng^andj  by  accident,  dteee  bales  wave  mafhed 
with  a  craee}  infbnnatioD  of  it  waa amveyed  to  the  hiqiiieteoffe,  and 
ft  conanltatkm  was  held,  to  detem^iw  hi  what  node  proceedinga 
should  be  instituted  ai^ainst  a  person  who  could  apply  that  sacred 
symbol  to  so  oomraon  a  purjKwe.  As  the  person  in  qnestion  \\ an 
undoubted  Catholic,  a  friend  ^nwe  him  information  of  what  was  tuning 
forward,  and  being  aware  of  the  consequences,  he  immefhately  recuhed 
hiH  error  by  protracting  the  upright  line  of  the  cross,  and  adding  to 
the  bottom  of  it  two  flukes,  so  that  when  the  officers  of  the  inquisi* 
tioa  came  to  seize  the  bake,  they  were  found  to  be  marked  with  an 
anchor,  and  not  with  a  cross,  as  the  information  had  stated. 

The  jterror  of  the  inqmaition  haa  coneidaiably  abated  of  late  yea» ; 
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<nie  of  Ibe  ktt  netiaw  ia  iSbk  dkf  was  Olavide,  a  most  rwpeetdilB 
imii,  yvho  wp^^eA      wealth  be  bttd  acquired  in  Soudi  America,  to 

the  patriotic  purpose  of  cultivating  the  Sierra  Morena,  with  a  number 
of  German  settlers,  and  to  udorning  mid  uiiproMiig  die  public  walks 
of  the  city,  ab  ^vLll  if^.  vln  wharfs  on  the  banks  of  the  Guadalquivir. 
He  had  read  the  w  iitiugs  ot  some  of  the  French  unbelievers,  and  was 
aospected  of  liaviag  imbibed  a  portion  of  their  opinions,  and  for  this  un- 
|ifOvady  if  not  onfinmdttddbaigie,  be  i^^as  immured  within  the  walls  of  a 
pilon,  and  pa«Md  waaay  yetn  of  his  life  amid  the  horrors  of  solitutf 
confioement  Swet  lliat  period,  die  diac^pline  haa  been  oowfined  to 
a  hmw  cLus  of  crimes,  and  I  am  infimiMd,  that  the  only  prisoaen  of 

lata,  h*?***""*"*^*^       Anmm  ^Mi^tmmitmA  piwitBlimiwrf laying 

as  tile  pandsn  to  illieit  pbasare. 

I  fbimd  no  difioul^  in  obtaiiuiig  peiimiBk^ 
and  ivaot  throngh  the  «Ma. '  It  is  a  cheerful,  pkassat  abode,  and 
does  not  at  all  eonvspond  ivilh  ^  Ideas  of  Englishmen  respecting 

it.  The  hall  of  judgeraenf  contains  6ini])lY  u  table,  three  chau>.  tor 
the  incjuiaitors,  a  stool  for  the  secretarv,  and  one  which  Is  lower  for 
the  prisoner.  On  the  tabic  is  a  bilver  crucifix,  upon  which  the 
deposition  is  made ;  and  on  a  small  stand,  a  latin  prayer  said  by  each 
ioquieitar  before  the  trial  commeooes.  The  prayer  is  appropriated  to 
a  judge,  and  merely  implores  divine  guidance  to  enable  him  to 
discharge  his  duty  with  uprightness  and  impartiality.  The  recondft 
of  t!  is  court,  with  all  the  pfooesses  against  those  who  have  been 
confined,  are  preserved  with  r^ivlarity  m  an  adjoimng  room, 
not  allowed  to  be  enmined.  The  churdi  is  simple  and  elegant. 
The  interior  b  of  white  marble.   The  form  is  dncolar;  and  it  is 
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U^ted  from  ariieatttifiil  dome.  I  aawone  of  tbe  i^partmento  in  which 
priaonen  are  confiDed,  and  was  told  the  others  were  simikur ;  it  U  light 
and  airy,  placed  in  a  little  garden  planted  mth  orange  and  fig  tveetj 
the  door  of  this  garden  is  strongly  secured,  and  no  person  can  have 

access  to  it  when  the  cell  is  occupied.  1  iat]uired  it  there  were  any 
prisoners  in  cuuiuicment,  anv  subterraneous  cells  or  instrumciiLs  of 
torture;  but  to  these  ([ucsiiuus  I  could  obtain  no  replies.  The  alcayde 
who  attended  us,  exulted  not  a  little  at  our  remarking  the  n«%»«-iM»j»a 
and  comforts  of  th«  building,  and,  I  aoapect,  mistook  us  for  ^oiia 
Catholics^  becamae  we  gave  vant  to  no  cooecnitioiw  at  the«iuateooe  of 
audi  an  in&nona  tribnnaL 

This  bmld^g  was  fenneily  die  oollege  of  the  J«aaits»  die  nuMt 
able  and  enlightened,  hat  the  moat  daagennu  of  aD  the  xeUg^ooa 
oidexB  of  the  catholic  dnweh.  On  the  abolition  of  diat  orders  die 
inqoittdon  was  removed,  from  its  former  aitnadoii  in  the  enbarb  of 
Triam^  to  diis  hoOding,  whidi  I  hope  will  he  the  laat  it  wiU  occupy 
in  Spain ;  for,  whatever  political  efciifai  may  take  place,  its  destmction 
is  inevitably  at  hand,  llie  remarks  I  have  made  on  the  religion  of 
Spain,  you  \\\\\  recollect  are  drawa  tVum  what  1  have  seen  in  Seville, 
a  city  more  esteemed  for  its  piety  than  any  other  in  Spain  ;  so  rigid, 
indeed,  is  the  k  li^j^Ion  of  this  place,  and  «o  frrcat  the  iiilliu  iice  of  the 
clergy,  that  neither  a  theatre,  nor  any  piaoe  of  public  amusement* 
ia  pemittcd. 
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LETTER  XIV. 

r 

CHURCH  REVEM  ES  CABILDO  PKOPER1T  IN  HOI  S£S          TITHES    MODKS 

OF  COLLJECTING          WILD  KKl  lJS  SIHJECT  TO  T1TH£8  MONASTIC  PRO- 

KKTV  — PAOP£RTY  OF  CORfO&ATIONS. 

SEVILLE,  OCT.  l909» 

In  a  oomiby  tdMfeihe  weddi  of  the  Onucb 
ndindbk  a  put  of  the  national  pioporty,  i1»  oii^,  ita  mode  of  col- 
lection, and  it»  dbtnhntion,  deaenwa  parttcwlar  notiee.  In  tiie  m» 
fiNniftation  I  diall  eommnmcafyi  to  yon  on  dus  m^tdt,  yoa  nay  aup- 
poM  I  shall  have  principally  in  view  the  ferenittB  of  the  dioccae  of 
SeviilB;  bat  I  haTO  good  TCoson  to  bdieve,  that  in  die  odKr  dioeeoet 
oi  Spain  the  system  is  nearly  the  same. 

The  Archbishop,  as  the  superior  minister  of  Religion  (as- 
sisted bv  bis  auxiliary  Bishop)  confine*  his  attention  solely  to  the 
spiritual  concerns  of  his  flock  ;  and  all  matters  ( uiicernin«r  revrnue 
devolve  on  the  Cabildo  of  the  Cathedral,  a  kind  of  ecclesiastical  cor- 
poration, for  the  administration  of  temporal  matters,  and  not  very 
diiaimibr  to  the  chapters  of  our  cathedral  churches.  All  the  reve- 
nues of  the  diocese,  whether  belonging  to  the  Archbishop,  to  the 
audliafy  Bishop,  to  any  other  dignitaries,  or  to  the  parochial  Clergj, 
w  bron^  ander  the  mam^sement  of  the  Cabildo.  They  ate  col- 
lectsd  uito  one  fond,  and  from  Aat  ftind,  after  deducting  five  pef 
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cent  altotncntB,  called  repartimieafos,  aie  distrilrated  to  eaeh  per^ 
aoa  poBsesring  a  daim  on  it,  ocoording  to  the  jud^^meat  of  tl^  Ga- 
Inldo,  Which  is  directed  in  distribatkm  liy  anient  regulations, 
and  is  accountable  to  no  other  tribunal  far  the  iaimess  and  iiii|iar- 
tiiility  of  its  proceodirigs.  The  deduLtiou,  which  the  Cabildo  makes 
of  live  per  cent,  la  annually  divided  among  its  own  memix  rs,  called 
the  canons,  who  are  formed  into  difierent  classes,  and  receive  their 
portion  accoitling  to  seniority.  The  sum  which  the  higher  orders  in 
this  city  receive  amounts  to  about  two  thousand  doUars  annually,  and 
that  devolving  to  the  inferior  order  to  about  one  thouaamd*  beaadea 
whidiy  each  monber of  tbe  Cabildo  haa  thc!  iwe  ola  hiame,  nut  free^ 
iot  bia  PModi^ioe* 

Altluni^  the  xevenuea  aie  ibm  tfuown  into  one-  maaa^  yet  awdi 
petw»i»  liKviiig  daima  upon  i^  haa  die  exact  anunnit  of  dioaa  datma 
ngolaily  kept  in  die  acoonnta  of  tba  Gabildo^  and  no  anapkioa  ia 
enteftunedy  that  any  unftir  practioas  to  die  detriment  of  one  person,  of 
to  die  beneSt  of  another,  are  employed  by  the  Cabildo.  One  great  source 
of  the  revenues  is  derived  from  the  rents  of  houses  within  this  city,  in 
which,  1  iun  informed,  that  no  less  than  two  thousand  seven  huiKlied 
houses  are  tlie  property  of  tlie  church.  This  branch  of  the  revenue  is 
collected  with  trifling  e.xpcnee  ;  for  as  Spanish  d\\<-lliiigs  are  huilt  of 
stone,  brick,  and  tarras,  without  much  wood,  little  is  required  for  re> 
pairs,  nor  ia  it  liable  to  much  variation,  since  the  collection  is  made 
weekly,  mnd  few  of  the  houses  remain  long  unoecnpied.  The  church 
is  also  possessed  of  some  laud,  but  the  greater  port  of  the  ecdesi* 
aadcal  temtoiy  .belongs  to  different  mopaateries^  and  not.to  the  ae* 
cnhr  deigy. 
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The  moyt   Important  bnmch,  howe^•e^,   of  the  ecclesiastical 
fevenues,  is  that  ancmin^  from  tithes,  wliich  are  collected  with  a 
strictness  that  far  exceeds  what  is  knnwn  in  any  other  part  of  Europe. 
J[n  describing  the  rigours  with  which  this  system  is  enforced,  or  in 
pointing  <rair  the  evils  which  arise  from  it,  I  must  observe,  that  it  is 
far  from  mj  intention  to  apply  my  remarks  to  the  English  clergy. 
Whtttovw  Bnj  be  said  in  behalf  of  this  most  respectable  class  of 
wmtff  whflimr  Iknt  tndent  title  to  tithfes  is  questioned,  out 
nvfw  hm  and,  with  equal  tnith,  in  behalf  of  m  body  of  meiiy  who, 
voder  die  pieteaaioa  of  cdShaty,  bam  iufhited  themaelves  from 
Ae  net  of  ihtut  apeeSea*  to  practise  with  greater  tmpniu^  the  * 
inoea  of  Inxury  and  debanchery.    The  titiaee  eoUected  in  Anda- 
Iwia  extend  to  every  agricultiind  prodvction,  and  are  rigidly  ex- 
acAed,  not,  aa  wiA  vs,     tiie  groond,  but  uAer  it  has  gone  throng 
all  the  necessary  pocesaes  to  fit  it  for  the  use  of  man.    Thus  wheat 
And  barley  must  uot  uuly  \yc  cut,  but  threshed  mul  winnowed,  before 
the  tithes  are  taken.    Oliv  es,  which  form  a  moat  important  article  in 
this  vicinity,  when  the^'  are  sold  in  the  state  in  which  they  are  grown, 
pay  the  tithe  only  on  the  quantity  carried  away ;  but  if  there  be  a 
miUj  and  oil-presses  on  the  turn,  one-tenth  of  the  oil  is  taken  by 
4be  eoUeotor.    In  the  same  manner  the  tithe  upon  grapes,  when  the 
gnpee  are  sold,  is  p«id  in  frnit»  bat  when  made  into  wine  within  the 
district,  the  duudi  reeenee  one-tmtii  of  tiie  Ikpuw. 

The  principle  upon  which  this  is  founded  seems  to  be,  tfaut  th« 
duttdi  WKj  veoehe  one-tenth  of  the  produce  in  the  first  stage  in 
wkadk  k  tiecomss  fit  for  uae ;  fiv  if  wine  He.  made  into  biundy,  or 
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vinegar,  the  church  receives  its  dues  from  the  -wiae,  and  not  from 
those  iirticles  into  which  it  is  aftenTOrds  converted.  TTie  more 
valual>le  pindut  tjons  of  the  field,  such  a«  iKjuoriee  ami  sumach  ,  as 
%veli  as  the  minuter  articles  of  the  garden,  such  b«;  melons,  pumpkins, 
onions,  garlick,  peas,  and  beans,  all  contribute  an  equal  proportioft 
to  the  support  of  the  ecclesiastical  estahU^hmeot.  ^nle  right  •to^tithiM 
haa  been  lately  extended  to  such  wild  fruits  as  oati  be.  sold,  evM  ftr 
the  smalleat  sums  :  thus  the  tunas,  or  prickly  pears,  the  figs  growhij^ 
on  the  opnntiay  a  wild  firwt  ivith  «hidi  ll»  hqdgca  abowid(  and' eon* 
aequendy  of  fiUile  value,  have  lately  -been  ivb^eeled  to  the  tMnag 
gyatam.  One-tendi  alao  of  all  iho  dpmeetieated  aniaMb  ia  delheMd 
to  Ihe  lidfte-oollectar,  aa  mU  aa  4fr«oel  aniiMlly  Ao«a  freni'tiM 

CSompoeitioii  Ibr  tidtea  is  a  pnactioe  wholly  itnbMnni  m  Anda* 
lona.   Hie  Gabildo  annnaliy  sella  &e  tidiea  by  a  species  of  ane- 

tion,  and  where  no  person  bids  sufficiently  high,  the  articles  are  taken 
into  its  own  hands,  and  collected  in  storehoustb  within  the  district. 
In  either  case,  the  collectors  of  the  tithes  have  no  common  in- 
terest with  the  farmers,  who,  inim  sulnnission  to  the  chmcli, 
fipequently  suffer  the  grossest  impositions  without  an  effort  for 
redress,  knowing  that  in  any  appeal  tfiOy  might  make,  priestd 
would  be  their  juf^ges.  Before  the  revenues  are  collected,  itha 
CabUdo  iiauesita  billets  of  rqpaitimieoto  to  die  difierent  claimants  ea 
didr  fimd,  which  entifle  the  bearer  to  a  certain  aiun  of  money,  or  a 
apedfic  quantii^  of  produce,  and  bang  easily  tiansferied,  are  fie> 
qnendy  sold  by  the  neeessitons  deigy.   Those  who  haire  billets  Ibr 
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pioduce,  receive  it  at  tHo  tftoraliiMiMs  wImiv  it  Ihui  been  idcporfted  hf 

the  collectors,  Itut  thdM  who  have  billets  for  money,  receive  it  from 
the  treasurer  ot  the  Cabiyo»  a*the  pnrchasers  of  the  tithes  make  their 
payments.  There  is  afi  unifformity  in  thi»  system  which  produce* 
efifects  diametrically  opposite  to  those  which  nre  felt  in  Engluud.  In 
Spain,  it  is  the  clergy  who  oppress,  and  the  fiutner  who  is  defiauded  j 
in  England,  it  i»  the  fumat  yi/ho  impoaes,  and  the  dcfgynuui  who  i& 
1h»  sufferer. 

The  inoiiMticbodie*  depend  for  their  rapport  on  tlM 
pooMsa,  «nd  vmy  of  -dieni  have  estateB  of  ooiuidenble  extent  and 
of  great  yhIiw.  The  CarthusiaDB  are  the  richest  as  well  as  the  most 
rigid  Older  in  Andalnna :  diey  bt  hige  tncte  of  land  to  &raieiB, 
who  pay  ^Min  partly  in  prodnoe  and  partly  in  money :  at  die 
•ame  tune  diey  oocapy  Tery  eariKum  fcrma  themaelm,  and  have 
for  many  years  been  the  greatest  bfceders  and  proprietofs  of  the 
hest  Andalusian  horses,  hut  their  revenues  are  ill  administered.  The 
voluptuous  lives  of  the  priors,  and  the  peculations  of  the  pi  ocuradores, 
have  involved  the  convents  in  embarrassments  which  have  j)laced  them 
under  the  neccssitv  of  anticipating  tlieir  resources,  and  of  lessening 
them  by  borroning  money  on  mortgages.  The  convent  of  St.  Hero- 
nymo  de  Boena  Vista  posaenea  a  tract  of  land  highly  productiTe  of 
com,  wine,  and  oil.  I  was  informed  by  the  monks  of  St  H^vnymo, 
that  they  could  travel  to  the  city  of  t^curmona,  which  is  about  twenty* 
four  miles  foom  Seville,  widiont  treading  upon  any  soil  which  did 
not  belong  to  dieir  conventj  yet  imth  this  valnable  estate,  fiom 
bad  management,  diey  are  deeply  in  debt,  and  obliged  to  retrench 
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«vep  MiM  die  iMoeaMM  of  the  oMiido.  Hamng  nentMik^ 
tlw  hnda  of , die  choreb,  wlueh  om  duie  in  vnnrkmaOf  I  imU  J«ek 
qhnrve  diat  die  CSebildoe,  or  ninucipel  ooipaimdoi»  of  die  difiereiit 
ddes,  are  proprieton  of  hige  ettates,  which,  like  diow  of  die  bhnrch, 
are  badly  managed^  and  equally  unalienable. 

^  ■ 
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LETTER  XV. 

VAia  AT  ■Mm-<Klirc»*>KATIONAL  CHAmACXBK-^OKimiOS— TAMIUAlirf  Of 
JIAMWKRH— ^KUAl.  TBMnRAVO— DinCIBNCT  OF  BOUttHOLD  COMIOnt 

mnujt,  OCT.  1809. 

A  LARGB  Mt,  wliidi  is  amnidDy  held  ct  Sadti^ponce,  a 
hw  idUm  from  dik  diy,  afiwded  ne  an  opportunity  of  obaerving 
fH*«™^  iDBPiiCTs' in  their. moat imniwwl  slate,  audi  acooidiiigtywNit 
there  on  Sunday  last,  witii  a  party  of  Englishmea.  It  is  held  on  an 
open  plain  between  the  town  and  the  river  Guadalquivir,  and  was 
crowded  with  hooths,  cattle,  nnil  •spectators,  to  a  great  extent.  Even 
in  this  scoue  of  revelry,  the  soltninitv-  of  the  Spajiisii  character  was 
vitiiijie,  and  its  sobriety  may  be  interred  from  this  circumstance,  that 
there  were  very  few  booths  in  which  wine  or  brandy  was  sold,  but  a 
considerable  number  for  the  sale  of  water  cooled  in  ponrasjan}  aa 
article  wluch  fionns  so  great  a  Imauy  tn  tiiia  country. 

He  yoong  fanners  galloped  about  to  shew  the  beaaty  of  their 
lionea,  and  their  skill  in  inanagiiy  them.   Their  dreincs  mra  my 
fcntaHliffal,  and  ^'iia|ipiiig»'iaf  the  hocsM  mii&aieaiAj  cnmlmms; 
•  Hiese  suDgdaritiflB,  however,  only  served  to  dis|Aay  tlie  iiatioDBl 
peealiarities  dmntc  strikingly.  The  toys  pedhaiis  of  e«eiy  nnlMii  oier 
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truis  of  iwtwwp*  dmcter ;  and  I  could  not  hdp  Minaiking,  on  dio 
nnaent  oocamon.  that  ahaost  oveiy  onOf  cadiiUted  at  this  §m,  hon 
some  allvflkm  to  that  iDkit  intefcoone  betwaen  ^  aezes,  which 
lbnn»  the  great  stain  upon  tha  xofioi  character  of  die  country. 
Horns  of  Ttnous  shapes,  with  bells,  and  toscriptioos  of  indecent  im- 
port, were  most  prevalent,  and  the  presenting  them  to  each  other, 
with  sarcastic  iiisiuuatious,  appeared  the  most  universal  species  of 
wit.  A  marked  deference  was  paid  to  the  female  sex  even  by  the 
peasantry,  which  shewed  that  a  detn-ee  nf  ^all:njtr\'  is  customary  with 
tiiis  nation,  which  is  too  often  dispensed  with  in  other  oountnea. 

I  heat'd  that  two  assassinations  had  occurred  at  this  fair  that  day, 
both  caused  by  jeakasy,  .iiofc  hetnresn  husbajods  and  the  Jbms  c£ 
their  wives,  hut  betimen- JMI^  .nwii  who  sighed  for  the  same  marr 
lied  woman.  It  appears  moat  esttraordinary,  but  it  is  navoi'lhdIiBs 
BotpiixMaly  t|i«  ftu^t,  that  ihs^^ 

of  «h^  wi^j»  th»t;tfais,($nvttfid  pesMoa  sbtaUbalalt  intbeaMafc 
aonfe  iMiief  betiveen  Iim.ivli9.^n4i  .to  Mi^hiit  aafchiMhtr  in  dia 
al6Ktioiw.ofib*.teBM'£Nba]|i);  fiftAlhlit  other  pfii!is.af.»&iHly,sbfii^ 
fivlA .feeling  resetotiidnt  tovnihiB  <ha teahi.filio  adHrtsiai  'thdr  niaihflr 
wsilter;  tnat  lum  with  as  mhchi  IiMmw  and  attedtiMi  as  if  he  warn 
eonneded  with'lhlem  hy  legal  arid- iHmoaiabk  ties,  or  paid  a  corapli* 
ment  to  the  femily  by  selecting  a  member  of  it  for  the  object  of  his 
liitachuu  nf.  These  kind  u(  attru  liments  are  much  more  durable, 
and  mOH'  nssuluimplv  cTdtivated.  than  :ifUction  hrt\veen  a  married 
couple.  iricon*,taiicy  to  ii  tiuourite  mistrL'ss,  |Krluip3  the  nife 
of  a  friend,  it  deemed  a  greater  disgrace  to  tiie  party  than  any 
miitrunoua^  infideiit^,  and  moie  effectually  einludes  a  man  from 
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the  fttture  confidence  and  respect  of  tbe  ladies,  all  of  whom  are  jea- 
lous of  the  pi  i\  ilcires  ut  their  sex,  and  preserve  no  terms  witli  a  man 
who  is  uutaitliful  to  his  fair  friend,  ilic  females  of  all  classes,  con- 
gjdcrint:;  their  husbands  as  beings  of  no  consequence,  expect  a  degree 
of  attention  £rom  a  cortejo,  which  a  Spaniard  can  alone  pay ;  and 
tlw  conaeqiieDea  is,  that  foreigners,  especially  £iig^i«hiiien,  are  bj 
BO  means  &voiintes  with  the  Spanish  ladies. 

llicee  attachments  between  tbe  sexes  aie  notofions  to  all  the  ac- 
qountsnoe  of  ii»  parties,  and  a  breach  between  two  lovers  intewsti 
ii»  fiuaily  and  friends  to  prodnce  a  reconciKatioB.  The  oonnexioB 
is^  however,  oondncted  willi  ontwsid  deooram,  and  the  cortejo,  though 
ever  attentive  to  the  moveoAents  and  vrislus  of  the  lady,  observes  be* 
Ion  company  the  most  distant  and  respectful  behainovr;  batshoold  he 
fial  in  attending  hw  tothe  pablie  walks,  or  die  private  psities,  vrheps 
she  visits,  it  would  be  deemed  an  enonnons  offence,  only  to  be  par- 
doned after  a  long  period  of  submission  and  penitence. 

The  dtsgnsting  spectacle  exhibited  in  England  and  France,  of 
meretricious  beauty  decked  out  for  sale,  is  not  to  he  seen  in  Spain, 
unless  perhaps,  and  that  rarely,  in  the  sea  ports.  From  this  circum- 
stance I  have  heard  sensible  Spaniards,  who  have  beea  in  England, 
contend  for  the  saperiority  of  their  country  over  ours  in  regard  to  the 
interoonne  of  the  sexes.  It  is  not,  however,  easy  for  foreigners  tA 
form  a  proper  estimate  of  our  national  morals  on  this  suljeet| 
diey  have  sddom  opporturitMs  of  observing  the  domestie  at» 
tadunents  in  our  mom  eober  and  worthy  fenifics,  which  lliej 
ase  only  at  fimnal  parties,  iior  of  conoeiviiig  dke  de%hts  of  con* 
jf9gil  and  panntsl  love  whifch  in  England,  tfaoogh  less  «sleiit»- 
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tioiulj,  mn  more  piudy  «^oyed  duui  in  ray  •diir  part  of  Bnope. 
I  ham  been  kd  to  theao  remarks  wuntentioiiaUj,  by  the  sight  oS  iSub 
Mr  at  Santi-Fbiice ;  rad  haviiig  now  begun  upon  mannen,  I  nay  aa 
well  comtnnio  ihe  subject  tlurough  tlm  letter. 

I  have  remarked  a  degree  of  fiamiliarity  between  all  classes 
of  society,  which  we  should  deem  rudeness,  and  find  troubksoine, 
but  which  is  fconsulcrtd  here  as  a  matter  of  course  :  the  apart- 
ments of  a  E^-entlemart,  or  the  chamber  ot  a  lady,  when  vou  liave 
passed  the  outer  door,  are  always  found  open,  and  it  is  deemed  no 
kitlrusioo  to  enter  without  being  announced ;  even  the  cabinet  of  the 
HMnisten  v$  aqaaUy  acoMsible ;  and  I  know  that  Lord  WeUeeky, 
wlio  raadily  aaea  ^ry  one  that  has  bnrinces,  is  consideted  avtranMly 
yioady  became  tlie  pditkaaae  ol  due  eity,  wbo  have  no-odiar  oon* 
«em  with  hhn  but  to  aak  £m-  iicwe,  or  expren  thev  attadiBMnt  to 
Bnglaad,  fie^Mently  find  him  to»ninch  oeeapied  t»  we  tin. 

This  lamiliaxify  exftende  thfOi^  ell  Ae  lelatioBa  of  aociety, 
dioi^h  eometimeeit  may  be  AecxpceM  ef  endmrment,  ae  in  the 
applicatfon  of  dmdnaiivee,  aa  calling  a  onft  Joanioo  or  Jadny, 
instead  of  Jtxan  or  John,  or  a  lady  llfeiM]«eta  or  PoUy,  inelead  of 
Maria,  yet  wlieu  vistii  su  ircijm  ntly  as  in  this  country,  it  appears  to 
a  stranger  more  disgustinf^  than  afitctnuuite.  The  behaviour  ot  ser- 
vants to  masters  is  equally  unconstrained,  iiud  the)  converse  while 
attending  at  table,  with  the  familiarity  of  friends.  Ceutiui,  a  valet 
do  place  whom  I  have  hired  in  this  place,  makes  no  acmple  of  helping 
himself  to  a  g^aas  of  wvne^  teking  snuff  from  my  box,  or  lighting 
fab  legwai  my  candle,  while  lam  wiitmg:  all  this,  which  at  first 
ayyewiaiwy  uBpttinen^  aiieee  mnefy  from  haliit^  withsvt  mtbendmn^ 
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finedoms.  hk  ihib  fifst  dsdea,  .(he  pmeCke  of  icalling  people  by  tb«t . 
Chnaliaa  aiiMt,  and  «vta  tilled  lidie«^  is  wiy  coannoa :  thnt,  the 

Marchionew  Cakado,  the  daughter  of  the  celebrated  Don  Juan 
Ulloa,  one  of  the  mobi  charming  women  in  Seville,  is  commonly 
spokcii  iji  Carmen  Ulloa;  ansi  another  lady  called  Maria  Doloree, 
one  of  the  wluoasical  names  of  the  motlicr  of  our  Saviour,  is  gene- 
rally diatinguiabed  by  those  who  are .  acquainted  with  her  by  tha 
timpk  appfikition  of  Dolores. 

XeaifaAnoe  aeema  prevaijiii^  baUt  the  %adard^ 
bat  mom  iwyifiaHy  im  drinking.  I.  have  knoim  many  gentlemen 
vbo  Baver  drink  any  una;  and  thoae  ii^io  do,  geanoaUy  mix  it  with 
A  kiga  qiMptiCy  of  water.  I  tak  haSarmfd,  however,  1]jat  m  the 
ItfiotHr  4iha  lonar  iordaBi  mUtg^  bat  aafc  to.axoeia,  in  the  naa  of 
bandy  oiaed  inth  anoiaeed,  and  amet  wme.  In  Wnghmd,  waty 
fauiy  haasatoaa  af  beer,  mut,  and  wuA.  odier  Mceasariea  as  Ihef 
'  leqiiiitt  fat  daily  use,  ready  at  aU  timea ;  bttt  the  beat  fianiliaa  ia 
Srville  loee^  AOliuDg  of  4a  biad  in  duor  faooaea.  V  oompany  aoa- 
djentally  drop  in  to  a  meal,  a  thing  not  common,  they  send  to  tfaia 
shops  for  such  food  as  they  want,  and  to  the  wine-liousc  for  i  pint 
or  a  i|uiLrt  of  wLue,  for  they  are  nerer  provided  witli  tlie  commonest 
of  those  articles,  and  at  the  couciuaion  of  tlie  day  no  provision  is  left 
hi  the  house.  Thoiigh  I  have  visited  a  good  deal  at  some  of  the  best 
houses,  and  at  all  hours,  I  have  seldom  known  where  the  comidero,  or 
eating  room,  was  placed :  where  I  have  aeen  it,  I  have  generally  foand 
it  the  smallest  and  darkest  apartment,  and  in  the  moot  obscure  part 
of  ^  dweUing,  wfaereaa  tba  iDoma  for  die  neepdon  of  company 
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are  umh]]^  spacioiii  and  lofty,  but  in  tiMmnoicfreduMiit  isflftrad, 
except  cool  mter  for  viatton  to  drink. 

Of  the  namemiB  enlinaiy  utennb  vAmSi  aw  €o  be  fbond  in 
England,  none  are  to  be  weea  in  a  Spaiuah  ktlclien ;  neither  Jack, 
•pit,  n<v  grate  are  wanted;  asmaU  store,  with  a  haadfal  of  duorooal 
and  two  or  three  eardien  pans  that  ivill  bear  the  fire,  answer  ereiy 
purpose  of  cooking.  The  most  common  dish,  the  olla,  is  a  quantity 
of  onions,  culibagt,  turnips,  carrots,  and  potatoes,  all  stewed  together 
in  an  eartliLn  pot  ;  when  it  is  ready,  the  pot  is  turned  upside  down  on 
a  plate,  and  tlie  food  is  brought  to  table  (retaining  the  shape  of  the 
pot,  from  wiiich  it  takes  its  name},  and,  witli  the  addition  of  a  small 
piece  of  bacon,  or  other  meat,  is  hig^y  relish^,  "ilie  oomnoB 
people  feed  on  a  dish  rnllcH  Gaspadio^  oompoeed  of  bread  and  ir^ge- 
tablee  of  Taiimia  kinda»  with  oil  and  vinegar,  all  boiled  together,  and 
aet  befiwe  diem  in  die  pana  in  which  it  ia  eooked,  from  wfakfa  each 
Mb  Mnuelf  mdi  a  spoon,  so  as  to  render  tke  ose  of  pbfw,  knive^ 
aiid  fbika,  ^aste  snpcfflwniSt 

I  have  been  pleased  widi  the  general  deaaHoeaa  of  die  people  in 
dwtr  booses,  especially  with  dnt  in  whidi  we  lodge ;  diey  are  eoBd- 
mialfy  washing  and  dosdng,  and  keep  every  thing  very  neat,  though,  as 
you  may  suppose,  very  homely :  brick  floors,  lime-washed  walls,  brick 
stairs,  and  windows  with  very  little  glass,  are  objects  perfectly  new  to 
me ;  but  as  cieaalincBs  is  prevalent,  I  do  not,  and  have  no  reason  to 
complain. 
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LETTER  XVI 

PASOCBIAL  SCBOOUI — MATIOMAL  BDDGAtMM— WANT  OP  IMfOUCmmi  Ql  ISB 

diGHE*  CLAisu— uifxvnmn-  of  flnrtux— miAia  xpvcuotoii. 

SEVILLE,  OCT.  IS09. 

It  is  a  qnetdoa  which  has  been  frequently  agitated  in 
fipgland,  whedw  «  i^atem  of  narioiMil  ednoatioD  would  be  pso- 
dnetivB  of  beneficbl  or  mjtnioiw  ooiMeqiMiiee» :  mai^  ingauoui 
•qpwnaits  have  bqen  advaooed  on  both  ndesy  and  it  is  but  ktely^ 
that  adSariiigwiiJiod  member  of  the  Hooee  of  ConiiiionsftMneda  plan 
for  this  purpose,  whidi,  though  it  diqda^  die  benevoknoe  of  the 
proposer,  was,  after  mature  ddibemtion,  foond  impracticable. 

In  Spain,  however,  such  a  plan  has  been  adopted  and  carried  into 
execution ;  so  that  there  is  no  person  bom  withiu  the  List  thirty 
years,  v,  }io  lias  not  been  instructed  in  the  first  rudiments  of  knowkdge. 
When  the  society  of  the  .Tesiilts  ^\lLS  abolished,  and  their  property 
confiscated,  Count  Florida  -Blanca  and  Campomanes  suct^ded  in 
obtwoiog  the  (^propriation  of  part  of  the  funds  of  that  order  to  the 
purposes  of  parochial  education,  and  schools  were  established  in  every 
part  of  Spain  tot  the  gratuitoas  edncation  of  the  diitdren  of  the  poor. 
I  have  natnially  wiahed  fb  inqoiie  bow  fiur  their  nonla  have  been 
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benefited,  or  tibe  enjoyments  of  the  people  •eemed  by  thie  institiitiOD. 
Tlioee  vnAi  whom  I  have  convened  on  the  subject  pnnsed  the 
henevolent  dewgns  of  its  anthon,  but  at  the  ssme  time  they  aasiued 
me,  diat  no  change  had  taken  place  in  consequence  of  it;  that  neither 
the  moral  nor  religious  oondoct  of  the  pe<^le  had  nndeigone  anj 
alteiati<m ;  that,  generally,  though  the  peasantry  learnt  to  reed  in 
didr  youth,  yet  that  they  relinquished  and  lost  the  practice  as  they 
advanceMil  in  years,  Imt  this  they  attributed  to  tlic  scarcity  ol  l>ooks, 
and  the  still  greater  scarcity  of  such  as  afford  entertaiumeut,  and  to  a 
distaste  which  ail,  who  are  not  hy  profession  compelled  to  it,  natuntUj 
feel  at  reading  lives  of  saints  and  didactic  hoinilies. 
-  *  It  is  not  snfficiept  to  teadi  the  art  of  reading ;  to  make  it  useful, 
miHWtnneisiMfaSfed  than  the  peasants  can  bestow,  and  books  are  iia* 
0tmujf  very  diffierentfiiom  any  that  am  to  be  found  in  Spain,  to  induce 
tbentontaintheoitivhentfa^haweaeqnirsditj  besides,  it  amy  be 
dottbtsd,  whether  AeindalgeBeeB  of  laboiven  m  tlioit  alUetic 
eiess  whieh  fim  theircfaief  aoMsameiita,  he  not  noie  prodnctiva  af 
health,  spirits,  and  eoossqaeittfy  happiness,  than  a  oonne  of  laedipg 
■neh  as  they  am  lileeiy  to  M  into.  This  is  a  svliieet,  boswfer,  <m 
which  I  wodtd  iiAer  xlonbt  than  decide,  beeanee  I  oanaot  ehnt  ay 
eyes  to  the  important  &ct,  ^hat  tihe  morsl  ciiarsetBr  of  tlie  Sootcll 
peasantry,  as  milk h  excels  that  of  tlie  Irish,  as  the  haints  of  eaily 
industry  in  the  lormer  country,  i  xLicd  the  idle  propensities  among  the 
youth  of  the  latter;  on  the  otlier  luiud  it  must  be  remarked,  that 
mechanics  and  manufacturers  in  liugland,  though  general  I  y  better 
instnicted,  are  less  sober,  prudsnt,  and  virtnoos,  the  <^cuiiural 
paor* 
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The  education  of  the  higher  classes  in  Spain  Is  intoleralily  l»ad, 
which,  perhaps,  is  a  |^reater  evil  than  the  deficie  ncies  of  the  lower 
orders  iu  otlier  countries.  1  am  informed,  that  amonj^  the  nobility 
tbe  instances  of  their  being  incapahk  of  writing  are  far  from  uncom*  . 
men ;  that  to  appear  learned  wouU  by  no  ■Mnft-  be  oonsidered  a 
tinction ;  and  that  the  whole  core  of  keephig  ftcoomitt,  and  evw 
mitiDg  ktten,  derdlvn  oa  their  domesticB.  I  haw  scMcaly  seed  a 
book  tt  anj  of  ^ear'hottsea,  and  a  fibiBfy  » to  tm,  that  die  hmhbi 
who  pBMBwa  baOBi  togaiJed  rfiaoat  a»  a  fhanowonoiL  Tlieftcid* 
ties  of  die  Uglier  oideK»a«aaobliiiit«d  by  mAj  HmKptAoa,  diat  lHoiey 
«  want  lhat  a^Mlanaiia  wkAA  <BBlingatiihea  ihm  ioMon,  by  itlum 
tbey  are  coneeqaently  despised.  * 

The  cflfly  period  of  life  at  which  the  young  Spanish  gentry  va 
introdaoed  into  sociely}  ihe  taae  they  usually  epend  in  that  soiaety, 
the  trifling  suh^ects  commcmly  discussed^  and  tl)c  ^at  familiarity 
\ivitlL  wlucU  they  arc  allow  ed  to  behave  to  their  Lklcrs,  all  eoiitnlmto 
Id  |)TtM-'iit  tliL'ir  acquiring;;  that  knowkdj^t-  winch  is  so  ncfessar\r  to 
form  the  character  of  \irtuous  aiul  intelligent  men.  The  tjuiet  soli- 
tude of  domestic  life  seems  unkno^vn  in  Spain  :  tlie  idea  of  a  man^ 
his  wife,  aad  feouly,  speodkig  a  day,  or  even  part  of  a  day,  with-  . 
ont  ooaipaDy,  appa'aw  to  ihem'  ao  imnatural,  that  they  can  acawely 
hd^  k  to  be  ««r  paactka.  Their  widely  diffinent  system  heap 
however,  aeoae  Moeaunaodatieoah  Toong  people  enter  life  with 
peatar  degree  of  coafidepee ;  in  whatever  aodety  dify  are  plaoo^ 
Ihfgy  feel  peifectLy  eeay,  and  aeqime  a'fluenrjf  in  convcrqidony  and  a 
ilyk  el  Mman^  'whidi.  gm  dieiii  a  apeciae  of  caKiency  tfaraog^ 
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life.  Those,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  are  the  advantages,  t]ie  only  ad- 
vantages, of  this  system.  In  England,  our  youth  are  kept  in  the 
back  ground  till  they  have  acquired  more  years,  and  accumulated  a 
greater  store  of  kuowkdgc,  and  even  then  thej  neither  mix  ao  fie* 
^uently,  nor  so  indiscnminately  in  rompony  as  in  Spain;  they  are  less 
eslculated  to  strike  at  fiist ;  they  are  more  embarrassed  in  society, 
bat  they  ftttun  in  letaremeii^  and  in  1h»  domestic  dvclss  of  well- 
Kgulatad  &milies,  a  aeries  of  idkctioiis  and  habits,  and  9  coone  of 
aoodttc^  which  has  faidwrtodavaled,  and,  I  hope,  wiU  evnr  oontinna* 
to  elevate,  the  ehaiacter  of  Bng^ish  gentkmen. 

Hie  nniveraty  of  SevHk  is  ahnost  solely  approptiated  to  the 
edacati<m  of  the  clergy  :  the  course  of  study  occupies  Stc  years, 
which  are  principally  devoted  to  the  acquirement  of  the  Latin  lan- 
guage, the  knovvletlge  of  civil  law,  the  philosophy  of  Aristoti^  and 
scholastic  divinity.  Scarcely  any  improvement  has  been  introduced 
within  the  last  four  hundred  years;  the  phdosophy  of  Bacon,  Ixjcke, 
and  Newton,  is  utterly  unknown  to  cither  professors  or  pupils.  The 
war  has  considerahly  lessened  the  number  of  students,  as  a  large 
portion  has  entered  into  the  army.  They  do  not  reside  within  the 
naivenity,  but  have  private  lodgings  in  different  parts  of  the  city. 

The  educatieo  of  the  fiemalee  of  the  best  femilies,  is,  if  possible, 
still  wone.  Hieyafeeaily  sent  to  a  convwAt  as  pensioners,  and  under 
thecaieof  some  of  the  aged  nana  aic  instructed  in  reading,  writing,^ 
and  needle-mk,  but  especially  in  the  outward  fintns  of  religion. 
They  ate  usoally  kept  in  these  bouses  of  seclusion  till  they  arriiBe  at  a 
proper  age,  and  frec^uently  till  •«  matrimomal  engagement  ii 
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fonned.    From  the  retirement  of  a  convent,  with  all  its  uniformity 

mid  duhicss,  tliey  are  suddenly  liitrcxluccd  into  circles  of  gaiety 
and  dis.sjpation,  and  it  is  not  wuiulertul  tluU  from  so  violent  a 
change,  and  from  the  example  of  the  married  females,  with  whom 
they  associute,  they  become  victims  to  the  dissolute  habits  of  their 
country. 
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LETTER  XVII. 
MtmniGi — onanuu.  tabib  pok  ncnius — mmiuo — mt  pAimxttot  nr 

IBB  CAKlOAD— IN  TR»  CATHEDKAL  OF  UVU.LX~AC0OtnfT  OF  THE  LIFE  OF 
fKAT  CELUIATKD  ABIIBT. 

•BVtUJt,  OCT.  1809. 

Few  plaoes  in  Europe^  widi  the  exception  of  London  and 
I^ris,  contain  so  many  good  pictnres  as  are  to  be  found  in  this  ci^. 
Ab<mt  one  httndzed  and  aeventy  years  ago,  some  of  the  beat  painto* 
vended  here,  espedaUy  Mmillo,  Vdaaqiies,  Zubarao,  Spagnolete, 
and  Cano  j  and  audi  was  its  celebrity  aa  a  adioal  tat  paintii^,  that 
several  enunent  masters,  from  other  oountnes,  resorted  hither  tot  im- 
provemeDt  in  thdr  prafesMon.  Spain  made  considerable  progress  m 
the  art  of  painting  daring  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Fifth,  and  it  ivaa 
the  general  castmn  among  the  Spaniah  nobles,  who  attended  thai 
monarch  in  his  vints  to  Italy  and  the  Netherlands,  to  porehase  and 
send  home  to  this  city,  then  the  capital  of  Spdn,  the  best  pictures 
they  could  procure  ;  some  of  them  have  been  retained  by  private 
families,  and  others  were  given  to  the  diffcr^t  churches  and  con- 
vents. 

Our  unhappy  sovereign  Charles  the  First,  when  Prince  of  Wales, 
contribnted  to  increase  the  taste  for  tikis  art  in  Spain  by  the  love  he 
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MMmmlbiakmA  fat  tke  pTofeHMHi,  1^  the  honoiir  he  paid  to  ihe  artiste, 
and  fay  the  Itbenl  piioe  he  gat  for  th«r  worite.  H*  pwchaeed 
aome  excellent  pictnrea  fiw  hie  collectioii,  and  left  diiectiona  for 
aome  of  the  beet  pidures  m  Madrid  to  be  copied ;  especially  the 
wodka  of  lltion  in  the  royal  palecee.  BHqud  de  laOrnsj  an  artiat 
of  oonaSderable  eminence  in  ihe  court  of  Hiilip  the  Foorth,  waa 
occupied  several  years  in  copying  the  best  pictures  for  oor  unfor- 
tutiati:  luuimrch,  which  were  not  all  completed  when  he  met  his  un- 
timely fate. 

The  best  ancient  pictures  are  mostly  upon  subjects  connected  with 
religioti ;  80ine  ot  them  are  portraits  of  saints  and  martyrs,  whose 
names  as  well  as  sufferin^^  would  perhaps  have  remained  unknown, 
were  they  not  immortalized  by  the  genius  of  the  artist.  A  great 
nnmber  of  eacoeUent  paintings  have  been  accumulated  here»  and  in- 
deed a  gieneral  taste  for  the  tet  has  been  estaUisbed  Ibr  agea.  Most 
of  the  well  infomwd  men  are  «oanoi8aeuia»  and  more  especially  the 
priests  and  aKniks>  who,  finnn  habfitnaUy  eonten^laling,  in  their 
cshvicihea,  die  finest  .qtedmena  of  the  art^  acquire  a  oomctneas  in 
ilaar  notiooa  of  paintings  whidi  rendera  tfaem  good  judgea  of  evcft 
dioBe  pdntinga  thai  are  tmonuieeted  with  rdigkm, 

A  general  fondaeaa  for  die  art  prevails  in  tins  leaj^tal,  and  most 
people,  particulariy  the  ]a£es,  have  in  tlieir  apartmenta  the  best 
pictures  of  the  Holy  "^Hrgin,  or  some  fevonrite  saint,  which  their* 
circumstances  can  aflford.  To  these  they  are  much  attached,  and 
retain  them  with  care,  even  when  reduced  by  poverty  to  sell  every 
thing  else.  I  was  ycstcrrias  at  tlie  house  of  a  lady,  tlu^  ^siclow  of  an 
oflicer,  to  see  some  pictures  which  necessity  compelled  her  to  sell,  bat 
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which  decent  piide  fbtfaade  har  io  part  irith  to  any  wcept  afokieigMr. 
In  her  chamber  was  a  crodfixioii,  which  I  «diiiiitd»  and  asked  if  it 
WW  to  be  add;  <*  No,  SeSor,  lo  tengo  par  mi  devodna;"  afae  than 
aaleed  with  anrpriiie,  **  Are  yon  a  Chnattan  On  my  answeriiig 
"  Ye$»"  and  that  I  reapeeted  the  aaints,  she  expressed  henelf  da* 
Hghted  that^  amrag  the  Englifih  whom  she  had  been  told  were  all 
Frotestante,  she  had  fbond  one  who  was  a  Oadiolic ;  ibr,  though  she 
appeared  a  woman  who  had  moved  in  a  respectable  sphere,  she  had 
no  conception  that  Christiuu  uud  (  itliolic  were  not  precisely  syno- 
nvmnuA  ;  and  I  was  too  intent  on  iier  pictures  to  find  time  to  correct 
lier  XK-abuiaiy. 

It  IS  scarcely  right  in  relating  any  thing  to  commence  with  the 
best ;  and  perliaps  I  should  be  wiser  were  I  to  delay  writing  about  the 
pictures  of  MuriUo,  till  I  had  described  those  of  some  inferior  artists; 
but,  as  it  hapi)ens,  I  am  just  returned  from  inspecting  hia  woliu  ill 
^chapel  of  St  Geoga,  in  the  Garidad :  lafaall  tfaerafere  b^n  my 
aMint  with  them*  ISiepietopeaefMiriDo  which  hate  bean  bniliglili 
to  England  are  of  amall  aiM,  and  ganeially  odntam  few  ^guiea,  so 
Ifcatyoa  can  fiirm  but  a  Tfliy  impacfiMt  ideaof  thepow«n  ofthia^- 
tingniahed  artist ;  hot  the  pictwiea  of  this  painter  in  the  Quidad  are 
about  eighteen  feet  in  length,  and  twelve  in  breadth.  One  of  them, 
lapifesenting  the  Queen  laabdla  attending  the  sick,  and  \vu<4hing  the 
wounds  on  the  head  of  a  beggar  boy,  while  a  crowd  of  other  invalids 
are  waiting  round  iu  expectation  of  similar  relief,  is  considered,  and 
I  think  Justly,  one  of  the  best  compositions  of  that  great  miister : 
the  pious  countenance  of  liie  queen,  and  the  anxious  looks  of  the 
expecting  group,  are  admirably  d^icted.   Another  painting*  by  the* 
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iMM  «iftter>  w  ^  a&«cle  of  die.  kawM  and  SAA,  in  wb&lk  the 
figures  on  die  firegrandd  wm  fitoety  conceSfed,  knd  the  fight  mm! 
dbttde  flimiiaUy  nAonged, 

Hie  pictoie  of  the  angek  appearing  to  Abiaham  it  finely  painted ; 
hotae  die  idee  pceraillug  in  Spain  is,  diat  ihoee  three  angela  iraie 
die  three  pettona  of  the  TVmity,  die  artist  has  thought  proper  tor 
shew  the  unity  in  the  Trinity  by  painting  all  the  three  angels  with 
exactly  the  same  couutcuance  :  not\\-ithstanding  this  whimsical  conceit 
the  picture  is  a  fine  one,  and  the  scene  of  the  tent  of  the  Arabian 
patriarch  is  most  exquisitely  painted. 

Moees  striking  the  rock  is  a  most  wonderful  production  ;  the 
anxious  oountenances  of  the  Israelites,  all  eagerly  crowding  to  the 
water,  are  exact  representations  of  what  might  be  supposed  the  ex- 
preenons  of  people  in  such  a  state :  the  figure  of  tlie  mother  with  sfn 
infant^  eagerly  stretching  out  her  hand  to  catch  a  few  dtope  for  her 
ehild,yanofher  hunenfii^^  the  ddny  in  obtuidn||^  a  supply,  and  a  boy 
mowiMd  .on  a  hdnsi  stretdung  ftvinud  to  die  streamy  are  estcenied 
die  beat  figures,  wIuIb  die  eonntenances  of  all  diaoom  giatitude  io 
God  for  diis  unekpadsd  aupply.  I  never  tdt  so  much  pkasme  fioni 
die  coiitempktbn  of  any  wodc  of  art  as  from  this  picture;  but,  not* 
withstanding  the  adndmble  expres^ons  <ff  the  countodances,  I  eonM 
not  hd^  ailmiring  die  shadotir  of  Ihit  rock  from  which  the  water 
gntdie*  out.  A  piMdage  in  the  sacred  writings  mentions  as  a  lulniry 
"  the  shadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  desert  uildeniess;"  it  "is  here. dis- 
played most  admirably  ;  the  rock  Is  hi^^h  and  l:irj^  ;  within  its 
shade  the  people  appear  protected  from  the  rays  of  the  sun,  which 
.  seem  to  diffose  a  bttmiDg  beat  over  every  other  part  of  the  scene. 
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There  is  a  6ne  painting  of  St.  Peter  in  I^nson ;  bat  as  there  are 
only  thi«e  Bgun,  that  of  tbe  Apostle  and  the  two  Angds,  the  sab- 
ject  «pptim  umnteicttiog  1^  the  «de  of  the  mote  hwj  Momty  wludh 
the  other  pictnies  of  dui  artist  d^daj. 

Hie  cotfaedril  of  SonOe  oontuiiB  aoae  peintiiiga  by  Mnrillo^  bat 
in  my  jadgmoBt  veiy  hr  inferior  to  thoae  at  ^  Cbiidad;  the  best 
are  on  the  altar  of  Baptistecy;  icfieseirting  St,  Andioay  of  Fsdoa, 
the  B^ilism  of  Christ;  and  die  Birth  of  ijbe  Virgin,  in  the  ehapel 
dedicated  to  St.  FsoL  Beaidee  these,  dmoat  every  oonvent  end 
diorch  in  Se^e  is  adomed  with  adine  of  this  mastei'a  prodoctioos. 
I  have  had  the  good  fertone  meet  with  some  of  his  sketches,  and 
au  admu-dble  portrait  of  his  son,  which,  if  I  get  them  to  England, 
will  please  you,  thougii  tliey  give  but  a  very  faint  idea  of  his 
great  powers. 

The  following  short  account  of  his  life,  will  be  interesting'  to 
you.  Bartholomew  Stephen  Murillo  was  bom  in  Seville  in  January 
1618:  ha^^ng  disoovered  an  early  indination  for  drawing,  he  was 
|klaoed  under  the  care  of  his  relation,  Juan  de  CastiUo,  from  whom  he 
learnt  to  draw,  and  afterwards  to  paint  in  a  style  somewhat  ap- 
proaching to  that  of  the  Florentine  school,  which  Luis  dc  Vnrgaa 
and.  Pedro  de  ViUega*  had  recently  introdnoed  at  Seville.  Having 
early  asteblishcd  himself  at  Gadja,  he  was  oaipkiyod  in  paintii^ 
snch  pteturee  as  eooU  be  meet  easfly  sold,  and  readily  eonreyed  to 
the  American  aetdemenla.  Daring  tins  period  he  eonridaably  im- 
pA>xj^  his  sldU ;  and  some  good  paintings  from  his  pendl,  of  due 
date,  still  exist,  particalarly  a  Conoeptum  belooging  to  the  convent 
«f  the  Ennoacans  at  Seville, 
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Notwithstanding  his  natural  genius,  Murillo  might  never  }i;i\'e 
junved  at  the  •elebrity  he  ultimately  acquired,  had  it  not  hvcn  iur  the 
accidental  circumstance  of  Pedro  de  Moya  returning  from  EiL^land, 
where  he  had  atiuiied  under  Vandyke.  The  softness  and  sweetness 
of  his  manner  made  so  forcible  an  impression  on  MuriUo,  that  he 
wished  to  imitate  it :  but  Moya  remained  only  a  short  time,  and  left 
him  confuted  and  doubtful  what  track  to  pursue ;  he  at  last  deter- 
mined to  pfoeecd  to  England,  nod  study  under  Vandyke,  and  ivas 
on  the  point  of  Ins  departore  when  he  icowved  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  tfaat  peat  painter.  He  wished  to  go  to  Italy,  hat  hie  povierty 
preveoted  him  ftom  undertaking  that  journey,  or  even  the  leas  ex- 
pennve  one  to  Madrid,  till  he  Ind  pelnted  smne  pictures,  by  the  sale 
of  which,  to  the  captains  of  ships  going  to  America,  he  raised  a 
-sum  eoflkieot  to  defray  his  espences  to  the  capital.  He  arrived  at 
Madrid  in  1843,  and  being  assisted  by  Velasquez,  he  passed  two 
years  in  copying  the  works  of  Titian,  Rubens,  and  Vandyke,  as  well 
as  those  of  his  coutemporaries. 

He  returned  to  Seville  in  ltf45,  and  astonished  all  the  artists  of 
Aat  city  by  his  paintings  in  the  smaller  cloister  of  the  Franclsi^n 
convent.  His  labours  in  this  convent  gave  him  reputation,  and 
raised  him  from  indigence  to  a  state  of  affluence.  In  16/0  he  began 
to  paint  the  celebrated  pictures  in  the  Cari^ul,  which  I  have 
described,  for  eadi  of  which  he  was  paid  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  a  prodi^oae  sum  in  that  eooatry  at  so  caily  a  period. 
He  afierwatds  punted  the  Conception,  in  tiie  church  of  the  Venera* 
Ues,  and  the  Viigm  and  Child  dividing  aloof  with  a  pilgrim.  The 
Coooeptioii  is  the  best  proof  left  of  the  exquisite  sldU  of  MuriUa 
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in  die  dispositkni  of  the  light  and  ahadow,  ai^li'  w  the  npniigc- 
mentcf  th^  general  effect  -  His  industry  dftrii^  ih<e  letter  fiert  of 
his  life  was  aorprinog,  end  he  has  left  more  pictures' behind  htm 

than  any  other  Spanish  artist   His  last  work  is  that  uhkh  1  noticed 
in  the  church  of"  the  Capuchins  at  Cadiz,  wliich  he  was  prevented 
by  ill  health  Iroui  tini^iung,  and  the  same  cause  induced  him  to  re- 
move to  Ills  native  city,  where  he  died,  in  April  1(jS2.    Tlie  Hie  of 
such  an  artist  can  have  but  few  incidents ;  he  never  was  absent  from 
Cadiz  and  Seville  more  than  two  years  in  the  early  part  of  his  life. 
The  perfection,  thexefore,  to  whi^h  he  attained,  must  be  attribiitod 
more,  to  his  own  natural  powers  and  accurate  obBer%'ation,  than  to 
those  advantages  from  which  odmr  atftists  have  aegeiged  thek  oele- 
hfity.   He  was  the  ibunder  of  the  Aoademy  linr  ]?bintii^  in  lhas 
a^y.wludi  was  established  m  1600 :  he  cootintted  tibe  pnodeat^  or 
dbector,  dnzijaig  his  life,  and  too)i  great  paios  to  bain  the  students 
ivdl  instmcted  ill  the  anatomy  of  the.  hnmaa  figure^  by  enecniBiging 
iheni  to  study  from  the  living  modei 

He  1^  a  daughter,  who  became  ^  mm,  andrtwp  sons*  iba.  eilder 
of  whom  went  to  Mexico,  where  he  died :  tlM  yonnger,  whose  por-t 
trait  I  have  purchased,  studied  painting  under  his  father,  and  made 
considerable  proficiency  ;  he  was  ordiuned  a  priest,  and  Uicame  9k 
canon  of  the  Church  of  Canoona,  but  dM^4  in  early  life. 

I    J  •  . 

-  .  f.-  • 
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LBTTSB  XVm. 

PAirniKM  OF  FIDEO  DB  CAIIPAH A  IN  TBI  CBUBCH  OF  SAMTA  CEV>-^ACCOII1iT 
OF  HU  LIFB—AftCHinCTUM  OF  THB  CATHSDBAL-^ZAlAGOSIlt*— IT.  IM* 
'dIMAKD*S  DAT — ALCALA'  M  »>■  PAMAl»BO«— eOHSUIi. 

UVIIXE,  OCT.  1809* 

Few  ifut/btttm  hm99  been  movB  piaiaed  than  tboae  in  liim 
«hiifcli  of  SantB-'Cnu,  by  Fedbro  de  Campana,  cspedaUj  die  Deaoent 
fioDi  ttie  Grow.  It  »  said  of  tlua  pidnra,  by  die  leamed  doctor  • 
TmnoMO  iWlieoy  that  die  ramaifuog  in  diia  duncb  akne  filled  bani 
witb  terror,  at  he  ooaM  not  dRmat  hinuelf  of  die  idea  diet  die  body 
of  Christ  was  a  real  object  IW0  men  above  are  Waring  the'  body 
to  St.  John,  who  receives  it  with  the  strongest  expression  of  grief 
and  seiislbillh,'.  Mary  Mat^daieii  kissing  the  feet,  and  the  Holy 
Virgi  n,  are  admirable  figures.  The  whole  piece  is  an  exquisite 
compo'-ltion  ;  and,  in  the  judii;mrnt  of  the  Spanish  connoisseurs, 
equal  to  the  best  productions  of  Michael  Angelo,  untkr  whom  Cam- 
pana studied.  The  picture  is  about  eighteen  feet  in  height  and  oino 
m  breadth.  There  are  aeveial  others  in  this  church  by  the  same 
maater,  but  this  one  engroaMd  my  attendoQ  too  nnch  to  allow  me 
to  eiMnine  the  otheHih  ' 
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Goipana  was  bom  at  BnisBeU  in  1503,  whae  he  kamt  to 
paiat  aftor  the  manner  of  Albert  Darsr.  He  went  to  Italy  in  1530, 
and,  on  hie  way  to  Rome,  was  detained  aome  time  at  Bokgna  to  paint 
«  triumphal  arch  for  the  coronation  of  ^  Bmpcfor  Chaiks  the 
Fifth,  in  whidi  he  displiiyed  powem  'that  astooiahed  iSttt  Italian 
artists.  In  Rome  he  studied  the  woiIes  of  Raphael  and  Blidiael 
Angelo  with  diligence  and  success.  How  long  he  remained  there  is 
•  uncertain  ;  but  he  was  in  Seville,  ami  painted  the  pictures  in  this 
city  between  154K  ,ind  1552,  as  appears  by  the  dates  on  several  of 
them.  He  continued  in  this  city  many  years,  and  was  wniversally 
Inspected ;  aud  when  advanced  in  life  he  returned  to  his  native  place, 
where  he  died  in  1580.  He  may  properly  be  classed  among  the 
Spanish  painteto^  asl.the  gfttfyst  part  of  his  ills  wasiapeot;  and  the 
best  of  hiSfpiotiUtts  yret^.  eqBeentod,  in  this  countiy.  X  am  aiiraidl 
fiitigue  yon  lyith  too.lo^g  an  aooooilt  of  pictures  and  painters ; 
iNVfCtbalfM,  th«:sHl;jpi^iiKt«mit:  m  ao  mneh  that  X  donbt  X  ahatt 

.  ,,^XIwaK^toetiitra  .of  SiniUa  deaiarvea  paitioaW  notiQa,  aa  it  la  ^ 
wofh  flf 4ift«ant.ages,  and  poasettea  very  diatinftft  chamttera.  HieAift* 
haviiAthaiyOtlnc,  l^  Gnfoo^Ronalo  styles,  aU  enter  into  tibe  atme* 
tore  of  the  .oath«dial.'  Ita  tower,  codstruofeed  in  the  ytar 1000,  b  of  the 
Arabian  arolntetitare,  as  well  as  one  of  the  coarta,  -oalled  thePlalio  da 
la^  Xai  aiigas.  The  Gothic  style  was  not  introduced  into  Spain  till  dfta 
twe)ltl\  century  j  aud  it  still  retains  the  more  appropriate  epithet  of 
Tudesco  or  German.  The  greater  prt  of  the  cathedral,  which  was 
begun  ia  1482  and  finished  in  1519,  is  of  this  species  of  archi- 
tectare.    The  Greco-RomaQ,  uaed  in  Spain,  is  miaerabk  in  the 
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'dtstribtition  of  the  parts,  lavish  in  the  ornaments,  and  wants  ele- 
gance in  the  whole.  The  royal  chapel  of  the  cathedral  'is  in  this 
•tyle  of  building,  though  erected  ut  the  same  period  with  the  Gothic 
The  length  of  the  church  is  398  feet  and  the  breadth  290  ;  the 
choir  and  the- high  altw  tieiDg  in  the  centre,  and  the  whole  crowded 

faige  M  it  w  in  itdky.  Tbk  iatSBi  of  '^  Weif  iiiu  We  (ni^gyariiiy) 
it  has  no  eti^  but  in  '^nea  steiid  a  road  i^olis  to%^  toipvli^Hvfn^ 
it  U  *id  llie  Bmpenr  CInalei'tte  'FlfW  enee  rbfe-bn'IMnebadt 
to  die'MUimiSt;  thw  Miu%'  IMmlii  nM  Be'iffiiieiiif 4f  ddor'tt 
llie  nMut  me  lugbrl  W  lit tnoenilt  'i^'W  iittftf«v''iliGtt'^^^ 
•cardelyentCT^it  -  itie^ttie^rtl  leonfadns'd'fiae'brgan  of  great  p6w&r, 
iirhich  is  filled  with  nf  ni'«  flfin^ttlar  manner,  by  means  bf  a  plaii^ 
placed  on  the  bellows,  on  which  a.  man  walks  batkwai^S  and 

r  ■ 

forvs  aids,  and  as  it  balances  on  its'  centte,  lus  motidn'fiUs  the  organ 
with  air.  '  ' 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  t:;i\c  ynu  some  account  of  a  woman  to 
whom  i  have  been  introduced  hy  General  Doyle,  and  who  has  made 
considerable  noise  in  Spain,  by  her  resolute  conduct  at  the  siege 
SaragDosB,  where  it  is  said  her  heroic  conduct  oontributsd  to  pcoloiig 
tile  defence.  She  is  known  in  tins  4»ty  hy  the  imne  t>f  Zaragozlna. 
'  She  hae  a  oonunisnon  ts  «  lieutenant  b  ilie  muf,  and  is  said  to  be 
an  exodlent  officer.  Her  coontenanoe  u  mild  and  IMnines  her 
•mile  pleaungj  and  her  free  altogether  the  last  1 8hoa!4  have  sap- 
posed  to  belong  to  «  woman,  who  had  led  troops  tluoagh  Uood'and 
daughter,  and  pointed  die  cannon  at  the  eneniy  wfaOe  her  husband 
(an  avtiUeryman)  lay  dead  among  his  companions  by  her  aide.  She 
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wears  petticoats  and  a  imiitary  loose  coat,  with  one  gp^  cpanJet; 
Bod  thus  arrayed,  has  a  very  soldier-like  appearance. 

1  went  yesterday  to  the  Alcazar,  to  see  the  ceremony  of  declaring 
tear  against  the  King  DenmarL  A  gentleaian  on  horseback  read 
the  declaration,  very  delilicnitely,  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  and  a  hankie 
with  Stentorian  repeated  it  after  him  :  it  was  Voag,  and  con* 

lUDcd  a  detailed  aoomint  of  the,  cooiplaioti,  whtcb  night  all  have 
lieeii  oompiiMd  in  a  Aatt  mim&n  dT  the  treatment  of  Eomana'e 
anny,  and  the  attempts,  to  detUn  it.  The  {MooeMion  had  a.  good 
eftct :  it  eoneieted  of  a  rqgpment  of  klantry,.  and  abofft  two  hun- 
dred diagoongy  vnltk  a  bend  <^  maxtial  nmnci  whonaidied  veond  the 
court  of  ih»  Aleesar,  faelbtfe  the  memheni  of  iht  Junte.  It  aeenui 
etrange,  that  an  affidr  of  thta  Idnd^  if  neceiery  to  be  perforaied, 
should  have  been  so  long  delayed.  But  as  Spain  and  Denmark  can 
never  come  in  contact  with  each  otlicr  in  anv  ]>:irt  of  the  globe,  it 
seems  as  ndiculous  to  declare  war  ag^uiiist  thut  jiovver,  as  against  the 
Tartars  of  Asia,  or  the  Hottentots  of  Africa. 

Instead  of  olisLiMng  hirth-days  like  the  English,  it  t»  thie  cuiitom 
to  celebrate  what  are  called  name-days,  and  people  expect  their 
iriends  to  pay  them  a  visit  of  compliment  on  the  aaints'-day  whose, 
name  tbey  bear;  and  on  that  day  they  geaemlly  give  an  entertain- 
ment.  The  14th  ^'as  St.  Ferdinand's  day,  and  therefore  all  the  ' 
public  m^  pmd  thdr  eompUmientB  to  hie  Ma|c9ty,.l(ur  eo  they  cell  that 
many-heeded  moneter  the  Junta;  I^iord  WeDeil^,  and  the  gentle- 
men of  hie  suite,  were  among  li]|e  iiamber.  I  am  told  by  those'  who 
were  there,  for  I  felt  no  indinetion  to  be  presented  myself,  that  it 
wae  a  veiy  hdicmus  eeronony.  liocd  WeHesley  gi^ve  agraad  dmnei; 
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afterwards,  wliere  we  met  the  Austrian  and  Portuguese  ambanadore, 

the  Duke  dc  Infantado,  Marquis  Romana,  some  members  of  the 
Junta,  and  most  oH  tlic  Eu^lish  in  Seville. 

I  have  made  an  excursion  to  some  little  disiaiKe  lience,  which  has 
affurded  me  mujli  pleasure.  I  went  (irst  to  AlciilA  dc  los  panaderos, 
a  few  leagues  from  Seville,  the  environs  of  which  have  some  fine 
country  houses  and  gardens,  situated  in  a  pleasing  valley,  watered 
by  the  river  Guadayra,  which  rises  then^  and  discharges  itself  into 
the  Guadalquivir  at  Seville.  The  town  is  placed  at  the  foot  of  a 
hill,  OD  which  are  the  naint  of  an  extensive  Roman  castle  in  good 
preaervatioii ;  it  has  some  xcmains  of  the  Moorish  altfliatioiiB»  and  a 
part  is  converted  into  a  modern  dmrdL  The  idioie  fimns  a  fine  pile 
«f  rainti  and  I  amused  mjwelf  by  malung  a  slwtch  of  lhitm  fiom  the 
gsrden  of  one  of  Ae  houses  in  the  valley  below. 

The  town  is  principally  inhabited  by  bakers,  as  die  name  denotes. 
Hie  biead  made  in  diis  phioe,  whence  the  oty  of  Seville  is  princi- 
pally supplied,  is  the  whitest  and  best  tasted  I  have  ever  met  with. 
The  we^fat  of  the  bread  is  fixed,  but  the  price  is  left  to  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  buyer  and  seller,  whieh  In  the  bread-market  of 
Seville  produces  numberless  squabbles.  The  hills  whicii  surround 
this  town  are  filled  with  numerous  springs  of  the  purest  water, 
M  liich,  after  supplying  the  inhabitants,  are  collected  into  the  aque- 
duct, by  >vhich  it  is  conveyed  to  Seville.  The  fields  about  the 
town  afford  very  good  crops  of  wheat,  but  they  are  much  intermixed 
witli  olive  trees,  which  yield  firuit  of  a  laiger  siae  than  in  any  other 
part  of  Spain. 
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1  went  forwaril,  over  very  had  rf)atis,  to  Gondul,  a  village  which 
gives  the  tide  of  Marquis  to  the  owner  of  it,  who  possesses  what  is 
here  called  a  palace.  The  mansion  Is  good  ;  hut  the  whole  of  the 
fomiture,  excepting  the  pictures,  is  of  less  value  than  the  utensils  in. 
*  your  kitchen.  Some  delightful  sfffiogs  of  transparent  water  gush 
from  the  rock,  and  turn  a  paper-mill,  whence  it  is  diBtribated  hy 
nuneroni  ouaaU  thxmi^  a  garden  aboundiog  in  every  vegetable 
luxiny;  vnngs,  lemon,  fime,  and  ponegnuiete  tiem,  otnered  with 
fruit,  at  onoe  aflbrd  a  del^tfrd  odioor,  and  gvatify  die  sight.  Tlieie 
Sa  a  6ne  pimpert  towatds  Rcmda,  the  numntains  of  which  aie  dia* 
tinedy-aeen,  dioagh  at  the  distataoe  of  eighty  miles. 

Ahbnt  diiee  days  ago  some  lain  fttHf  and  dw  ooantiy  which 
hefiiee  waa  a  banen  aand,  ia,  in  conaeqaence,  now  covend  with  natir 
grass,  and  has  a  verdure  fike  ovr  En^iah  fidda  in  May. 
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coiivxMT.ov  tHB  comraum— m  noruRiv-HMminios  of  WBAftAH— 
:  ooKvmTOF  It.  Bmmifmo—^jamcoatm  or  itouifiUMi^CAraGHiifa— 

4  XHII&  UBJUEY— WWnrAI.  BB  liA  iAMOttB. 

mnuutj  OCT.  i8<9* 

A  FEW  days  ago,  1  went,  with  a  small  party,  to  sec  tlie 
convent  of  the  Carthaslana.  It  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  tlie 
Guadalquivir,  above  the  city,  and  we  found  a  boat  the  cheapest  and 
most  agreeable  conveyance.  The  coDvent  is  a  fine  building,  and  the 
Interior  is  sumptuously  decorated. 

The  Monks,  ^o.are  tdl  deaoended  finom  good  fiuniliea,  Uve  with 
frogalityy  or  father  austerity,  and  never  leave  the  eoavent  after  thej 
have  taken  the  ▼owe.  They  are  not  pcrnufcted  to  convetae,  except 
with  each  other,  and  diey  are  allowed  only  an  honi^s  coDverBadon 
twice  in  a  week;  but  if  I  may  judge  from  the  ruifatcnnd  fiuiea  and  poidy 
l^res  of  the  superioray  when  iSbej  airive  at  the  h^her  station^ 
tfiey  indulge  privately  in  liumriea  hi^ond  die  limite  of  thdr  irowa. 
It  18  easy  to  conceive  that,  that  ftnafticiam  which  can  induce  gcntk- 
men  to  enter  into  this  order,  and  to  endure  its  severities  during  the 
year  of  their  uovlciute,  may,  aftL-r  a  time,  cease  ;  that  the  fervour  of 
devotion  may  subside ;  that  some  embers  of  the  feelings  and  habits 
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of  past  Ufe  may  be  rekindled;  and  that,  after  they  have  begun  to 
languish  in  their  piety,  they  may  fidl  from  the  grace  of  celibacy,  or 
catehaoge  their  feats  and  penances  for  a  luxorioua  table,  generoue 
Wines,  and  an  affectionate  mistress. 

Wc  touiui  the  prior  a  good-tempered  friendly  man ;  he  expreaaed 
much  regard  for  EngUsiimen,  but  lamented  the  wickedness  and  sen- 
suality of  Henry  the  Eighth,  wfaoee  unruly  passions,  be  said,  had 
caused  that  change  of  reUgi  on  so  unfortunate  fot  our  country.  I 
cannot  help  remarking  in  this  phioe,  that  there  is  a  mntorial  diffmnea 
between  the  Catholics  and  FkoteslanlB,  in  the  mode  of  tieating  each 
other  onteligibna  snljeclB.  The  former  genemUy  speak  of  our  idigioa 
with  a  sigh;  we  too  frequency  ^«ak  of  thdia  widi  n  sneer,  I  am 
afiaid  something  of  tins  kind  escaped  me,  or  my  younger  oompA- 
nions,  ite  his  offidoos  kindness  evidently  ceased  after  his  lemaik  on 
Henry  the  Bighdi;  and  though  he  bdrnved  with  politoieae,  it  was- 
eeremoinous,  and  obvioudy  oonstrained. 

The  church  is  very  splendid,  ;inJ  clc^-anOj  adorned  Midi  holy 
utensils  of  gold  and  silver,  with  some  good  pictures  and  statues,  and 
a  n  nmrkahlv  fiuu  organ.  Among  the  pictures  is  the  head  of  John! 
the  Baptist  and  a  Sidvator  IVlundi,  by  MuriUo ;  a  St,  Peter  by 
Morales,  called  by  way  of  distinction  (as  there  were  several  painters 
of  that  name)  the  divine  Morales ;  and,  what  pleased  me  more  than 
any  others,  some  fine  pieces  of  Zubarsn,  an  artist  whose  wmks  are 
highly  valued  in  Spain^  though  they  are  scarcely  known  in  any  other, 
part  of  Europe.  Thereamthreeof  his  productions  in  the  sacristry  of 
this  chuteh,  with  figures  as  laige  as  fife.  Hie  snl^ect  of  one  is» 
St  Brono  conversing  with  Pope  Urban  the  Second:  the  saint  it 
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Mtted ;  lui  eoontemiiee  1ms  (he  oqptMOQ  of  bcmevoknoe,  and  Aat 

of  the  Pope  of  piety  and  submission.  The  subject  of  another  picturt 
is  St.  Hugh  in  the  refectory  of  this  convent,  catinfl^  with  the  monks  ; 
anil  a  third  represents  our  Saviour  on  foot,  con  versing  wiik  aome 
Carthn*<ians  :  there  is  nothing  in  the  stories,  but  the  artist  has  am- 
trived  to  make  them  interesting.  Zubaran's  manner  somewhat  re- 
sembles that  of  Camvaggio ;  his  outlines  are  correct,  and  his  com- 
^ontaoDS  dinplei  diey  contain  oaly  a  few %aM8,  mhkh.  are  amogal 
in  grave  and  natnrel  attitiides. 

■  iiMved«a|»lMda««Mcyio  ^  ^  collflctiBm  o£  baaka  ia 
fheaattpomitanm  of  SAa davotSon,  intwliat  I  aaw  faeva  wiia  of  n» 
greater  Tulue  than  thoaa  »  nafmh  kaa  licUy  apJawoA  Iba 
drtfaiuiaaa  ana  tha  naheat  onkr  in  Spain,  and  ifaa  aaiatea  of  dda 
CMMcnt  aaa  way  axteaaive  and  valnaUe  j  their  tvmtnm  are  all 
appropriated  to  detenninate  purpoaaa,  one  partioQ  vthmHaat, 
anatlier  lor  lint  icpanv  and  daooaatiop  of  (Im  ^inircliy  and  adma  1b§ 
tfMriKifof  the  poor,  &e.  afl  of  ivliich  being  badly  adaatHfafteiad}  fha 
society  is  ooimderaUy  involvetl.  They  cultivate  some  lafge  fiumS) 
and  have  ia  their  bams  and  outhouses  a  goo<l  stock  of  oom,  stfaW) 
and  oil,  as  well  as  iK>rse8,  cows,  and  mules,  which  the  g^ovemraeiit 
have  lately  found  very  beneficial ;  for,  in  the  present  exigencies  of  the 
country,  the  property  of  th<»c  religious  honses  has  not  been  exempted 
£rom  oontributioua.  They  Imve  a  fine  garden,  and  a  sunmer-boaae 
vrerlooking  the  river.  The  consumption  of  wax  for  eandka  ia 
ODOMdwabfe,  that  they  kave  in  tlna  garden  aM  the  noeeaiafy  MJU»«f 
nieiieaB  IbrUeadm^  it 
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We  cntntfid  the  boat,  after  viewing;  die  oooveat,  mnd  maeoM 
■iAm  iiv«r  tiU  tve  reaclied  die  convent  of  St  Hieronymo  de  buena 

vista  on  the  opposite  shore.  The  different  landing  places  on  the  river, 
and  the  hiiildinjrs  on  its  hanks,  are  of  Moorish  construction,  or  at 
least  ui  tile  Aliiorish  stvle,  and  resembie  tliose  which  yoti  have  seen 
in  Mr.  Da1ue^'^  or  Mr.  SaU's  views  on  the  hanks  of  the  Ganj^s. 
Tlie  principal  inducement  to  visit  St  Hieronymo  is  the  fine  prospect 
frtim  the  top  of  the  building,  from  which  the  oaaie  of  the  coaveut 
has  reoeived  the  adjunct  of  buena  vista. 

.•Tin  ckamMB  of  the  atmosphere  enabled  ua  to  aee  objects  at  a 
gmtt^^Blaao^  witli  a  4iatimtaeaa  thM  wpifiaed  w.  The  city  of 
CaimoiM}  «K.  leagaety  or  twenty-lwo  aulee  distant,  appear^  qiute 
jStmti  the  noantMiw pf  Booda,  aevsiity  mileatan  m,  were  vinUe 
to  ilie  cast,  and  Sierra-Meraoa  at  aeailj  ike  same  distanoe  to  the 
Ne*tb-mt  s  tihe  intennedifile  space  naa  oovned  piincipany  ndtb  oUve- 
tiaea,  the  iwidant  appeaiapceof  which  enriched  the  aoene.  ^Ihecity 
ef  SeviUii,  widi  its  nnmefona  toiwen  and  ma^nlieenit  .buildings,  the 
Gttadalqwvir  flowing  throi^  it  into  die  valley  bdow,  the  laige 
villa^ts  and  numerous  convents  on  the  deeU>ities  of  the  hills,  and  the 
whole  hounded  hy  lotty  mountains  ut  a  distance,  presented  oae  of  the 
aiost  charm mg  landscapes  I  ever  beheld.  ' 

This  monastery  furnishes  a  good  specimen  of  iinlu  Lecture,  fspeclally 
the  cloister,  which  is  constructed  of  Done  pillars,  supporting  a  gallery, 
on  which  the  coof  is  sustained  by  pillars  of  the  Ionic  order.  In  the 
church  there  is  a  ststae  ctf  clay,  highly  valned  by  allcanncissears,  the 
work  of  Tom^ano,  a  native  of  f  lomce,  who  came  to  Seville  ini 
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lIBflO;  Ub  ddn  msOBomoM  ham  to  the  Duke  of  Avoos,  vAut  m* 
|iloyed  lam  in  makiiig  an  cnet  eofj  of  lliis  atalne :  whan  it  wat 
fimahad)      Doke  paad  falm  in  nantvedis,  and  ^  quantity  &o 

gneat,  that  two  men  were  required  to  carry  it  to  Ms  lodgings.  The 
artist  rejoiced  in  this  liberal  payment,  as  he  supposed  ir ;  but  on 
opeoing  the  bags,  and  ascertaimng  that  they  contained  copper,  and 
not  silver,  and  that  the  value  was  trifling,  he  became  furious, 
ran  to  the  palace  of  the  Duke,  and,  l>efore  his  face,  broke  the 
atatue  in  pieces.  The  hgure  being  an  image  of  our  baviour,  he  %vas 
MDCused  of  heresy,  and  oonagaed  to  the  inqoiaitkm ;  and  that  tribunal 
aaptanced  .him  to  a  severe  castigatioD,  which  the  indignant  artist 
aacaped,  by  atanring  himaelf  to  death  widun  ^  poMD*  •bainre  tli» 
period  for  executing  the  sentence  arrived. 

The  atatoe  ia  cokaaal,  and  aecvted  wilih  aneh  akift  that  .it  m 
valued  aboveevny  otiier  in  Spain,  and  aone  good  jidpi  bmnrt 
hesitated  to  dedaie  it  the  heat  in  the  wodd.  It  saitaon  one  knee, 
ynik  the  other  ibot  on  the  poond ;  the  head,  the  nrasdes,  and  the 
drapery  are  admimhly  aKocnted;  hot  it  is  placed  in  a  daik  aidia, 
wheie  it  ia  hy  no  neaae  aean  to  advaatage.  hk  one  of  the  ohapda 
4ieie  ia  a  good  piotnra  of  die  CooDeptSon  by  MoriUo,  and  some 
painting^  by  Juan  de  Valdes ;  diere  is  likewise  one  by  Varila,  r^MO* 
seating  the  Deity,  a  subject  which  ought  never  to  be  attempted. 

I  am  afraid  you  will  be  fatigued  witii  the  accounts  of  mauiisterie?, 
and  therefore  I  shall  only  describe  one  more  ;  that  of  the  Capucliins, 
who,  unhke  tlie  Caithnsians,  make  vows  of  j>erpetual  povtrtv,  and 

oonseq^oently  possess  oo  property.   I^e  building  is  extensivej  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


LETTEltS  FROM  SPAIN. 


fionlMMvbovtievcMfy  Aodu  aid  eight  or  theywcre 
atfKniiar  in  the  nbeiary  when  ne  flntevad;  Mcb  had  Us  aepagtnle 
portion,  «nd»  as  toon  n  he  had  eaten  it,  pwrtwited  hinnelf  on  the 
gintondta  i«flbmM«ie  devotion,  andllien  retiRNl  toa  «nallchapel 
adjoining,  whna  otlwr  prayer*  weie  lilently  repeated  bdiaie  an  altaiv 
aliber  which  He  retired  to  hn  oeO  to  sleep,  lliey  faafv  a  good  garden 
adjoining  the  convent,  which  supplies  the  fraternity  with  vegetables; 
whatever  ejse  they  want  is  supplied  h\  donatious  trom  the  faithful, 
«ir  by  the  alms  w  inch  arc  obtained  l)y  begging. 

This  convent  pos8e8(le^^  tlif  birLrt  st  hbrary  I  have  yet  seen,  but  the 
hooks  are  no  better  than  usuml ;  they  coosist  of  lives  of  saints, 
hiBtonea  of  camcils,  homflies,  and  sermons ;  nothing  on  science  or 
htstocy^nr  on  any  subject  that  oan  enlarge  the  nndetatuiding,  is  to  he 
liDaiid  ainoog  them ;  there  were,  indeed,  two  cases  Ifxrked,  which  we 
npein teU eoalained  innhibiliud  hoobi  bnt  the  Iriar  who  attended ns, 
■Mthwiiy  aimed  at  that  atete'cf  gwoe  wtich  pemntted  him  to  read 
awAiwoke,  «wild  give  oa'no  amiiiant  <C  their  eoatents.  Jht  ^mm 
aa^piMsaad  thn  sanwanaaiosity  againat  the  Fumii  «tteh  «w 
^unibnidy  to  ftenSL  nmeng  die  whale  body  4i(  fbe  aedeaiaelks  j  it 
h  buwevef  efideafi;,  tiwtliair  aamiOiily  ariste  <aame  ftein  the  dread 
iMt  thrir#m>mad<io>s  yartieBB  dhonld  lie  aholiehed,  and  thev  orders 
disserved,  -tlnn-frsniany  attachment  they  feel  to  the         of  Kbert>'; 
whatever  turn,  however,       ;\ffUirs  of  the  peninsula  may  take,  I  have 
•DO  il(>ul)t  that  tht'ir  (Inoni  u  iU  --peedily  be  sealctl,  for  tiiev  cannot  dis- 
cover o  rentt  r  animosity  Umaid-H  the  French,  than  all  virtuoos  and 
patriotic  Spaniards  feel  towards  the  inhabitants  of  these  ree^^tiicies  of 
idleness,  ignorance,  and  hypocrisy. 
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The  duurdi  of  the  CSapuduns  oontuns  Sonne  very  good  paindngB, 
and  more  by  MnriUo  than  are  to  be  fiHuid  in  any  oth^  church  in 
Sevilk;  but  as  die  sol^ects  are  nmnteresting  to  aPtotestant,  I  did 
not  pay  mudi  attentioi^ .  t9  dmp.  ^^b»ran  has  also  oontribnted 
greatly  to  the  ornament  <^  this  cbnrch,  more  espM»aI]y  by  a  acnes  of 
paintiiigd  representing  the  life  of  St.  Jt>b(jph  and  the  Vlrgio. 

The  Hospital  de  la  Saiigre  is  near  the  convent  of  the  Capuchins ; 
it  is  one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  tlie  architecttire  of  the  sixteenth 
century;  but,  instead  of  being  used  for  its  original  purpose  the 
reception  of  the  side,  it  is  now  appropriated  to  the  army,  and  used 
for  barracks.  We  were  delighted  with  viewing  the  exterior,  jfiat  had 
no  inclination  to  endure  the  disgust  which  We  were  asnuM  tlierfilth  of 
the  inteiior  Would  produ<Se,      !     •  '  -  '  ' 
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LETTER  XX. 
AUivAL  or  LORD  wiLUNoroH  —  i4Mn  powcB  —  muMMx  ANnftumu 

HOItS  IN  THX  COWSMT  OF  CT.  UAMDftO      COtmtMAtlOM  WITH  THBM 

tamuM,  NoV.  1809. 

If  I  did  not  fear  tiring  you  with  accounts  of  religious  rites, 
and  religious  processions,  I  might  perhaps  describe  two  ceremonies 
which  have  been  celebmted  here  durinc;'  the  last  davs  of  October; 
which  were  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  draw  the  Cardinal 
Bourbon  from  S«nta  Maria  to  this  city,  to  assist  in  their  celebration. 
The  whole  was  really  so  contemptible,  tiMt  excepting  the  Coop 
d'Oeil  of  the  illuminated  <»thedral,  nothing  was  worth  wedag  nor 
describing.  The  airival  o£  Lord  WcJliogton  ms  to  me  an  event  of 
ameh  greater  interest :  he  was  received  in  Seville  vndi  that  waimth 
of  ^tpioBse  which  his  conduct  tndy  merits;  an  appknse  that  was 
felt  hy  his  cowntiymen  as  a  tribnte  paid  to  England  tfarmig^  one  of 
the  first  of  its  military  heroes.  1hesahari»ofTrianay  through  which 
his  Lordship  passed,  the  bridge,  the  Afauneyda,  and  Puerto  Xeres, 
were  croudod  with  people,  whose  acclamations  were  answered  by 
salutes  of  cannon  from  the  batterieS|  and  by  feux  de  joie  irom  the 
troops  of  the  garrison. 
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As  wc  waited  at  Santi  Ponce  some  time  before  the  arrival  of  his 
Lordship,  we  spent  it  in  seeing  the  monuments  of  Romaa  autiquity 
at  the  anticnt  Italica ;  for  this  is  probably  the  spot  on  which  the 
city  celebrated  as  the  birth-place  of  the  Emperor  Trajan  stood.  The 
renuuns  of  Roman  magnificeooe  atili  visible,  prove  that  it  was  a 
place  of  eonsiderable  importance.  The  amphitheatre  is  ia  loins; 
but  suffident  still  exists  to  enable  us  to  ascertain  its  dimensions,  and 
judge,  of  its  original  constnictioii.  The  tomvh^uaa  is  formed  of  So- 
inan  brtek,  which  etill  contiBues  peffect  The  benches,  v^ieh.sce 
of  etooe,  consist  of  ten  tows,  placed  o«(  over  the  other :  ihaj  ave 
quite  entire  in  man^r  parts,  -mdii  a  sturcase  in  the  middle  of  esdb 
tier  of  seats.  Tliey  are  biuU  on  arches,  and  the  passages  fyt  adqut* 
ting  the  spectators  and  citubitan,  on  one  side,  are  in  good  presem- 
tionl  I  calculated  that  it  would  oooyeniently  oontnn  shout  tea  thou- 
sand spectators.  It  has  suffered  more  from  the  effects  of  an  earth- 
tjuake  than  from  the  lapse  of  time  :  the  part,  however,  still  left  is  so 
perfect,  tliat  we  may  form  as  good  an  idea  of  its  original  state,  a<*  if 
no  such  devastation  had  befallen  it.  The  niins  of  this  antient  city 
arc  scattered  over  the  fields  near  the  amphitheatre,  and  coins  and 
inscriptions  are  found  in  abundance.  A  beautiful  tesselated  pave* 
ment  has  been  discovered  in  this  place :  the  figures  upon  it  rqpfDScnt 
the  Moses  and  the  signs  of  the  Zodiac :  the  outlines  of  the  fignrea 
are  -very  correct,  and  the  oolotirs  quite  fresh  and  brilliant. 

From  the  m^pection  of  Roman  antiquities  we  adgonnied  to  the 
convent  St  Hiefonjpmo,  wliere,  being  joined  by  General  Doyle 
and  Giptun  Sydenham,  the  hoqitaUe  prior  piovided  a  libend  rs* 
freihment,  and  some  of  the  best  wines  the  mooMtaiy  aSaided.  In 
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the  church  of  tlie  monastery  there  are  some  fine  statues  of  their  patron 
St.  Hicronymo,  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  of  St.  John  the  Evan* 
gelist,  by  Martinez,  a  sculptor  of  great  celebrity,  who  executed 
matiy  highly  valued  wotkft,  in  this  city  and  its  vicinity,  about  the 
year  1640.  After  «ar  ntlata.  iirom  Santi  Ponce  the  Marquis  Wel- 
leafey  g^vb  an  entertaimiient  to  trhieh  most  of  the  Bngfish  ja 
Seville  were  nrnnra. 

In  ^  ctmyeDir  of  Si  Leandro  thei«  ate  two  English  mtns,  ti. 
Whutt  t  have  psild  Mveiel  vSsite.  In  a  simll  apartment  widihi 
f h6  4|iiadittiigb  of  ihe  conveikt,  t  Hwe  permitted  to  convene  nntk 
^eih  Hirmigh  a  grate  iti  one  of  the  adjoining  rooms.  Ilie  flist  who 
entered  was  an  elderly  lady,  of  A  cOittmanding  figure  ;  she  was  at- 
tended by  A  beautiful  gii  l,  about  ^IxtLcn,  who  I  found  was  a  pen- 
sioher  in  the  house.  The  dress  of  the  nun  was  entiicly  blat  k,  with 
a  ^bit6  Veil,  and  she  ajipeared  to  be  nearly  bixty.  Siie  informed  me 
that  she  was  a  native  of  London,  and  recollected  that  about  the  time 
h\it  \c(i  it  a  bew  btid^,  probably  BlaekfHars,  was  building.  Aftef 
A  ^OVt  tim«  the  other  Ktiglish  tluti  «ntefed  the  edi :  she  appeared 
Siboot  tldrty^  and  was  dtestedl  In  a  aimSW  intoiier.  Both  ladies 
spoke  Sngliah  toleiahly  well,  bitt  weie  ooeasIo&aHy  at  a  Iota  for  par- 
tietilbt"Atfd«.  Die  iiovdty  of  the  sittifctSon,  atid  the  good  manners 
of  tfatt  el^  Wy,  tb  Ay  lii>^ng  of  the  beauty  of  the  younger  one, 
created  an  Intetfesst  tvltichy  peflmp^,  neither  their  eoDversatSon  no^ 
understanding  wdtild  heve  odiienrise  produeed.  Hicy  appeared 
pleased  *to  se^  ^Ir  eoantrymcn,  but  lememhered  very  fittfe  ct  ^ 
country  wliich  gave  tlkett  bitth.'  IPhe  elder  lady^e  name  k  Sftuineres ; 
and  slic  said  tin:  gallant  admiral  of  that  name  was  her  rehition,  but 
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she  did  not  know  in  what  degree.  The  younger,  Mary  Rldgeway, 
had  no  recollection  oi  uiiy  relations  or  friends  in  £ngUuad,  having 
resided  iu  this  city  «ver  since  she  was  six  years  old. 

The  ladies  expressed  the  usual  hatred  to  Buonaparte.  They  asked 
if  it  was  true,  that  he  was  in  bad  health.  I  xeplkd,  I  believed  he 
was  well ;  but  that  I  wished  he  was  in  heaven.  The  ddest  nim 
■hook  hat  head,  and  piously  said,  she  believed  he  would  never  go 
ihere.  I  intimated  that  he  m^t  reoeave  the  gface  of  vqieiiluiiGe : 
ehe  thought  St  too  much  to  hope  for,  after  the  evfl  he  had  done  to 
Beligion.  We  kamt  diat  there  jrere  tbirty-dx  in  die  hoote,  who 
had  taken  the  veO,  besidea  boarden  and  aervanta,  amoantmg  in  dfta 
whole  to  about  one  hoadted  fanalea.  Hieir  employmenta  are  nee* 
die  work,  making  artificial  flowers,  praying,  and  inatnidiBg  young 
women  sent  there  as  pensioners,  of  whom  the  eldest  of  the  English 
nuns  had  six  under  iitr  care.  As  the  allowance  of  the  convent  is 
inconsiderable,  I  understood  a  pccuniaiy  gift  would  not  he  deemed 
an  affront,  and  it  was  conveyed  to  them  by  means  of  a  turning  cup- 
board, placed  ill  tlic  double-jrrnted  window.  No  one,  except  a  physi- 
cian, can  liave  admission  within  the  house,  nor  can  any  one  convene 
with  the  ladies  otherwise  than  through  the  gratea.  The  aame  regu- 
lations prevail  in  all  other  convents  of  niina ;  and  I  anapeet  the  tale* 
we  have  heard  of  intriguea  in  anch  plaoea  are  mere  fictkma. 

I  have  since  learnt  dae  hiatary  of  the  yonngar  xeduae  firam  aoine 
cf  the  lamiliea  who  hai«  patnmiaed  bar.  Her  fiitber  waa  a  mcvcbant 
in  London,  and  bavbg  been  nnfortiuiate  in  coounerea,  embaiked 
with  hia  wife  and  tbia  only  <^ikl  fiir  the  bt  In^  Ibe  abip  in 
which  they  sailed  waa  one  of  that  huge  fleet  which,  towaida  the  okiaa 
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of  the  American  war,  was  capt'sred  ))y  the  cfiinhnied  lieeis  ot  France 
azul  Spain.  They  were  carried  into  Cadiz,  and  theuce  removed  to 
this  city,  where  the  fathor  was  detained  a  prisoner,  on  his  parole, 
wad  died  shortly  after  his  arrlvah  Hie  muthcr  maintained  herself 
naiA  her  orphan  danghter  for  a  short  period,  when  she  lidUowed  her 
husband  to  the  gmve. 

The  piety  of  the  good  Catholics  iras  exerted  to  save  this  offiipring 
of  here^  from  evefludng  petditioa ;  and  a  snbscitption  was  set  on 
foot  to  defray  the  cbcpenee  of  pkang  her  in  a  convent.  Being  young, 
and  perhaps  slightly  instructed  in  the  principles  of  her  own  Rdigion, 
she  became  a  oonveit  to  lhat  of  her  heneftctors,  and  had  her  mind  so 
strongly  impressed,  even  with  its  fanatidsm,  titat  when  she  visited, 
during  the  recess,  the  only  Protestant  family  in  the  city,  she  felt 
unhappy  at  her  removal  from  those  scenes,  and  tliosu  associates, 
which  her  enthusiastic  imagination  represeiite<l  as  essential  to  her 
future  fehcity.  Siie  enjoyed  none  of  the  amusenieuti*  of  iier  youth- 
ful companions ;  and  though  offisrod  a  sabostence  by  the  worthy 
hnulj  in  which  she  passed  her  vacations,  she  m^wd  to  return  to 
ihn  caaweat,  that  she  might  give  full  vent  to  her  pious  feel- 
ings by  prayer  and  meditatidn.  Ai%er  tim  due  probation,  she  took 
the  vows  and  the  veil ;  and  vow  perh^,  when  die  ardour  of  yovdi- 
fnl  enthusiasm  has  abated,  can  only  feel  teoondled  to  her  lot  by  know 
ing  it  to  be  inevitable. 

I  have  reason  to  think,  that  of  those  who  beeome  nuns,  much 
llw  laiger  proportion  enter  die  state  from  feelings  of  enthusiasm, 
nfther  than  from  the  compulsion  of  thor  relatives ;  though  it  is 
esteemed  very  honourable  to  a  femily  to  have  one  of  the  females  de- 
dicated to  Religion. 
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Bj  the  law  ot  dus  ooaotry,  a  female  b  pennttted  to  marry  • 

Pirotestant  husband,  but  a  man  is  not  allowed  to  marry  a  Protestant 
wife.  An  English  gentlemai),  a  Protestant,  was  in  love  with  a  beau- 
titui  vouug  lady  in  this  city  ;  ahe  returned  his  attachment,  and  there 
was  no  obstacle  to  their  union  hut  the  prejudices  of  some  aged  female 
relatives,  whose  fortune  the  youii^  lady  expected  to  inherit ;  they 
feared  that  if  any  of  the.  offspring  of  this  marriage  should  feel  an* 
dined  to  devote  tbemselvcs  to  God,  the  heresy  of  the  father  might 
be  a  bar  to  their  reception  in  a  convent  TVifling  as  this  difficulty 
may  appear  to  na,  it  was  an  obatacte  not  txi  be  ■wnoanted;  and  the 
omuHmt  of  the  fiunfly  waa  only  obtained  by  Ae  gentieinanV  gd* 
lantly  Morifieing  Ua.Tdigion  to  lua  love.  He  became  a  Catholic  and 
a  husband ;  and  hta  daughters  may  heraafter  be  indulged  in  die  pii> 
vilega  «f  dfdSfating  thoaaelica  to  a  Uia  of  oaUboiey  and  devodon. 
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TBRTX'LLA  OF  COUNTESS  VlLLAAIANRiaUE  —  MATTER030  — ARGI '  r  r  I  K s  —  STATE 

or  MANNERS —  MARCHIONESS  CALZADO  S  PARTY  SOCISTY  OF  AMGUIdO 

rxOHS  CfiPXRO—*  CAFMAMY  —  FAI>B£  BIiANCO. 

nVILLE,  NOV.  1809. 

I  HAVE  been  so  much  pleased  with  the  agreeable  round  of 
MqttBintantie  to  whkk  I  hxn  been  introduced  by  my  fiiend  GeiMnl 
Vinnes  and  his  amiable  ladyj  that  I  tbiok  it  will  aJfiird  yoa  aoma 
entertaimDant,  if  I  devote  the  ibllowii^  ktter  to  tbe  deacription  of 
aocietiea  fnm  which  I  have  dm¥ed  eonsidenbk  pkasiue,  and  mudi 
inngbt  into  the  genenl  state  of  the  higher  <mUaa  of  the  anummiity 
in  Spain. 

Hie  Tnrtidta  of  the  Comiteie  VHIamanriqae  is  the  most  eroaded 

of  any  in  Seville,  and  is  more  fTec|uentccl,  by  the  English,  than  any 
other.  It  is  in  fact,  a  gaming  house,  Avhcrc  a  bank  is  kept  by  the 
old  lady,  in  jwirtncrship  with  the  Marquis  Ensenada,  and  consider- 
able sums  are  won  and  lost  at  it  daily.  The  male  visitors  consist 
chiefly  of  officers  of  the  army,  who  might  be  infinitely  better  em- 
ployed with  the  troops  in  La  Mancha,  than  in  the  dissipation  of 
this  capital.  Neither  moMC  nor  dancing  b  allowed  at  their  meet- 
ings: but  there  are  some  intelligent  persons  genemUy  in  company, 
who  never  enter  into  the  apicit  of  i3a»  play  taUe,  and  enjoy  conver- 
sation in  another  apartment 
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At  dus  MMmbly  I  frBqoeoAljr  neet  Count  MntafMO^  who 
ipirited^  em1iBiM>  in  an  open  lK»t»  at  Gijhm  to  ooavcj  to  fio^^ 
ihe  fint  intelligenoe  of  the  icvofaition  in  the  Attanat.  Hi*  friend^ 
AigiuQea,  genoaUy  alao  makes  one  of  die  oompnj  in  the  evening; 
and  by  his  good  aenee»  and  anmUe  manneia,  adds  greatly  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  party.  Aigoillea  is  of  a  Teiy  antient  ftmily  in 
Oviedo  :  he  haa  seen  and  studied  manUnd  in  TEunooB  ooontries,  and 
made  accurate  obaervaiions  on  their  customs,  laws^  and  manners. 
He  passed  some  time  in  England,  where  he  increased  his  love  of 
freedom,  and  his  detestation  of  the  intolerance,  superstition,  and 
tyranny,  of  the  old  government  of  Spain  ;  and  justly  complains, 
that  the  Junta  have  hitherto  attempted  nothing  to  remedy  the  ex- 
isting evils. 

His  hatred  of  the  French  lias  been  increased  by  their  cmel 
tfeatment  of  lus  family:  ai^  by  hia  manly  spirit  and  oompre* 
hcoeive  mind,  he  is  iratt  caleolated  to  serve  tlie  best  interesia  of  his 
coontry.  like  all  the  ablest  men  in  Spain,  ha  ja  amnoaa  far  die 
convocation  of  the  Cartes,  and  is  now  ''^'Hp**"g  without  sahiy,  a* 
seoefary  to  a  committee^  appointed  §ot  the  pnipoae  of  icgahti]^ 
die  nmnber  of  depnlMs,  the  places  fiou  vriiidi  they  an  to  be  sent* 
die  mode  of  decdon,  and  die  fotmalitiea  to  be  obeerved  in  diat  ex* 
pected  aeeembly  of  the  Spanish  nation.  The  researches  of  the  com' 
mittee  into  the  antient  records  have  btea  very  diligent;  and,  in  ad- 
didon  to  the  precedents  collected,  they  have  invited,  to  tlit-  invtsti- 
gation  of  the  subject,  many  of  tlie  most  Intelligent  public  botlics  in 
the  kingdom.  With  all  this  appearance  of  preparation,  it  is  ^i-ur- 
mlly  believ^  that  the  Junta  wiU  do  aU  in  their  power  to  pievent  the 
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Cortes  from  assembling.  They  know  that,  as  soon  as  the  convoca' 
ftion  takes  place,  their  power  will  be  annihilated  j  and  diey  feel  un* 
tnUing  to  letun  to  that  obsciin^  firom  which  nature  never  designed 
then  to  cunotgi' 

I  most  do  j»tioe»  however,  to  some  Sodividnak  of  this  bodj,  idbo 
ace  knowB  to  he  very  sboere  in  thehr  endoitoors  to  SMembk  the 
representativn  of  the  oatioii.  Jomllaiios  is  one  of  this  miinber, 
and  I  bdieve  Don  Marda  Garaj,  who  ^ve  as  a  toast,  whm  we 
were  dining  at  Loid  Wdlesley s  on  the  annivenarjr  of  the  King's 
aocesaioD,  a  speedy  assemUing  of  the  Cortes  of  Sjpain/'  As  Don 
Martin  appears  a  man  of  Uttle  finesse,  I  believe  that  he  was 
in  the  sentiment,  and  not  merely  flattering  his  noble  host,  who  is 
known  to  have  urged  the  measure  very  strongly. 

The  ladies  at  the  liouse  of  the  Countess  seldom  engage  at  the 
card  table,  but  fonu  small  parties  for  coiivcrsLitlon  :  and  do  not  ap- 
pear to  be  at  all  discomposed  by  the  tobacco  smoke  pufied  in  their 
6ees  fiom  the  segars  of  iha  men.  There  ia  a  coarseness  of  manners 
Maong  the  higher  ranks  very  visible  in  these  parties,  and  language 
sonetunes  passes  which  in  other  coontries  would  lead  to  serions  oon- 
seqoeBceit  Toeall  a  mui  a  liar,  or  even  to  take  him  by  the  nose, 
wo«ld  not  here  praduoe  a  dud/ nor  periiape  be  thon^t  of  die  next 
day  i  >jhe  point  of  bodOOT  is  aiot  ^rfwefved,  and-  then  is  in  oonse- 
qaenee  none  c£  that  ddicate  seniilnlity  which  characterises  gen« 
dsmen  in  Bi^and.  Afaelnctedly  eonsidoed,  die  appeal  to  sii^le 
combat  cannot  he  justified;  but  when  all  the  drciunsiances  of  sode^ 
are  considered,  it  is  piobahiethat  more  benefit  than  evil  may  have 
arisen  from  the  practice.   We  owe  to  it  in  England  much  of  that 
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gentlemanly  feeling  which  neither  gives,  nor  will  receive  an  insult, 
■od  that  regulution  of  the  passions  and  temper  which,  next  to  intel- 
lect, ie  the  beet  charm  of  good  eociety.  1  canDot  also  but  think,  that 
the  piactice  of  doeliing  has  bad  a  tendaney  to  pfeveat  aeeassiiiatioo, 
by  putting  even  ilia  horrid  paNioB  of  raveoge  wdar  the  legvlatioii  of 
the  laws  of  honour. 

C^neral  Viroes  faae  introdnoed  ma  to  die  boose  <»f  theMarduoiMae 
Gdrado,  where  tbe  play  is  Ibr  smaller  earns,  and  where  the  coin* 
pany  are  t^tified  ^th  mtisic  and  patriotic  song*.  Tim  lady  is  the 
(Jiiu>;liter  of  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa,  one  of  those  Spaniards  who  were 
occupied,  jointly  with  some  French  mathematicians,  in  measuring  a 
degree  of  longitude  at  the  equator,  in  order  to  determine  the  fig^ure 
of  the  «irth,  in  the  years  1740,  1/41,  and  1742.  Atter  constructing 
triangles  on  the  high  mountains  of  Peru,  the  party  separated,  mutt^ 
ally  disgusted;  Condamine  returned  to  Europe,  by  descending  the 
river  Amazon,  which  crosses  the  whole  continent  of  South  America; 
while  UUoa  passed  throm^  Peru  and  Chili.  He  baa  given  the 
world,  in  the  aooount  of  diat  voyage,  and  in  hb  *'  netioias  Ameri- 
eanas,"  move  inlbnnatioa  respecting  those  parts  of  the  globe,  tihan  is 
to  be  found  in  die  woriu  of  any  other  author.  Hie  Msrdiieiiess  is 
a  charming  woman,  and  is  nnivenatty  esteemed ;  her  socxefy  is  more 
select  dian  ViUamanriques ;  bat  here  too  the  man  smolie,  and 
die  only  lady  I  have  seen  indulging  in  diat  pniedee  was  at  dus 
house :  this  is  so  common  with  ■  the  men  that  it  ceases  to  be  dis- 
gusting, hut  1  cannot  reconcile  myself  to  a  segar  iu  the  mouth  of  a 
woman,  and  I  believe  it  is  a  very  uncommon  sight,  even  in  this 
country. 


Digitized  by  Google 


LETTSRS  FROM  SPAIN. 


-I  meet  at  the  Isoiise  of  Ann:;ulo,  an  advocate  of  eminence  where 
General  Virues  resides,  a  party  of  a  tlifierent  description,  chiefly 
composed  of  persons  who  have  escaped  from  Madrid  ;  and  as  those 
who  arrive  daily,  naturally  associate  with  their  former  friends,  the 
latest  information  from  that  city  is  to  be  acqoired  here.  All  who 
have  feccntly  left  that  capital  give  shocking  aocouiiis  of  the  conduct 
ni  the  V^ndi  and  the  severe  sufferii^  of  the  MadnloiOB.  The 
pobUc  pkoee  are  desertody  and  the  dnatre  and  the  l^seoe  left  to  the 
fVench  officeiB.  No  lady  ventnres  out  of  her  house,  and  few.  men, 
who  wdk  in  the  streela,  are  bold  enough  to  recognize  or  speak  to  any 
of  didracqiiaiotanoe  whom  they  may  chance  to  meet;  die  homes 
of  the  nobihty  are  stripped  of  the  plate ;  and  the  furniture,  from  the 
want  of  purcliascrs,  is  consumed  for  firing,  or  is  wantonly  destroyed. 
Tn»e  tradesmen  are  starving,  and  tiie  clers;^.'  turned  out  to  beg  where  ^ 
no  one  has  any  thing  to  bestow.  A  geatkman  whom  I  met  in  tiiie 
house  had  recently  escaped  from  Madrid  ;  he  held  an  employment  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and,  when  the  French  entered 
Medridj  was  eompeUed  to  execute  its  duties  for  the  nsorper.  He 
•aye»  that  the  deepest  revenge  is  the  marked  tsxpnman  of  evcty 
ommtenatioe  in  Madrid;  that  the  inhabitants  have  secieted  arms; 
that  private  ngaals  of  oonspincy  exist  |  and  diat,  at  some 
fntare  period,  a  second  Sicilian  vespen  wiU  be  perpetmted.  At 
Ae  house  of  Angolo,  cards  are  never  introduced ;  the  young  ladies  * 
are  muncal;  one  of  them  plays  adnnraUy  on  ibe  viofin,  an  lustru- 
mmt  not  common  for  laiUes,  and  the  oUiers  on.  the  piano  finte : 
petriotio  songs  are  sung  in  chorus,  end  sometimes  the  fiindango  is 
danced  i  which  amusements,  mingled  with  agreeable  ooimnaftlo% 
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mxA  mooo^ii^  wdks  in  b  delightful  garden,  vender  die  evMuage  m 
due  aoAety  the  pkaaanteet  in  Sev31«. 

We  have  some  odier  agreeable  eodelies  in  Ifaie  city,  xthaxAi  are 
rendered  particularly  so  by  the  ease  that  prevails  after  die  first  intro- 
duction :  but  the  only  society  of  a  hterary  kind  is  at  the  house  of  a 
priest  in  the  cathedral.  Padre  Cepero  is  a  clergy  man  of  the  Sagrario, 
a  vLTy  spirited,  liberal,  and  intelligent  man  ;  though  a  zealous 
Catholic  \iv  is  not  intolerant,  and  despises  much  o  f  the  mummery 
which  is  practised  by  his  profession  :  his  attention  has  not  been 
turned  to  divinity  beyond  his  own  church,  of  the  infallibility  of 
which  he  never  doubts,  but  he  has  studied  history  and  poUticel 
ecoaomy,  and  has  cultivated  a  taste  for  the  fine  arts :  he  is  a  most 
detennined  patriot,  and  his  house  is  the  evening  resort  of  some  of 

most  intelligent  men  in  SeviQe. 

Ihave  metCkpniany  hwefiwfnenily,  who  is  a  writer  on  poliiieal 
saljects,  and  has  published  some  learned  and  MDubfe  woclu  on  several 
ulijects  of  oommewisl  history,  and  onnniitery  and  poiBticat  eoaaon^. 
like  all  dieoredc  statesmen,  many  of  lus  prapoesls  tot  iht  amelkifft* 
lion  of  his  country  are  better  on  paper  than  they  would  prore  in 
practice;  bat  he  is  a  sensible  and  amiable  man. 

Bdfe  Blanco,  so  well  known  throu^ioat  Spun  as  the  sntfaor  of 
the  patriotico  seminsno,  firequently  joins  due  dida.  If  tiiere  be  a 
priest  withoat  Ugotry,  a  philoM^faer  widwnt  vanity,  or  a  politician 
without  prejudice,  Padre  Blanco  is  that  man :  whenever  he  is  of  tfie 
party,  he  enlightens  it  by  his  knowledge,  and  animates  it  by  his 
patriotism.    Several  oUier  men  of  good  taieuts  resort  hither,  and  it 

V 


Digitized  by  Google 


14« 


LETTERS  FBOM  SPAIN. 


ii  by  lar  the moct  iotellectiial  of  all  ^  Tcrtalliaia  Seville.  If  ai^ 
of  my  fbnner  xemurks  on  tho  Cxtholic  CbiBeh  have  i^peaied  wkwm,. 
I  hope  you  irill  allow  thai  at  least  I  ca»  do  Jvidoe  to  dioee  of  ita 
clergy  who  merit  pntisew 
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LETTKK  XXU. 

AGRICULTURE  —  ESPARTO  —  PITA  —  OPUNTlA  — ■  PAI.MITOS  —  OLIVES  —  Oil. 
MANUFACTORIES— •WUifiS'^WaSAT  — MODS  OF  IRaifiAllON U«UOUCB 
POTATOES. 

sBmxii  woir.  1809. 

As  I  intend  making  a  few  observadoDS  on  the  agriculture  of  tiiis 
part  of  Spain,  I  shall  bejg^n  with  noticing  some  vegetable  productions, 
which  are  unknown  mdi  ns,  bnt  which  in  this  countiy  gnady  con- 
tribute  to  die  comfort  and  oonimuenoe  of  lifie.  One  pknt  celled 
BqioTto,  liie  ^aaish  bvoom  (or  tgnrtHim  Jmeeum  of  Linmene), 
growB  wild  on  the  plain,  and  u  made  into  a  vanetj  of  aitielee  far 
oonnnon  nee :  it  ie  emplojed  Ibr  maiyng  ropee  and  cebles,  and  ia 
partiicalaily  cwlrailatod  fcr  the  latter  pnipbee,  as  it  ewima  on  th« 
water,  and  the  cahke  foimed  of  it  are  ooneeqnendy  not  eo  liable  to 
xab  apunet  the  focke  as  ihoee  wludi  are  made  of  hemp.  It  is  also 
woven  into  floorHcMha  and  carpets,  with  wA&dk  die  cold  stone,  or 
hridc  floors  of  die  houses  in  this  place  are  covered  during;  the  winter. 
Saskets  for  ull  cummon  purjio^i  s  are  made  of  it,  and  panniers  for  the 
conveyance  of  different  produce  to  market,  or  for  the  carrying  of 
manure  to  the  fields. 

In  fact,  there  are  upu-ard-n  of  forty  different  articles  made  from 
this  sttbetance,  which,  as  it  demands  no  cnldvatioo,  is  very  dieap^ 
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and  it  feq^ires  bat  little  kbonr  to  oonvert  it  to  uaefbl  puipoBes* 
FBny  mcntioiM  tins  production  aa  appfied  in  his  time  to  vanmn  uses, 
for  whkli  in  Aa  present  day  mibatanoeB  better  adapted  are  employed. 
It  was  at  diat  iSnie  need  by  the  poor  iut  faeda,  by  thb  ebephaids  Ibr 
garaietttB,  and  by  the  fiahermen  Ibr  neti ;  but  hemp  and  ilax  have 
now  anpeneded  its  nae  in  die  mannlhctare  cf  those  articles.  An 
attempt  waa  made  latdy  to  ipin  and  weave  it  into  doth,  and  at  &8t 
it  promANd  iwsoesi,  but  wb»  afterwarda  found  ill  adapted  fmr  that 
purpose ;  and  notwithstan^ng  encouragement  waa  given  by  guvem- 
ment,  the  whole  scheme  was  relinquished. 

Another  plant  of  great  importance  ni  the  husbaiidi  y  i<t  Spain  is 
the  Aloe,  called  here  Pita,  which  makes  excellent  fences  at  a  very 
triHiii<;-  expence ;  the  sharpness  of  the  leaves  renders  these  hcdg^ 
impenetrable  J  ami  it  is  onlv  m  r^essary  to  stick  the  point  of  the  leaves 
in  the  ground,  when,  witliout  iarther  care,  they  imII  soon  grow  up, 
and  aflford  secure  protection  ;  endeavours  have  also  been  made  to  con- 
vert  the  aloe  into  clutli,  but  the  fibres  being  tliick  and  twisted,  the 
attempts  have  not  succeeded.  In  some  parts,  however,  where  Esparto 
ia  scarce,  it  is  used  for  ropes.  Bowles,  the  best  Spanish  writer  on 
natural  history,  says,  "  As  it  is  well  known  that  all  those  plants 
which  cmitain  a  quantity  of  tastekse  mncUage,  produce  by  ietment* 
alion  strong  liquors;  and  aa  no  vegetable  prodncea  a  greater  quanti^ 
ef  that  mucilage  than  'the  pita»  it  mi^t  be  made  into  brandy,  if 
wine  w«»  not  so  pkntifid  in  Spun  as  to  render  sndk  a  process 


Hm  opuntia,  or  tnna^  ia  likewise  a  plant  veiy  common  in  all  Una 
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ptrt  of  Spain ;  and  though  a  native  of  America,  it  grows  without 
enUiTOtioa  «ven  in  the  clefts  of  rocka,  where  there  is  little  or  no  aoiL 
Its  flowvr  rewnUes  in  dui|ie  tlie  cmwtiony  but  has  mflie.JeatM  of 
m  deap  lad  caloar.  Hie  fruit  whidi  sucoeeda  tfaa  flowar  ia  not  vnI3w 
^  eonmon  fig :  it  is  ooTered  a  thnmy  baik,  bat  when  this  ia  le- 
aMnrad  the  interioi  is  lonnd  to  poaaesa  a  good  Ihmwir,  aid  in  hot 
weather  ia  very  cooling.  It  waa  aoddentally  obaefved  tfiat  aona* 
pig^>  belongii^  to  a  dyer,  which  ,  had  fed  upon  'die  aaeda  of  tlusr 
finite  had  iheir  bonaa  changed  to  a  ved  coloiir  j  and  an  aiepenmeiit 
afterwavda,  inatitated  by  the  Acadainy  of  Sdencaa  at  Buia,  oon- 
finned  due  hat,  which  at  fhrst  appealed  ao  exttaordinary. 

In  the  plains  near  Seville  a  very  great  quantity  of  the  palmito  (the 
chimoejops  humilu  of  Linnaeus}  is  grown;  and  as  aimobt  the 
of  Andalusia  is  supplied  from  this  neighbourhood  witli  brushes  of 
various  kinds  made  firom  this  plant,  it  may  be  considered  of  great 
importance. 

From  tiic  frequent  mention  I  have  made  of  olive  trees,  you  will 
naturally  conclude  that  the  quantity  of  the  £ruit  produced  is  raj. 
considerable  :  a  gri»t  part  w  eaten  in  the  crada  state,  or  is  preserved 
in  salted  water,  but  die  larger  portion  is  made  into  oil,  which  in 
Spain  answers  .the  pQipoae  of  butter.  The  oil  of  Spain,  however, 
is  much  less  pore  tiian  Aat  of  Fnmce  and  Italy,  thoi^  the  Mt, 
from  which  it  ia  oMide,  ia  gieatly  si^erior.  Tina  infeoriodty  aiiaes 
pnncipaUy  from  ihe  length  of  time  the  clivea  «ie  Upt,  piled  in  heaps, 
belwa  diey am gvound,  whaiMe,  in thk warn  ooimtiy,  theyfiniiNiit 
lod  bemme  in  eome  degne  poCrid. 
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The  right  of  possesun^  on  ohvc  mill  is  a  feodai  privilege  beloi^- 
lug  to  the  lords  of  particakr  manoni  mid  to  such  aiills  all  the  olive« 
grown  in  the  district,  often  a  very  extenuve  one,  are  obliged  to  ha 
4]amed.  Here  they  remain  in  heaps,  waiting  their  turn  to  be  gitmod* 
fimn  October  uid  Ntfvenber,  when  they  are  gatherad,  till  montli 
of  Januftfj,  apd  eottifltimcfl  Fefanmiyy  and  oooMqnently  baooMa 
ianeid,  to  tbagMat  detrimait  both  of  the  ookar  and  the  flaTour  of 
du  oiL  Hie  ainnes  t£  tha  «lita  piodiioa  aana  oil,  wUch  ia  cquallj 
twapawnt  witk  diat  af  die  palp^  bat  of  a  mote  aorid  Amwr ;  and 
aa  tlieianaen  are  ansiiMia  to  fiodnoa  an  hi^  a  qnantitj  aa  duy 
can,  the  two  kinds  an  mixed,  by  friudi  aMatta  ^  iriiole  beeoBMa 
tHttted. 

The  oil  IS  kefit  in  large  jars,  sink  in  dha  ponnd,  so  ae  to  pre- 
eme  iC  in  an  aqwdde  temperature,  and  prevent  ilt  aoflPeriag  from  the 

extremes  of  heat  and  cold.  The  proprietors  take,  from  the  tup  of 
each  jar,  the  ck  nest  of  the  oil  for  the  u«ic  of  the  table  :  the  residue 
is  appt  opT  iatt  d  to  dilierent  purposes,  and  is  used  by  the  poor  to  light 
tiiL'ir  Imbitatious.  Though  tin.'  rjuantity  of  oil  made  here  ia  very 
great,  a  emaU  portion  only  is  exported.  The  principal  part  of  that 
which  exceeds  the  iiaaaediate  oaneaiiiptinn  was  formerly  sent  to  the 
Omriiw^  and  other  piats  aF-  tha  noiilii  of  %sin :  but  though  the  niar 
bna  doead  iitmk  vinit  for  &is  commodity,  and  the  harvest  lias  been 
■Mt  abndant,  yetdia  pnoak  sdUtoabigktoadmitof  its  Uko^ 
aiyartBdrto&igknd. 

gto  aikfa  mada  ia'Ait  wiiJiy  ■  saiy  iacumidti'^  in  yiantty, 
and  is  of  a  bad  quality.  Tha  giaalnr  pnt  «iiMHMdai4iMa«itf  ia 
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brmight  from  Xeres,  but  some,  which  comes  from  La  Mancha,  is  a 
strong  rcd  wine,  similar  to  Valdcpenas,  and  being  brought  in  skms 
hiis  the  flavour  of  the  tar  with  which  the  seama  of  the  skios  are 
doeed. 

A  large  quantity  of  wh«at  and  barley  is  grown  in  thia  district, 
but  no  oatB.  The  wheat  Is  small  grained,  which  is  probably  Owing 
to  not  changing  the  seed  sufficiently  often.  The  barley  is  very  good, 
and  when  mixed  with  straw,  constates  almost  the  only  food  used  for 
hoxaes  and  amlee.  No  hay  is  made  in  %Ndn,  but  in  eveiy  fom-yaid 
Aere  are  hige  staeks  of  straw,  bfoken  in  Hie  opeNtioa-of  treeing 
o«t  the  gsaln,  which  at  tt  fitik  distance  ham  ^  appcaianee  cf  itm 
«dMat*nc1is  in  an  Eag^sh  ^urmci^s  harot>yiunl.  grain  is  sepn- 
mted  finom  the  diaff  and  the  straw  on  the  fisljl  whefCF  it  is  growm 
A  tfureshing-floof;  paved  with  faurge  pebbles,  fsoerras  the  com,  and  a 
number  imbioken  maievase  driven  over  it,  in  n  dnde,  fay  a  man 
standing  in  the  centre,  who  holds  a  long  rein  fastened  to  each  marc. 
The  trampling,  in  the  dry  climate  of  Spain,  is  sufficient  to  separate 
V  the  t^vain,  which  faljs  to  the  bottom,  and  to  break  the  straw  in  pieces. 

The  broken  straw  is  then  carried  to  the  farm- \ ai  d,  anil  preserved  in 
stacks  ;  and  the  grain  is  roinoved  on  the  l>ncks  of  asses,  in  a. species 
of  pajiin'er  made  of  esparto,  and  deposited  in  the  granary. 

I  wished  to  ascertain  how  many  bushels  of  wheat  formed  the 
average  crop  per  acre ;  bat  I  could  gain  no  information  upon  tins 
subject  upon  which  I  can  depend :  I  could  not  even  learn  any  thing; 
of  the  mode  of  measilling  land,  so  as  to  fbnn  any  calculation  of  its 
liwtiU^.  There  are  iwo  tnms  of  mensaiadon  em^^oyed  in  this  part 
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of  the  country,  the  fiinega  and  the  Ariinzacla  :  the  tortner  is  derived 
from  the  faiiega  (a  dry  measure,  wRich  is  e(|Uiil  to  two  of  our 
bushels),  and  which,  when  applied  to  land,  relates  to  the  quantity 
requiring  a  fanega  of  wheat  to  sow  it ;  the  other  is  applied  to  m 
much  land  as  two  oxen  are  capable  of  ploughing  in  one  day.  This 
^nmla^^  iiC.Jaiid  u  a  alriking  proof  of  its  small 

^l|ni in  diis  oDontry.  '     .;.  ■■■^ .  ;.m, 

^ ;  Omoia^jgulkcy  melons,  punffcgw,,  and  aotn^nhm,  ave'  ciilli-' 
if#9d  iw^Auye  fnantitiB^  and  fmmmi  «€::^iiioiift  ^apartaiit  «rtt« 
<|ck     hwttMi;#ibfjat<im>  Tbej'am  gKMra  in  ^udena,  in  tUe 

oi^r.chain  f«i»pib  eii^^  ^^rtical 
!kM  ov«r  a.iiA  llB#aa»n«a>  ot^mt^m^jm^  fintenad  tagedi^  by 
9ttiit  frf  ca^afto^.wlui^daMd  iiito^t^^  mai  $0.  AamvM 
by  Iht  Motian  of  tba  wba^TS  fdwy^m  'ta  dia  aaHife^^>«nd  dwn,  by 
the  same  motitm,  cnfpty  dienuelvea  info  a  trough,  hdm  irVkh.  the 
water  is  conveyed  hy  trenches  into  the  different  parts  of  the  garden 
or  field.  The  vertical  wheel  is  put  in  motion  hy  an  horizontal  one, 
which  is  turned  by  a  cow.  No  machine  can  be  more  simple,  or, 
in  a  dry  cpantry  where  the  welja  are  tax  belQ^..  the  jsuffiioe,  itum 
jbeneficial. 

Liquorice  >vb8  formerly  cultivated  here  to  a  considerable  extent, 
.biit  the  quantity  o£  late  has  been  much  diminished ;  it  requires  a 
great  deal  of  lahow  to  gather  the  root  and  extract  the  juice ;  and 
the  price  of  labour,  ooeaaiMied  by  the  demand  of  inenli>r  the  armies, 
bta  caused  aeveial  boaaaa  employed  in  the  pwpawtien  ef  due  aitide 
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to  be  Amk  vp.  The  plant  grows  in  gnat  abuidiaee  nasrSt;  Jmi 
de  Alfiuadie,  but  only  a  smaU  quantity  at  preeeiit »  uandMlxind. 
Fotatoes  aie  grown,  but  not  in  large  (quantities,  nor  «ie  they  so  good 
aa  in  England.  The  Mdi  nMrchanti,  aettied  in  Andebna,  import  lor 
ihmr  own  use,  and  that  of  tiior  fiiends,  considerable  ijnantitiea  from 
Ireland.  The  sweet  potatoe  is  ver^-  common,  as  well  as  tumipa,  car- 
rots, cabba£:;es,  and  biutcoH,  the  last  of  which  is  remarkably  good. 
Cel  ery  growa  to  an  enormous  size,  but  the  flavour  is  interior  to  that 
produced  in  our  gardens. 
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POWS — MUH->> — >ri  1,1  -  —  .\'-m:< — <Mti.i'  —  mhu)-:  ci  (  .leaning  wool  — 
FlorKS  OF  NtLlUNu  aHEtl"  —  ACCOUNT  or  THEIH  MICEATIOSIS  —  M£THOO 
or  UIAEIUO  TMEM.  ^  Ui^t  /^^iMai^l^*._^(ln  'iS  ■-■^^^  ^  . 

umu,  wov.  1809. 

The  Spanish  co\v8  are  of  an  eiraetteot^  race,  are  small  ia' 
oie,  and  of  great  betarigf ;  4kej  pMve.iiMrl^r  vnieinble  our  bcstDftr 
msfaoxe  breed  than  any  othflta  lkaro^een,  ^Wffg  ntwrijnltthr  wpy 
size,  and  nuoked  in  a  similar  manner  :  they  mm  nwiiiiitmif  11  uiiiiil  fip 
floaghtii|^-  mm)  also,  thooigli  wuAf,  -  iat  •  dmppiBg  ieMt»»  «Jbi  the 
Utttor,  vHun  gnas  M  abandaiili^  4lw]^^(Mn0^filV«nd  «t  ibnyMa- 
WD  the  meat  IB  good.  Their  milk  w  Mt  wwh  idM,  iwr 'inde^ 
ne  dicie  aay  dauiaa,  ts  the  Urilk-of  goat»aift  i^.  «iiMwoiLi,naa,  JwA 
here  «Dd  at  Gadis.  .  4 

Ihe  hones  of  Andalnmaaw  very  highly  ndnedj  ih^.^re  de^ 
eheated,  father  short  b«^ed,  and  heavy  aheut  thak^(  Ihey  ham 
generally  a  good  thoidder,  afiV  being  uiu^htrdw  jgBMlMge,  lunvva 
ma^j6ccnt  appearance.  It  is  a  general  opinion  in  Spain,  that  the 
Tiii'i-  lit'  li(>iic-.  lia-.  ((ej^^eiieruted,  and  that  the  ntimher  has  con.-itlcr- 
abi^  diiuiuisihed  ni  l;iu-  xrar-.     Jutiicye;n  imuli  [i.tias  was 

|^il|c%to  eakttlate  the  nuiabcry.ajg^  (hey  weru.th^Oi^tijaa^teci  at  about 
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eighty  tiMMMMid,  of  wUch  twen4y<^  thooiMnwl  w«n  snppoted  to  bo 
in  AndohiHa.  It  is  not  at  piweot  believod  that  ihmj  amooat  to 
two-thirds  of  that  nnmber ;  ih»  writais  upon  iShoB  nbject,  especially 
Don  Pedro  Pablo  Pomar,  attribute  this  decline  of  hottes  to  tfie  pre* 
vailing  custom  of  employing  mules ;  to  remedy  which,  a  law  was 
made,  in  the  reign  of  Philip  11.  iui  bidding  their  use  in  coaches  ;  but 
tliis  law  has  become  obsolete,  and  the  mules  not  bein^  productive 
animals,  has  a  fartlicr  tendency  to  lessen  the  number  of  horaes. 
The  scarcity  of  horses  for  the  anay  it  very  much  felt,  and  the  regi- 
ments of  dragoons  that  I  have  seen  are  most  miaembly  mounted. 
The  artillery  ia  drawn  fay  ouilea,  and  indeed  they  seem  to  be  preferred 
fiw  almost  every  poxpoee.  la  snauner,  Uie  mala*  are  fireqnendy  sham 
qmte  daae;  and  for  aonaa  loaaoD,  wliidi  I  oooM  not  leam,  dua 
opefation  ia  never  peribmed  by  the  deaeendaoli  of  eU  Chriatiaiia, 
bat  byAa  ^ttaoeiaar  g^iiea,  irfM^  thooglkeoinfortiio  IIm^ 
BefipoQ,  are  a  diadaot  daw,  and  eaaily  dialingdahad  by  their  eem* 
pleaaoandieataiaa. 

Tha  aaaea  ia  Spain  aia  very  huge,  andaia  tfaeaaesttiaeliilof  ell 
tfaflirlieaatiof  baiden.  Thay  carry  heavy  loads,  require  only  the 
coarsest  sastenanoe,  and  are  patient  and  long-lived :  they  are  more 
frequently  rode  by  females  than  either  horses  or  mules.  Tlie  ladies 
ride  on  them  sideways,  in  a  kind  of  chair,  which  is  stuft'ed  with 
pillows,  called  hamu^s  ;  nnd  as  the  step  of  this  anim«l  is  SUTBy 
the  most  timid  rider  feels  no  apprehension  of  danger. 

The  slieep  in  this  part  are  not  numenyus,  but  to  the  north  there 
aK  consideiabic  ^oAb  of  fine  woded  sheep,  whidi  do  not  migfate^ 
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and  fineir  fleeces  ere  inferior  onfy  to  thoee  of  Merinoe  or  TMm- 
BBDteB,  Spein  bee  bem  always  oelebmiled  for  die  quality  and 
elmndanoe  of  ite  wool.  Fliny  lektes,  thai  in  has  time,  Spanish  dolihs 
vren  cff  an  excellent  textime,  and  much  used  iu  Rome.  For  many 
centuries  the  raw  material  luus  been  traiigported  to  Flanders  for  the 
supply  of  tlie  Flemish  roaauiactories,  which  laid  the  foundation  of 
those  of  England. 

The  present  war  hvm  ehaDgt  d  the  course  of  the  commerce,  for  the 
Merino  wool,  from  Bilboa  to  this  city.  Much  of  this  wool  is  washed 
in  Eetiemadura,  and  faroo^t  clean  to  this  place;  bat  a  considerable 
quantity  is  brought  down  in  the  dirty  condition  in  which  it  is  shorn 
£rom  the  animal,  and  is  washed  here ;  that  washed  in  Estremadora 
i»  mofB  big^y  eateemed  than  that  which  ia  cleaned  near  thk  atj. 
The  cpemtion  it  iraty  aimple :  the  wool  ie  pheed  in  bciok  or  etone 
iroiig^  duoogh  wUdi  a  etaeaoi  ef  wann  water  conataady  inna, 
and  men  contimie  tiamnliiig  on  it  tOl  die  dnat  and  gieaae  are  en- 
diely  aepaxated,  when  it  is  spcead  abroad  on  a  paved  oonrt  to  dxy ; 
wluch  ol;|eet  is  soon  effected  in  diis  warn  cfimate.  Hie  qoandty  of 
sand  and  dnSt  ooatricted  is  so  gnat,  that,  in  the  process  of  washing, 
-  it»  weight  w  diminished  abont  dme-fifdis. 

It  is  not  supposed  that  the  incursions  of  the  French  hove  gready 
diminished  the  flocks,  as  tlie  Liicmv  liavc  hm-n  gfenerally  careful  not 
to  destroy  them.  In  many  instaiu  es  \;lv^^c  flocks  ha^vc  passed,  either  by 
pentiis>,i(iii  or  ( (iiiiuvance,  from  the  parts  occupied  by  the  French  to 
the  countries  under  tiie  Spanish  government.  There  have  been  great 
changes  and  oonfiscatioaB  of  the  flocks  j  a  t^nsiderable  part  oi 
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duMe,  Monging  to  the  ]*riiice  of  Fnee,  IiBve  be«n  ci^ttnndr  and 
8oM  by  the  Junta,  and  some  of  the  Duke  de  Infiutedo,  whow 

iiock^  pruduce  die  linest  fleeces,  have  in  like  muner  been  eeieed  by 

the  French. 

Tht  se  Hocks  produce  but  little  benefit  to  the  proprietors  ;  the 
wool  In  iii^  »oid  so  low  as  SIX  pence  or  citrht  pence  per  pound  :  the 
aroba,  of  twenty-five  pounds  weight,  is  reduced  to  ten  pounds  by 
•  WBshing,  and  it  pays  a  duty  on  exportation  of  about  eight  pence  per 
pound,  which  produces  a  considerable  nvenne.  The  quantity  neoally 
exported  is  about  forty  thousand  begiy  wdghing  on  en  avenge  tw» 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each. 

The  hiatoiy  of  these  aheq»,  and  the  Uan  and  rq^ihitions  by  which 
die  Hocks  aie  governed,  ie  ao  intaresd|ig,  that  I  ehatt  give  you  an 
abetnMt  of  die  beet  eceowile  of  them  that  I  have,  been  able  to  obtaiiib 
The  Merino  flocks  tiavd  evevy  year  from  the  nofthem  moontawM 
where  they  pass  the  snmmere,  to  lk»  richer  paatinte  and  warmer 
cUnale  of  dieeondk  of  Spein,  pardeolariy  to  La  Maneha,  Eatxeiaa- 
deia,  and  Andelnaia.  Tlioie  floeke,.  oommonly  edled  traahnmaiitee* 
amonnt  in  the  whole  to  about  five  miUions  of  sheep.  Bach  flock  is 
composed  of  ten  thousand,  which  kre  under  the  guidance  of  a  superior 
tailed  the  iiiiiyorai,  a  man  skilled  in  tlic  iiiiture  ut  pastures,  and  lu 
the  diseases  and  modes  of  curing  tlie  slieep.  This  person  has  fifty 
hhcphcrds  under  his  command,  and  an  equal  number  of  dogs;  eacli 
rd  is  daily  supplied  with  two  pounds  of  bread,  and  the  same 
quautity,  though  of  a  coarser  kind,  is  allowed  to  his  dog.  The  wages  ° 
of  the  mayoral  are  commonly  one  hundred  doubloons  annually,  and 
he  ie  beaidee  pnn^ded  with  a  hone.  The  shepfaenie  aie  of .  diffisfeiit 
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duMB,  Midi  reoeivB  wage*  acooiding  to  ihm  nnk,  vttjiag  fiwnp 
inrij  to  ooe  hvadfed  and  fifty  leds  de  velloii.  The  men  m  peiw 
mitted  to  koqi  gusts,  and  an  allotted  inunber  of  aheep :  the  wool, 
however,  beoomes  the  property  of  the  master,  though  the  fleeh  of 
the  lambs,  as  well  as  the  milk,  is  the  perquirite  of  the  ineo. 

In  April  and  October,  when  they  commence  their  joumies,  each 
man  is  paid  an  additional  fatuity  of  twelve  reals.  The  greater  part 
of  these  flocks  are  in  La  Montaiia  and  Molina  de  Arragon  in  the 
summer,  and  in  Estremadura  and  X>a  Maiicha  in  the  winter.  Molina 
is  to  the  easitward  of  Kstremadtira  and  La  Mancha  ;  and  Montana  is 
to  the  north  of  those  provinces,  and  is  the  most  elevated  land  in 
Spain.  Molina  abounds  in  aromatic  plants,  but  they  are  seklom 
found  in  Montana.  When  the  flodra  arrive  at  the  country  in  which 
they  are  to  pass  the  summer,  they  are  allowed  as  much  salt  as  th^ 
will  eat,  and  the  quantity  far  the  fi««  summer  months  is  about  twn 
pottods  and  a  half  for  each  sheep.  The  roek  salt  fcaj  g^J  ts  laid 
on  flat  stones,  and  the  sheep  lick  it  as  they  pass  from  the  Ibid  to 
ilieir  pastores:  bat  when  they  feed  on  a  chalky  or  limestone  soil,  4be 
quantity  of  salt  is  either  lessened  or  withhdd :  after  Ucking  (he  sak 
they  are  usually  driven  to  an  argillaceoas  soil,  where,  having  from 
didr  previous  regimen  acqnirsd  a  sharpness  of  appetite,  th^  feed 
with  greater  eagerness.  The  mayoral  fmrn  habit  is  acqoainted  witih 
the  nuturt'  of  the  different  soils  on  which  his  flocks  are  grazed,  and 
proportions  the  allowance  of  salt  to  the  greater  or  less  (quantity  of 
calcareons  ntntter  they  contain. 

At  the  end  of  July  tlic  rams  are  placed  witlf  ihe  ewes,  in  the 
proportion  of  six  to  one  hundred,  and  as  soon  as  the -latter  are  in 
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hmh  they  are  again  separated.   Rams  m  more  faenefiqal  to  -die 

proprietors  than  ewes,  for  though  their  wool  is  not  so  fine,  they 
produce  heavkr  fleeces ;  those  of  the  rams  usually  vi  elgh  about  eight 
or  nine  pouutis,  aiul  those  of  the  ewes  not  more  than  dve;  tlie  former 
also  are  longer  lived.  In  the  middle  of  September  the  sheep  are 
marked  or  rubbed  over  witli  ochre  dissolved  in  water  ;  some  contend 
thai,  tiiis  earth,  by  being  incorporated  with  the  grease  ot*  the  wool, 
forms  a  kind  of  varnish,  which  defends  them  from  tlic  inclcmcn^ 
tf  the  weather ;  others  maintain  that  the  weight  of  the  ochre  keeps 

woeL  ahovt,  and  pMBveats  it  from  beconiog  coarse ;  otbem  again 
aay  tbat  ^Is  eardi  aeto  as  an  absocfomt,  and  receives  part  <^  the 
IMifuentkm*  wliicli,  if  it  nsmained  unchecked,  wonld  become  too 
abnidant,  and  lender  die  wool  coaae  and  hanh. 

At  die  end  of  Sqitemfaer  die  flocks  oommeiice  didr  journey  to  a 
smrifaecB  climate ;  the  loite  is  mgakted  by  immemorial  laws  and 
iMigea ;  dm  ahc^  pam  Hisniely  through  dm  pasture  lands  o£  die 
teWQships,  but  as  their  way  is  somedmes  over  oorn  fieldi^  dm 
euStinratevs  are  obliged  to  leave  a  path  about  eighty  yards  wide,  which 
the  flocks  ate  sometimes  obliged  to  pass  with  great  fatigue,  in  order 
to- arrive  beiore  night  on  open  jia^tmc  land;  their  journies  at  such 
times  are  six  or  seven  lea^ies,  l  ut  lu  otlier  times  they  seMom  exceed 
two  leagues,  whicli  l<  um  s  unie  for  feeding  as  they  pass  along.  The 
journey  from  Montana  to  Esti-emadura  is  performed  in  about  foi^ 
days,  and  the  distance  Is  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues. 

The  shepherda  lead  the  flocks  to  the  pastures  in  which  they  fed 
daring  the  preceding  winter,  and  in  which  most  of  them  were  brought 
fciA;  .andiaflhiBtheaigaflil7«f  dmammalsf  that  if  not  condnctsd 
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thither  they  would  of  tiiemsclves  discover  it,  nor  would  it  be  easy  for 
their  leaders  to  guide  them  to  more  remote  districts.  At  night  they 
arc  placed  within  inclosurts.  formed  bv  stakes  driven  into  the  ground 
with  ropes  of  esparto  passing  round  them,  which  prevent  the  sheep 
from  wandering,  while  tlie  dogs  u'atch  around  to  keep  the  wolves 
from  mole^ing  them.  The  shepherds  construct  tenqwmy  huts 
with  <^ods  and  bmnches  of  trees,  and  for  llus  purpose,  as  well  as  to 
afbrd  them  fuel,  they  are  pennitted  to  cut  one  branch  irom  each  tree 
aa  ihej  paw  along.  In  oomeqaenoe  of  tliia  pefmimon,  almott  all 
die  trees  naar  the  paatnrea  on  wfaSdi  die  Merinos  feed  are  mMm  and 
hoOow* 

Soon  after  d»  eheep  leadi  tlienr  winter  qvarteia,  die  ewee  brag 
ferdi  dieir  yoangy  and  at  diat  time  lequire  the  greateat  atlealioii: 
those  whidi  are  faaxren  are  driven  to  the  worst  pasture;  better  Ibod 
IB  selected  fbrdioee  winch  have  lamlie;  bnt  die g^eainst  attention  is 

paid  to  those  which  bring  the  nuk  latnliB  late  in  tike  eeaaoQ;  fer 

these  the  very  best  pasture  is  allotted,  in  order  that  they  may  thrive 
quickly,  and  be  ei^uall^  btiong  with  the  more  early  ones  for  their 
approaching  migration  to  their  northern  pastures.  In  the  month  of 
March  several  operations  require  the  attention  of  tlie  shepherds  ;  the 
young  rams  have  their  tails  cut  about  five  inches  from  the  root,  that 
they  may  retain  less  dirt;  they  are  then  nuurked  on  the  nose  with  a 
hot  iron :  their  horns  are  cut  that  they  may  not  injure  each  othcTj 
and  those  intended  for  leaders  of  the  flock  are  caatrated. 

In  the  month  of  April,  they  begin  their  route  towards  the  north. 
The  aheq»  become  resdess  as  the  time  approaobee,  and  mnst  bo 
nanowly  watdied»  lest  they  ahonU  eseiqpe  die  ahephefds  and  enter 
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«n  their  march  alone,  for  iastauces  liave  frequently  occurred  of  flocks 
wmdenog  from  their  guidea,  and  proceeding  several  leagues  towards 
the  north,  early  in  the  morning,  before  the  shepherds  were  awake. 
The  shearing  bc|^8  in  the  middle  of  May,  if  the  weather  be  fine; 
iat,  9B  the  fleeces  aie  piled  in  hei^  dieyaie  subjcet  to  iefnient  and 
become  roitm  if  shorn  in  hnnud  iveadwr :  as  a  paitial'ieniedy  for 
tins,  the  sheep  aie  pnvioiuly  plaeed  in  ooveied  bniUiDgs,  sufficiently 
capacsoDs  tooooAaintwenly  thonssnd.  The  akin  of  these  animals  & 
deUeate,  that  if  th^beoome  damp  or  cold  after  shearing  it  nsoally 
kills  lliem.  Shearing  eight  ewes  or  five  mms  is  considered  a  day's 
hboar  for  cadi  nmn  employed  in  dwopefadoo.  Hie  diflRmnce  arises 
as  much  from  die  greater  quantity  of  wool  on  the  rams,  as  from  their 
fierceness  and  the  difficulty  of  miikiiig  them  submit  to  tljc  operation. 

The  sheep,  to  be  shorn  in  the  course  of  one  day,  are  inclosed  in  a 
lar^  court,  whence  they  are  driven  to  the  sweating-place,  a  narrow 
lane  between  two  hedges,  where  they  are  crowded  as  close  as  possible, 
they  may  perspire  profusely,  and  thus  fay  eolitening  the  wod, 
make  it  moie  readily  yield  to  the  shears,  a  pecaatMia  moat  neceMaiy 
with'  the  mms,  because  their  wool  is  stronger  and  mom  matted 
together  dum  that  of  the  ewes.  As  soon  as  they  are  sham  they  are 
driven  to  anod&er  indosnrei  where  they  are  marked;  and  those  whidt 
firom  age  hare  lost  thdr  teedi,  are  slanted  to  be  sold  for  slanghter. 
The  healthy  ones  are  tanwd  out  to  food  if  die  weather  be  lavoumble; 
but  if  not  they  are  kept  undor  co?er  a  dmrt  time,  diat  diey  may  be 
gradually  aocnstomed  to  the  external  air. 

These  sheep  prefer  fine  grass  to  die  aromade  plants  winch  abound 
in  Arragon,  and  disliking  the  wild  thymcj  turn  it  carefully  aaidcy  wi^ 
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their  noses,  that  it  may  not  mix  T\'ith  the  grass.  The  shepherds  are 
remaikablv  obsersant  of  ever>'  approachaig  change  of  weather;  and, 
when  it  begins  to  rain  drive  them  quickly  to  covered  building ;  ia 
which  case  the  sheep,  having  no  time  to  select  their  food  as  ikiej 
pass  along,  feed  on  herbe  generally  esteemed  deksteiMNii)  aiieh  w 
hemlock,  wild  poppy,  and  other  noxious  phuits. 

Thft  shepheidi  do  not  perait  the  Mainoa  ft»  laave  tha  IbUa  tiU 
the  am  haa  eifaaled  the  dewa  df  lugbt;  nor  do  thej  allow  diein  to 
drink  finmafaRiokarpoaddlerithaahailed;  tor  tiiey  haye  feand» 
{rom  esperianee^  dnt  frfding  on  dewy  graaay  or  drintin^  ^Basdivad 
haU»  mUriakibaloaaof  Hw  wh«de  Hock.  ItkoaateiiiiM^  that 
the  wool  of  the  AndaMaii  ilieq»  ia  inferior  to  Meiinoa,  aolely 
b»»nse  they  do  not  migrate,  and  that  the  wool  of  the  Merinos 
t^ould  become  equaMy  coarse  if  they  were  to  remain  stationary  for  a 
few  grncratioiifl.  If  this  opinion  be  well  founded,  tliere  cnu  be  Uttle 
hope  of  success  in  the  attempt  lately  made  to  introduce  this  breed  in 
Sagland  :  we  have,  however,  a  sufficient  number  to  try  the  experi- 
ment, and  ascertain  the  troth,  or  iakehood  of  the  geatol  opinion  of 
^kaniaids  on  thia  «ol;)ect 
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1»ADE— LEATHER  MAKUFACTORY  —  SWORDS  —  LIaVuSLIs  — AlL4iKiT-BALL3— 
•ILK  LOOMS— SHOPS— 'B00K8SU.SRS — TAX  OF  ALCAVALA — EdCRlVAMOS. 

atyauEKt  wov.  1809. 

isity  WM  ibmierlj  veiy  conndcfsiblej 
but  owing  to  the  little  attention  paid  to  ihe  mv^tioii  of  die  river, 
and  the  aclmissiciii  of  C^uliz  to  a  participation  in  the  trade  with  the 
v^panish  settlemeatb  in  America,  it  has  considerably  diminished.  The 
Gaadalqui\-ir  is  not  navigable,  bo  hie:;h  as  Seville,  for  vessels  drawing 
more  than  ten  feet  water,  and  even  these  so  frequently  ground,  that 
Ifc  w  nocmonij  they  should  be  conttnicted  in  a  manner  to  prevent 
ihieir  receiving  injury  from  such  an  event.  Vessels  of  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden,  load  «nd  unload  about  eight  miles  be- 
itfir  tlia  city,  and  theii  of  greater  capaoty  fcnain  at  St.  Lncar,  near 
IhaUMthof  ^fiw. 

Ihe  f^adftX  flrtidbB  eapoghsd  dneot  hum  iIub  place  aie  wwA, 
^e«t  and  kid  eldaa,  li^punke,  and  a  enudl  qaantSt|r  of  oil.  Wool  is 
VMrely  an  aocSdenlel  article»  wUdi  has  takem.dus  diannei  in  oonse- 
faanoe^  ikm  war,  so  that  nsoaiily  4iere  can  be  bat  Etde  foreign 
<tade  from  this  port,  the  other  subjects  of  export  being  too  trifling  to 
'deserve  notice. 
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This  part  of  Andalusia  contains  every  raw  material  necessary  for 
their  domestic  manuiactares,  excepting  iron,  which  is  brought  from 
Bilboa  in  bars,  or  from  England  in  hoops ;  the  import  trade  is  coa- 
■eqaei^tly  limited  to  those  hixnriee  whidi  aie  wmted  only  by  the 
Ibvr.  Then  haa  elways  been  a  oonridenble  eeneon^on  of  Britiah 
mumfrctiiree,  wfakh  were  aeually  anpplied  by  the  oootraband  tndeis 
from  Portugal  i  but  unce  liie  inteicoarse  Baa  been  cpenedt  and 
British  oottona  allowed  to  be  l^^ally  enteredf  that  eonaoinptiaa  haa 
very  mxdi  mcreoaed ;  Irat  tiie  aaperior  advantages  of  the  port  of 
Cadbe,  and  ^  larger  supply  ustially  in  atnre  at  diat  place,  makea 
retail  traders  resort  thither,  and  consequently  little  is  imported  to 
Seville,  not^vithhtanding  there  arc,  aa  I  Lave  been  iufoiaied,  e\pedi> 
ents  for  evading  or  lessening  the  duties  in  this  custom-house,  which 
arc  not  permitted  at  Cadiz. 

There  are  few  manu&ctories  of  conaequence  at  Seville,  excepting 
one,  on  a  very  extensive  scale,  for  preparing  leather.  It  is  oondncted 
by  Mr.  WethereU,  an  £n|^iafaman  who  has  been  many  yaan  aettled 
in  tfaia  ci^,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Spanish  oonrt;  and  aa  lia 
poasfaaea  pecwvcianoe  and  intcgiity  in  •  vaiy  liigh  d^gveei,  he  haa 
earned  the  eatahEafaaient  to  a  very  cooaidenUe  oxtent^  and 
the  convmt  of  St  IXego  waa  (panted  Urn  hy  Hm  govetnottaat 
Ibr  the  purpoae  of  hb  manafretory.  Mr.  Wediaiell  iMiitea  the  m> 
liona  tradea  of  tanner^  ennrier>  felimonger,  aaddar,  boot»makery 
glover,  cartouche-box  and  beltomaker,  in  vUdi  biancliee  he  ooop 
stantly  employs  about  four  huadred  men.  As  he  works  for  the  army, 
he  is  allo\M  il  to  protect  forty  men,  under  forty-five  years  of  age,  from 
the  conscription ;  the  remainder  is  composed  either  of  men  above 
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age  or  of  foremen;  among  dia  hitter  ate  some  GennaiMy  and 
ieveial  FfenehmaD,  tomurds  wluNn  the  aaiouMtj  of  Spaiuaids  is 
ao  great,  that  they  are  only  kept  ftom  nolenoe  hy  workiag  in  sepa- 
rate apartments. 

•  Mr.  Wethcrell  is  a  very  liberal  and  benevolent  man,  and  pays 
hif  1  iljuufcrs  higli  wages,  which  are  spent  not  in  hcjuor,  as  with  us, 
but  hi  dress  and  finery  for  their  Sunday  and  holiday  promenade. 
Such  is  the  sobriety  of  these  people,  that  tliough  a  cask  of  rum 
stands  oraistaatliy  in  the  workshops,  to  which  all  may  apply  when 
they  please,  no  complaiots  of  exoeaa  or  drunkenness  have  ever  been 
made.  This  oianafectory  prodeoet  weekly,  eight  hundred  cured  ok- 
ludet,  and  a  proportionate  qnaiitity  of  the  skins  of  horses,  deer> 
eheep^  goata,-  lambo,  and  kid»|  aoma  of  whixdi  are  sold  in  Uie  fcxrm 
of  leadKr,  bnt  the  gicater  part  are  oonverted^  mthin  the  manufao- 
lory,  to  dka  diffncDt  artidea  for  whiidi  diey  are  oalculalad.  Imtead 
of  oak  baik  the  nmer  bark  of  the  ooik  tree  ia  need  in  tamung,  and 
la  Ibond  to  answer  the  purpoee  $  bat,  aa  it  oontuna  leas  of  the  tan* 
mne  property,  abofiat  One-third  more  of  it  ia  lequinte  to  enre  the 
leather.  It  is  auppUed  from  Fblsmonos,  a  river  between  GibraUar 
and  Malaga,  where  Hkt  price  ie  about  seventy-five  shillings  per  ton. 

Though  Mr.  Wetherell  is  known  to  be  a  Protestant,  and  the  only 
one  ill  Seville,  he  has  passed  upwards  of  twenty  years  there  without 
any  molestation  on  account  of  his  rehgion,  which  may  in  some  mea- 
sure be  ascribed  to  the  cxcelleiK^  oi  his  character,  but  which  I  think 
also  reflects  some  honour  ou  the  liberality  of  the  Spanish  people. 

At  a  period  like  the  present,  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  priD- 
dpal  olgeGts  which  engage  the  attention  of  maneftctnrers  an  ihoae 
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wUch  flic  eonneeted  With  tiie  busiiwaa  of  irar.  Lmmiy  parte  of  die 
otjr,  wailtaliops  aie  established  for  makidg  wmada,  bayooete,  mnakoi* 
balls,  and  other  implementB  of  hoattUty.  Tlw  awoKdi  an  very  dnm- 
iSlj  made,  but  well  tempered,  and  well  poised ;  tboae  for  the  cavalry 
are  longer  than  ours,  and  somewhat  heavier,  and  are  quite  straie;bt. 
There  is  no  rcgoilar  establishment  for  making  muskets  ;  but  at  one 
of  the  inanutactones  (hey  make  carbines,  pistols,  and  locks  for  re- 
pairing those  muskets  that  require  them.  Their  locks  are  of  a  dif- 
lerent  constraction  from  ours  ;  the  stroke  of  the  flint  on  the  steel  !■ 
more  forcible,  and  the  latter  beang  grooved  never  misses  fire ;  hot  m> 
much  force  must  lie  employed  to  pull  the  trigger,  that  I  am  per- 
aaaded  piece  maat  be  dmwn,  fay  die  ttnrtion,  ftoaoi  the  line  ia 
tvinch  it  te  directed  I  in  &ctf  die  AflRsniMse  between  an  Rnghah  aad 
Spanidi  lock  is  ae  great  at  that  between  a  eotunoii  lock  and  a  hair- 
trigger.  I  have  ei^eiienoed  this  dilbrenoe  myself  in  the  IbwfiDg* 
pSeees,  when  I  have  been  shooting,  ao  that  I  conU  seandj  ever  kill 
die  game.  11m  Spanish  rnnAets  ars  longer  in  dm  bainl  dian  the 
English,  bat  the  bayoiiet  is  shmler ;  and  as  the  wood  they  use  ii 
very  light,  the  whole  piece  is  not  heavier  than  ours. 

Seville  was  formerly  celebrated  for  its  manufactures  of  silk,  and 
a  considcraljlc  quantity  of  tlie  raw  materials  was  produced  in  this 
neighbourhood.  The  city  was  surrounded  with  mulberry  trees,  and 
the  worms  which  fed  on  them  are  said  to  have  employed  ten  thousand 
looms.  At  present  there  are  not  five  hundred  at  work,  and  those 
are  principally  sappHed  with  silk  from  Granada  and  Valencia.  The 
silks  diey  make  are  very  good»  and  though  not  so  beaaiifal  to  tho 
eye  as  the  £n|^iah,  am  much  more  dnmble :  diey  am  not  ao  wdl 
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woven,  nor  so  well  finished,  especially  the  satins  and  velvets,  but 
are  preferred  in  America  to  those  made  in  England,  which  have 
more  gavi  and  less  silk  in  their  composition.  Silk  stockings  are 
woven  in  sufficient  quantities  to  «oftwer  the  very  oonsideiabie  coa* 
«Unpti(Ml  of  the  place. 

Some  wooUeo  dotha^  of  an  inferior  Idnd,  are  made  in  this  place ; 
hot  firam  the  nant  of  machinery,  and  him  the  ankwaidneM  ci  lim 
men  employed  in  die  dtArmt  d^Mrtmente,  likj  am  deawr  than 
iho&t  imported  fiom  Bmi^uA,  and  not  00  good.  Tha  eaam  obecr> 
TatiiMM  apfdy  to  the  homhaawne,  dmoye,  and  cMiddctBy  of  aaoh  of 
nahadi  4fecfa  an  tmall  maprafiwlorim.  Tbuy  vukt  good  hats  of  tto 
&ift  !t9ool  of  die  Mirino  riieep»  hdt  they  have  not  jdt  kamt'to  oow 
diem  mSi  ^  down  of  thalieaTcr  or  the  eeai,  bo  that  they  have  not 
tile  soft  esitorior  of  onm,  nor  an  tii^  eo  well  dyed,  hot  diey  an 
vuxre  durahle. 

The  other  inarmfactm^s  of  this  city  arc  of  lit  lie  iinj>orlance,  and 
indeed  none  of  tliem  arc  of  svdhcient  magnitude  to  di-^^trvf  couaidera- 
tion  as  objects  of  national  wealth.  The  manufacturer's  deficiency  of 
capital  forma  the  great  impediment  to  their  advancement ;  in  conse- 
quence none  of  the  establishments  are  conducted  on  a  scale  suf- 
ficiently huge,  to  enable  them  to  adopt  the  neoemuy  divisions  and 
subdivisions  c£  Jabomr,  widumt  whadi  mi  mann&ctoiy  can  floanah; 
bendes  which,  pemnB  pomeeaing  amaU  ei^itab  an  ooostnined  to 
aell  §ar  mady  money,  and  merchanla  who  aaipoct  to  distent  oonn- 
tiiee,  must  have  noonne  for  theb  mpfjiM  to  dion  who  can  giva 
credit  Perhaps  the  fionrishiiig  export  trade  of  Xiveipool  is  man 
anddited  for  its  extcot  to  the  laige  capitsb  employed  in  the  manu- 
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tkioRtt  die  MontiM  of  lADMBter,  York,  tnd  Sliibfd,  (ihan  to  any 
uthcr  ctvcttinstence. 

The  shops  in  Seville  are  \\Tetched  in  their  appearance,  and  wry 
ill  supplied  witli  almost  every  article ;  indeed,  the  contrast  between 
thein  and  those  of  England  is  strikingly  obvious  :  however,  in  the 
shops  of  einliroiderers,  of  gold  and  silver  laoe-makera,  and  in  othecs 
for  church  ornaments,  there  is  no  scarcity.  ' 

.Hie  shope  at  whid^laas,  knives,  folks,  spoons,'  and  odier  Ger- 
man  afticles  are  sold,  are  mostly  kept  by  nadv«  Germans,  or  their 
descendinti^  who  are  distinguished  by  the  name  of  iiBohemiMM. 
Bhiy  opfwwi  witb  eMhrjo^Mr-w  ^  ha^  Duteh  hngnage,  ave  mli 
^Mlpplll^•  With  diifineiit'fliiMlei  of  <  N^imniihn^  nMnfeolan}  ndi'SM^ 
by  fiff  die  most  civil  ahopkeepen  of  SpoiD;  in  evcfy  part  of  vdudi  I 
am  told  diflj  are  to  be  fbond. 

Hie  bookeelleiB  inhabit  a  street  called  CaUe  Genova,  and  eve  ae 
badly  famiahed  as  odier  tradera.  Moat  booka  of  valae  aia  printed  in 
Abdrid ;  and,  fiom  the  present  state  of  dw  intsnxMUee  between  die 
two  capitals,  cannot  be  conveyed  hither  without  incurring  great  risk. 
The  principal  stock  consists  of  old  Iwoks  of  divinity,  lives  of 
saints,  dissertations  on  the  antiquities  of  the  country,  and  a  very  few 
bad  editions  of  the  Latin  classics.  Yoxi  will  be  surprised  to  be  in- 
formed, tiiat  in  this  city  the  only  map  of  Spain  I  could  procure  was, 
a  very  bad  one,  published  in  Loudon.  I  remarked  in  looking  over 
the  catalogues  of  the  difierent  bookaelien,  that  I  did  not  see  a  single 
book  in  the  Greek  language  j  a  pretty  convinoing  proof  that  the 
knowledge  of  it  in  this  coontiy  must  be  at  a  very  low  ebb. 

There  is  an  impedinent  to  all  conuncfoe^  to  ail  exchange  of  ne* 
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cciisarks  in  S|>aui,  ao  impolitic  aud  oppre«8ive  tlmt  it  is  »daroely 
credible;  and  the  onlv  wonder  is,  that  under  such  circunistruK  any 
commerce  should  exist  at  ail:  I  mean  tlie  tax  called  Alca\;ib,  a  duty 
of  six  j>cr  cent,  on  the  sale  of  property  e%erv  time  it  rhntit^es  owners. 
The  obvious  effect  of  such  a  tax  needs  no  comment ;  but  the  conse-. 
Cpimoes  of  it  are  felt  far  beyond  the  mere  payment  of  the  money. 
At  eftoh  gate  of  thia  and  other  citiea,  bauds  of  the  lowest  clan  ol 
ittveDiie  offioen  ue  itotioned  with  power  to  amok  die  htt^gnge, 
aad  ^camme  tbe  pciwm  of  every  .om  who  peseee :  a  pofwer  ofien 
tigonmaly  ezenaeed,  towmcds  llioee  wlio  do  not  give  diem  a  giatwity^ 
and  therefote  partieulixly  oppvemve  to  the  lower  cdwa  ot  the  eoBi« 
flumily.  .  To*  eofense  due  taic,  the  oaaton^hoiiee,  or  pcrfaape,  ac- 
<9ordiag  to  our  Kngliah  unge,  the  eKoiie  offee  nqjoina  every  penon 
conung  to  the  city,  widi  any  thing  for  salcy  to  awke  an  entry,  and 
pay  tins  aa  wdl  ae  the  nnuuGipal  dutiee ;  and»  in  a  aionhr  manner, 
aiiy  person  making  purchases  >vithin  the  city  must  take  out  a  clear- 
ance from  the  jo  npt !  office.     J  hiiN  .1  [)t;asant,  bringing  a  load  of  me- 
lons, uiiiuns,  or  garhck,  must  \\\iit  iVr  the  dis[);iLliu,  as  it  is  called; 
and  when  he  purchases  the  neces'^arK  s  \\  hick  aie  jujuij  i  (1  fnr  Ins 
village  consumption,  he  must  again  apply  for  a  clearance  ijeforc  be 
can  return.    Thus  their  time  is  ioet,  and  the  ofiicers  of  govern- 
ment multiplied,  without  prodaaog  a  leveniie  at  all  convflpondent  to 
the  expcnce.  . 

By  some  kite  r^ridations  this  practice  does  not  extend  to  oom, 
which  is  now  allowed  to  come  in  without  any  formal  entry;  but  meat 
is  rigidly  sulgected  to  it,  as  well  as  to  other  vexatious  intorpoaitioos 
of  authority.  An  oac  branght  to  the  aty  Ibr  the  butcher  must  be  first 
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ournd  to  liie  pabfie  ihwigliter-h<mae,  withoat  die  Puerto  del  Carne, 
wlwre  it  w  killed  by  an  authorised  matadui",  and  the  huk,  lioms,  and 
hoofs  arc  his  fee.  Thcdutv  of  v\lca\-ala,  an  jI her  called  Millonea, 
and  some  municipal  taxes,  muni  be  paid  ;  and  then  a  permit  is  issued, 
allowing  the  meat  to  be  sold  within  the  walls.  These  duties  on  meat 
amount  to  miher  ojore  than  the  original  price ;  and  therefore,  though 
MUB  are  cheapi  ''laeat  is  as  dear  in  SevilUi  m  in  London.  Tl^se  bar- 
laniag^  fetwS'tn  00  frmiliar,  that  they  im  fiietly  submitted  to»  tt» 
ndlMlyndMr,  ot  ma  equally  ^muAom  nalnm,  wliich  lBffbii»  any 
pewcn  jpBi'pMiiBg  thwugh  Spna  iMaauk  m  panport^  Mkhtrf^^BCte 

.QMMB  Wtn  IMVH'IV  QeflBMMM  WK^WMPf  WWIL 

joit^^a  pn6«iiii"«vllii^iB  ben  ewMatd  »4]mi  pdb^  •M; 
k«%  Oil  of  tiM  Merivu^  'wlio  «it  bdund  nuU  tables  eowMd 
inlfa  paper,  stamps,  pens,  and  ink,  miAtt'A^'^lkmM  i£  ^ome 'mtheB, 

opposite  the  cathedra),  ready  tb  'draw  pd^ons,  contracts,  deeds, 

processes,  or  other  k't;al  papers,  wliicli  rcqnirc  tcchiiKul  nicety : 
they  are  the  attoraies  of  Seville,  and  they  prepare  the  initiatory  pro- 
ceedings in  the  law  courts,  and  put  into  correct  language  the  wishes 
«f  the  memnrialidts  to  the  (liferent  public  offices. 
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LETTER  XXV. 

JOUKKSY  FROM  SBVUXK  TO  CADIZ  —  KXCEFTIOM  OT  LORD  WULULIT  AM> 
LORD  WBLUNOVOII— BUU  HOOT  AV  ffC  MART*!— SPAMISE  lOWIWBM  lOft 
THIS  OITBRUOM* 

CADIZ)  WOV.  1809. 

JVIy  jonrney  from  Seville  to  this  place  has  been  verj  pleasant, 
and  toknibly  ea^peditious.  I  made  a  long  day's  jotumej  from  that 
dty  to  Xerec;  and,  in  conaeqiienoe  of  the  nin,  the  country  hu  aa 
Rppeannce  of  yttian  very  diffiByrent  from  that  which  it  preienfted  «• 
I  pasBcd  ever  tt  bofbic* 

I  heard  many  acoountB  of  iStut  muneinaa  bands  d  loUien  wfaSeh 
infest  the  plaiUj  and  oomnut  depredaticns  on  paaieagen,  bat  saw 
none  <^  diem.  I  was  told  by  one  person  who  had  been  robbed,  dtat 
the  gang  whieh  attadned  Inm  oonnsted  of  funrteen  mem,  whom  he 
Iwlieyed  to  be  deserters  fitnn  the  army.  They  presented  dieir  mns* 
kets  at  him  when  at  a  good  distance  ;  and  as  lie  stopped,  two  of  the 
j)  ii  ty  advanced,  and  took  hi !)  moiiey,  while  the  others  remained  sta- 
tionar>',  and  prepared  to  fire  if  he  had  made  resistance.  From  the  ac- 
counts, however,  which  I  have  received  from  various  quartere,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  reJadons  of  the  depredations  of  these  free- 
booters arc  very  much  exaggerated,  especially  as  I  haTR  not  heard  of 
«  nngle  £ii|^iahman  having  been  attacked  by  them. 
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I  passed  the  evening  at  Xeres,  at  the  hospitable  maonoQ  (tf  Mr. 
John  Gordon,  and  got  to  St  Mary's  the  next  day  at  nooa.  In  the 
boat,  in  whidi  I  embarked  to  crow  the  bay,  .!  met  with  a  young  Car- 
melite ftiar,  whose  Jolly  countenance  bespoke  little  mortification^ 
and  whose  conveisatibn,  with  several  females  of  the  party,  displayed 
vtill  less  delicacy.  When  we  reacliffd  the  montfi  of  the  river  he 
commenced  a  prayer  (or  a  sucoessfid  voyage,  whieh  he  repeated 
widi  great  indifference  and  much  vohtfaili^,  and  when  it  was  over 
oontinued  his  idle  trifling  mth  the  women. 

The  Marquis  Wellesley  and  his  brother  Lord  Wellington  arrived 
the  day  after  me,  and  were  received  by  the  inhabitants  witli  the 
wannest  gratulatioas.  Tlie  streets  being  too  narrow  to  (lisj>lay  a  pro- 
cession to  advantage,  the  peopk^  Uxik  the  horses  iVuin  the  carriage  at 
the  gate,  htted  it  on  the  pkittoim  oi  the  ramparts,  wlilch  surround 
the  city,  and  dragged  it  round  tlie  walls,  to  the  houst;  oi  Mr.  l)ufF, 
the  British  consul.  The  party  was  headed  hy  the  female  warrior, 
who  80  nuieh  dtstingtiished  herself  at  Saragossa,  who  led  the  popu- 
lace, drcst  in  her  lieutenant's  uniform. 

In  honour  of  Lord  Wellington  a  bull-fight  was  exhibited  at  St, 
Mary's,  at  which  I  attended.  This  divernon,  peenliarly  belonging 
to  the  Spuiiibh  nation,  has  fiiUen  into  disuse,  and  lately  has  been  re- 
stricted by  orders  from  the  government,  tbot^h  under  new  rc>gulations 
it  is  still  sometimes  permitted.  The  Flaxa  de  Toros  is  a  large  amphi* 
theatre,  capable  of  holding  fborteen  thousand  persons.  On  this  occa> 
sion  it  was  not  full,  and  I  suppose  that  not  more  than  ten  thousand  peo- 
pie  were  present  The  appearance  of  the  assembly  was  striking,  and 
a  degree  of  interest  was  excited  in  every  oonntemmoe,  whtdi^  I  should 
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intevionaly  bave  thought,  a  nmdi  more  important  ooDiest  would 
acareely  haie  called  forth.  I  entoed  the  place  at  the  moment  when 
the  fint  bnU  was  kiUed,  and  hones,  gayly  decorated,  wm  diaggkig 
him  from  the  cirde,  anud  die  aonnda  of  mane,  and  die  applaiidiii^ 
ahouti  of  the  people. 

Preporetioiia  were  made  for  a  freah  conBict:  diree  men  were 
pooled  bdiind  eadi  other,  ahont  ten  yards  asonder,  moimted  on 
small,  hut  active  horses,  and  armed  with  a  spear  alxnit  fifteen  foot 
long;  and  fivo  or  six  men  on  feo^  dressed  in  scarlet  cloaks,  were 
placed  in  other  parts  of  the  arena.  The  gates  were  thrown  open, 
and  tlie  bull  ruiLed  ill.  He  made  touartii.  the  first  horseman,  who 
received  him  on  the  point  of  his  spear,  and  wounded  him  between- 
the  shoulders  j  this  tunicU  hiin,  and  he  attacked  the  second  horseman 
witli  great  fur\- ;  but  from  tlie  want  either  of  dexterity  in  the  rider, 
or  agility  in  the  animal,  the  horae  was  dreadfully  gored  in  the  body, 
and  his  howels  fell  on  the  ground.  The  combatants  woe  soon  dis- 
entangled, and  the  bull  attacked  the  third  horseman,  who  received 
him  like  the  first,  and  wounded  him  severely.  Ho  now  became 
fufioaa,  and  gaUcped  round  the  circle;  bat  either  from  the  loss  of 
Uood,  or  the  pain  he  endured,  he  was  foarfol  of  fadi^  the  hone- 
men;  the  men  on  foot  then  h^an  to  irritate 'him,  by  stidcii^  small 
darts  in  his  body,  and,  whenever  he  made  a  push  at  them,  threw  the 
doak  over  his  eyes,  and  with  great  dexterity  avoided  his  thrust. 

This  initation  was  continued  some  time,  dll  die  animal,  stream- 
ing with  blood,  became  exhausted.  The  matedor,  or  pnncipal  actor, 
dien  made  his  appearance,  armed  with  a  small  sword  and  cloak  : 
he  advanced  towards  the  bull,  which  rac^atid  pushed  at  him,  but 
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the  man  received  the  thrust  on  lua  cloak,  and  stepping  nimbly  aside, 
^^^fllln  1(1  liis  blovv,  btcjiusf  the  animal  did  not  present  himsclt  in 
the  exact  attitude  which  the  ma^or  required  for  dispatching  him. 
vnlth^ce;  he  ^n  made  a  second  advance  towards  the  animal^ 
and,  while  he  waa  in  the  act  of  pushing  at  him,  plunged  the  sword 
tip'to  til*  hilt  between  his  shoxilden;  the  bull  ran  a  feiv  paces,  stagw 
gmii  Mnd'droppad'^dead.  Tbe  tmmpeta  Bounded  a  flourish ;  lionea 
gtOopdi  in,  'wue  fiutened  to  the  cutaae,  and  dn|^g«d  it  amy, 
anid  tln  -«ppiaidiiig  Aouts  ti  di«  ^MCtetovs. 

'  4iz  «r  flitea  odm  balk  Htn  then  in  ^naanAm.  idiytched  in  a 
•anular  naaiwr,  with  only  mdi  ^ariatiofia  as  wen  oeeesiooed  die 
^Bffemrf  thgiehs'of  courage  wUfli  die  aiuflnb  |M»8sessed»  .  When 
the  last  htaUtWM  fightingi.  i^  inatadjor  eaoantrived  it  diaft  he  ^avo 
himiiM  cot^f  d6gm»  UtaM&My  ander  the  faoK  in  which  Levi 
WttUingtoaaHildhe  Bsglish  party  were  aeatai.  *  Befbfe  diis  o|i«xa- 
tkn,  he  addressed  Uniseif  to  his  Lordship,  and  said,  widi  modi 
dignity,  that  he  should  kill  that  bull  to  the  health  of  King  George 
the  Tliinl,  wliu  li  was  (|uicklv  pcrionned.  His  Lordship  threw  him 
some  nione\,  and  the  enui  t  iSnment  closed. 

This  huJl  fight  was  represented  to  me  as  a  verj'  inferior  exhibi- 
tion, owing  to  tbc  c(n)hi(  is  of  the  weather,  tbe  bulls  having  much 
more  courage  dunng  the  intense  heat  of  summer  than  at  the  present 
season.  It  is  certainly  a  cruel  amusement  both  to  the  bulls  and 
to  the  horses,  though  attended  with  little  danger  to  the  men.  One 
horse  wsi**  f^cstroyed,  by  having  his  belly  lacerated  ;  after  he  was 
woanded,  and  his  bowek  trailing  on  the  ground,  the  rider  oaiiti> 
mwd  die  fight,  and  gsUoped  loand  the  drds^  while  the  poor  ani- 
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mal  litei"ally  trampled  on  his  own  entrails  at  every  step,  a  sight 
more  disgusting  than  this  can  scarcely  be  conceived^  and  even  the 
bull,  thou^  streaining  with  blood,  had  not  nearly  so  repulsive  an 
appearance.  The  men  were  secured  from  much  danger  by  their  own 
au^ityy  by  the  dextrous  application  of  their  cloaks,  when  the  animal 
charged  them,  and  by  die  barrio's  placed  round  the  drde,  behind 
which  they  redied  when  preaaed  by  the  bnU. 

Hearaver  lepngoant  this  divenson  may  appear  to  avaiy  deUcKla 
and  feeling  mind,  it  ia  moie  fieqnented  and  admiied  by  die  li^aa 
than  Jiy  the  gendemm;  they  attend  dieae  exhibitioiis  in  tibcir  geyeat 
dnaaea,  appbnd  the  addieaa  of  the  inhnman  combalaiilB,  and  feel 
the  greatest  eolicitnde  at  the  ^ffinent  critical  tame  of  the  fighc 
ll&ny  of  the  young  country  gendemen  way  tiaee  didr  nin  to  dieaa 
iqpeeladea,  aa  deddedly  aa  Englishmen  of  the  aene  daaa  may  tvaioa 
theirs  to  Newmaf^t.  In  feet,  it  ia  the  great  ol^eet  which  eiigi^ 
die  attention  of  that  description  of  men  dSstingmahed  by  the  tem 
MajoB. 

After  this  exhibition,  we  intended  returalug  hither  immediately, 
but  being  low  water  we  could  not  get  out  of  the  river;  we  tiitrcfoie 
visited  the  theatre,  whicli  is  very  neatly  fitted  up,  iiiid,  in  compli- 
ment to  Lord  VVdlingtou,  was  crowded  with  the  best  company  of  a 
city,  now  the  receptacle  of  the  expatriated  nobility  of  the  North  of 
Spam* 
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LBTTBk  XXVI. 
Spanish  iim  or  wift— maval  omens— admikal  alava— AtviAM—WAVAL 

ARSBKAL  — BULL  OF  TRS  «rAWIARD9  IN  HAM  AGING  BOATR— BATTLE  OF 
TftAFAIAAB.' 

HaVINO  ptrtaken  oF  «Iie  hospitality  of  AdmifBl  Punts  on 

board  the  Atlas^  and  having  since  visited  the  Santa  Ana,  the  Hag 
ship  of  Adnairal  Alava,  I  have  been  much  gratified  \v\t\\  tlie  con- 
trast; the  one  affording  an  example  of  order,  cleaulineas,  and  sub- 
ordination, the  other  of  confubioii,  filth,  aud  want  of  discipline. 
The  Spanish  nien  of  war  are  in  appearance  very  fine,  but  they  should 
not  be  too  ncarlv  approached,  and  especially  should  not  be  visited. 
The  men  are  bad,  but  the  officers  are  worse,  not  only  in  personal 
appearance,  but  also  in  the  knowkclge  of  their  proiesaioD,  and  in 
tiieir  utter  inability  to  command. 

It  is  generally  supposed  that  the  officers,  of  the  Spanish  navy 
are  not  very  sincere  patriots;  that  they  would  serve  Spain  if  it 
continued  independent;  but  that,  in  the  event  of  its  beii^  subju- 
gated by  Buonaparte,  diey  would  prefer  his  service  to  that  of  a  fu- 
gitive  government  under  the  proteetbn  of  England.  It  is  not  alio-  , 
gether  aurpri^ng  that  tli^  should  entertain  sudk  sentinentSy  as  diey 
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§uk  ft  jealousy  toward'?  tlte  British  navy,  nnd  cannot  nadHy  fiuj^ve 
the  imf  of  IVa&lgar.  They,  imagiae,  that  if  their  ehipe  wne  «m» 
cMomd  from  Spain  all  hope  of  ptomotian  in  Uiooernoo^  and  even 
aesvice  itaelf,  would  be  lor  ever  annihilated}  whseaaa,  if  Joaapk 
unm  to  get  poweenon  tff  diem,  the  aame  tank,  and  l3im  tea  oomee 
of  pMoiotionivoiddeaotiniieandertheirnewmaBler}  andihej  hma 
'Oeen  ao 

tiah  lled^' tfiaft  they  eoold  aaatain  no  fiesh  moctSfiiiaiion,  nor  andi 
adifilaon  to  A*  woanda  of  didr  pride^  if  thej  wBie  agun  to  be  plaaed 
in  a  ttaular  aitoalion. 

Admiral  Alava,  Tvho  ia  oommander  in  olnef  at  this  port,,  is  sua- 
pectcd  of  strong  attachment  to  France,  or  «t  least  of  strong  anti* 
pathy  to  England.  He  is  a  go<xi-tempcrc(i  man,  with  little  infor- 
xnation ;  and  in  the  parties  where  I  meet  him  appears  to  enjoy  hie 
aegar  and  his  cards  quite  as  much  as  his  naval  duty,  I  hoard  hint 
express  his  surprise  that  Admiral  Purvis  should  remain  always  on 
board  his  ship  when  such  cliarming  amusements  were  to  be  enjoyed 
on  shore  at  Cadiz.  You  may,  perhaps,  recollect  the  conduct  of  thia 
officer  at  the  battle  of  Traiklgar ;  he  commanded  one  division  of  the 
l^anish  fleet.  In  the  course  of  the  battle  he  was  severely  wounded^ 
and  his  ahip  etmck.  He  was  boarded  by  an  Snglieh  officer,  to 
whom  he  sQireadarad  hia  ship,  and  1^  eword^  and  requested,  that^oo 
aeooant  of  hia  wounds,  he  might  not  be  removed  from  his  own  ^ 
windy  a  lequeat  wluch  humanity  induced  the  Bcitiah  commander  to 
giant  Theeogi^pmeBtieaa  fiiU(0wedbyamoatficmendonafllonn» 
and^AUm's  thip,  aepeiatingfiMn  the  cnptoKSy  naa  drifen  amr  Gadii» 
and  get  wtthia  the  bay. 

A  A 
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Lord  Collingwood  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  demand  his  prisoner, 
whose  accidental  liberation  was  owinu;  to  the  clemency  of  ti  n  victor, 
but  Alavii  preferred  the  tranquillity  of  Cadiz  to  the  redemption  of 
his  hniour,  and  refused  to  consider  himself  so  far  a  prisoner  as  to 
relinquish  liis  coramaud  till  he  was  regularly  exchanged.  When  a 
recoDcUiatioa  between  England  and  Spain  was  brought  about  by  the 
revolution,  Lord  Collingwood  visited  Cadiz,  but  Alava,  as  if  coa* 
Bcious  that  he  liad  lost  his  honour  in  the  estimation  of  this  gitdlint 
man,  dared  not  £»oe  him,  but  kept  sway  till  bis  Lordabip  had  retiufned 
to  his  fleet. 

-  I  ihodid  be  aony,  hawvvtT,  to  oimt  mentiopipg  the  names  of 
aome  tern  patriot*  amioi^  iAm  naval  offioera  of  Spoia :  LidIm^  who 
•oramaiids  a  fine  fixate,  is  one  of  the  best' of  tfadireffioen,  and  hia 
patriodem  is  ttffal  to  his  donvage,  and  his  taknta.  ^  Afiguel  Jllam, 
Wj^ikBw  to  the  Adniunl,  dmagh  he  now  commands  a  vegiiAent,  be* 
eaose  die  acthitj  of  the  hund  serriee  is  at  diia  time  more'coagcnisl 
to  his  mind  than  ^  repose  of  the  navy,  'most  still  be  dasaed  among 
naval'offioen,  and  is  one  of  tiie  best  patrioto  in  Spain.  And  above 
all,  Alviar,  a  veteran  in  the  service,  is  aealoos  for  the  canse  of  his 
country,  uud  rejokcs  In  her  union  with  England:  tliis  officer  com- 
manded one  of  die  four  bp  ini-h  ii  i^aies  wluch  were  intercepted  be- 
fore the  war  began;  he  ha([  [i;i:nijcd  some  years  in  South  Ann  lica  in 
the  course  of  his  service,  and  was  retiuuint;  to  Spain,  with  his  witc^ 
his  children,  and  lus  «xalth.  When  they  met  the  Britisli  squadron, 
he  was  in  a  boat,  returniog  from  his  commander,  when  hia  ship 
bc^;an  to  eng&ge,  and  he  soon  saw  the  horrid  spectacle  of  her  explo- 
«oii,and  thfidestructionofalitbathe valued ialife.  Hewascanied 
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prianner  to  Bng^nA;  and^  on  a  proper  n|uc««iiliitum  of,  Ina  'oaie  to 
Ijbe  gvmiuMtj  evevy.  pontUe.  nUeviation  was  «iffiirded  lam ;  hia- 
fiunily  iiretrievably  goae,  Imt  Ilia  weabth  waa  gmmulj  r&> 
tnniedj  and  h»  gradtade  knowa  no  boonda.  H«  ktmed  in  Eog^id, 
ft  matrimoittBl  oonnezkm  with  a  beantifiil  and  anuaUe  wonMi,  wlioaa 
conduct  has  been  oooontaminated  by  the  paraidmia  infliiiBaoe  of  ihia. 
voluptuous  city.      -  -    '  . 

•  Thei.  naval  arsenal  is  at  Caracas,  a  town  at  the  head  of  the  bay. 
It  contains  some  fine  luagazines  for  naval  stores,  and  every  conve- 
nience for  careening  and  fitting  ships  ;  but  at  present  they  are  desti- 
tute of  all  those  articles  which  are  indispensable  for  the  equipment 
of  a  fleet.  There  such  a  want  of  cables  that,  the  fleet  in  the  bay 
will  he  ni  tlie  greatest  danger,  unless  a  ?up]>ly  can  be  obtained  from 
the  British  naval  storehouses,  at  Gibraltar,  before  the  winter  gales 
commence.  The  Spaiuards  are  considered,  by  our  naval  officers,  to  be 
very  skiUbl  in  the  management  of  gun-boats,  and  other  smaller  oiaft| 
and  it  appears  to  me,  -that  the  construction  of  their  boats,  the  man- 
ner of  ngging.them,  and  the  dexterity  with  which  they  are  worked^ 
desenre  pudtelar  attention,  and  are  wordiy  of  oar  inutatioii. 

Die  nomber  of  men  anbaisting  bj  th«r  laboor  on  iiie  water  ie 
veiy  eonsidefable>  and  oooriita  of  thooe  emplo^  m  sldppiig  and 
landing  mendianduie  from  ihe  trading  veaads  lliat  oome  to  tbia 
por^  of  the  namenma  fishermen  ocei^ied  in.  aapplyiog  tbe  oity  ont^ 
fish,  of'  ibe  boatmeii  engaged  in  bringing  freak,  water  from  St 
Jury's,  and  of  eailbca  in<tlie''ibfeignftndooa8ting-miBRibant'aUipa$ 
.theae  have  been  the  aoarcca^wfaetaoelberoya]  invy  of  Spalnifaaa  Ueeft 
Auniahedwitk  their  crewa;  and  before  die  bildit  of  TmfaIgar«  '<«i4Mii 
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lh»  ovden  arrived  Ibr  the  fleet  ta  eeil,  every  man,  et  wXL  eeeeetomed 
<»  die  water*  wea  impreMed  to  man  tliewvj;  dieceniage  of  that 
day  oonacqjiieiidy  fell  pnnopalfy  m  tihe  fiapiilaiioa  of  Cedixy  ml 
inaneroae  widows  and  orpliane  have  to  hmeot  the  loea  of  their  hm* 
iNmda  and  iadiccv  in  that  aneiDOiaUe  adioB. 

I  have  freepeiitlj  heard  people  idadng,  widi  indetcribable 
tioDB,  the  fearS|  the  hopes,  the  agitations,  and  the  mournings,  which 
oecnpied  tfaoeo  few*  hut  iulereetiug  days  when  the  nnited  fleets  of 
France  and  Spain  sailed  from  Cadiz,  amidst  the  prayers  and  hene> 
dictions  of  the  people,  with  the  vain  expectation  of  ^'untjuLshing;  the 
itic  who  luid  so  long  held  them  imprisoned  witinn  their  uwi)  fortifi- 
cations. The  day  they  salkrl  all  \vci3  cxpt^'ctation  and  anxiety.  The 
succeeding  day  increased  the  suspense,  and  w  ouik]  up  the  feelings  of 
the  pf  (iple  almost  to  a  state  of  phrcnzy.  Tlie  third  day  brought  intel- 
ligence that  the  hostile  fleets  were  approachino^  each  other,  with  all 
the  preparations  of  determined  hostility.  The  sinps  were  not  visible 
£m&  the  ramparts,  butthe  crowds  of  citizens  assembled  there  had  their 
ears  assailed  by  the  roaring  of  the  distant  camion ;  the  anxiety  of  the 
females  bonfaied  on  imani^,  bat  more  of  despdbr  than  of  hope  was  vi* 
lible  in  every  comitenance.  At  this  dreadful  moment,  a  sounds  louder 
dian  any  diet  had  preceded  it  and  attended  with  a  column  of  dark 
anohe,  asneonoed  that  a  ship  had  ex^oded.  The  maduess  of  the 
people  was  tamed  to  rage  agauiat  Bngjaiid;  and  exdamations  hoist 
JbrA,  denonmang  UMtant  deaih  to  every  man  who  spoke  the  langaaga 
of  their  emies.  Two  Americana,  who  had  muted  with  the  people, 
iled»  aad  hid  themselves,  to  avoid  ihie  ehoUition  of  popohv  finiy^ 
wiuoh,  however^  sulMided  into  the  cakuMss  of  dbpBir»  when  the 
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dnmder  cf  the  cannon  oeaaed.  Tliey  had  no  bope  of  eonqiieat,  no 
dieering  expectations  of  greedng  ih«r  mtonons  connirymen,  nor  of 
sharing  triumphal  laurels  with  those  who  had  been  engaged  in  the 

conflict ;  eacli  only  hoped  that  the  objects  of  his  ovra  aiSection  were 
safe,  and  in  that  hope  found  some  resource  against  the  anticipated 
di^race  of  the  country.  * 

nie  storai  that  succeeded  the  battle  tended  only  to  keep  alive» 
through  the  night,  the  horrors  of  the  day,  and  to  prepare  thcfn  for 
the  melancholy  spectacle  <^  the  enaoing  morning,  when  the  wrecks 
of  their  floating  bulwarks  were  aeen  on  ahore,  and  some,  that  had 
escaped  the  battle  and  the  storm,  entering  the  bay  to  shelter  l^iani* 
aelvea  firam  the  puraoit  of  their  nctorioos  enamy. 

The  leeling^  of  smng  aenslbilily,  iH^iich  had  ao  agitated  Afr 
aiuida  of  &e  people  during  tfw  oonflSct,  wees  now  ^^rected  to  tho 
tender  offices  of  hunanity  towards  thnr  wotmded  ooontiynien;  dio 
aoAnr  aox  attended  on  di^  whaifr  to  aasiat  them  in  hndiBg,  to  eon* 
iqp  tbeai'to  the  obnvents  and  the  hospitals,  while  the  priests  waiw 
edmiinstaring  Ae  last  offioaa  of  reli^oa  to  thoae  whose  departiag; 
^rits  took  diflir  flight  befirae  they  could  reach  the  asyhuns  appointed 
for  their  reception.  When  the  first  emotions  had  subsided,  the 
people  of  Cadiz  strongly  maiuitistcd  their  contempt  of  the  French,, 
whom  they  accused  of  having  deserted  tliom  In  the  liour  of  l>attle; 
and  the  attention  of  Lord  Collingwotici  (o  the  wouiult  il  iSpiimsii  pri- 
soners, induced  them  to  contrast  thf  idiuiuct  of  their  geuerous  ene- 
voies  nitU  that  of  their  teeachiraroua  allies. , 
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LETTER  XXm 

foanncATUMft  or  CADB-xcoMrAmmA— sora  MAWuiMmmr  at  pumtaucs 
— aGQiiMn9B— •ftitmciftMii  on  mrrnic— akhcuu  op  ncFoar— 

e04T8Ul.ADO. 

GAmS^  NOV.  1609. 

The  fortifications  of  this  city,  on  the  land  side,  are  well 
•onstructed ;  there  ia  onlj  «pe  entrance,  called  the  land  gate,  the 
6ce  of  which  is  vecy  narvow,  so  that,  if  ^e  water  be  smooth,  gun- 
boats may  flank  an  approaching  army  on  both  aidea.  The  walla 
near  .the  gate  ave  eo  cooatraefced,  that  though,  from  the  eKAent  of  tho 
l^ijsj-'they  do  not  appear  la%,  yet  no  part  of  thedty  ia  vinUo 
trithout  die  land-gate..'  ,l!hfli  jbrtifioatioaa  are  a&>  bomb-pooof,  and 
eaaeinated,  and  the  gbds  ia  oiaei}  throoghout;  whidi,  added  'to  tfaft 
nanoivnen  of  die  fifont,  makea  it  capable  of  a  very  vigorooa  de* 
Ibioe. 

In  order,  however,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  an  attack  on  the 
city  itself,  a  new  battery  is  canstructiug  across  the  isthmus,  which, 
when  fiuishetl,  render  tiie  approach  extremely  dithcult.  The 
spot  on  which  it  is  erecting  is  at  such  a  distance  from  the  city,  that, 
until  it  be  taken,  an  enemy  caimot  construct  mortar  batteries  near 
enough  to  throw  shells  into  the  town.  Thia  work,  however,  w  liich 
waa  pboned  when  the  opposition  to  Fiance  conuneoeed,  and  which 
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then  proceeded  with  great  vigour,  now  languishes,  like  most  other 
Spanish  efiWts ;  and  unless  die  defeat  of  the  army  ol  Lu  jMaiicha 
should  r<'!i  ier  it  necessary,  it  perhaps  may  never  be  completed.  The 
expcTK-e  of  this  batiery  has  been  enominns  ;  the  soil  beiMg  sandy, 
they  have  been  obliged  to  construct  a  foundation  of  sohd  masonry 
seventy-five  feet  under  the  eur^iee.  The  part  above  ground  is  ^nned 
of  sand  bags,  which  are  walled  up  to  the  top  of  the  parapet ;  a  ditdl 
i»  to  be  fofmed  in  fsoOt,  and  if  proper  defences  be  plac^  to  prevent 
candry  fipom  turning  ibe  flanka,  whtO'llie  tide  is  low,  tkis  Gwta- 
don,  as  it  is  called,  will  add  oomidenbly  to  the  securi^  of  ddslu- 
|»ortant  place.  •  • 

Wtien  I  inaited  this  battery  a  few  days  ago,  0iere  were  not  many 
men  at  vfoA  excepting  a  few  convicts,  who,  instead  of  being  sent  as 
usual  to  Ceuta,  are  now  oondenmed  to  labour  on  the  fortificationit. 
I  retumed'firoin  die  Cortadora  by  Funtales,  where  the  rope  mafiafiio- 

tory  for  the  navy  is  carried  on,  but  for  want  of  hemp  evei-y  thing  is 
at  a  stand.  At  this  point  a  fort  is  situntetf,  which,  with  the  assist- 
ance of  Fort  Matagorda,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bav,  would  be 
a  great  annoyance  to  anv  fleet  that  might  attempt  to  force  its  way  to 
the  arsenal  at  Caracas.  It  -was  at  this  spot  that  I.,ord  Essex  landed 
with  the  English  army  in  the  year  1596,  w  hen  he  succeeded  in  his 
gallant  attempt  to  take  this  city,  an  event  which  has  demonstrated 
■the  practicability  of  effecting  a  landing,  with  a  superior  fleet,  between 
the  land  gate  and  the  new  battery  at  the  Cortadura. 

Cadiz  at  present  has  no  garrison,  the  duty  is  performed  by  volun- 
ieeiB,  of  which  there  are  about  fear  tfaouaand  within  the  city,  better 
armed,  and  better  ^MapUned  than  any  of  liie  regqlar  re^mente  I 
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ham  teen.  A  rtgimcnt  <rf  regaknt  hM  been  imati  Ikn  by  Colonel 
Aftutamdo,  who  bas  tikoi  g^nat  p«b0  to  diaeipliM  thajtve-a 
fine  body  q(  meo,  bat  not  bnviog  wn»  Aej  cumot  yet  prooeed  to 
join  the  amy. 

The  commerce  of  Cadiz  is  very  exteiuive,  but  it  is  a  subjci  t  so 
well  known,  that  a  few  observatioDS  upon  it  will  be  suflficicnt.  The 
merchant  5hi|)s  built  in  Spain  of  late  yeara  have  been  so  few,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  carry  on  even  the  little  trade  they  had  duriug  the 
liiTu*  with  England,  without  eeoployii^  vessels  which  wece  not  of 
Spanish  construction,  wfaidi,  however,  the  laws  most  imperiously 
forbade.  la  consequence  of  an  application  from  tlie  mercliants  of 
dus  pJao^  stating  tiiat  there  una  not  a  anffidency  of  Spaniih  ahip* 
ping,  pemuBHon  finr  two  yean  was  giantad  to  Spaoiafda  fiir  plir* 
dumngt  and  empk^og  in  ihmr  tsade^  diipa  conatmcted  by  filendly 
natuniB.  Titia  tine eiq»iied.aboiit  six  nontlia  ago;  hot  die  hiwwaa 
not  dioii^  of  till  a  new  Gofleolorof  tfaecuatomalaiiefy  came  4p  Gadis» 
and  now  all  the  ahipa  destined' IbrAneiiea,  not  bdltin  Spab,  and 
theyareneaily  the  whole»  ii»  detalned  tiU  the  Jnnta  has  suflicient 
leisure,  from  other  moM  pressing  occupations,  to  attend  to 'die-aftJta 
of  commerce. 

The  principal  trade  of  C'atliz  is  to  tlie  American  settlements, 
uhicli  may  be  more  properly  considered  as  colonies  belonging  to  this 
city  tlian  to  the  kingdom  of  Spain.  Aln  ost  every  thing  from 
America  centers  here;  and  the  principal  imports  from  the  other 
partB  of  Europe  are  Only  brought  to  thiaiplace  to  bo  shipped  after- 
wards  to  the  tmnaatlantic  ports.  The  merchants  of  Cadiz  may  there- 
fast  be  propeily  oonaiderad  ae  the  ^uatoia  of  ^  nianufectoreni  a^ 
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Bn^and^  Gennany,  lud  Fnuace,  on  the  ooA  hand,  and  of  ilia  oan' 
anmwaqf  iheir nwntttMtwiwa ia Aiaaiica oo ^  lottfaeMnna 
maimer  they  are  frclon  fbr  the  growelrs  of  ooloaial  pfodnea  in  Ama* 
rioBy  and  for  the  consumert  of  it  in  Europe. 

The  immense,  though  thinly  peopled,  continenit  of  America  moat 
both  produc*;  aail  Luiisuuic  a  ^a?t  (jviai\tity  of  those  articles  wliich 
form  tlie  huais  of  commerce;  ami  to  tmuutrate  Lhe  various  commo- 
dities, "which  puss  tluuugli  tliis  port,  would  ho  useless  and  tiiesome.  I 
eliall  therefore  content  myself  with  ohservin<^,  that  the  relative  valu^, 
oompared  with  the  bulkineas  of  goods  imported  aud  exported,  ap- 
pvoaches  nearer  to  equality  than  in  the  commerce  betiroea  England  and 
bar  oolonies.  A  ship  from  London  to  NorUi  Anaiica,  or  to  the  West 
Indiea,  if  ftiliy  iadaii»  will  g^rally  convey  a  value  equal  to  dia 
ponduMa  of  ifae  ladiii^  of  ten  aadi  aUpa  on  tiw  odiarraida  Aa  Afe» , 
hniic.  ^UMaqnaiMa  iriuch^naiiimlly  fidlowa  that  fir  die 
gnttu  smnbee  <tf  BiHidk  ihipa  unrt  go  out  in  ballaat,  and  gun 
tfwir  profit  on  the  fiei^it  of  ^  homawBid  oaigo,  whereas  the  pro- 
doctiona  of  %ain  baii^  nAore  bulky  in  proportion  to  tfiair  iralna,  and 
the  prodnetioDs  of  thair  oolonies  being  lets  ao,-^  Aift  of  Spain 
wiU  g^nenlly  be  Ml  both  out  and  homa,  and  cooaaqnentlj  dio  ahip* 
ping  interest  be  more  benefited,  in  tbe  Spanlih  tiade,  than  in  oim| 
or,  what  is  equivalent,  the  ship  owners  can  afford  to  navigate  for  less 
ticight,  aiu]  th(  commodities  can  he  carried  to  the  different  places  of 
consiuTiptioii  at  clicapcr  rates.  I  am  aw^are  of  the  distinction  that 
ehoulil  he  drawn  between  cx  (porting  raw  materials  (and  such,  or 
n^irly  such,  are  the  productions  of  Spain)  and  articles,  the  chief 
value  of  which  is  ibit  kbonr  onployed  on  them,  like  the  manafiM?* 
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IbctuRS'of  Gnat  BritBan— one  is  ealciilated  Ibr  a  ^boAj  peopled 
cotmtry,  the  othier  ibr  a  ooontfy  dial  has  anon  ialnbitanits  linn  aie 
nqutsttB  to  pfodnoe  nw  matsnals. 

The  manufactures  of  Spain,  exported  to  America,  are  mostly 
brought  to  this  city  from  Catalonia  untl  Valencia,  especially  the 
former,  where  nianuiactures  of  most  kinds  of  cotton  goods,  stuffs, 
linens,  imd  t  sjx  <  iaily  paper,  had  made  conssiderable  proj^ress  heftm; 
they  were  ilestroyed  by  the  Itnasion  of  the  French.  At  St.  Alarv's 
and  at  (Jluclana  there  are  small  manufsjctories  for  printed  calicos ;  the 
doth  is  brought  from  the  East  Indies,  and  tho  printing  is  tolerably 
ezBOBted,  bat  the  qmnti^  produced  is  very  small ;  and  I  suspect, 
ihat  greater  prafiis-  are  gauied  by  the  printers,  from  seUii^  oertafi- 
oates  that  printad  oottona  imported  ftmn  fing^and  are  eC  thnr  owtt 
nanwftctaife,  than  firom  any  odier  branch  of  thev  tnd& 

SvviBitf  the  Gennan  hiooMa,  eeteb&hedat  Cady,  are  m 
aUe^  and.hsre  long  been  the  channJn  throng  frfiieh  die  Unen,  the 
l^aas,  and  the  eaOery  4^  GemaDj  hate  been  conveyed  to  Spanish 
America,  «die»e,  on  aeoount  of  th«r  doiabilitf  and  cheapness,  they 
are  preferred  to  tfaoae  of  Eagbnd. 

Although  no  English  houses  of  trade  are  to  be  met  with  in  this 
city,  excepting  some  inconsidemhle  ones,  estaljUshed  since  the  Reyo- 
lution,  there  are  a  great  number  ol  Irish,  ru l  i  rho  descendants  of 
Irish  families,  who  are  engaged  in  commerce  on  an  e.xU  nslye  scale^ 
and  import  the  linens  of  our  sister  island,  for  the  consumption  of 
America,  as  well  as  various  articles  of  provision  for  the  supply  of  die 
town  and  its  vicinity. 

Xhere  are  no  baukm  in  this  ctty^  nor  any  nbsdtate  Ibr  BKHMy 
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in  drenhtiob :  and  as  nlver  is  the  commcm  mefinni  of  exchange, 
any  person  who  has  a  eonndeiaUe  snm  to  receive  must  take  porters, 
or  a  cart,  to  bring  away  the  money.  The  dollars  are  generally  kept 
by  the  merchants  tied  iti  hags,  containing  one  thousand  each,  which, 
without  much  exainiuaiion,  pass  from  one  to  another. 

The  commerce  is  regulated  by  a  body  riil]('d  the  Consulado,  who 
have  a  very  splendid  liallj  where  they  meet  to  regulate  the  affairs  of 
tnuk.  The  prior  of  the  Cousulado  corresponds  i^th>  the  different 
blanches  of  the  administration ;  and  when  the  necessities  of  the 
goivemmcnt  require  a  loan  of  money,  which  has  been  firequently  tbe 
case  of  lat^  he  conTokea  the  general  bodbf  of  the  mcfchants,  states 
dm  wants  of  tlie  king,  andappotidoas  to  each  the.  sam  he  ought  to 
cantxifaai^  wiudila  diecfliitt]r<eoinpfied  wth,  as  iJie'SMiN^  so  ad* 
laimed  is  allowad  tbin  in  tiisar  pa^mKnt  of  the  daties. 

la  the  centre  of  the  tkj  them  »  a  signal  tower,  witib  men  con* 
standy  looking  cot  for  die  airiv^  of  ships,  onb  of  whom  has  ao- 
qitifsd  endi  •oonraoj  that  he  ■  immediateby  lecogdises  any  slup  that 
has  ever  hem  in  the  port,  and  her  name  is  speedily  circulated  in 
printed  paper  through  the  city.  This  man  knew  the  names,  and  had 
made  drawings,  of  all  the  British  ships  of  war  that  had  been  succes- 
sively employed  iu  blockadiug  this  port,  uud  is  never  mistaken  when 
one  of  tliem  appeals  in  sight. 
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LETTER  XXVIIL 

OKRAT  or  rai  ARMT  Or  LA  lUNCH A  —  JOUIMST  TO  nVlUB, »  AiTBiAXlOM 

■If  m  AmuMAKCK'^nxvmtLO  pabiidsmtof  trs  junta — mcruitb^ 
cuiiiMinii  or  xbmm— CAirnnjtiANcoinrsirr^CALTAUoi-— jvrftMU. 

lay  lust  kUH*  we  |hiv»  VBMivB^  intelligciMe  of  4m 
daieat  of  tho  amy  of  hi  hbtukm.  wdw  Afeisi^*  It  «ppMn,  I17 
tibe  aocouiktey  to  hMe  bfeen  a  ooaipkte  «f<«idinnr  i  and  the  tiaauu 
of  die  Spanfah  fom  is  coBtatSog  aft  Daynul,  neuly  one  ImmM 
nilet  ftom  Ocafto,  wlieve  the  engs^emenft  took  piaoe. 

The  afiaet  whidi  kbit  viteUigeaoe  faaa  pradooed  i^oa  llie  people, 
pate  111  e  Afarong  point  of  view  tfw  evib  ever  attendaiit  on  deipotio 
powor.  When  the  news  firat  arrived,  those  who  were  iicquainted 
with  it  were  aiixious  to  conceal  their  kaovviciJge,  or  Avhispci  l«1  it  as 
a  profound  secret  to  their  nearest  ccwinexion».  When  it  f)e(;arne  so 
g^iierdlly  known  that  the  people  could  be  im  lunger  deceiveti,  it 
produced  gloomy  countenances,  and  iudi^iant  expressions  against 
the  Junta  and  the  commander:  but  the  habit  of  concealing 
their  feelings  and  their  thoughts  on  all  subjects  comieeted  with  po- 
litics is  so  deeply  rooted,  that  though,  when  thej  oooTeMM  with 
En^iflhiaen,  they  speak  tstAy,  yet  they  no  aooner  lenime  thdr 
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Spttush  OMivertttion»  duo  dl  apparently  bMooMt  obIuumw  and  «ib* 
niilMiwi  to  ^tue  will  of  £bit  govemMat 

I  have  iigiun  had  ooomaa  to  Seville,  vAAdk  I  ftmad  «• 
treinely  altered  in  appearance  for  the  short  time  I  had  been  absent. 
IXiring  thia  interval,  all  the  hurscs  Mid  inules  bad  bteu  idkcu  for 
the  use  of  the  troops,  so  that  there  were  no  cai-nai2;("i  at  the  evening 
promenades,  and  the  tt  rti^ias  of  the  ladies  had  tew  or  uo  visitors, 
the  gentlemen  being  mostly  with  the  army.  The  gloomy  presage* 
and  axacrations  against  the  Junta  were  more  openly  expressed 
than  at  Cadiz ;  the  sensible  part  of  the  inhabitants  appeared  to  an* 
tiapkte  a  visit  from  the  Frenoh,  and  yet  the  Groveromant  k^ps 
ioqie  «f  ^  best  pabiote  in  prieen,  iad  amdeea  ita  adatefa  antlio* 
iity>  as  tf  ita  doaM.fwia  aot'iait  apppo>diiiiig» 

Thad^eitue  iif  Loed  WtdksUy  iMdhn  anitafm  Scw^^ 
mwsh  legretted.  fiis  letideiiee,  lumarfer,  ma.  too.  abot^  .lib 
lint  toe  nncb  engaged  by  the  objaela  of  fab  mbiioii,  ta  pmnit-hiiii 
ta  WBimmtA  m  Spattiiih  eocbty,  except  with  publb  abcii.  f^r.  Vieni 
^Ao  hrtd  iliii  inawpfafiili  gj  aSuia  In  Spain  previoudy  ^  fab  Lori* 
•lu^  b  wbdi  eeteBaied  lijaU  lSc»  tnhalwtsnts;  but  Lord  Hdfand* 
fay  fais  benevbleiice,  his  amoable  monncra,  his  good  sense,  and  the 
interest  he  felt  in  t  very  thing  that  concerned  the  welfare  of  Spain, 
wa8  idolized,  and  contributed  not  a  little  to  establish  the  high  cha- 
racter which  tlie  English  have  acquired. 

The  X'resident  of  the  Junta,  chosen  in  the  room  of  Count  Alta- 
Viin,  b  Revero,  the  auxiliaxy  Archbishop  of  Seville,  a  man  of  low 
fl^gin,  and,  it  is  said,  of  a  contracted  and  bigoted  turn  of  mind. 
He  reeidea  IK  tbe  archbpBBoapal  palaoe,  where  he  b  awToaiided  by 
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Iii0  giMudB)  lad  waindunit'  etate  of  a  moiiMbb*  Whoi  I  viaited 
him,  about  six  o'dock  in  the  eveiuiig,  bis  apartmenti  ware  CMwded 
■with  a  m>xtaf«  of  prieata,  aecl>eter^e<^  aodinUifMy  cffieeia..  I  waa 
told  he  waa  employed  in  tua  iprnate  devotioDa,  and  that  when  ihtf 

were  finished  I  might  be  iutroduced.  Afber  waiting  half  an  hoar, 
one  of  hit-  <  luijikilns  ushered  me  into  his  pRteinjt'  ;  his  ikportment 
was  gnive  aiul  dlgiiificil,  aiid  liis  conversation  decisive  and  intelli- 
gent. I  had  a  second  iiiu  rview  the  next  day;  and  left  him,  with  the 
impression,  that  though  lie  may  have  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
government  by  intrigue,  he. ia  a  man  who  loves  his  country,  and 
dateata  the  f  ceoch.  He  has'  a  country-house  at  St.  Juan  de  Alia- 
ladtoi,  a  .£bw  miles  from  Seville,,  where; .he.  in^tly  indulges  in  a 
game  at  omlwe  with  hia  own  eoiyJiinan'  and  a  aMtchintfa  olok  wjbo 
fiira  in  the  aaua'^viUbge;  ao  OMily  allied,' in  fliia  ooontiy,  b  dignily 
kiipdilic  jbo  irtilganAy  in  private. 

I. '  On  my  mtum  htm  Seville,  orar  the  plaso,  I  aaw  vavy  nnmeimai 
l^pqltaQf'baetaida  j  but  thoogh  I  attempted  to  ahoot  them  I  wia  nn- 
aliGpeaafhl  J.I  baliaye  my  eye  wna  deod^,  in  eatimaiting  die  jfialnnoe; 
by  the  tfaikeparency  pf  die  atmosphere,  raid  that  I  fired  wlien  too 
remote  from  my  object  '  I  flaw  a  gnat  iramher  'of  ploveie ;  bat  they 
yvere  BO  shy,  that  it  Was  impossible  to  get  withinr  shot  of  them. 

Between  I^ehjixa  and  Xercs  I  met  some  p;irties  of  recruits  going 
to  the  army  i  tliey  were  tied  togetiier,  and  ^uarJ*  d  by  lancemen  on 
honvchack  ;  and  at  Xcres  I  found  the  voluntetrs  on  guard  at  the 
prison  over  others  who  were  to  be  marched  forward  the  next  day. 
I  do  not,  however,  infcir  £ram  thia,  that  the  young  men'aie  general]^ 
diaiocK^igd  to  the  aervioe :  on  tba  confniy,  they  have  nawdly 


tfl 

tVe 

ated 
pen- 


•am 

Ml 

iBni 


irly 


;  Digitized  by  Googl( 


in 


>■  -4 


LtfFTBBSi  rROM  S^AIN.  ' 


tfl 


enlisted  very  reaHily;  but  the  late  reveraes,  and  the  reports  of  the 
inattention  of  the  Junta  to  the  comforts  of  the  soldters,  circulated 
among  the  peasantry',  have  somewhat  damped  their  zeal,  and'reii> 
dned  force  necessary  to  carry  forward  the  requisition. 

Beii^  dedrous  of  accepting  the  invitatibn  of  Mr.  John  Grordon' 
to  puaaome  time  at  Xeres,  I  availed  myself  of  this  op^rbinity  to 
■ee  the  remarkable  diings  in  that  ^hiee.   Thit  Boman  walls  are  in 
|;ood  pcoBcmtioik ;  thlej  idivida  -tlie  lAv  iiroin  «he  old  dty,  and  are 
•e  tfaitik  Aat  the 

whioH  tbcy  convert  into  odlan,'  The  -pitt«ih  ,<iiiii«&  de-fliidpt  Jagoi 
bdlt  in  die  year  1003,  w  a  fine  pik  of  Gothic  aNhitMtMj'aa'Wen 
aa  tlia  ehnreli  of  St  Marie  'and  AatioF  St  MaCtbeir ;  hat  mweof  ihtm 
«mitaia  any  ptetoiea  or  atetoes'  deiernng  die  ai^hlcet  nodee.  IW 
finest  religious  buiUGng  it  13^  eboidi  of  St.  Midiad,  and  its  tmwer 
is  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  Greco»Rbman ;  Ate  altar  is  peculiarly 
beautiful,  and  is  tonsuJerctl  one  of  the  best  works  of  I^trruguete. 
In  the  church  of  the  Capuchins  there  are  some  fine  portraits  of 
Saints,  bv  Zuharan. 

Aliout  t\Mi  itilles  from  Xeres  stands  the  most  celebrated  convent 
in  Spain  belonging  to  the  Carthusians,  who  are  of  noble  ^luilies, 
and  carry  their  devotion  so  far  as  to  make  vows  of  perpetual  silence 
and  meditation.  The  building  is  very  magnificent ;  it  is  in  the  Gothic 
Style ;  and  was  built  in  IS/l*  The  ckiueh  of  this  convent  is  deoo- 
lated  with  soma  fine  statocs,  lepKsenfiiijg  die  Crnctflxioii  and  tiba 
Ascension,  die  work  of  Juan  Marlines  Montanes.  Hie  best  painting* 
of  ^ubosan  are  in  this  boilding;  and  the  number  is  so  ffwi  dwt  I 
have  fingotten  most  of  them :  bat  the  Grewncision,  theNativitj,  and 
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the  Wise  Men's  OiFering,  appealed  to  me  ixmaikably  fine;  the 
figures  are  as  large  as  life ;  and,  in  spite  of  the  sombre  hues  o£  that 
artist,  the  pictures  have  a  ycpj  striklnc;  effect. 

.  I  had  a  fine  prospect  of  the  surrounding  country  from  a  new  house, 
which  Mr.  Gordon  is  building  in  the  middle  of  a  vineyard,  just  above 
the  city :  the  scene  is  well  wooded  with  olive-trees,  and  the  fields  art 
in  nudl  dknuaoa,  with  hedges  of  tlie  opontia  and  aloe.  The  view 
ostendi  tp  the  gronai^  aboot  St.  Lncer,  which  at  a  dietaiioe  appear 
Iwnta^  tinet  beiiig  pnined,  at  thn'acaiOD,  doae  to  the  ttoeke} 
MdMfiriimpBtlMotjbCti^eQeiiecoiwplaintl^  of  the  bay  cf 
Cbdii^  Willi  thtt  city  at  a  dktaoca ;  atSU  wutt,  die  citiee  of  HtHm, 
Pwr(»  Bed,  SMm  MnM»  Sb  Lnean  Rdte,  me  in  ancce«eicHi» 
yrbale,  just  beneiAh,  XeiRS,  witb  Its  leAy  towera  and  eMgiufiflent 
«£fi0Bt»  completea  the  attnetiohe  of  thia  nioet  enchanting  spot 

At  the  end  of  die  dty  is  a  place  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
representing  the  eulKnugs  oi  our  ivaviour.  These  places  are  common 
in  all  the  towns  ami  vlHagea,  They  usually  consist  of  seven  crosses, 
placed  on  an  ascending  ground ;  and  at  Easter,  pictures  are  hung;  on 
them  representing  the  different  parts  of  the  Passion.  They  are  called 
jCalvarios,  and  sometimes,  as  in  this  instance,  have  chapels  in  which 
mass  is  oelelnrated.  This  mode  of  teaching  the  fiustB  of  the  Gospel 
History  is  earned  so  far,  that  persons,  who  have  made  vows  vi 
pil($rimage,  repair  to  thfeae  CBlvaiios,  and,  in  their  own  penona, 
exhibit  li»  poatince  in-  wUeh  Gliiiat  ja  anppotod  to  have  anf- 
ftted.  •  . 

I  apent  too  much  tame  at  Xena  to  nmain  hog  at  St.  Maiy'ai* 
Iteokaboa^  awweed  the  hey,  and  amved  hoie  yesfevday  at  nooa 
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ConsicleTable  apprehensions  have  hem  entertimied  Test  an  epidemie 

fL\  er  should  break  out,  similar  to  that  wliicli  has  frequently  prevailed 
on  this  coast ;  but  the  hi.'avv  rains  have  in  some  measure  dispelled 
those  fears,  though  several  have  lately  died  with  the  worst  symptoms 
of  the  disease.  Tlie  dead  are  Interred  at  a  cemetery',  without  the 
walls,  about  a  mile  from  the  city.  The  last  time  the  fever  raged 
here,  Solano,  at  that  tnne  Governor,  carried  a  pcnnt  oi  imjportanca 
he  had  Irnig  meditated,  the  preventing  interments  within  die 
dmrches;  and  all  now  qmelly  acqmesce  in  a  regulation  whidi,  even 
ia  a  moment  of  terror,  vnm  adopted  irith  rdnetasMew  Coffin*  am  aal- 
ddida  used;  and  the  eoipee,  which  la  dressed  in  the  garment  of  die 
deeemed,  m  oonveyed  to  the  gmt<a  on  a  hier,  with  Ae  ihoe  nneo- 
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LETTER  XXDL 

I8LA  DB  LEON  PANTHEON — PUENTE  DE  ZCARZOS  SALT  PITS— CHICLANA  

CAME— CORTOS — CHURCH  OF  ST.  ANNA — ,MIN£EAL  SPRINGS  AT  CHICLANA 
—CHRISTMAS  PARTY— SI  KOLUNC  PLAYERS. 

CADIZ,  DEC.  1809. 

I  HAVE  been  •peadiiig amne  dap  at  Cfaiclutt,  adetightful 
pkoej  about  uxleen  nUeh  hmce,  when  the  memliants  of  tlus  oily 
hftve  Hieir  ooantry  faouaes.  We  woDt  in  a  berlin>  with  four  good 
honee.  Hie  road  b  very  fine,  and  is  raieed  on  a  poxapet,  with  the 
flea  on  both  «ide»s  on  the  kft  die  bay  of  Cadis,  and  on  the  right  tiie 
main  ocean,  with  the  shore  stretching  towards  Cape  Tmfidgar. 

In  two  hours  we  reached  tlie  Isla  de  Leon,  a  atj  containing  be» 
tween  forty  and  fifty  thousand  inhabitants ;  but  from  its  extent,  in- 
cluding St.  Carl  I  S,  capable  of  liolding  double  that  number.  The 
streets  arc  ^^ule,  the  houses  large,  and,  like  otlier  Spanish  towns, 
it  displays  a  mixture  of  grandeur  and  j)overty,  quite  charac- 
teristic of  the  nation.  As  place  is  soon  destined  to  become  the 
seat  of  goverument,  I  saw  it  with  more  interest  tlian  it  would  other- 
wise have  excited.  It  is  at  present  inhabited  chiefly  by  officers  of 
the  navy,  and  by  diiFerent  persons  employed  in  the  dock-yard  of  the 
Cacaccas;  bat  the  ea^eeted  convocation  of  the  Cortes  has  iocieased 
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the  imit  oir  iMUBes  m»  nnioh',  that  ^the  present  inhabttante  wiU  aoon 
be  under  the  neoesnty  of  lenKmng  to  cheaper  habitatioiit. 

I  visiteil  the  principal  church,  which  is  as  eleg<int1y  deoomtod  SB 
the  religious  edifices  in  Spain  usually  are  ;  but  what  principally  at- 
tracted my  attention  was  the  rep<witory  for  the  dead,  which  ia  cidled 
the  pautheou.:  it  is  an  open  court,  ot  ;in  oval  form,  with  a  cor- 
ridor, built  on  arches  and  supported  by  pillars  ;  and  in  the  walls, 
which  are  of  a  competent  thickuesa,  are  receptacles  for  the  remains  of 
the  clergy.  These  niches  resemble  the  mouths  of  ovens,  whicli  after 
tiie  tnterroent  are  closed  with  brickwork.  I  counted  five  hundred 
of  these  [^ces,  all  of  which  were  filled ;  and  I  was  told,  that  when 
a  prieat  died,  tbe  bodiee,  which  bad  been  longest  depteited  theve^ 
were  removed  to  make  room  for  the  new  occupier* 

The  end  oi  the  Ida  de  Leon,  towards  die  Continent  is  femarliabl j 
strong,  botkbj  nature  and  ar^  and  may  be  oonsiderad  as  one  of  the 
princ^Mldefenessof  Ca£s.  Ilianwngable  lifer  Sitntt  F^Ut  intenects 
the  land,  and  is  crosBed  by  a  bridge,  flanked  wilh  batteries,  and  de- 
^c>»^  by  gun-boats.  The  vulgar  opinion  is,  that  diis  brid|^,  called 
Puenteide  Zuarao,  was  built  by  Julius  CSmar,  and  every  one  assured  me 
that  tiiis  was  the  &ct  Ab6ve  water  it »,  however,  evidently  of  mo* 
dem  constmctidn;  and  though  Ocampo  asserts  it  was  built  by  Cor- 
nelius Balbo  the  younger,  seventeen  years  before  the  Christian  era,  yet 
Antonio  Pouz,  the  most  accurate  Spanish  author,  disco\  cred  at  Se- 
govia an  inscription  which  ascribes  it  to  a  Dr.  Sanchez  Zuar/.  who 
died  iu  that  city  in  1437-  It  Is  more  than  probable,  that  «he  RnnKuis 
erected  a  bridge  at  tliis  spot,  as  it  is  the  only  point  coti Meeting  the 
island,  on  which  Cadiz  stands,  with  the  Continent,  and  therefore  it 
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unut  at  al&  tinM  hm  hum  %  port  «f  cwwMepW»  injlHli|)  Int 

portanoe. 

The  nwl  beyond  die  bcvlge,  i9ia^  d»rough  napliMk  w^ich, 
«jocept  by  ijhSa  causeway,  are  impassable,  and  it  it  iii;tene^ed  by  two 

deep  rivets.  The  whole  country  is  filled  with  salt-pita,  in  %vluch 
the  heat  of  the  suu  makes  m  ha^t  is  called  the  bay-salt,  wKicli  is  of 
such  great  importaiiee  to  tile  commerce  ot  Cadiz.  This  salt  is  s,up- 
to  be  stronger  than  any  other ;  and  the  curers  of  Irish  pi»- 
visiotvs  have  such  stoong  prejudices  in  its  favour,  that  when,  during 
the  last  session  of  parliameatj  an  nttampt  «M  suule  to  |^ve  the 
•alfc-rduiMrs  of  Cheshim  ao  equal  chance  of  competition  witk  the 
inporteia  Pbitngaeie  and  ^'pr'**'**  ialt,  iJ^  Inalk  nimhiiw  all 
opposed  it  BHMt  vebemfHUly,  and  Aa  meanra  was  la  nnwaaqnaiifn 

llura  oaanot  Wa  BMR  unfiiwided-pKjiidioa  Aai^ 
aaperiaiily  of  Spaabb  ovt».B^g^  wdk,  i£llM  piooMaof  oanpoprarinq 
^ea»  on  slowly,  ai  it  toast  naceiwcSiy  do  when  perfbraMjl  Wytha 

power  of  the  sun  alone :  the  crystals  af«  fiiraaed'very  large,  and  ilia 
6120  d(  ponds  more  on  the  slowness  of  the  operation  than  on  the  strength 
of  tile  brine  ;  and  the  bay-salt  made  in  Cheshire,  by  applying  a  small 
portion  of  heat  to  the  brine,  falls  in  crystals  equally  large  with  those 
fonaed  by  nature  in  the  pita  in  this  vicinity. 

The  qjjantity  of-  salt  collected  here  is  prodigious.  It  is  piled  m 
In^  heaps,  of  a  pytanudical  form ;  and  when  the  rain  has  faW&n 
upon  fheai  otioe,  tlie  beat  of*  the  san  again  ciystattizea  that  portion 
wiuflb  the  lain  had  mdted,  and  the  top  becomes  a  solid  cake  of  salt, 
houk  wbicb  (be  lain,  that  may  afteraraids  611,  is  earned  off  withon^ 
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f«mjtai«i«g  «r  dHM^i^  the  famp.   Biy-Mlfr  »  pfnwttod  to  be 

oported  on  tlie  payiMitt  of  a  vwy  triffiagvdnty ;  b«t  lliAt  ^rfnoh  k 
WBdftrllb^  cMiiiiqp^of  4]|B  boeoBM^  tlM  Mili}«ot  of  a 

of  mOI  ai  a  diitam       d»  a|Bn«,  on  «Uch  k  U  <;^^ 
appeiNrance  of  a  plain  eovtnd^  wiA  atona  VoSMinga,  in  diefMm  g«- 

ncrallv  of  pyramids^  but  uiixed  with  othara  qf  a  oabioal  abope,  widi 
^^\tin^  rooCl. 

entriiLice  to  Cliiclttoa  is  very  be<auui'ai  :  the  public  walk,  situ- 
by  the  side  of  gardens,  is  on  one  hand,  nnd  on  the  other  a  wood 
of  pines.  Thftse  trass  do  uot  aj^peas  to  giK>w  well  in  thi^  situation  ^ 
bl|t  the  li^edges  of  aloes,  covered  with  geranium  in  ftdi  bloooi,  have 
a  very  duurming  effebl.  C»birlmia  contaiiia  ab^  oi^t  thoanad 
VhriHttmhl  beaUba  tho  omaa^Kud  reaidaBta  hmfk  Cadia,  who  pati 

liaaaa^ 

l9io,^ffmtfl^  teagnpt  aaMiioaad€9uolaM»  tiw-tMltel^ 
ap4%^  9<3^<ll  IMba,  4hiea  iB^paea  dial^ 

^  un^te4  tha  tnf^  femDi^  of  Medina  S||iBnia  md  Madina  Calr, 

wbcOAe  joint  pp«|ie9aioB»  probably  exceed  llioia  of  any  adbfeet  m 

j^unopc.  The  estates  are  let  to  tenaints  on  leases,  the  dnratioQ  oif 
which  never  exceeds  nine  years  and  eight  months,  a  period  much 
too  short  for  the  ocoupiers  of  houses^  who  coiiaequent Iv  neglect  all 
su^bst^ti^  iippro^e^veats.    Many  of  the  teaaata  pay  thei(  rents  in 
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nooey  tune  dblSged  to  pay  it  monthly.  Htbet  ai«  nmveisaUy  pud  la 
kind  t^ioiiglKRit  this  di^fricL 

There  wtt  no  ganeolawa  in  Spun,  nor  oould  ai^  pownr  enforae 
mich  laws  were  they  enaeted.  BVeiy  man  in  Spain  carries  hU  'gnn: 
when  he  goes  from  home*  Hie  %iamefds  are  all  cxeelknt  marks-' 
men,  and  the  kind  of  defence  best  adapted  for  Spain  depends  much' 
oil  tlieir  skill  in  this  respect.  The  parties  of  guerrillas  formed  over 
the  country  are  vtiy  numerous,  and  by  intercepting  dispatches,  and 
cutting  off  supplies,  have  annoyed  the  French  more  than  the  ret^ular 
troops.  Had  game-laws  been  established,  and  the  peasantry*  prolii- 
Ittled  from,  carrying  fowling-pieces,  the  country  would  not  have' 
made  the  resintanoe  to  die  French  which  has  so  frr  OKgeeded  that 
n^mdi  they  have  ea^picienced  in  otbor  couhtries.  ' 

I^MAigll  a]l,UP&f«fmitted  to  kill  game^  there  are  ektensive  pre* 
•em,  eaUedCotftos,  heUiipng  to'the  kiiig,  and  toeease  of  the  nobilityV 
which  are  |Mwilected  by  privilegies  similar  to  oar  right  of  free*wnmB.' 
The  Dtoktt  of  Medink  Cdir  has  ioaw  ^  cntisidMile  domains  of 
tlua  lond;  eiie  stenated'on  ihe  hanks'  of  die  Chiadalquivir^  escfiendtng' 
neerly  twenty  miles,  and  a  sinaller  oiie,  a  ffjw  miles  firom  Chiclana, 
where  I  have  been  tb  ei^y  a  day's  sport,  hut  the  weather  was  so 
hot  that  the  scent  would  not  lie  oil  the  ground  ;  and  the  Spanish 
pointers,  though  they  have  j^ood  noses,  are  so  ill  trained,  that  they 
are  never  steady,  nor  will  they  back  like  dogs  broken  in  England. 
There  is  abundance  of  game,  but  too  much  cover  to  course  or  hunt 
the  hare;  therefore  they  are  aU  killed  with  the  gan.  Partridges  of 
the  red-l^ged  kind  an  hi  great  plen^  j  bat  there  are  no  pheasants, 
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In  odd  wearier  the  woodcodLS  make  their  appearance  in  .gnttt 
uniBbaBf  and  there  are  pleaty  «£  anipeii:.  xablnte  aho  ai«  veiy 
ooounoD. 

Our  road  to  the  Corto  was  impanaUe  fiir  a  eernge;  hones 
were  not  to  beproenred;  die  diatance  was  too  great  to. walk; -and 
our  party  therefore  aoooimiiodated  tbeniaelTeft.  to  the  cnatbiDa  of  the 
oovmtxy,  and  trayelkd  on  aasesy  which  we  fovnd,  after  a  little  prac* 
tice,  very  servioeable  animals. 

On  the  top  of  a  hill,  of  a  conical  form,  situated  near  the  town, 
there  is  a  beautiful  circular  church,  dcdicutcd  to  St.  Auuu,  whence 
we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  aurrouiMlini!;  country  as  far  as  tlie  moun- 
tains of  Ronda  and  Bonio.  These  rnuiLiitains  are  now  covered  with 
auovv,  while  in  the  valleys  wc  have  liie  leuiperature  of  an  English 
May ;  the  orangt?,  lemon,  and  pomegranate  tiees  are  loaded  with  their 
lipe  fraits,  whicli,  together  with  the  deep  scarlet  flowers  of  the  ge* 
vamaaie»  abonndiiDg  in  the  hfldgto,  n^ve  aingiilajr  lichneM.ind  b^antf 
to  Ifie  aeeoery.  '    '     !     ■  ,  •  ,  ; 

I  went  to  a  minerel  .ifring  diat  has  aoqiuEad  gnat'  tMmtf 
thioaghout  Andalusia  &r  tfaecnte  of  all  enfaaeooa  diseases,  and 
disordow  of  the  atomAoh ;  die  taste  is  very  nanaeoiiB»  hepar  of  aul- 
fihur  evidently  predomiaatea ;  .hnt  a  phyaidan,  vitfi'Whnn  I  obn* 
verted,  infanned  me  that  itoodiained  a  quantity  of  m^nesia  and 
sa^ihabe  <^  iron;  from  die  same  aodiority  I  learnt  that  aU  die  hills 
in  the  vicimty  of  CEhiclana  abound  with  mineral  springs  of  various 
kinds  which  liuve  never  yet  been  analized,  hut  which  he  administers 
wiUi  prodig'ious  success  in  various  diseases.  He  is  an  old  man, 
vwy  gamUous,  food  of  displaying  his  wooderlul  ctures,  and,  like  a 
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trae  <]ttack>  keeps  secret  the  effects  of  the  di&ient  tpiing^,  vA 
ttncrti  that  no  pereon,  without  his  ins^vctions,  could  employ  iliem 
with  any  snocesa.  He  is  completely  ignocant  of  chemistiy,  and  haa 
iitlifc  taf  BO  ac^waiBtawda  wiA  the  taonnniwwat  tfeAaa  of  liik  aejeiBea;  and 
^lna|iractkei»imy ClKtennm  Aa frrtaa lean jodge, the praetiea 
«f  phyaie m Spate  n  ala'vei^  low «M>$  ihe  people  luwe  moie  o»fi* 
denoe  ia  ^heir  fdi^^oaa  chaniiB  ihao  m  the  beat  physictan,  aood  a 
pfoeewioin  to  a  celefacated  akriney  or  a  :vOw,  to  preeent  aa  offenn^  ti6 
aeme  &f<Darite  iaint,  is  more  felied  oa  than  iuiy  prescription.  The 
old  doctor  of  Chiclana,  who  laughed  at  the  sc^rstition  of  his  pa> 
tientS)  told  mc,  with  a  smile,  tliat  to  women  in  labour  he  admluis- 
tered  the  water  at"  a  panicubr  ppring,  but  ahs-avs  added  to  it  a 
prayer  io  St.  Rjitnon  nonnatus,  upoii  vvtiom  uone,  in  that  situatioxi^ 
tailed  in  \-aia  who  called  wkh  confidence. 

We  had  yestirday  a  dHcafvl  ^^ristmas  diniier  with  Don  Anto'> 
PbllMi»>  iwfctt  pomiifli  taaa  of  ifae  best  hoaees  iaC^ieiftiMu  Ht 
ia  a  giaat  inrtnoao^  and  haa  a  good  coU^stko  of  Bomin  antiqidliea} 
■iioiig«dla%  tBfca*lbind,abB«l:  iwealy  faet  ^ndcr  .gvtand 

nelfftlntplMa.  itwaa  pBdnohaoBdiiyattageiitof  BwfBiipa^ 
pluik^d  Bp  t*  hevoanreyed  to  Flria  wbsii  lihfc  fCTolniion  bndte  o«^ 
Mid  iL  pBiaiffI  iritB  Ihn  Iniiiili  nf  r™  ftntffnh  It  skAjprtlianlfe* 
librtlMad^M^  tod^oiitfiiteof  tfie^pteaSawaUmo^  Oar 
paity  contaifited  of  tfsit^)  and  IWMB  nrtSrely  jSpanish,  wiA  the  ex* 
ieptlon  <.>f  Mr.  Ridout  and  invself.  Among  the  party  wefe  the 
CJonde  <le  PlJur,  the  Cbnde»sa,  and  theilr  daughters,  who  are  amia- 
ble, sensible,  and  well-ljrcd  people,  Count  Cinco  Torres,  a  gambler^ 
trbo  had  fuined  himeelf  hy  high  pky  and  bull  figtits^  ood  w^ 
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exhibited  for  our  amusement  the  old  Spanish  mode  of  figfitirl^  with 
knives  and  swords,  and  Don  Diego  Colon,  a  nephew  of  Conde  de 
Pilar,  whom  I  had  frequently  met  at  Seville.  The  latter  is  a 
lineal  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Christopher  Columbus,  and 
added  to  our  hilarity  bv  composing  and  reciting  a  smart  poem  in 
eompliiBeat  to  tk«  pttEiotism  n£  his  ancle,  aad  the  hosptelity  of  ouk 
ho9t 

A  eoAiignij  of  strolling  playen  was  in  die  town,  and  most  of 
the  party  adjoomed  to  the  ;4lMatre.  The  acton  on  the  stage  at 
Gsas  may  be  emsUM  of  pure  Okstalian  ffB0f/ffhi» 

tions  iMit  these  petiple  spoke  tbe  pile^  of-  ^'iiiliiilMii^ii  ^inost 
m^r  numner.   'Bit  peiibniiance  Histbr^  ol 

Spain,  and  itas  a  sort  of  nuiative  of  the  period  ulien  tU  Moialv 
first  invaded  dutt  oonatry :  wife  of  ^lile  hdro  Don  Bodrigo^s'liAi' 
a  seal^ngwrnateh  mUh.  his  nistrees,  wfaM^i  so  wrought  upon  Uii  vlt^ 
toe,  that  hepronnsedto  beeoineagoodhiishaadmfiitiirBi  >A]t^' 
end  of  the  play,  the  hAy,  seated  astride  on  an  AnUnrian  hone, 
rode  into  the  pit,  through  a  passage  in  the  middle  of  it,  and  ad' 
vanced  to  the  orchestra,  and  there  made  a  most  flaming  oration 
against  the  invaders,  which  applied  as  well  to  the  Frendi  as  to. 
tiie  Moors,  and  weis  received  w^ith  great  applause. 

I  returned  from  Chiclana  this  morning,  and  shall  embark  for 
Gibraltar  to-morrow^ 
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fPAKlSa  CfUXACTEi  —  WANT  OF  CfmBfTJAtlON  —  HATRED  Of  THR  FBBICB— • 
VIXW  OP  TU£  PROBAiiLE  5TAT£  OF  SPAIN  HEREAFTER. 

CADis^  tmc  1809. 

t\\i<  f'Noittu]  penotl  you  naturally  exj)«ct  me  to 

say  aome thing  of  politics  j  but  thtt  trutk  io,  that  k  is  diificalt,  iar 
Wttch  a  shifting  scene  as  Spam  dispkys^  to  point  ««t'  aay  iiung 
which  the  oocttrrcnocs  of  the  nesit  dbf  nuiy  iwt  oooMMliet;  anA 
livlienthe  wide  field  a#  pefifeic*  hwcomo>  a  tepie  Iar  eofiwpaBdcnce,! 
it  ii  diffieidt  titf  ifiaB  ob  anj  ofa^  wfaieb  wHk  ^pftm  oqH^  intneit^ 
Nij^  to  the  veAdey  aAd  tlhe^iMitcfv 

There  in  the  n^ioriidL  ehaMMter  cS  Speui^  end  tniA^  ^liuab 
e^aally  pei*nUbs  all  dauMte  of  aooieAy;  aagmi&Dg,  I  eaneiife,  iv 
ifae  iinkileiiee  tifiiidi  a  waiir  oliiSBle^  and  llie  cemequeafly  ItectarieiHr 
Inhits,  prodtne:  tiae  tiknir  ia  tfle- illwat of  oBmlMnafieii^'the  abecnoe- 
of  armngcinent.  The  Spdniardir  are  breve,  iKrate,  patrent,  and 
fkttliiul ;  but  ull  their  characteristica  arc  insuhitetl ;  ail  their  exer- 
tions are  iutlividuah  They  have  no  idea  of  combrning,  eitlier  pub- 
licly or  privately,  in  a  manner  to  call  forth  tlieir  respective  talents, 
and  render  every  one  useful  to  tlie  common  cause. 

The  Germans  may  be  said  to  combine  too  .much,  and  the*  Spa- 
noaida  not  at  alL   In  my  jadgment  the  %»gii«h  haw  attained  the 
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proper  4MlK«in ;  itmi  eevturiy  ^  SpaniaidB  aie  deficient  m  -this 
Rq>ect,  and  to  this  defidency  dietr  levenes  imv]r«!^  be  aacribed.  If  a 

tm  an  expecKt3oD,'Ii1(e4m^  to  Algien  a  few 

years  ago,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  powder  would  be  conveyed 
iu  one  sbip,  and  the  balls  in  another ;  so  that  if  one  were  lost  or 
delayed  the  other  \roul(i  prove  useless ;  nor  ^  ould  k  be  uiiliktily  to 
happen  in  their  army,  that  bail -cartritlgcs  might  be  tlelivered  to  the 
soldiers  for  a  review,. and  hlank'cartridges  for  actual  eerrioe}  for  i 
have  seen  errors  oommitted  equally  egregious. 

Nothing  is  ikHire  certain  than  that  the  Spanish  nation,  gcne- 
nlfy,  u  mued  to  madness  against  France;  few  are  to  be  found 
ttho  'irattld  not  lA^llliiigly  pkmge.a  dagger  into  tiie  bieaat  of  a 
Vrenchman  ^enever  Ae  aoearioa  might  ofierj  but  'diere-js  no 
goranmeot,  no  rvS&ng  mind,  to  eonoentnite  tiiia  nmvenal  foeEiig : 
-whatever  is  done  by^Spaniarda  is  individual  eflfort,  not  omnbineld 
exertion ;  and  when  they  have  attempted  military  operations  on  a 
great  scale,  tiiey  faave^  been  uniformly  unsneeeflsfal :  iStuif  have  only 
<dioaen  the  vmmg  means  of  war&re  ;  and  even  ahould  their  annws 
be  dispersed,  and  their  strong  towns  taken  ([events  which  I  anticipate} 
the  invaders  will"  be-so  iarfivm  conquest,  that  n  vrariare  will  com- 
mence of  the  most  destructive  species  for  France,  and  the  most  secure 
for  Spain  :  then  will  those  c onHii  hcgin  in  which  individual  exertion 
is  every  thing,  and  conibin  ition  unnecessary.  From  the  defiles  and 
»  mouiitaitis,  where  tbcy  will  reniam  sheltered  and  concealed  till  oppor- 
tunities offer,  the  Spaniards  will  harass  and  massacre  the  French  in 
detail ;  they  will  prevent  all  intercourse  between  the  different  towns; 
they  will  stop  onltivation  in  the  plains  ;  and  perhaps,  after  years  cf 
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confunoa  and  bloodalMdy  drive  the  Frendbi  ob  ikKy-igtailb^  iad  die 
Moon,  from  <]mr  mhI. 

Eveiy  load  circamstMice  In  hmm  of  the  Sfpainavb  in  diisldiid 
of  warfiaw.  The  roads  are  passable  only  for  mnleai  hat  no  wheel- 
carriages  can  tmvd  to  die  interior.  Hie  ^nUeja  hetween  tiieae 
moontaiqa  jidd  ahnoat  ^ntaneootly  all  ttwt  a  Spaniard  reqoirea ; 
the  .dlmate  ia  ao  fine  tint  the  poaHuatry  scarcely  atuid  in  need  of 
hdlHtatiom ;  and  the  flocks  of  sheep  irill  supply  them  with  akina  for 
clothing  without  the  aid  of  manufactures. 

Tliere  arc  few  \  )llaij;cs,  or  even  solitaiy  houses,  iii  ijpuiu  ;  almost 
all  the  people  live  in  tOM  us,  wliich  are  at  a  great  distance  lioin  rach 
other,  and  the  fields  consequently  remain  uncultivated,  except  in  the 
vicinity  of  these  to^\•us  ;  to  this  may  be  added,  that  the  bpaniards 
are  of  all  men  the  most  frugal  and  moderate  in  their  subsistence ;  a 
bunch  of  grapes,  or  a  melon,  witJi  g^uciic,  suffices  tbon^  and  thej 
want  no  other  drink  but  water. 

Their  animosity  to  the  French  is  inflamed  to  madness;  and  their 
lage,  fiuy,  and  rsvengefol  pasaiooa  will  bom  irith  increaaed  ardow 
ea  the  memy  oontimie  tbor  depredationB.  I  have  said  enough  to 
shew  you  my  opinion  on  the  lutme  state  of  Spain:  at  present  the 
defeat  of  Are  isaga  has  cast  a  gloom  ow  <he  prospects  of  die  prin- 
Icged  orders  of  aodety :  dieee  may  be  swept  away ;  but  the  Spamsh 
people,  the  peasantry  and  the  ouidmtois»  wiU  leniin  and  will  uld- 
matdiy  triumph. 
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LBTTBR  XXXI. 

VOVMI  to  OIBlALTAft*«V|Eir  IN  tBB  cnAlVt'— VOHtmCAllOKB  —  St. 
IOOUBL's  GAVB— 'tOCK  tjf$  ^nULTiUt— Am— taSMAftV— COkOHBCB 

— ITRICT  BitciPLnn. 

GlBBALTAKj  DBC.  iSog. 

W^E  had  been  politely  offered  a  passage  to  this  place  by 
Cftptain  Hollingsworth  in  the  Minstrel  sloup  of  wat  ;  but  the 
Princess  Augusta  packet  being  ready  to  aiul  before  her,  iK  rlined 
the  offered  civility,  and  embarked,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  mortiing,  ou 
board  the  latter  vessel.  The  momiiig  was  £ue  and  the  wind  favour* 
able,  though  so  light  that  it  promised  a  long  passage.  We  saikd 
by  the  light-house  of  St  Sebastian,  by  the  Isla  de  Leon,  Chiclana, 
and  the  Corto,  vidiere  we  had  lately  passed  some  pleasaBt  days. 

At  dark  we  were  near  Cape  IVafidgar,  and  after  as  comfiatlable  a 
lug^t  as  a  ship  could  afford,  I  loae  at  day>bi«ak  to  view  the  Stnuts  of 
GihnltKTy  wludi  we  ware  just  enteriiig;  Hie  son  rose  andouded 
over  the  Ug^  moantMiia  of  Aldfia,  and  gave  a  fine  view  of  tfae 
magnifioent  hills  wbidbi  crown  Ae  vidni^  of  Taagiers.  One  of 
them,  called  Apes-hill,  towered  above  the  rest  in  mafestic  grandeur, 
and  prcsmted  to  the  sea  a  perpendicolor  fiont  of  rugged  cliff  oeaily 
a  mile  in  hdght.  The  view  on  die  left  of  the  strait  possessed  ooo- 
siderable  beauty^  but  of  a  spedes  less  sublime.  The  town  of  Tari£i, 
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oeUbmted  in  hbtoiy  u  die  spot  where  the  Moon,  who  conqvered 
SpoiD,  first  knded,  was  within  a  mile  of  m,  and  by  its  white  hoatety 
its  Moorish  c»sdt,  end  the  modern  Martello  towoe,  pfoduoed  a 
pleasing  effect. 

We  continued  coasting  with  a  iair  bat  gende  hteeae  through  the 
•trelts  till  aboat  tea  o'dook,  when  we  e|mied  the  bay  of  Gibrdtn', 

iand  caught  a  first  view  of  the  rock  with  its  fortifu  atu  us,  of  tho 
town  of  St.  Roque,  and  of  the  distant  mouiuuiuh  of  (iumada,  \\ith 
their  tops  covered  witli  snow.  The  climate  was  most  dellj^liitid,  the 
heiit  of  the  sun  was  sutHcIeatlj  tempered  by  the  breeze,  and  the  pic- 
turesque scenes  around  conveyed  the  mo$t  agreeable  sensations.  As 
we  advanced  into  the  bay,  the  town  of  Algeziras  appeared  in  sight, 
and  the  sublime  Trocha,  a  hill  of  pibdig^oos  height,  riekig  behind  it 
with  hght  white  doids  on  its  sunnnit,  produced  a  most  striking 
cfieet  Weimdionsd-in  the  hoy  vbont  twelve  o'cbiik,  and  hnded 
immediately. 

Afbti  Vwwm^'  8D  'long  the  'IbtiifieationB  of  Gadix,  -tiiose  «f 
Gibraltar  appMMd- deficient  in'hcanty,  and  had  even  an  air  of  mean- 
nessy  wmeh,  however,  is  amply  ceonpentated  by  the  snpeiioritjr  of 
thmr  oonstrnctieii*  'The  bay  was  filled  with  ccnnmercial  and  wailike 
ships,  and  among  the  rest  two  Portuguese  men  df  war  stationed  here 
to  watch  the  Algerines,  with  whom  at  present  Portugal  is  in  a  state  of 
hostility-  When  the  whid  is  westerly  these  ships  j-emain  in  the  bay, 
because,  at  such  timei>,  they  know  the  iVlgerines  will  not  attempt  to 
paw  the  straits  ;  but  whenever  the  wind  blows  from  the  east  rhey  go 
to  sea,  and  cruize  in  the  mouth  of  the  strait,  to  prevent  their  eueinie^ 
Irem-  passing  into  the  oceaai. 
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I  was  fortunate  ia  fijuiing  at  Gilmiltar  two  higlily  valued  friends, 
to  whose  civ-ilities  T  hare  b«en  m\ich  indebted,  Genenil  Fra«*er  the 
Lieuteuaiit  Governor,  and  Captain  l>oo  nelly  who  has  the  command  of 
the  ships  of  war.  After  the  time  I  have  passed  in  Spain,  to  fall  again 
into  FF>g*i*h  society  and  English  comforta  is  an  indescribable  hixwy* 
To  %  person  coming  £rect  from  England,.  Gibraltar  wiU  not  appear  a 
wry  plmng  plMs  of  lesidaiMe^  but  aiibar  pnihig  n  few  wmtho  in 
-dtebettdiietcfSpunkafpcanapwrMliaa.  . 

TUa  plaoi  is  w  ivdL  fcatwa>  and  bnoi  m»  oAm  deacabeii^ 
thafrl  have  ftv nlMBBvartiewi to  nafae  whidi  h*vo  «oy  prefwiiMa  to 
novdtj:  Ae  pdndipal  battwko  tie  cmwitedj  umI  tioiunja  am 
amitnotad  ^dun  tban  to  pimeaft  dia  nniclucf 'wbibfa  nugfatt  aasa 
fioin  this  explosion  of  sfattUs.  The  principal  strength  of  the  place 
depends  on  the  shortness  of  the  line  of  defence,  and  tlie  prodigious 
flunking  fires  wiuch  uiiiy  amioy  iin  enemy  from  the  projecting  parta 
of  the  rock  on  the  north-east.  The  nioat  extraordinary  works  are 
tlic  (^llcries,  excavated  from  the  solid  rock,  in  which  loop-holes  are 
ibrmed  for  the  reception  of  cannon  of  large  calibre  thee^  guns  are 
pointed  to  the  narrow  causeway,  which  alone  gives  a  passage  to  the 
town ;  but  the  most  striking  part  of  the  galleries  is  that  called  St 
George's  Qiapel,  which  is  scooped  oat  of  die  solid  vodl  about  four 
hundBsd  fiwt  above  the  Jevd  of  tbe  sea,  and  ts  fiUad  widi  esnnon. 
OMTtlus,  lITdlia's battel;  ksitiiiMrbaviiigkaaita)^ 
dM  Mina  diiaodon.  On  a  lofd  wtdi  tba  ,enliaiioe  is  pUoed  anntber 
batleff  aaOed  lb«'X>«vii'a  toi^e,  wbicb  flanks  the  entnnce^  and  on 
T^tbkbjdnnk  Im  toiddMt,.«Mhi^^  m%kt 
ba  brought  to  boar  on  any  sHaating  enoHy. 
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The  whole  rock  is  lined  with  butteries,  at  the  water's  edge,  from  the 
land  gate  to  Europa  point ;  yet,  this  being  deemed  the  weakest  part 
of  the  fortress,  was  that  oti  w  liich  the  attack  was  made  in  the  last 
memorabie  siege.  The  Spaniards  hoped  to  silence  and  level  these 
forts  by  their  floating  Ijatteries,  and  then,  with  an  army  of  thirty 
thousand  men  which  they  had  embarked  on  board  small  cnifit  at 
Algesinw,  to  carry  the  fortress  by  stonn.  The  gaUant  IMifft  fat  a 
long  time  vm  doabtM  of  the  iasie  of  tbe  contest,  til^  aboat  dixee 
o'doidk  on  the  day  of  attadi,  when-  the  effect  of  Ae  ted  hot  diot  npon 
Ae  floating  hnttaries  began  to  be  dtaeovered,  by  the  emoke  whush 
faioke  HbrA  socoeflnvely  from  ihosa  tiemendous  engioofl,  foSUnroiAij 
folumee  of  flame,  which  anooimced  the  dreadlbl  eacploaion  that  abortlj 
tenmnated  the  temfic  oonfiust. 

An  attack  upou  Gibraltar  woold  at  present  require  long  and' 
expensive  preparations;  the  traverses  by  which  the  enemy  made  their 
approaches  are  now  all  destroyed,  and  their  traces  alone  are  visible 
•n  the  sand  of  the  neutral  ground,  Tlie  Spanish  hncs  are  in  a  bad 
state  of  repair,  and  the  two  forts  on  them  will  be  blown  up  if  the 
Fieoch  penetaate  into  Andalusia.  The  cannon  which  were  placed  in 
iheae  ibrts  and  on  the  lines  have  been  transported,  since  the  revolu- 
tion, to-Valentia  and  other  parts  of  the  coast,  and  the  roads  by  vMsk 
storSs  were  conveyed  to  the  attack  are  so  decayed,  that  great  r^airs 
are  necsssaiy;  When  iiia  present  revolution  broke  oat,  and*  the 
Spanish  nation  began  to-annagsinBt  Francs,  agrsatscsici^  of  am- 
wmition  was  felt,  bat  a  large  quanti^  of  gwnpowdcr  and  of  bdS 
cartridges  was  dissovered  in  tiie  two  flwts  before  Gibrsksr,  wludi 
hffd  hstu      there  ever  sisBe  tiw  siege-  of  that  Ibflress:  tbb  wan. 
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ImnnMBafftly  canMttod  to  the  pnbUe  aertioe,  and  it  tlod  principally  to 
have  contribated  to  the  captore  of  Dupoot'tt  anny  at  Baylen.  Tfaaie' 

is  hi  Spain  such  a  scarcity  of  seasoned  timber,  adapted  for  artillery 
carriages,  that  a  quantity  which  had  remained  here  ever  since  the 
siegf,  has  been  ordered  to  be  removed  to  Seville,  to  fuxnish  tbi« 
necessary  material  for  the  guns  cast  at  that  place. 

Our  friend  lieutenant  MiteheL  o£  the  artillir>'  ha^  been  my 
Ciceroni  at  Gibraltar,  and  I  have  prevailed  on  liim  to  acooaHiHoy 
Mr.  Ridout  and  myself  in  our  intended  tour  to  Malaga,  Granada, 
wd  Rooda;   We  have  asecnicled.  togetbw  to  the  top  of  the  xock  in 
4|ie  Ugheat  port,  and  went  on  honelnck  aa      aa  the  honea  could 
vasoA;  the  aervants  tiiah  condoeled  Aem'  to  the  other  tade,  where 
we  were  to  meet  diein.    The  oibject  nwBt  wordiy  of  nodoe  ie 
St  Midoael'a  cave,  abottt,ha]f  way  up  the  rock,  die  road  to  which  ia 
good,  though  it  ia  hoonded  upon  one  aide  by  a  tremendoos  precipice. 
Theeotranoe  to  this  cave  is  by  anatonl  ezeavatiMm,  about  thbty  feet  in 
breadth  and  tvvcntY-fi\c  in  height.   It  is  full  of  stalactites  of  a  large 
size,  which,  desceuditig  from  tlie  roof  and  resting  on  the  floor,  liuve 
the  appearance  of  pillars  constructed  for  its  support.    As  we  were 
not  provided  with  torches  we  could  not  descend,  but  Mr.  Mltchel, 
who  had  explored  it  before,  had  penetrated  four  huniUed  feet  by  a 
gradual  descent  through  apartments  of  natural  arches  in  variona 
directions,  supported  by  similar  columns  of  stalactites. 

From  St.  Michael's  Gave  we  ascended  to  the  top,  and  bad  a  view 
fnAa  the  cliff,  which  ia  perpendiealar,  towards  the  MeditMianeanf  about 
one  thousand  duee  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of  the  aea.  Atowerha^ 
been  buik  at  ii»  highest  pdot»  widi  the  iatentioii  of  viewing  btm  it 
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die  motioM  of  the  ebips  in  tibe  bay  of  Oadi^  Im^  finm  Its  height  H 
hm  been  frequently  strack  by  lightning,  and  is  now  a  heap  of  rains. 
We  descended  the  rock  on  the  eastern  side  by  steps,  hewn  with 
much  labour  out  of  the  stone,  till  we  reached  a  email  Imttery,  whence 
u  path  wound  to  the  south  end  of  the  rock,  where  the  hones  were 
waiting  for  us. 

Tlie  upper  p  u  t  of  the  rock  of  Gibraltar  consists  of  excellent 
liaMfeNNp  resting  on  a  base  of  granite ;  the  crevices  of  the  rode 
was  the  resort  of  apes  of  a  large  size,  in  which  they  conceal 
themselves  when  the  east  wind  blows,  but  at  other  times  they  make 
their  appearmoe  in  eonsidenihle  numbers,  and  smnetimes  greatity 
inooounode  paseeogen,  by  roiUng  down  broken  fragments  of  the' 
lock.  No  one  is  pennitled  to  shoot  diem  s  indeed  the  stiicteat  ofdars 
aie  iflsoed  that  no  gnn  shall  be  fiied  on  the  roek,  whicli,  as  the  place 
aboniida  with  game*  proves  to  sportsmen  a  great  mortifiealiMi.  The 
view  firom  the  sunmit  is  very  extensive:  we  discerned  Apes-hill 
and  the  oontiguoQS  moantsins  in  Afiika,  and  die  Spanish  nioQntaaiis 
of  Ronda  and  Granida,  with  the  towns  of  Algewras,  Ximenes, 
St.  Roque,  Estepona,  aud  I\Iar\Lll;i,  Inu  the  counti-y  was  not  diver- 
sified with  tn  e?,  nor  adorned  wltli  vcnlaut  iieids. 

I  was  niucii  pleased  witii  ilie  houses  built,  for  some  of  tlie  officers 
of  the  ffonsoa,  towards  the  south;  the  naval  commissioner  espe- 
cially has  a  charming  residence,  i\m\  a  good  garden,  stocked  with 
every  species  of  tropical  fruit  The  first-rate  sodei^  in  GKbcaltar  is 
very  good,  and  a  taste  Ibr  eicganoe,  united  with  economy,  generally 
psevaib. 

A  public  library,  insdtated  by  the  kte  Mr.  FNt,  and  igumished 
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\Ath  a  valml^  ooDectien  of  books,  to  whidi  aU  Ae  military  have 

a.cces<,  forms  a  great  acquisition  to  the  garrison.  This  institution, 
together  with  the  sensililc  and  polite  conversation  of  the  engineer  and 
artillery  officers,  most  of  whom  are  men  of  education  and  liberal 
uuuds,  gives  a  tone  to  the  society  and  manners  wluch  ih  hit^hly 
i^gieeable.  Nothiogf  however,  can  he  more  mberable  than  the 
Upptunaoe  of  die  ctvil  inhahitants  of  the  town,  whether  Moon, 
SewB,  or  Chiistiaiu.  They  live  cronded  together,  in  hi^tAtions 
iMwnbliag  bwiMits  ndier  thaa  honies,  which  are  as  fii^j  as  their 

The  cominerce  of  Gihnltar  has  bean  ¥ei^  ooondemble  sutce  die 
cnanmwwiffiatioft  wiA  Spain  has  been  free  {  bat,  Uke  other  mariusta  in 
wnilar  cirenmalanoee,  it  is  now  so  ofvcrlaaded,  that  there  is  scavoely 
man  Sar  the  <varioas  oomnbditiea  ooQected,  and  serioua  fears  are  en* 
tertained,  that  if  a  si^^  Were  to  oonmenoe,  a  great  quantity  of  pn>« 
perty  must  be  sacriiiced  for  military  accommodation,  as  theru  arc  nei- 
ther ^turi -liuuses  sufficient  to  oontun  it,  nor  shipping  enough  to  con> 
vey  it  to  places  of  safety. 

Tiie  markets  of  this  place  are  weii  supplied  from  Spain  with 
every  kind  of  provision,  at  moderate  prices ;  and  a  considerBble  num- 
ber of  live  bullocks  are  brought  from  the  coast  of  Afirica,  which  con- 
tribute to  the  supply  of  the  garrison  j  bat  though  wheat  is  abandaat 
in  that  cotintiy,  their  Religion  aUowa  none  to  be  eaqpocted  for  the  vse 
of  Christians* 

A  rigid  discipline  is  kept  np  within  the  gairison:  on  poaon  can 
pass  through  eertsin  gstes^  nnlees  provided  with  a  passport,  and  the 
civil  inhabitant!  are  prohibited  walkiiig  the  etRcts  at  night  without  a 
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lanthorn.  Indecdj  ao  strict  are  die  ngaki&oiDBi  that  haiiog  dinad 
one  day  with  Captain  Donnelly  on  board  ibe  Lnindlde,  and  landed 
in  the  Dock-yard,  we  could  not  pass  the  gatesj  bat  weee  under  the  ne- 
ceanty  of  dimbing  over  the  wall  by  a  rope  ladder  to  get  to  oor  lodg- 
tnga.  We  shall  leave  this  place  to-morrow,  and  begin  our  Journey 
to  Mala^. 
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LETTER  XXXH. 

CARTEIA  —  ST.   ROatfE — ESTEPONA  —  ROAD   ALONG   THE  COAST  CITY  OF 

MARVELLA  —  VISIT  AMP  COMPUUfKTS  OF  TH£  CORREGIDOE  AND  Ali- 
CALOS  TANNEEY. 

MARVELLA,  JAN.  I8IO. 

By  means  of  my  ftiend  Mr.  Viale,  the  Sictiian  oonsuly 
w1k>  is  oooneetod  mth  tha  post-offioe  ia  Spwo,  we  had  Ured 
horaea  for  our  jonniey  to  Gnnada,  vihixAk  were  directed  to  meet 
11B  at  St.  Roque,  a  place  to  which  we  pvooeeded  in  the  after- 
noon, Afler  pasaog  the  linea,  we  left  the  aniient  dty  of  Garleia 
on  our  left:  scaicely  a  veatige  mm  lenuuna  of  that  odebmted 
city,  whidi  is  known  to  have  floudelied  the  Fhcemcians 

fint  tnided  with  Spain,  900  yean  before  the  hirth  of  Christ.  It 
was  conquered  by  the  Carthaginians  280  years  before  that  jura ; 
continued  a  naval  station  of  great  impurUuce  during:  tlie  civil  wars 
between  Caesar  and  the  Pompeys ;  and  was  the  place  trom  which, 
after  tlie  fatal  battle  of  Munda,  Cneius  Ponipey  escaped,  to  meet 
his  untimely  death  on  the  shore  of  Alicant  A  lai^  farm  house  is 
constructed  firom  the  rains  of  Carteia,  and  several  Roman  inserip- 
tions  have  been  discovered,  which  dearly  ascertain  its  scite. 

We  readied  St  Roqne  before  it  was  daik,  where  we  found  a 
posada,  equallhij^  in  cdoiifort  an  EogUflh  inn.   It  ia  the  reaoft  of  tlia 
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olfioen  firom  Gibraltar  who  maktt  exairaoiis  into  Spain;  and  dit 
boat  haa  leamt  from  hi*  vintoKa,  to  aooonunodaia  hiahouae  to  ^tuar 
halntay  for  which,  however,  he  takea  care  to  chaige  auffidently  Ugh. 

We  breakfaated  at  dz  o'clock,  and  were  on  honefaock  befiwa 
day-light;  fhe  tint  hour  of  our  journey  waa  oocapied  in  aaoendtjig 
a  barren  mountain,  with  no  object  to  intereat,  ezo^  the  more  lofty 
monntaina  at  a  diatanoe.  When  we  had  gained  the  snmmit,  and 
bc^n  to  descend,  the  country  became  more  agreeable ;  the  woods 
were  composed  of  various  shrubs  mingled  with  cork  trc«s,  which  ia 
fitnire  and  colour  resembled  oui  oaks,  but  arc  smaller  in  size  ;  and  the 
shrubs  and  plants,  by  their  various  hues,  added  cun  idi  rablv  to  the 
beauty  of  the  surrounding  country.  We  passed  some  verdant  meadows, 
ill  the  valleys,  in  which  a  few  substautiai-iooking  farm  houses  were 
situated,  and  observed  a  few  cows  grazing  in  their  neigfaboorhood. 
On  the  hilla  around  conaiderable  flocka  of  goata  were  feeding,  bat 
no  slieep. 

We  crossed  the  river  Gnadiaro,  which  descends  from  Ronda 
tbrough  cl^b  in  the  oumntamay  and  ia  at  times  impaasable,  «Kfi^t  bj 
boats  at  a  feny  a  few  miles  higher.  We  paaaed  it,  however,  at  a 
ferd,  and  soon  readied  the  aea  shore,  by  whidi  we  tmveUed  under 
tibe  lofty  Sierra,  called  sometimes  Sierra  de  Gandn,  at  others  Sierra 
Vermeja,  tiU  we  arrived  at  the  town  of  Esbefoaa,  where,  after  a 
long  and  tireaome  ride,  we  were  glad  to  refiesh  ourselves. 

The  Spanish  saddlee  are  veiy  short  in  the  seat,  and  have  prqfec* 
tlons  before  and  behind,  to  prevent  ihe  rider  from  slipping  off,  either 
in  ascending  or  descending  steep  mountains,  and  consequently  it  is 
necessary  to  keep  the  legs  aimosi  ia  a  straight  line,  a  position  at 
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first  very  fatiguing,  but  which  gives  a  firmer  seat  than  our  mode  of 
lidirg  ;  hahlt,  however,  reucU  rs  it  agreeable. 

Kstepona  is  a  fishing  to\ATi,  containing  ncarlv  one  thousand 
femilies  ;  but  it  suffered  so  much  during  the  fatal  epidemic  in  the 
year  1804,  that  its  population  is  small,  in  comparison  to  the  number 
of  families,  almost  all  of  whom  subsist  by  fishing,  or  by  the  fnut» 
which  they  cultivate,  and  convey  to  Gibraltar.  We  visited  a  FnO" 
dacan  convent,  virhere  there  v/en  only  fourteen  monks,  who  appeared 
to  be  in  a  miserable  atate :  their  chnrch  even  had  nothii^  deserving 
notice,  and  we  wen  gvalified  only  by  the  respect  and  attention  paod 
by  these  Others  to  oar  English  amfoxms^  wluch  are  tUBe  to  attract 
notioe  and  dinlity  from  aU  die  deigy. 

After  a  dinner  on  Sardinias,  a  small  fish  can^t  m  great  <|itantiiisa 
on  this  coast,  we  left  Batepona,  and  continued  our  joom^  aln^  the 
aea  coast.  It  was  fertunate  that  the  weatlier  bad  been  latdy  diy,  fiir 
we  crossed,  between  the  Guadiaro  and  this  place,  over  the  beds  of  no 
less  tliaii  fourteen  large  arroyos,  or  temporary  streams,  which,  when 
it  rams,  arc  impassable.  These  arroyos  form  receptacles  for  the  rains 
which  fall  on  the  h»fty  mouuLuiuh,  or  for  the  meltLcl  i>uow  trom  their 
tops:  though  the  streams  are  now  dry,  they  occasionally  rush  down  with, 
such  irresistible  force  that  nothing  can  withstanrl  them.  At  such 
dmes  ail  communication  is  suspended,  for  neither  bridges  nor  boats 
can  resist  the  fury  of  the  torrents ;  however,  from  the  steepness  of 
the  hills  the  waters  rapidly  subside,  and  the  beds  again  become  pas> 
sable.  On  the  side  of  the  road,  between  the  foot  of  the  mountains 
and  the  beach,  the  ruins  of  sevatal  towns,  fioiineily  peopkd  by  the 
Aomatts,  and  mcotumed  indieltiiMicnry  c^Antoniimai  are  atiU  visible ; 
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and  the  Spanish  antiquaries  have  taken  considerable  p«dns  to  ascertain 
their  names,  from  the  descriptions  of  ancient  autliors,  as  weU  as  from 
numerous  inscriptions  and  coins  u  hicli  have  been  found  in  various 
places  on  the  coast. 

At  the  distance  of  ot)c  league,  we  passed  Rio  verde,  or  the  green 
fiver,  which  comes  down,  in  a  chasm  or  fissure,  between  the  high 
chain  of  mountains  called  Sierra  vermeja,  and  the  one  called  Sierra 
^  Arboto.  On  passing  this  river,  1  could  have  easily  supposed  that  I 
was  in  Jamaica ;  for  a  considerable  distance  <m  both  sides  of  the 
toady  fields  of  sognr  canes^nme  or  ten  feet  in  heigfaty  vere  inlei'uiixed 
wiih  others  of  rice  $  and  several  mills  for  grinfing  the  canes,  tnroed 
by  iStue  streams  ii4udi  descend  from  &e  monntains,  still  fiuther 
fevonred  the  deception*  The  contrast  which  this  last  lei^e  fenned 
to  the  nine  we  had  prevumsly  travdled,  created  both  surprise  and 
pleasure;  the  pliun,  between  the moontains and  the  sea,  became  gra* 
dnally  broader,  and  more  enriched  with  every  tropical  production ; 
whereas  the  country  we  had  hitherto  passed  was  sandy  and  barren, 
M  idi  110  shrubs  hut  tlic  j  .  \lmlto. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  cotton  is  cultivated  in  this  plaiu,  and 
with  great  success  ;  sugar  is  an  increasing'  produrlioii,  and  some  cofTuc 
is  grown;  but  us  tlie  quautity  of  each  of  tliese  articles  is  more  consi- 
derable near  Malaga  and  Velez,  I  shall  make  my  oliscrvations  upon 
these  productions  when  I  have  seen  those  places,  and  gained  more  in- 
formation. 

The  mountains  under  which  we  have  this  day  passed,  are  the 
highest  I  have  ever  seen,  though  not  equal  to  those  I  expect  to  view 
before  I  arrive  at  Gnnada;  the  composition  cf  the  former  is  various. 
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iMt  they  all  vmi  on'a  bed  rrf  gmnite  ;  the  tipper  strati,  which  . cdm*' 
men ce  near  the  svirfacc  oi  the  |il;un,  arc  in  some  parts  entirely  marble,, 
ki  others,  quartz.  The  marble  is  of  various  kn>fls,  but  \s  mostly  ofc 
a  reddish  tsolour,  from  whici* one  of  the  tiuiuntulns  liikes  its  iiacne».«' 

Our  da^-'sjouruey  tenninated  with  our  arrival  in  this  city,  .whichi 
oontaipft  about  eight  thousand  inhabitants.  The  Plaza,  or  sqaare^ 
is  veiy  beautifiil,  and  haft  in  the  centre  a  fine  fountain,  whrch  is  ooo* 
atantly  supplied  with  pore  water  from  the  prodigious  mountains  be* 
hind  it.  The  streete  an  nanow,  but  at  mght  well  lighted.  Th« 
town  home  to  a  handaome  biul£ng,  as  well  as  the  parish  dnudb. 
There  are  three  convents  of  monks,  wludi,  as  we  have  heard  nothing 
xemarkable  concermng  them,  we  do  not  dunk  wordi  Tisitrng.  Hw 
inn  where  we  have  tslwn  iqp  oar  abode,  alRnda  cggB*  Sardinias,  and 
irine  made  in  the  neighbouring  monntaiDa,  Oar  servants  are  now 
bonly  employed  in  preparing  our  beds  in  the  room  where  we  eat : 
these  beds  reqjoire  very  little  tnmble,  for  they  coonst  mmlj  of  aacka 
filled  with  broken  straw,  spread  on  the  brick  floor.  As  the  mu1e8» 
probably,  will  eat  to-tnorrow  the  straw  which  we  aleep  on  to-night, 
the  expence  to  the  host  is  triiiing. 

Our  arrival  ^  as  soon  known  in  the  city,  and  we  have  had  a  visit 
from  the  corregi  lor,  attended  by  the  alcalde.  IVlicn  they  found,  by 
our  uniforms,  that  we  were  Englishmen,  they  refused  to  look  at  our 
passports,  luvislicd  most  profuse  compliments  upon  us  and  our  ooun- 
tiy,  assured  us  that  they,  their  houses,  and  theb  city,  were  at  our 
disposal,  and  pmyed  most  fervently  that  our  journey  mi^t  be  fortu- 
nate. IWe  is  oo^one  coinaieiml  honac  in  thit  ci<7;  the  vine^ 
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W^E  left  Marvdk  alNnt  fbt  o'd6ck, 'i&d  nadied 
«f 'die  MeditierfaiieBa  just  es  €ie  mm  loee.  TTbrn  tMach  wee  fimip 
and*  Aie  road  caiBoeUent  Hie  ffiemt  od  our  Uft  liend  hed  a  moet 
nagiiiiicent  appeetanee.  Abont  lielf-wey  towaidi  ^  tdp»  oq 
lilnt  i3b»  Speniefd^  call  the  frlda»  or  lep^  etaeide  dw  town  ct 
Mi)a,  overlooking  the  pbia.  Tins  tewn  ie  ntneftei  aboat  iialf  m 
Biile  perpea^ealar  height  alMnre  the  level  of  Ae  eea,  and  the 
ttountain  rises  behind  to  an  equal  height  above  it.  Fixates  of 
lime,  resembling  those  ovf  Derbyshire,  and  the  finest  marble  in  prodi- 
gious blocks,  are  found  in  its  neighboarhocxl.  The  late  king,  Cliai  les 
the  Fourth,  had  a  road  constructed,  at  an  enormous  expcnce,  to  g^t 
a  single  block  conveyed  to  the  sea.  This  road  -was  used  only  once, 
for,  as  there  are  no  wheel  carriages,  and  moles  and  asses  cUmb  up 
hjf  oeannr  patlis,  it  has  been  sofiered  to  decay,  and  is  now  nearfy 
waehed  away  by  tbe  toacDte  wiufibt  dmog  die  mm,  deacend  fifoni 
Aa  momtaiae. 
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At  certain  intervals  along  the  whole  of  this  eoMt^  and  «8pecia]Iy 
wbeiever  thera  is  good  anchoring  ground  near  ^e  shore,  signal 
toweR»  or  forte,  are  erected,  which,  during  4he  war  wi^  Ei^and, 
urate  of  the  grealeat  nae,  to  convey  intdligenoe  of  die  ^[i|MBannoe  of 
any  boatik  Mfaadron.  'B^  theae  neans^sniall  iSeete  were  enabled  to 
eoBst  fitna  port  to  por^  and  to  take  ahelter,  when  ooeaaion  required, 
inider  the  ampon  ,of  the  buttx^f^.,  .T^icae  f«tftf», though  not  ngii 
pi^^ie^  j(fe  qoi^trivQ^.  tb«  purpose  fat  wbidi  dny  were 
flooitanided ;  tiiaj  ha:vb  drealar  fionto  towards,  die  sea,  with  low 
parapets  to  work  the  guns  en  boibet :  in  the  rear  they  have  a  curtain, 
and  two  flanking-  bastions,  aiid  the  only  entrance  to  tliem  is  hy  a 
small  door,  about  half  way  from  the  top,  tlirough  which  the  gtirrison 
drag  the  rope  liulder  by  which  they  it'-crnti  My  miUtajy  cumpanioi)^ 
Mr.  Miclici,  ad iiiired  extremely  both  the  plan  and  tlie  exeqution. 

Aftef  three  houxi^  fiding  we  lef^  the  beach,  ai^d  began  to  asoen^ 
^  small  mountain,  on  thf  ^dg^  oC  wbiflb  s^nds  a  castle  of  RomOft 
fpiygidft^  ^nd  Mpoml^  ^pcMwl^are,.,  w|iiehy  from  Un  .«ttufiti<ti 
4yyv«  die  p]ain«  and  its  j  finf  ^ffu^  yMMt  fiinieily  have  beM^  %pii>g«* 
fahije,  1Yheii.we  bad  m^^.  vw^M  ^  tfvmkt  weiw^  AuddcnLyi 
presented,  thnn^  a  fb.am,.  witb  die  fiqept.  piospect  I  ewbeheUU 
The  dicfoent  befiirei|i|  wa^  ^.[VfBgfi^.  vpe4 ..tMngli  .1»nku>t  shnib^ 
Qungled  witb  onk  trees :  ^lo^  tibae  :ifas.aeesi  %  bep^ijfid  plain,  abenib 
ionr  or  fxn  mUes  in  ^rteift,;^th  a  jneanilering  river  pasiing  tfanoi^ 
the  nudffle  of  it ;  beyond  were  mouiitauns,  gradually  rising  above  each 
outer,  covered  with  vines,  olives,  and  fig  trees  4  and  in  the  back  groiuid 
rangee  of  still  lii|^ht.r  mountains,  with  light  clouds  slightly  hanging 
on  the  skirts  at  them,  the  highest  pomts  of  which  were  either  hid  in 
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iht  dottd^  or  ooverad  with  snow.  The  town  of  Fuengcrolu  in  the 
fslley,  and  the  amall  wlute<luw8es,  interspersed  among  the  vineyvrd* 
IqpMi  the  rising  ground,  were  odnikably  contrasted  with  tlie  N-arious 
ipnecn!  tints  below^'aofl  the  brown  and  red  cdawr  •«€  itfae  marbk 

( ■  W«  rm^eA  die  pmda  at  I\Miigeiidk  ali(Nit'nooii,  and  retted 
conehw  end  our  Imen;  die  limiBeMfilM.vdi  ta]M,'iB  wlmh  they 
|im:nliiilg  9MdiiHe&  ttiid  iiidm      llNifcfi«li>i%bdy  an)Bff,aie 
yfiffilrfd.tit  bmiiiirtt^  fmA  coovcQfed-OQ  eiiBe4.-uifp  ttiir  jini>^ifr'P*ifvi 
ef  die  cauKbj,  wImvb  dief  afe  ofNi^dflied.ifc  ooUideMdUe  uaA  IqsniM 
vuwgfotL  T3».|wce.p^id Ihy die fwwle tp  dM(^dnrti>n mi aboiit hilf 
ftdalkrdielMBlKL  W^MVjtmi^gmi^MWff*^ 
•■di^^slRiiee  w«8  oidy  four  leagues,  Ut  nmLMiAtg^  4M^.tildif| 
efternopp;  Imft  we  iMnid  die  voed  miiet  iniolmlbly  bad,  which,  ho^ 
ever,  vnm  empty  oompenated  for  by  the  beMty  <^  the  prosftecti^  i 
Aboot  one  hour's  ride  brought  us  to  the  foot  of  a  mountain^  whScIl 
we  had  to  ascend ;   tUc  road,  or  rather  the  p;itlj\vay,  is  a  mere 
fissure  in  the  marble  rock,  worn  by  ihe  mins,  and  through  which 
the  stream  tumbles  over  thu  rocks  in  a  vei  >  pleasing  manner.  By 
the  ^ge  of  this  stream  the  cattle  have  worn  steps,  up  which  our  horses 
scrambled  with  tlie  agility  of  goats;  but  when  they  had  n«iriy 
gained  th«  sumout,     niet  a  heard  of  oxen,  irindi  had  been  lamkd  at 
Malaga  fiom  Africa,  and  which  two  Moors  were  driving  to  Gibraltar. 
As  we  were  forced  to  proceed  in  aii^  fili^  die  Meoie,  iridfr  Moeh 
difficdlty,  drove  die  cekde  oat  d  out  way,  op  a.4mgj  plhoe  aInMt 
peipendjcalw,  wbnv       cvpridenUa  'ddajir  «•  jpA  dumagli  dw 
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Tlie  country  then  became  enchanting,  and  was  hig^hly  cultivated  { 
iiukedji  richness  aud  beauty  are  the  prominent  chanudxristiM  of  the 
Tidnity  of  Benalmeida.  A  clear  stream  of  water  turns  a  series  of 
mSaU ptaoed MiealMm  the  other,  which  aniq^MWpriated  to  grinding 
«om,  making  paper,  *>nd  fnlling  doth ;  aod  tem  the  heiglit  itota 
which  the  straanui  deeeepd,  their  power  u  very  great,  and  would 
pram  an  in^ralinfak  benelk  to  an  udnalMa  peo^ 

WodeacabdedfiiiMi  lkitehneidafayadreadMMad,  an^ 
two  hems  ID  a  moat  draaiy  oooata^y  with  the  loAySfeirii  on  ono 
lMiid,andalMannjMNl^7iailondiaodiir$  rendeicdyetiiMceghKnn]^ 
by  a  nnnher  «(  cnaBii»$  placed  aa  mementoe  of  iSnt  tmclDen 
who  had  fbrmtfl j  been  waidered  in  tfiia  nvage  wBdemeee.  After 
passing  a  lai^  building,  in  which  a  manufactory  of  playing  cards  is 
carried  on  by  the  government,  whence  tljis  part  of  Spain  and  Spanish 
America  is  mippli«l,  we  reached  the  delightful  village  of  Torre-mo* 
linos ;  and  beyond  it  tlie  j»lain,  abottt  eight  miles  in  breadth,  aft 
tibe  teniiinatioii  of  which  T.Ialaga  stands,  was  spread  before  us. 

Torr«-molino8  abounds  with  beautiful  streams  of  water,  whi<^ 
are  used  in  irrigatiiig  the  si^ar  and  rioe  pkntatioDS  that  eov«r  Iho 
plain.  Ihese  two  articles,  with  cocoa,  o^ee,  indigo,  and  cotton,  am 
itb»  most  abundant  producdons.  The  latter  is  of  a  quality  as  fine  as 
that  known  in  England  by  the  appettatum  of  Sea  Island,  and  which 
iaiaiaedhkSonlhCbiolina»  GeoigM^  udBo^  The  boide»%if 
ilia  aunnlMnii  that  lui'ionndlliii  plafaiy  am  eofvred  iri&  iiliiifft*'^> 
plnaoh,  and  piwHgnwiate  tteee  j  whSe  the  upper  parts,  to  the  v«y 
eonunit,  wo  ooteied  widi  nnoa.  In  nopcut  ofi'diewailly  not  oven 

In  Alalia  itwAtj  im  «Hi*»  ^  R^U, .  ami 
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if  jtn  Mk  •  SpMnid  ^  chaiacler  of  any  tomi  or  district  of  co«^* 
igff  hii  li^iit  pnii^  lit  **  haj  Imrm  f gir,"  llnTft  w  giH  irntfr 

Ibi  dbe  Siisia*  nAw  to  Tone-noGiuMy  di^^ 
iBiBWB<igna»  ^gtach  wn  wdl  calwititiMt  fct^|>ee>  of  wwift-alment  ^fi'- 
OQB  of  ffaem  Mucoa  Ciumib  wm  Ind  eSg^  moudis,  wlten  be  ^fled^ 
ftooi  Uw  prooenpiion  of  CSnaa  and  Muan,  m  wluch  hia  fiidier  and 
Wodier  bad  auftmd.  ttntareb  relates  the  nanatfva  of  bu  conceal* 
ment  at  nitich  length ;  hj  mhoA  it  appean,  that  Graaaoa  escaped  from 
Rome,  and  landed  here  with  three  friends  and  ten  servants;  but 
finding,  on  his  anival,  that  orders  had  hecu  isbued  for  Ins  death, 
he  hid  himself  in  a  cave,  and  sent  intelligence  of  his  conceal- 
ment to  Vihius,  whom  his  father,  wlule  oonsvd  in  Spain,  liai 
patronised.  Vibhis  wished  to  preserv  e  him,  but  dreaded  the  rage  of 
the  tyrants :  he  directed  one  of  his  domcst-ics  to  prepare  provisions 
daily,  and  leave  them  at  a  rock  near  the  cave :  he  chai^ged  him  not 
to  eaounioe  die  cave,  and  assured  him  of  hia  fimwr  if  he  obeyed  hia 
orders,  and  bebna]fed  no  cuiosity  aa  to  ^  cause  of  them.  Crassot 
and  his  companions  thus  remained  concealed  eig^  monthi*  till  dia 
deadi  of  Cmna  was  known,  when  he  made  hia  ifpearanea,  ooUactod 
a  amall  amy  of  tivo  thooaand  five  hundnd  hmo,  and,  aocorffii^  tn 
aona  aooountSy  adaed  tha  dlj  of  IMUag^  and  pUb^^  dia  aonoimd- 
n^oonuliy* 

We  paaaed  om  tba  plain,  ibioi^  a  vSlbiga  caUad  GhnriaoB,  wbaia 
tiia  ikh  mbahitaiita  of  Mahga  baya  oomtiy  bomea,  and  gaidena  well 
atodicd  iritb  <faa  nott  delima  ftoita ;  among  oAoia,  witb  iba 
pba-applo,  and  «ba  duibnoya  of  Fein,  iHiifib  an  oollivatad  in  no 
pait  of  Bnrope,  canept  at  this  place  and  in  dw^jdnitj  of  Valandni 
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We  forded  tlie  river  of  Guadalmediua,  w  hich  wc  touad  very  shallon', 
though  it  is  frequently  bo  deep  and  lajjid  as  tx>  be  impassable,  antj 
arrived  at  the  posada,  ilc  los  quaxtros  naoones,  about  six  o'clock,  where 
we  had  the  unexpected  pkv^ure  of  meeting  two  of  ovr  <^>vaxtiyvtnt 
yvk^  whom  we  had  parted  tnp  mouths  before  nt  Seville.  » 
i  Duni^  the  whple  ef  our  journey  from,  Gihfaltat  to  Malaga,  ^ 
^stance  of  neurly  one  hundred  miles,  -we  did  not  msbt  a  thif^himo^ 
toKtffAng  0119  wbidh  aa  o^Euer  wbb  nding. .  /Tb*.  ioekt  of  'floate  is 
floipe  plaeea  were  eftnaidenble-;  jtheflieep.  wereltUilly  4c4^kR^  «od 
of  a  aoia||l,  hnne^  a^  ^Iq^ . wpol :  pod  fifp  ofan'  alinoM  aa.8ca^<ai  ■ 
die  ;  Tfixoegt  on  jdiA  Veadi,       iW  199  fiMved'  bjr  liicirf 

^vapkft.  wpcn  by  th^  hoo&af  the.aaaas  and  inalea ;  but  no  appeanncs 
iif  the  labour  of  oiaa  wa»  viiiUa^  Napartof  tfiertei  wakpaanUq 
for  wheel  carriages  of  afiy  dea^iptloA  1  mm  ^  I  bdieife  mft^  a  coo^ 
trivance  xvus  ever  seen  iu  tlief^e  parts.  Tlicrc  are  no  bridges,  and  in 
rainy  seasons  the  travellers  must  wait  on  tiic  Ijiuiks  of  the  rivers  till 
^hc  waters  have  subsided,  or  a«eend  the  mountains  liv  cirenitovia 
HOmtpSj  to  reach  fords  where  they  are  passable.  Every  thing  is  car- 
nf4  OP  asses,  the  raoe.of  wkatk  ie  very  attoi^y  and  ^JmoeC  lie  fai|^  air 
ffHTsaipiaU  g^UoWBTa.  . .(  t    '     '  ^ 
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LETTER  XXXIV. 

ALAMEYDA  AT  MAL.*GA-— CASTLE  OF  GIBRALFARO  CATHEDRAL  REVENUES 

OF  THE  BENEKlCt  BISHOP's  PALACE  CLIfcfATE  —  rROnuCTIONS  SU- 
GAR —  COTTOy  —  COMMERCE  —  VOLUimSRS  —  OSMERAI.  BLAKK— ANXG- 
DOTE  or  ADMIRAL  »LMiJi. 

VAXJMA,  JAK.  1810. 

Like  all  Spuiuh  towns,  Mahp  w  a  vmt  beantiM  object 
at  a  djstanca,  bat  wUl  not  bear  a  near  inqpecticiL  The  Alameyda  » 
iheofily  port  of  the  town  wludi  n  handBome,  and  tbat  b  tndy.nuig^ 
nifioent.  It  coiuistB  of  a  foot-walk  in  the  middle,  about  eighty  feet 
wide,  with  mange  and  oleander  trees  planted  on  each  side :  without 
these  are  good  carriage  roade,  and  on  bolli  sides  a  row  of  sumptoous 
and  elegant  houses.  When  the  trees  grow,  to  a  Mie  huge  enough  to 
afford  dksde,  it  will  be  a  diamung  spot,  but  at  present  they  are  not 
VMich  taller  dun  shrube.  At  the  end  of  tiiie  walk  is  placed  a  bean- 
tiful  marble  fountain,  consistiug  of  three  basons  niugeJ  above  eac& 
other,  and  gradually  diminisluug  in  size :  from  the  lov.'er  bason  a 
columu  rises,  supported  by  beautiful  female  figures,  on  which  the  se- 
cond rests  :  the  third  bason  Is  raised  on  a  similar  column,  supported  by 
other  groupcs  ot  figures,  and  the  wliole  work  is  beautifully  executed. 
It  is  said  to  havr  hetn  a  present  firom  the  republic  of  Genoa  to  tbe 
Emperor  Charles  the  fifth ;  on  its  passage  it  was  captured  by  an 
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Algerine  tomSr,  and  afterwards  retaken  hj  Don  BenuwdiiMi  da 
Afendoia,  m^o  landed  it  at  this  city. 

Tlie  streets  of  Mahga,  Uke  odwr  Moorish  towns,  are  very  nacnwr, 
and  each  house,  mxnoauSng  aconrt  Snta'whkdi  the  windows  look,  is 
wj  latge.  ^ere  b  onlyone  square  in  die  town,  and  that  is  nether 
qiacioiis  nor  handsome  $  andtfaediiuichesandcoiivimtsareaocnMded 
among  the  hpnaes^  thtt^idbpteyer  beauty  they  may  possess  is.  nearly 
conc^led,    Ap,  aPplMl  Vk  good.  preseK«ltiflil»  bitth.  by  the 

Moors,  called  GKIinliaro,  stands  on  the  sidsheCa.luSl  eommimiealnig 
with  the  city  ;  from  many  Roman  inscriptioDs  found  here^  especially 
by  our  countryuiau  Carter,  it  ia  evident  that  this  fortress  was  tlic 
scitc  of  a  Koiiiau  temple  aud  cixstle,  and  the  bricks,  in  some  parts  of 
t}ie  toundation,  are  manifestly  the  work  oi  that  people  ;  but  the  wholo 
Buperstjucttire  is  purely  Arabic.  The  entrances  are  protected  by  a 
contrivance  geuerdlly  found  in  the  Moorish  fortresses ;  over  each 
door  and  window  a  kind  of  chimney  is  constructed,  the  bottom  of 
which  is  level  with  the  up^^r  part  of  the  entrance,  and  the  top  ter^ 
minates  at  the.0ua^t;  through  these  chimneys  the  besieged  could 
ahoot  th«ir,  arrows  on  the  heads  of  their  assailants,  and  be  themselves 
aecnce  ham  tfads attacks,  Th^  modem  art  of  fortificatimi,  if  applied 
to  this  castle,  would  make  it  impregnable;  and,  as  it  commands  the 
Ct^,  it  would  be  of  the  greatest  military  importance.  Daring  the 
wars  in  14^,  the  Ga|^tvni  of  tbia  castle,  and  the  sabmissioD.  of  the 
I^borish  gutiaon  to  the  ama  of  Ferdinand,  oansed  the  ultimate 
^foeeesB  of  the  Chri^lianv* 

IJhme  ia^jsaotfaer^Bdrnmb^  boildii^  which  is  outwardly  in  gi^t 
perfe^lilMij^itwaa  fefiaeriya  kind  of  dock,.in.whidk  tlio  Mporisb 
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Arabian  pdace,  the  Mcaithik,  stood  IbnaoAy  li^i'  <h«  dkdtt,  litit  4t 
has  been  partly  destroyed,  to  HMkttMoni^  ft  IhoderA  stmcture,  which 
is  now  nearly  completed  ;  it  is  the  new  cufttotia-hoase,  and  stands 
near  tlie  water;  the  style  is  purely  Spanish,  and  i«  very  beautiful. 

The  cathedral  of  Blalaga  is  a  very  fine  object :  its  style  of  build- 
ing is  a  mixture  of  Kofuari  and  Gotlnc,  thout^h  it  was  erected  long 
after  the  power  of  those  nations  was  <  xtiiK  t ;  for  it  was  begun  in 
1523,  and  consecrated  in  1588,  Being  closi  lv  surroTindeH  v,  if  h 
houses,  it  is  not  r*een  to  advantage,  but  it  is  said  to  be  as  lurgc  as 
St.  Paul's.  Catholic  churches  generaUy  appear  less  in  size  than  Fro* 
testant  cathedrals,  from  tlie  choir  being  placed  in  the  centre,  anfd  the 
high  altar  in  another  part  oS  the  building.  The  numbef  of  chapek 
also,  as  well  as  the  images  and  piotiifes,  which  abotind  in  the  former', 
MBtribvte  to  ttm  effeet.  The  interiw  cif  tim  oburab  ia  finished  with 
■i^UMite  tMte }  it  ii  a«  obl«i^  aphsrwd,  with  •  wow  <tf  €onirtfciM 
pilars,  around  -which  is  the  nave;  these  piUsn  8iqpp<Nrt  »  IdI^  rntf 
of  weli-tiuTDed  aaekes^  with  the  ahf  ftiattd  M  .tile  eoH^NftaiBQlR 
The  h%h  altar,  ihi4  th»|nlpit«R  «#bMiiiMIMft-«»liliMd  rarblB; 
■Ml  tlwdtnirk  OT  MagiM^iM^  tiwtKR^^ 
i^iMh  s<»ta^  calk  k  the  c%^«Mldbvflf  the  itOMMMtt 
■1-^  SAj  mAMm^  in-  flriW  mil  imingftnj,  immI  r  mnn 

aMmUfr  MtnbcE  •!  tlaiM  of  iMnlii,  the  wmiiK  ^ 

tihk  papiir  Pftdrt  de  SIbm^  ythtme  odabniy  i»liltli«MOT  tb<tiwt  . 

I    Tb«  faialiiiyt  m,  thia- Jwwh,M»  fig  jilMiBg  t^lhoa^  ia  Sevtile  ; 
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the  bpt  w  Ivy  Cano^  in  the  chapel  of  £bB  Boonio,  v^nwnting  th« 
Viigin  in  he«fc&,  widi  liie  infrnt  Jenu  in  ber  anus,  aad  a  group  <rf 
angels  in  tha  act  of  adofatioo.  TbitKe  are  some  few  marble  monuments 
in  the  ehnrch,  particularly  one  to  the  memory  of  a  late  bisliop,  Dtju 
Josse  de  Molina,  who  is  celebrated  for  liaviug  expended  in  church- 
plate,  and  in  uma men  ting  this  edifice,  the  enormous  sum  of  one 
million  fiv'e  hundred  thousand  reals,  or  nearly  twenty  thousand  pounds 
sterling :  from  this  <arcumstancc  I  was  naturally  led  to  enquire  the 
value  of  the  benefice,  and  learnt  that  it  amounted  to  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  annually.  Its  revenue  is  principally  derived  from 
tithes  on  wine,  which  are  sold  by  auctiony  Just  before  the  vintage^ 
The  see  me  vacant  when  the  Junta  came  into  power,  and  as  they 
Jinve  appropriafced  the  revenues  of  vacant  beaefriee  to  the  aemoe  of 
the  atate,  it  is  not  likdy  to  be  soon  filled. 

Time  aw  two  line-  otgana  in  thte  catheilnd,  wludi  add  much  to 
Um  beauty;  the  pipaa  aie  not  paqp<ndiewlBar»  aa  in  ow  lAurdMe,  hut 
praject  fiom  the  inatnunent,  and  dkrir  temnnations  ara  in  the  fofm 
of  1^  huge  end  of  n  trampet>  an  diat  they  ^paar  like  a  lange  of 
inmipets  wnr  die  top  of  the  ehoir,  diminiahmg  gradually  in  length* 
Thedhnnh,  within  the  wtSU,  ia  taaa  hundred  feet  in  length,  andttvo 
hundred  and  dnfc^  in  hceadlfa ;  the  height,  from  die  floor  to  the 
arches,  is  one  hundred  and  forty  feet.  Hie  pahce  of  the  bishop  fenna 
one  aide  of  a  small  square  in  front  of  the  cathedral,  but  the  majestic 
height  and  graiul  dimensions  of  the  latter,  make  the  palace,  which  in 
another  «ihiation  would  appear  a  hnnflsome  building,  look  small  and 
mean.   The  other  chttrch^  and  monasteries  contain  nothing  worth 
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jhMribing,  espedalfy  as  the  pmitings,  which  im  principally  exeisirtad 
by  Juan  Nino  de  Oilevam  and  IMBguel  Mmriquc,  are'w  inftrior  to 

those  which  I  have  lately  seen,  that  I  beheld  them  with  little 
pleasure. 

It  i"?  not,  however,  the  edifices  constructed  hy  hiiiniiii  labour  that 
rendt  r  Malnjri  an  inK  resting  spot,  but  the  benign  climate  and  truitful 
soil  with  wiiicii  Providence  has  blessed  it,  and  which  tlie  industr\'  of 
the  people  has  been  exerted  to  improve.  The  rivers  Guadalmedina 
and  Guadalorce,  which  emp^  ^semaelvea  at  thb  place  into  the  ocean, 
wiad  round  the  mountains^  and  pass  through  valleys  the  richest  and 
Tfomk  fertile  ia  the  world,  and  it  is  upon  the  banks  of  these  riven  that 
die  prodigkms  qmntity  of  figs,  almonds,  omig^,  lemons,  olives, 
smmr h  J  jflF**pT  banjcsi,  was,  and  honey,  avs  pnidtmd,  wbkshj'witli  lbs 
4ned  lainns  and  wines  finm  die  DMnatain^^  tike  oork  of  die  lu]I% 
Ibnn  the  ifioondation  of  die  natmal  external  oonmefoe  of  Malaga. 

The  pradnctiooa  ividi  which  Europe  is'enppHed  firom  die  westera 
woiU,  sodi  as  coflbe,  oottoD,  coeoa,  Sn^po,  andpinento,  had  bem  all 
ciMvaled  m  thv  pait  of  Sp«D  for  many  ages  faefioceAnieika  v^ 
vend  }  and  though  it  has  only  been  of  late  yean  diat  any  great  iociease 
in  dieir  cultavation  has  taken  phee,  yet,  from  die  prodncdvenesa  of 
die  aoil,  from  die  spedm^s  that  have  been  prodnoed,  and  die  pcli- 
doal  prospects  of  the  world,  the  hope  is  entertained,  that  this  part  of 
Spain  may,  in  time,  be  rendered  aipable  of  supt  rsiMling  the  necessity 
of  cuitiN  atin^  the  West  India  Inlands  bv  the  laljour  of  slaves.' 

The  most  mteliigent  persona  i  have  couvcriied  with  have  been  zea- 
lous patriots,  and  have  entered  with  the  wannest  feelings  into  the  cause 
of  their  oonntxyj  but  the  conduct  (&  the  Junta  has  deadened  thmr 
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fifAmi^  VnA  iMwd  th«  eneigy  of  ifacir  enriiaiM.  Tiuy  vum 
tpuwly  4p»li0|»iorMMeM;  waA^dnadti  htmg  captued  by 
1b«  Fwdl  S»  mve  atroDgly  £dt         any  expeatation  tif  Mieceaflful 

resistance.  Anudst  the  gloom  of  these  prospects,  however,  they 
aeck  cuuauiittiua  trom  the  nature  of  their  productions,  aud  the  capa- 
bilities of  their  soil  :  tlicy  reuson  thus. 

If  this  country  he  cont^usred  by  the  troops  of  Bu<Maaparte,  if  tho 
antient  iustiiutious,  tlic  public  bodies,  and  the  religioas  establish- 
|B«Qt8,  be  destroyed,  and  if,  by  being  uivder  the  ]rok,e  of  Fi«iicey 
jBogUsh  should  bcoovie  our  enemies,  and  prevent  us  from  enjayui|^ 
•liy  exitnial  camwiaiaa}.  atill  our  fruitM  ^Ids  must  remain  to  vu, 
and  even  onr  itwffi^ion^  wHIi  all  their  ferocity,  will,  for  their  mm 
adhmntagey  pnitect  «w  agpwnltare  fmna  deatraedaok  fianip«»  vndm 
^  donuaioDof  BuwiapaTtei  wiH  be  wm^fititmlf-  excluded  kam  att 
ccMUMCtkm  vnlh  the  twaieatfantic  wadd:  4ieitiapflal  pradadieoa^ 
wbiidi  babk  haa  wndeaed  abiMMt  nidiyneahi^  wUlba  aoDght  fixr 

httva  to  vonieBd  indi  no  cwnjwtilioo  ltot|a  tfceia^^teHi  wwld, 
pfficea  wbi^  Aty  will  pmdnoe  bumA  aet  aa  a  aiSwroahw,  mAdvOlfy 
ymndiAf  t»  ind^  eveiy  nan  t9  hbptfrin  tba  CttUxvaiioOrof  irop»« 
cal  pradncdana^andlkifttiimtiM^cQnunem^ofBlal^ 

to  internal  objects. 

It  would  be  cruel  to  lessen  this  only  consolation  which  tho 

wretched  feel  ;  to  diminish  tiiiit  hope  which  is  uow  their  sole  enjoy- 
ment. I  do  not,  therefore,  disturb  speculations  vvhicb  i  teel  to  be 
delusivt',  nor  diacover  a  w'ant  of  laitli,  in  tliose  more  distant  expecta- 
lipus,     which  they  amuse  their  ounda  uodes  tlie.  pnoflpectoii  im» 


1 


pmBaf^  evnis.  Il  it  am^tmMk,  AinvMiir/  wtt  U  fiJifHteV'  that  ditf 
eonqoMt  of  the  kingdona  «i  Ovaoti(d*  fay  Amc^  wdoid  pl«deoe  mise- 
int  wlttcfi  nB<  dhoit  fllMmti}  ixndll'  tetboi^  ■  /Rwi  growers  arc  now 
•uppUied  with  ciLpitd  ta  mbttst  theinsefrea  and  their  labourers  till 
the  protluctions  are  ready  for  the  various  mark  t  'Jhe  capitalists 
would^  by  the  requisitions  of  France,  b«  deprived  of  the  |>ower  of  ad- 
aiiBisteria^  to  the  of  the  agricultuii&te.    The  acricnltunsts 

could  not  subsist  while  the  change  is  gf>iTig-  on  from  the  ruhivution  oi 
vines  to  tliiit  of  3nt:;ar  canes  ;  and  wheu  the  caneft  were  ripe^tfae  erec«' 
tier)  of  nulls  \\()u!d  be  necps-^ary  before  a  much  greater  quontity  of 
sug^r  tliaa  tlic  present  supply  cotdd  be  pvoddced.  Th^  political 
feelings  of  the  g^t  body  of  tbe  people  woold  operate  to  prevent  aby 
of  these  dreams  of  the  Malagnenoe  from-  bw^  fteUsed;  die  balk 
of  the  people  wodd  veCiie  to  tbb  finbtnesses  of  mOontaius,  ioMoeaw- 
ble  to  their  enemiai,«  antl  theM»  ia  ipite  of  tha-  Midi,  wfae  mdii 
only  occi^  tfa».tiiwiif  wottld  cm^i  oil  »^«ar  ia^aMiifiii«tion>  fion 
wliidi  those  whpi«Msitft|iev4k^w«ddiirt^  InitMl 
•f  icquiM.rf  mnlM  and  asM*  ptaaeaU^r  tmv«i«iiy  ^^^t-^i^^  and 
mvejrbi^varioiispvodiictMiM  toJf^^  and  tkeUbe  to  Fiance,. lii^ 
paasca  wild'fae  fiUcd  by.  bodier  of  baliigyiit  3^)iaialda,  wliidi<  wooUl 
iptSk^wmaama^^  ivitboatilia  iwafeaMioii,of  aaarmy. 

Dwt  my  viewa  on  thb  aiililact  «a  not  imaginary,  ba  i^eob^ 
xally  iaimd  Iran  Ae.ftmer  «it^^ 

Cim»lanoea{  when,  vndw  Minaad,  iha  Spmiiaida  oonqMnd  the 
cilaaa  of  tfaa.MMridi  Itingta  of  Gtaaada^  tlfe  Bfahomedam  fled  to 
^ttMBODteini,  and:  maintaiaad  a  prad^ory  warfare  with  their  con- 
^jWOMi  wluckmg^-willli  miOaa  auccebs  ior  nearly  one  hundred 
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yean,  and  «m  only  tanmnted  by  an  inodiotaa  peaee^  and  dke'final 
faanialuiient  of  die.  ^hoh.  noe  to  the  A£noan  abunm. 

* 

The  pre9eiit  oomineiice  of  Makif^a  u  vevy  dmuuhhig,  Tiw  peace 
with  England  has  opened  a  f^lir  its  eDanodStieey  wlaxh,  haa 
been  improved  with  greet  aaudmty.  The.eiqMrtsiiF  ^nnnee  and  fniits 
during  the  last  year,  amounted  nearly  to  three  times  aa  much  as  ia  any 
precetling  ^  tar ,  and  as  tiie  couimui  cxal  laws  of  Spain  arc  less  strictJy 
oWyetl  here  tlian  at  Cadiz,  where  the  attention  of  the  Junta  is  more 
tLiuntdi  itcly  calkii  to  them,  they  have -  had  their  commerce  lew 
nsstricted. 

In  ail  periods  the  trade  to  Amerijca  fam  Malaga:  was  much  less 
extensive  than  iirom^  Cadis,  but>  itl  pK^pottioQ  to  its  extent,  of  far 
mtui  benefit  to  the  country  ;  because,  deven  pairia  in  twelve  of  its 
exports  consist  of  native  prodlkstionir  $  whMae  at  Gadiit,  the 
goudi  imported  ham  foreign  cotmtriee  cooatttiite  rather  mofe  than 
Anee-ftfthe  of  its  exports.  Malaga  may,  in  point  of  commeroial  ceti- 
aeqneace,.  be  oonaidefed  aa  the  ikitd  port  in  %»in ;  Oidii  haa  been 
very  fiv  bclom  ewtf  ether  at.all  periode;  Banjelona  CoHowb';  «tad 
then. tfaia  dty.  Bat^Mie  aingolar  ^fferenoe  exiata  between  them: 
die  esporta  in  thie'plape  eneed  die  import*^  beeanae  there  is  mveh- 
to  part  -with,  and  few  wants  to  be  sapplied.  Bat  at  Cadis«'  Saree* 
koa.  Corona,  St  Aodero^  and-  eveii  Aliewit;  the  inports  htm 
Aoaetica  hafe  every  yew  exceeded  the  ea^orts. 

I  have  already  mentioned  those  ertidea  wfach  eonstftute  the  prin- 
cipal  foundations  of  this  oommefoe'  of-  ikm  place,  and  may  be  pn»> 
perly  called  raw  materials ;  but  there  are  acrrand  manuftBtured  wd« 
■cks  cxpoi'ted  hence,  which  are  made  in  this  city  and  in  Granada. 
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Th»  flak«|ld  konp  grown  here  are  ivniaikalily  good,  and  a  eonmder^ 

able  quantity  of  linen  and  sail -cloth  is  sent  to  the  colonies.  Tlic 
silk  in  this  part  of  the  country  is  njamit.icturcd  mto  sattiiis,  velvets, 
taffetas,  ribbons,  and  sUk  stockings,  (principally  at  Granada  indeed,) 
lor  home  consxiniption,  and  some  part  is  exported.  There  are  also 
manuitictories  of  paper,  leather,  soap,  l^atsy  tapes,  a^d  wqoUeo  clotjis, 

♦ 

hut  all  on  a  small  scale. 

The  port  of  Itfalaga  is  very  good  for  shipiwig;  foid  withiti  the 
last  tluitf  yeara  an  additional  mole  has  been  ccnistructed,  which 
indoacs  on  Aiee  vdea.ona.of  ^  beat  artificial  harboiire  in  tl|e  wovld : 
it  is  not  ki^,  but  there  k  sufficiont  depdi  of  water  for  a  abip  of  die 
line,  uludi  maj  fie  daae  to  fbe  pier.  The  fiehennen  are  veiy 
aUlfiil  in  the  naaagoBMot  d  then  Ijoate ;  they  iapa  a  .nunmfii 
'.My  $  and  if  lSh»  Bwncb  take  tiso  place,  diey,  as  weQ  aa  4»lihcr 
jnarinen,  wili  be  ntadeaabeernmt  to  1i»  aggiandiMment  of  Ae  naval 
power  of  BooiiapartB. 

There  are  no  x^dar  troopa  in  litoB  town,  but  ihe  duty  of  the 
l^niaoci  ia  pctfonned  by  volunteers,  who  are  well  armed  and  disci- 
.plined ;  and,  whatever  nmy  be  the  dbposition  of  their  leaders,  as 
resolutely  disposed  to  resist  the  invader  as  any  portion  of  tlie  Spanish 
•people. 

General  Blake,  who  has  so  much  distinguished  himself,  is  a 
native  of  this  city,  tlKuig;h  of  Irisli  extraction,  and  liis  amiable  lady 
and  £amily  are  now  here,  while  he  is  arranging  an  army  in  CatE^- 
Ionia.  He  is  highly  respected  by  all  the  anhabitanta,  and  his  family, 
as  they  deserve  to  he,  beloved  by  every  one.  They  have  lately 
returned  from  England,  where  they  were  highly  gratified  by  their 
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teceptimi.  Tint  naaie  iccalb  to  my  smiid  an  aneodote  of  die  cele- 
brated Admiral  Bkke,  who  commanded  die  fleet  of  England  during 
the  usurpation  of  Cromwell. 

The  Admiral  lay  before  Malaga,  ;iik],  it  being  time  of  peace, 
permitted  some  of  Im  sailors  to  go  on  ■^horc  They  met  tlie  proces- 
sion of  the  host,  and,  instead  of  falliii<;  on  their  knees,  luugiied  at 
It,  which  irritated  one  of  the  priests,  who  instigated  the  people  to 
punish  them  severely.  They  complained  to  their  Admiral,  who 
instantly  sent  on  shore  and  demanded  of  the  Governor  that  the 
priest  should  be  sent  to  him.  The  Governor  replied,  that  he  had  no 
'authority  over,  the  Clergy.  Upon  wlucli  the  English  Admiral  in* 
ftnned  the  Govemm',  that  be  «a*  unaoqiiBinted  with  tfie  liniti  of 
lua  acathority ;  1»t».fliat  if  the  priest  were  not  sent  on  boaid  in  three 
'hoias  he  wonld  destroj  die  town.  The  priest  was,  in  conacq^uenoe  of 
this  meaaoe,  put  into  the  power  of  ^afe,  who  rqirimanded  him  Ibr 
lua  conduct  \  which  he  justified  on  the  gmnnd  ef  the  provocation  faoa 
Bell^on  had  reoeived.  Mahe  adnuttsd  die  fbice  of-  the  apology, 
and  said,'  *<  had  you  applied  to  noe  I  would  have  pnniahed.  the 
oftendetai  Imt  I  will  have  all  -the  worid  knowj^  diat  none  hut  an 
Englishman  shall  punish  an  Englishman."  He  then  sent  the 
priest  on  shore,  satisfied  with  having  asserted  the  digni^  of  his 
country. 

Durint''  the  few  days  'N\e  have  spent  in  Mahi^a  wc  have  received 
the  most  riaittrine^  attentions,  and  tlie  \'iHrmest  liuspitalitv,  and  we 
shall  leave  it  with  very  considerable  regret ;  a  regret  that  is  in- 
creased by  the  expectation,  that  the  late  disastrous  events  will  soon 
overwhelm  with  ruin  these  worthy  peopla.   The  more  intelligent 
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■atifiifMte  4liu  eBhinity  j  and  one  pecson  toM  me  pri^wtd^j  ^hat  he 
feeied  we  weve  laat  Kngliehmffitt  who  woaU  Ymt  Melage.  Tlie 
tinnditf  of  lSb»  b^her  onkn  wSQ  inatigBlie  ifaem  to  eniveiider ;  but 
the  yaa^jtM  fcefinge  of  die  more  iiuikHMnu  cbaaee  wiU  lead  to  eveiy 
^flofdor  as  the  French  approeph ;  and,  after  the  loee  of  many  lives, 
they  will  probably  reUie  to  tibe  momitahis,  and  watdi  for  opportam- 
ties  taaveoge  thensehes  and  their  ooontry. 
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rOPVLAHON  or  MAIACA  —  FBVSR  IN  I804  —  AGUCULTURS—  PLOUCBI  — - 
MANCFACIURB  OF  SUQAK  — -  6E0W1H  OF  THE  SUGAR  CAVS      IIS  CULTtVA- 
-HON  <W  VBET  AMTIBNT  JMTB. 

VEL£Z,  JAM.  1810. 

I^HB  inbdntante  of  A&laga  befece  tbe  year  1804  Einomiled 
to  about  7S,000,  bnt  in  tbat  fiital  y«ar  the  popuktran  of  all  die 
phces  on  tlie  coaii  of  tba  MeifiteimieRii  aoiffiwed  severely  by  aa 
epMcndc  fever,  wbidi  swept  away  the  people  by  thoBsnde*  And 
tbe  towns  tbiwij^  wbidt  I  have  paaied  from  GibnUar  to  ihie  plaoe 
lost  from  one-tfuid  to  one-qnicter  of  their  inhsbitsata.  I  was  &• 
voored  with  a  list  of  lluMe  persons  who  £ed  at  Malaga  in  Oonse* 
quence  of  tljis  fever ;  but  it  is  singular,  that,  in  the  convent  of  Ca- 
puchins, the  friars  of  which  were  employed  in  attending  the  sick, 
tlic  ouly  persons  vi  lio  liitd  one  clerical  and  two  lav  hrothers, 

thouG:h  the  nuinl)erfl  in  that  convent  amounted  to  hetu  ccn  T  iucty 
and  one  hundred.  1  wished  to  ascertain  the  cause  ot  tins  fact, 
but,  as  it  was  regarded  as  a  miiacle,  all  en^anies  upon  the  sub* 
ject  proved  finudess. 


Digitized  by  Goc^^k 


Bimfcin'u  <if  the  eiA^fad  .......  49 

Secular  clergy  - 

Monka   81 

Nuns  -                                                       -  76 

Military  men   1,206 

iGaMey  slaves  and  otlver  convicU  -    «    •    -    -  200 

PlivsJcians      -    --    .p^p**..  IjT 

Private  iadividuias  ^    -19^  , 

A-flMiMi  M^ite  Ae  lasi  dij  «r  Septettber,  albr  4b»  |bw 


In  dMcilf-«€VelM,  I  ]iwra<Waaiiilbmd,iiw4npiibwiif 
mtMnM  iK>  t^6M  est     a  ^popriatidD  ^  >1^M0$  Imt  I^keete  ' 
depeiKktHK  «n  Ae-Meww^^f'this  eakdatioD' Aaal  ^  on  iln-dbofe 
fSat-tUt  deailis  «t  Malaga,  nUdi'was  ommuMeated  to  me  liy  •  twy 
%itelligent  dergymao,  mh»  'had  idmi'paiDB  to  be-waH  InfpnBcd  oq 

We  left  iVfalaga  at  noon,        - first  part  of  the  read,  which  rens 

alon^  tlie  eea  sido,  :va&  good  and  well  cottstructetl,  «nd  was  adorned 
on  the  l^ft  hand  with  the  neat  cf)(  tHt:*«s  of  flie  pea«intrv',  who  were 
comfortabiy  oatiHg  their  frugal  nietiis  at  the  door,  "  every  man  un- 
der hi«  own  vine,  snd  under  his  own  fig-tree."  The  hills  t<i  tin-  u>y 
were  covered  with  viaea,  and  the  cbanoe  b^weeii  tiran  with  hg, 
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abnoiid^  plum,  orange  leaioii,  and  apneot  |kcs.  On  ibe  onyiit 
between  the  difie  eone  fine  leveU,  eeUed  Flapsy  open  with  a  fivmt 
gmucsJlj  towarda  tiie  eca,  of  from  one  to  two  mike  in  extent,  and 
ienninate  at  -the-fbot  of  the  hille,  ao  as  to  fbtm,  a  tria^nhnr  phun. 
The  aoil  of  tfaeee  plaja&is  formed  by  ^  waehui|^of  the  lains  from 
-die  moontune,  and,  without  anj  numiue,  ia  very  prodnctifa  in 
wheat,  fnd  barley ;  -whieh  two  q«ciee  of  grain  aie  neiially  eown  in 
alternate  years,  withoot  allewing  Uie  lands  to  Ue  iallow.  The  rich- 
nesa  of  ihe  8<m],  and  the  heet  of  the  eon,  cetise  the  earth  to  yield  al» 
moat  iipuiiUiiieriuHl V  tliosL  productitius  which j  iu  othex  si.tuatiou8,  are 
the  result  of  much  kboar. 

Tlie  ploughs  used  in  this  part  of  the  country  arc  of  very  simple 
construction,  and  consist  merely  of  a  cross,  with  the  end  of  the 
perpendicular  port  ^lod  with  iron.  This  instrument  penetratses  no 
moce  than  five  or  nx  inches  into  the  soil,  and  it  is  diawn  by  two 
oanNl,  widi  fopee  frn'mr^  to  the  horns,  while  the  man  who  attends 
.scatters  the  seed  i  an  harrow  follows ;  and  the  laboar  Is  ended  till 
the  time  of  harvest  arrive.  I  lemari^ed  that  the  ground  was  very 
free  tram  «eedi»  whidi  a  maa  wha  was  phMg^nng  explained*  bj 
infbnniDg  me,  diet  iiom  the  latter  end  of  Miqr  «r  the  begiiming  ti 
Jane,  when  the.haneet  was  earned  in,  till  Oelober  or  Noveniber,  they 
had  no  man,  and  that  the  heat  of  the  son  deelroyed  eieiy  vegetable 
.sabetaiioe  on  tiiese  playas,  and  leAioed  them  to  mere  piaiiis  of  sand. 
The  land  is  intermixed  with  stones,  whieh  qipear  to  be  quartiosc^ 
hot  may  perhaps  contain  argill,  and  are  of  the  same  oompositton  as 
the  mountains,  from  whicli  iliey  arc  washed  by  die  raia,  aod  when 
decutaputicd  tiiey  ^urm  the  soiL 
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'  In  crossing  one  these  playas,  we  met  a  'nan  better  dressed 
tiian  the  peasants,  ^vlui  was  shooting,  atieuded  by  two  servants  :  he 
entered  into  conversation,  and  invited  us  to  his  corto,  which  he 
jx)iutcd  out  not  for  off,  but  we  dcchned  his  civiHtios  :  he  asked  of- 
what  nation  we  were,  and  when  we  replied  **  Ingles,"  he  wa«i  in 
extacy ;  he  threw  lus  hat  on  the  ground,  stretched  out  his  arms,  and 
inusted  on  embracinig  us  all :  he  then  poured  forth  a  profusion  of 
coaqtliiimitB  on  our  natioa,  of  citnes  on  tiae  Fiencfa,  and  of  pcayMi 
lor  our  pnupeioni  jonmey, 

Aftor  liding  abo«t  firar  bona,  we  1^  the  ihoie  to  vint  a  vagju 
plaotation  at  Torre  4el  Mar.  For  ditae  milea^  aa  we  apprdadied 
qar  road  peaaed  tbiougb  fieMa  of  ootfton  and  ai^ar  oaniea.  The 
greateat  attenilop  aeemed  to  be  paid  to  inigation,  and  the  whole  of 
Aeae  extenaive  fdantationa  waa  dug  with  ihe  neatneaa  of  an  Engliah 
garden.  At  tiie  Fabnca  belonging  to  one  of  them»  we  anrrejed  the 
mill  lor  grinding  the  canea:  it  conaiata  of  diree  perpendicubr  iron 
i^Iindere,  worked  by  mulesy  whidt  expresa  the  juice,  diat  ia  con- 
veyed thehoe  by  wooden  trongha  to  the  boiling-house.  The  pans  in 
which  the  sugar  is  drained,  are  of  the  same  forms  as  those  used  in  the 
refineries  lu  Ltuadon.  As  I  learned  in  AlaJaga  what  the  extent  ot  \ht 
fanegada  of  land  is  in  this  country,  which  varies  from*that  ot  Seville, 
I  am  enabled  to  make  some  calculation  of  tlie  price  at  which  mijjnf 
can  be  produced  at  this  plantation.  The  quantity  of  land  planted 
with  canes  in  this  particular  farm,  is  about  forty  En^ish  acres,  and 
it  oauaJly  yields  four  thousand  arobas,  or  one  thouaand  quintals,  of 
.  angar :  the  rent  of  the  land  is  about  twelve  dollars  per  acre,  and  the- 
aiat<of  manafiactariog  the  angar  ia  afaiNit  a  dollar  the  quintal.  VuA 


Digitized  by  Google 


LinTERS  FBOM  SPAIN. 


far  my  information  is  sufficiently  accurate ;  but  upon  the  truth  of  the 
next  and  most  inipiJi  i.un  stt  p.  I  cannot  place  SO  much  dependence. 

1  wlsliid  TO  ast  t  riam  the  annual  expence  of  ciiitiv-ating  each 
fencgada  oi  canes,  InU  my  informant,  with  the  best  disposition  to 
satisfy  my  curiosity,  was  not  so  correct  as  I  wished ;  he  calculated  in 
kjamtM  and  quartillos,  so  loosely,  and  mixed  his  language  ^e^ith  so 
numy  tech ni  ml  terms,  and  so  much  patois^  that  I  am  doubtful  of  the 
ftdi  with  which  he  fimmhed  me ;  if  comot,  Iko  cokivatioD  of  eack 
lanegada  costs  die  plROtNT  at  ttus  tune,  vAim  labour  b  high,  about 
'  one  hmdrcd  doUsia. 

I  makeAc  ibllowmg  oakolatioii  of  ihe  price  of  wgar,  from  what 
I  kamed  at  tfaas  ftm : 

DoBan. 

50  filuegadas,  or  40  acres  of  land;  rent  -  •  500 
Expence  of  cultivation  5000 
Sixpenoe  of  "**hiT*g;  the  engar    -   -   -  ^   -     ]  000 

6500 

Protboe  of  sugar : 

Arobas  4000 

Deduct  tithes   400 

Netpiodnce  -   -   •   -  3600 
at  1  dollar  18  leals  is  6480  doUars. 

Thus  die  arobft  oosts  one  doUar  sixteen  icak  the  quintal,  Aat  is, 
seven  dollars  t«*D  reab,  or  afaont  tiiirty-two  shillings ;  hut  as  tlie 
Spanish  qnintal  of  four  arobas  is  about  eight  per  eent  leas  than  the 
English  hniidrad,  it  naj  he  atated  to  cost'  thirty'i&nr  shiDiiigB  per 
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cwt-  I  think  I  cannot  be  far  from  right  in  this  calculation,  because 
all  the  growers  ol  sugar  agree,  that  at  seven  dollars  they  do  not 
loot,  but  that  ihey  obtain  trom  eight  to  twelve  doUars,  acconiiog  to 
Ibe  quantity  of  Havanm  sugar  that  may  be  in  the  market. 

The  sugars  nfade  on  this  coast  resemble  those,  of  Cuba  more  thidd 
fhoie  fSoAVKkd  in  our  Wtet  India  islands ;  they  are  not  so  white  oa 
dioee  <tf  ihi  firit  iplBlity  firom  Caba,  bat  move  so  than  lAnt  iofellor 
land;  and  as  sugan  of  coital  quaHty  iioBii  ihs  Bntiah  Uanda  Anmld, 
widi  the  ad^tion  of  frei^t  and  tnaorance,  ooet  more  money  in  Burope 
dian  those  raised  in  diia  mimty,  notiyng  is  wanted  to  inoreiuie  tiieae 
^etabliBlune&tB,  to  a  considerable  extent,  but  a  sufficient  cajntaL 

It  is  not  generally  known,  diat  sugar  has  bieen  'one  of  die  pro- 
ductions of  Spain  for  at  least  seven  hundred  yeara,  and  that  die  pro- 
cess of  planting  the  canes,  grinding  them,  and  granulating  the  juice, 
lias  been  verylittlL,  if  at  all,  impro^'ed  itliiii  that  tiniu.  1  am  in- 
debted for  tills  fact  to  uu  i\rabkaii  aulliur  on  agriculture,  who  wrote, 
in  the  kingdom  of  Seville,  about  the  year  1140,  called  Ebn  Mahomed 
Ebn  Ahmed  Ebn  el  Awaum.  In  his  directions  for  the  mode  of 
planting  the  sugar  cane,  he  quotes  the  authority  of  arjother  author 
of  the  same  nation,  who  is  known  to  have  written  in  the  year  1073, 
called  Abn  Omar  Aben  :  as  the  £&ct  is  interestiiig,  I  shall 
translate  a  few  passages  on  the  subject. 

"  The  canes  should  be  planted  in  the  month  of  March,  in  a  plain 
shdltered  lipom  the  east  wind,  and  near  to  water ;  they  should  be  well 
manured  mdicowdnng,  and  watered  every  fourth  day,  dU  die  shoots 
are  one  palm  in  hdght,  when  diey  should  be  dug  mmnd,  manured 
with  the  dung  of  sheep,  and  watered  erery  ei|^di  day  till  die  mondl 
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of  October.  In  January,  when  the  canes  are  ripe,  they  should  be 
cut  into  short  junks,  and  crushed  in  the  mill.  Tlie  juice  should 
be  boiled  in  iron  caldrons,  and  then  left  to  cool  till  it  beconiLs  c  lari- 
fied ;  it  should  then  be  boiled  again,  till  the  fourth  part  only  remain, 
when  it  should  be  put  into  \-ase8  of  clay,  of  a  corneal  form,  and  placed 
in  the  ahadc  to  thicken ;  afterwaidB,  the  sugar  must  be  dtawe  from 
ihe  vaaes  and  left  to  codL  The  canes,  dffoer  the  juice  is  expressed^ 
are  |»«served  tar  the  hoiaee,  who  eat  then  greedy,  and  become  &t 
by  feeding  on  them.** 

We  left  Tone  dellhfarai five  o'doek,  paaeed  throngh  a  fidd  of 
ripe  canee,  and  then  thfough  oSive  gvonnds,  tiUiaahouthalf  an  hoot 
we  reached  tiiia  placew 
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LETTER  XSXVl. 

BEAUTIFUL  COUNTRV   AROUND  VELEZ          CULTIVATION  OK  THE  \  ALLEYS  — 

VIKEYARDS  — SBA80MS  <W  V1HTACJ8 —- OLIVES  OIL  —  MILLS—*  FICS  — 

VBLEZ,  JAM.  1810. 

This  city  has  more  tlic  appearance  of  internal  desolation 
liuai  any  I  have  ever  beheld  ;  for  the  dreadful  fever  of  1604,  whicb 
swept  away  nearly  half  its  inhabitaate,  has  left  a. great  nnmberof 
hooset  totaltyiiiiooca|Ne«i.  The  twxoiindi]igooiinAry,howevMr^  ]»  fer- 
tile and beauiiliil  b^ond descriptioii.  Thetown  u  ntnated  on  the  Sfi- 
cfivityef  a]o%inoantMn«  andthevineflonthe  aicfeBof  it,dieverdnrB 
of  its  gardens,  the  shady  groves  on  ilie  banks  of  the  river,  die  lofty 
dmsindieFkuMOy  ^  profonon  of  fruits,  and  ^  tmnsparent  straains 
In  die  vsUey,  render  it  one  of  the  moet  enchanting  spots  in  Andalueia. 
*'  Hie  gelidi  finlesi  hie  mollia  pista,  Lieori, 
Hicnemns:  hie  ipw  tecum  eannunerer  avo.** 

The  views  around  Velez  create  additional  interest  from  several 
Moorish  towns,  placed  on  the  narrow  summits  of  mountains,  ^^llic■ll 
seem  to  liid  defiance  to  the  attacks  of  the  soldier,  and  to  render 
the  access  difficult,  even  Id  (In  n  own  peaceful  inhabitants.  Amoiii; 
dus  number  may  be  reckoned  Beaamocarra,  Alcaucen,  and  Aiba^yda, 


Digitized  by  Google 


844  LETTERS  FBOM  SPAIN. 

fbe  namw  and  pontion  of  whidi,  oany  huk  the  mmd  to  tiuwe  femote 
periods  wben  die  conquering  Gertliolics  epnad  devastRtiim  through 
die  vMep,  and  die  liucarions,  but  not  totally  enervated  Mooc^ 
rearing  to  dtese  fiurtnesees*  renounced  thnr  Imcories,  and  carried 
on  the  most  inveterate  warfare  against  their  invaders;  nor  is  it 
possible,  amid  such  scenes,  to  refrain  from  anticipatint;  with  re- 
gret, the  siuiilivr  events,  which  are  soofi  hkciy  to  occur  in  this  de- 
voted country. 

Ha\nn^  now  arrived  at  tlie  end  oi  that  tract  of  country,  which 
coinmeaces  at  Rio  Verde,  beyond  Marvella,  where  the  tropical 
fruits  are  most  abundantly  produced,  I  shall  make  a  few  observa* 
tions,  before  I  ascend  the  moiintaina>  on  the  agriculture  of  theae 
deli^ilfid  .valleys.  CoSee,  cotton,  augar,  and  cocoa,  are  cnldvated 
wholly  fay  capitaUata,  who  are  alone  able  to  defray  the  great  ck> 
pence  of'  manuing'  and'  ii^ating  die  land,  and  of  erecting  ma- 
dunery,  aH  of  wUcb  proceBoee  'require  cooaidenilde  disbmannenta 
hefine  any  profila  can  be  derived  ham  die  cropa.  In  a  country, 
therefore,  where-  capital  ia  «o  lunited  aa  tn  Spain,  .tlwre  can  be  but 
litde  progreaa  nade  in  die  increaae  of  tlua  branch  cf  agriculture; 
and  hence,  the  plantations  are  in  exact  proportion  to  diat  surplus 
of  capital  which  the  merchants  of  Malaga  can  spare,  for  this  purpose, 
from  their  other  concerns. 

The  ancient  and  more  extensive  system  of  apiculture  is  in  a  state 
equally  languishing,  from  the  same  cause.  The  growers  of  wine 
raisins  and  figs  arc  mostly  small  proprietfMTS  of  lands,  or  petty  tenants, 
paying  tlieir  rents  monthly,  when  in  money,  and,  when  in  produce,  at 
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die  weamm  of  hamai,  wnd  who,  bciii^  unaUe  to  tnbnst  and  pay  their 
bbonreiB,  are  under  the  neoeawlty  <tf  being  suppUed  by  the  nerehanta 
to  whom  fhey  mortgnge  theur  expected  produce,  long  before  it  is  fit 
tot  naaikat;  the  conaequenoe  is,  that  the  cultivators  are  kept  in  a 
state  of  poverty  and  depreadom,  from  udiich  there  is  no  pro^ct  of 
their  cmerg^ing. 

On  the  hills  that  surroutid  Malaga,  there  are  upwards  of  seven 
thousand  vineyards,  which  produce  annually  eighty  thousand  iirobas 
of  wine,  of  which  more  than  one  half  is  exported.  The  first  harvest 
of  gnipet^  commences  in  the  mouth  of  June,  which  is  solely  for 
those  dried  by  the  sun,  the  heat  of  which,  by  extracting  the  saccharine 
Juice,  preserves  them  without  any  other  process;  and  this  species 
is  knownr  throng  JBurope  under  the  dounnination  of  Malaga 
raisins.  In  the  month  of  S^tember  the  aeoond  crop  is  gathered, 
which  is  made  into  a  dry  wine,  resembling  sheny,  and  called  by 
that  name,  hnt^  to  my  taste,  much  inferior.  Of  late  yean  ittt 
ooltivation  of  die  grape  ibrtihia  kind  of  wine  has  mnch  increased,  and 
the  mudbanta  are  not  without  hope^  that  in  a  few  years  they  shall 
rival  the  vineyards  of  Xeres,  bo^  in  quantitjr  and  quali^.  Hie 
last  imntage  of  the  year  ia  in  Oeiober  and  November,  and  producea 
those  wines  called  in  Spain  and  her  colonies  Malaga,  and  in  England 
Muuntaiit ;  ilxe  natives  ot  Spain  prefer  these  to  the  dry  wines  of  Xeres, 
or  even  of  Madeira. 

There  are  several  sperie^  of  wine  made  in  this  district  ot  ij;reat 
celebrity,  one  lu  particular,  called  Pedro  Ximenes,  is  very  rich,  and 
is  said  to  be  made  from  the  Rhenish  grape  transplanted  to  these 
mountains,  where  it  has  lost  its  tartnOH^  and  aoquied  a  rich  and 
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delkioiu  flavour.  Anoth»  kind,  called  Guinda,  u  merely  the  com- 
mon  sweet  %vine  of  the  mountains,  v>ith  a  mixture  of  the  juice  «f 
cherries,  and  is  not  much  \'alucfl  here,  but  hi^ly  esteemed  in  other 
countries  i  and  the  Lagiima  de  Malaga,  a  sweet  wine,  resembling 
CoDsiantia,  though  highly  valued  by  Spaniards,  is  not  agreeable  to 
an  Bnglish  palate.  These  wines  are  rather  cultivated,  by  the  curious 
than  made  an  objci^  of  commerce,  and  the  quantity  produoed  of  eadi 
is  very  smalL 

Next  to  wine,  the  most  important  artieie  is  oil,  for  ihe  making  of 
whidi  there  are  more  than  seven  hundred  mills  in  the  district  through 
^-hich  I  have  lately  passed.    In  general,  the  oil  partakes  of  the  bad 

qualities  I  noticed  at  Seville,  but  in  Velez  more  attention  is  paid  to 
cleanliness  than  any  where  else,  aiid  tiic  oil  is  by  far  liic  best  I  have 
tasted  ill  Spain. 

Tiie  quantity  of  raislus  exported  hence  is  very  great,  indeeil  tliis 
is  the  principal  market  for  that  article.  Besides  w  hat  is  sent  over 
the  mountaios  to  Granada,  and  other  places  farther  north,  there  is 
annually  exported  fifty  thousand  quintals  by  small  vessels,  which 
anchor  near  Torre  del  Mar,  or  by  ships  from  the  port  of  Malaga. 

The  quantity  of  figs  dried  in  this  nei^bourhood  is  very  consider- 
able, hut  is  <^  less  importance,  as  an  object  of  fcfdgn  trade,  than 
the  raisins;  they  are  mostly  sent  into  the  mountains,  ortothe  d^cf 
Gianada,  whence  wheat  and  barlejr  are  brought  in  eacdtai^;  for, 
though  some  of  the  playas  are  capable  <^  produdiig  these  grains  in 
the  greatest  abundance,  the  quantity  ndsed  is  not  sufficient  for  the 
CPQsumptiou  of  the  inhabitants. 
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Orange»y  lemons,  citrons,  and  almonds,  are  nnich  cultivated, 
and  tb«  more  rare  fruits,  sucli  as  the  pine-apple  and  chirimoya  of 
Peru,  are  produced  without  difficulty ;  the  banana  and  plantain, 
though  not  plentiful,  are  yet  sufficiently  grown  to  shew  that  every 
vegetable  prodaction  o£  the  West  Indies  may  be  caltiTated  heie 
^th  soooeie^ 
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COUMTKT  AftOUND  VENUKLA — ALHAHA — ITS  AGKICULTU  US     COMi  rtBUM  — 
THKBSHniG  FLOOM— SALT  SMUKM  AT  ALMAHA-'VIEW  OF  ORAMADA  AMO 

ITS  BirvnoNS. 

OKANADA,  JAK.  I8IO. 

We  left  Vdes  at  day-bfeak,  and  continued  onr  joorney,  tat 
Ae  fint  hour,  tfarovgh  the  richest,  and  most  defightlul  country  in 
the  wwld :  the  purest  streams  desoanded  fiom  die  mountains,  and 
wete  oonducted  through  beautiful  gardens,  with  great  skill  and 
Judgement  The  whole  road  was  a  gradual,  but  not  steep  ascent, 
and  we  frequently  crossed  the  river. 

Our  ascent  became  steeper  after  the  first  hour,  till  we  reaciied  La 
Veiiuela,  and  then,  for  fi%e  hours,  we  continued  climliTn^  preci- 
pioesy  which  only  mules,  or  Spauish  horses,  such  as  we  rode,  could 
have  Bunnounted.  By  noon  we  had  reached  the  summit  of  the  first 
lan^  of  mountains,  whence  we  could  discern  only  a  still  higher 
sange,  sprinkled  on  the  top  with  snow.  At  this  spot  we  found  a 
londy  venta,  which  afibrded  no  refreshment,  except  some  stmw 
for  the  cattle,  and  water  from  a  mountain  torrent  The  earth  was 
barren  j  and  the  rodks  of  red  marble  above  and  around  were  quite 
fiftk*^ 
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Wc  BKW  W  MM  hnmk  liibitatkMi  Bfter  kaviag  Vmiwk;  anl 
we  wore  infimnAd  diat  dicM  moantauofe  dxranded  wifli  widvea,  and 
were  die  hdbstiitaoiis  of  eagles.  We  eoatmiied  fioai  fenta  to 
ascend  still  steeper  moimtaioB,  till,  in  about  four  ]>oan  more,  we 

reached  a  height,  which,  however,  was  not  Ae  samiint  of  A6.Tange, 
but  merely  -in  opening  in  the  second  ridge,  whence  we  could  sec 
the  Sierra  nevada  beyond  Granada,  with  its  top,  tor  half  a  mile, 
covered  with  snow.  The  highest  point  of  that  mourn ai  11  is  about 
two  miles  and  a  quarter  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  whereas  that  we 
passed  was  not  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half. 

The  Sierra  de  Alhania,  which  wc  left  on  our  right  hand,  mutt 
have  been  abont  half  a  mile  higher  thaa  die  ridge  we  were  passing ; 
and  though  its  top  was  covered  witk  snow,  it  was  evidently  such 
•e  bad  noently  hlO/en,  end  not  like  tfaa*  iaexhaaedble  meie  whidt 
hae  for  agee  been  aeeoiinilaidng  en  die  8ieim  nevada.  IVhenwehail 
gabed  die  ojpenittg,  the  hi^Mt  point  ef  our  eeeent^  end  had  begun 
to  deecendj  die  countcy  ennmd  ne  iceeoibled  En^nd  in  die  ver-^ 
dWe  of  the  ftebb,  and  the  ebondanoe  of  the  oak  and  cork  trees. 

Aalong  dieee  trees  we  mm  amae  thousands  of  pigs  of  a  vace,  I 
believe^  peouliar  to  Spaio.  thtj  are  of  smaD  size,  perfecdy  black, 
and  the  fiitlest  asinab  I  ever  bshsld.  It  b  at  thk  asason,.  when 
they  feed  Oil  die  aooms  fuMn  the  oak  md  cork-trees,  that  they  are 
fittest ;  and  it  is  the  hams  of  these  animals  that  are  so  much  ad» 
mired  by  Spanish  epicures.  This  tract  of  country,  a  short  time  ago, 
belonged  in  common  to  the  two  corporations,  or  cabildbs,  of  Velez 
and  Alhanaa,  and  they  enioved  the  pixxluce  of  the  whole  in  alter- 
nate years ;  hut  about  five  years  ago  it  was  divided,,  and  I  was  told. 

KIL 
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that  jeaith  of  thcne  bodies  had  tripled  thor  nveoaes.  After  painng 
these  tnte  we  eame  into  an  bpeo  com  eovntrj,  extendiiig  to  -the 
town  flf  Alfaama  alid  aevpnd  niiles  beyond  It,  which  prodoces  the 
most  abundant  erops  of  wheat  and  barl^. 

seached  ^  town  by  five  o'dock,  and  there  bebg  neither 
food  nor  liqnor  in  the  posada,  while  we  surveyed  dw.  builAnge  and  ' 
the  situation  of  the  place,  our  servants  went  to  the  shops  to  pur- 
cfaase  our  meaL  Then  is  nodiing  in  the  former  worth  remarking-, 
except  that  we  saw  only  one  "house  with  glass  windows,  for  tjvtsii  the 
monasteries  and  churches  are  destitute  of  this  comfort.  Tlie  city 
is  bouudt'd  ou  three  sides  by  a  iivtr,  nliicli  pours  dow  n  with  (pvtit 
velocity  through  a  fissure  in  the  sohd  rock,  about  one  hundred  feet 
deep,  and  turns  in  succession  eight  mills  for  grinding;  corn. 

The  agriculture  of  Alhama  is  totally  different  from  that  of  the 
country  near  Malaga  and  Velez ;  neither  vinoynrds,  olive-ground.<;,  iigs^ 
lemons,  iMir  oranges,  wen  to  be  seen,  but  iu  their  stead  extensivft 
fidds  of  wheat  stubble.  The  soil  is  stony,  and  is  upon  a  limestone 
rock.  I  should  suppose  it  to  have  been  fionned  by  the  decomposi- 
tion of  the  portides  Irooi  the  high  mountains,  which  aie  washed 
down  by  the  heavy  lains.  ^le  enkivatan  in  these  parts  are  a 
richer  body  of  men  dian  iluiee  die  fruitful  valleys  on  the  other 
side  <^  the  mountain.  Grain  here  producee  a  more  unilbnn  crop  than 
fniit  does  in  the  valleys ;  the  exoessiye  poduce  of  which,  in  some 
years,  and  great  fiuluxe  in  otibecs,  creates  in  the  people  a  disposition 
BimUar  to  that  of  our  West  Indian,  proprietors,  who  have  been  said 
to  regulate  their  eKpenditue  on  a  scale  oommensnrafe  vnth  thds 
most  fikvonnible  years. 
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At  Alhava  tbe  fimnen  genccmUy  have  good  crops,  and  certain 
nuuliet*,  and  thvnIiDire  live  in  a  state  of  ease»  and  have  become 
afflttwi.  Many  of  the  fi^ds  are  so  leinote  horn  1A»  habitations  nf 
man,  that,  during  the  harvest,  die  profwielen  and  their  hboimM 
erect  tents,  ntider  which  4iey  liv«  tiU  the  com  is  cat,  threshed,  and 
eerrifld  hMse,  when  they  return  to  the  town  where  they  reside,  till 
the  seed>time»  and  <hen  tb^  ones  agnn  Hvc  under  tenti,  till  (he  Isf 
hour  of  sowing  be  finished; 

The  corn-fanus  are  divided  into  portions  not  \-arying  mudi  fropx 
each  other  in  size  ;  auU  I  icniarked,  tlial  at  the  corner  of  eacli  por- 
tion of  nearly  the  satqe  dimensions,  thresliing-rioors  were  con- 
structed, for  tlie  purpose  of  clearing  the  corn  from  the  chaff  and 
straw,  by  the  process  I  described  when  at  Seville.  These  threshing- 
floors  canicd  back  my  views  to  that  antient  husbandry  of  Arabia 
wtiich  was  practised  by  the  pntriarclis,  and  is  frequently  allutied  to 
in  the  Old  Testament.  Tlie  Arahs  carried  it  to  Afnoa,  and  their 
Buooessors  intradneid  it  inti>  Andaliwa,  when  .it  is  now  pactiaed  as 
in  those  prinutive  tianesk  XHe  eora,  indeed,  is  now  trodden  out  by 
mares  instead  of  oxen ;  bat  the  mode  of  doing  it,  l3m  living  in  tents, 
and  the.  storing  th^  grain  in  caves,  are  all  evidently  Arabian  customs. 
The  Arabian  writo^  on  a|^$alture,  to  whom  I  have  before  re* 
forred,  frequendy  quotes  the  cpimon  oi,  another  aullior  of  a  more 
remote  date,  who*  he  says,  lived  in  ChaUna,  and  was  the  best 
writer  on  husbandry. 

In  diis  place  the  people  appear  more  robust  than  in  the  valleys, 
and  some  of  them  have  complexions  almost  ruddy.  The  dreadful 
epidemic,  which  occasionally  prevails  in  the  valleys,  has  never  cros^ 
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the  nMmntauN  to  distaoy  Ae  popditioii  of  din  Hmm,  vAm  the 
air  n  M  pavB^  poilii^  n  in  njspot  on  die  globe.  It  b  iniitad  1^ 
mvalidefioBtellperteof  Speifi;  not  ecMy  from  the  purity  of  iteidr, 
but  froBBi  eoMe  meiioiBel  spings  <^  peet  oelefarity,  wlodi  are  eeid  to 
eweeUdBeeeete.  WhentheMooCTpottcaeed  th»iplaoe,thefiaaeof  the 
bethe  wee  eo  gveet  among  die  eurraundh^Oirietniiey  dietaievemie 
ef  fkn  ImndiBd  thoaeend  dbeati  ia  eeid  to  have  been  leiaed  by  giving 
them  penniMion  to  make  use  of  them.  These  waters  are  sulphu- 
leous  ;  and  one  oi  tlie  sprint^s,  which  fills  u.  uiarhk'  liath,  is  of  the 
heat  of  32  dc^rreea  of  lUsaunuir,  which  is  tempciLcl  hy  anutiicr  spring 
close  to  it  ui  cold  water,  resemhling  diat  of  Haxrowgate  in  taste. 

Thic  place  has  one  laige  chuioh,  moet  extravagandy  decorated 
widi  expensive,  but  tasteless  omaments,  and  tbiee  oonventf,  Which 
wn  did  not  visit,  though  heepilaUy  invited  by  one  of  the  nuMoJce, 
evhom  we  aoooeted  in  the  atreet,  and  who  civilly  beoame  our  CSoe* 
none  '*  par  aiMir  do  loa  Tngleeie  " 

We  vietled  die  oeade,  mw  m  raiiie,  beeame  it  wae  oelebvaled  at 
the  tfaeitie  of  veny  gdknt  espkito  in  dioee  vnoa,  betmen  the 
Moon  and  Ghriotiane,  viduch  preceded  dw  final  eewpiBat  of  die 
kingdom  of  Giani^  Mt,  Sonthey  hae  iamilSorieed  AUnaia  to  dia 
English  jreader,  by  hie  tnro  vermne  of  antient  baUade,  in  the  notes 
of  his  Chronicle  of  the  Cid. 

As  the  capture  of  this  place  was  so  decisive  of  the  fote  of  the 
Moorisli  jiower,  it  may  be  worth  relating',  that  Don  Rodrigo  Ponce, 
Marquis  of  Cadiz,  collected  two  thousand  five  hundred  horse,  and 
four  thousand  foot,  and  marched  three  days  amonp^  the  mountains, 
without  communicatii^  to  his  followers  any  intelligence  of  his 
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lifffijni  Oa  ^tbiidiu^t  he  iofiained  them,  that  they  trmwi^^ 
a  ktgoe  qf  Alhinw,  die  oude  ef  n^ich  muit  be  uamedwlely  attidKed. 
Thiey  meidied  in  niBnet,  and  ia  ^likiww;  a  tAkoam  body  ^lied 
i^MKtt  Bceliiif-Mders  b«te  tlw  gmMm  una  akumcd,  a«d  kOkd 
dae  ewliiiclB,  who  «««  ailecp:  the  gates  wete  ihea  bunt  open, 
and  dte  troofte  gained  tl^e  Ibrtreia.  When  day  bcohe  Rodiigo  wae 
viettw  of  the  caade;  but  the  city  wee  dafiukded  by  tieepa  noie  nu- 
merous than  his  army.  The  ChriatmnS)  however,  rushed  into  the 
streets,  ^nd  both  parties  fought  with  all  the  fury  ul  dt-sptratiun  fjaui 
moriiiijg  till  viight;  when  at  last  the  Cross  prevailed,  and  the  Moors 
T\ere  defeated,  and  put  to  the  sword,  exceptiijt^  one,  who  escaped 
by  flight,  to  carry  the  fatal  intelligence  to  the  royal  resideat^.  AI- 
bohaoen,  the  Moorish  king,  condemned  to  death  the  wretched  mes- 
eai^r,  and  afterwards  aawcuted  the  gfinmm,  dioiigh  he  wa»  ab- 
•cnft  widihia  permiaaion. 

When  we  left  Alhiw  we  teveUed  four  boon,  by  a  giadual 
daacan^  over  lielk  «emfialda>  nnadMned  wi(b  tseea,  and  met  witih 
bat  one  vwy  aMall  ^Ulege  in  the  apece  o£  twenty  nulaa.  We  efiec^ 
WBids  nached  Almaha,  a  town  which,  I  ehoobl  aoppoee,  contuna 
two  thnnwind  inhebitMite;  at  the  end  of  it  ia  a  royal  aalt  ma^ 
na&clafy,  which  suppliea  die  anmmnding  coontry  widi  that  erdde. 
Tie  aalt  spring  rites  on  die  nde  of  a  anuJl  river,  and  ita  eontoits 
,  are  apicad  in  poola  about  mne  inches  deep,  which  present  a  large 
surface  to  the  rays  of  the  suij,  })y  the  power  of  wlucli  the  evapora- 
tion of  the  water  i^s  aloni'  pcriornjcil.  Aa  the  process  is  slow,  the 
crystals  arc  formed  of  a  large  sine.    The  surplus  of  the  spring  ruqa 
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runs  into  the  river,  which,  from  the  salt  taste,  it  in  oonseqaenoe  ac- 
cfttirai,  has  the  name  of  Bl  Saladillo. 

The  4|UBntity  of  nit  produced  at  these  spring  depends  on  the 
gieater  or  less  quantity  of  nun  that  falls ;  and,  owing  to  the  fa* 
eent  copious  showers,  the  brine  in  the  pits,  at  present,  is  very  weak : 
at  no  time,  however,  is  it  equal  in  strength  to  the  springy  of  Droit- 
wicfa  or  Norlhwidi.  I  was  tdd  by  the  superintendent,  that  salt 
could  be  dtasdved  in  it,  a  proof  that  the  water  is  not  fully  satu- 
rated. I  guessed,  from  the  number  of  well-dressed  officers  I  ob- 
aerved,  and  from  the  houses  built  for  their  residence,  that,  like  all 
royal  manufactories,  it  is  conducted  upon  an  extravagant  .systtin, 
and  produces  much  less  revenue  than  it  would  do  in  the  hands  of  a 
private  individual. 

From  a  hill  whidi  we  ascended,  after  leaving  Almaha,  we  first 
saw  the  plain  of  Granada,  but  not  the  city,  because  some  small 
hills  in  the  centre  of  that  plain  intercepted  the  sight.  This  plain  is 
of  great  extent,  and  includes  within  its  drcnk  filty-two  tamm.  Its 
length  is  about  thirty  miles  s  and  its  breadth,  in  the  part  we  crossed 
it,  about  sixteen.  It  is  situated  about  twelve  hundred  yards,  or  neaily 
three  quarters  of  a  mile,  above  tlie  levd  of  the  sea;  but  being  in* 
eleeed  by  mountains  of  a  stupendous  bright,  with  dieir  tops,  covered 
wiih  snow,  or  hid  in  the  ckrads,  it  1ms  the  appeannce  of  a  dtaK- 
cions  valley. 

When  we  reached  the  top  of  the  small  hills,  and  were  within 

two  leagues  of  the  citv,  that  most  interesting  object,  with  the  whole 
plain  beneath,  presented  itself  to  our  view:  nothing  could  exceed 
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the  prospect  which  iSknea  opened  upon  us :  the  rich  and  populoat 
country,  well  supplied  with  trees,  and  clenr  imilets  descending  from 
the  mountains,  and  artificially  contrived  to  intersect  it  in  every 
part;  the  splendid  city,  extending,  in  a  liall-inuon,  from  the  river, 
clothing  the  gradual  ascent  of  a  hill ;  the  streets  rising  ahove  each 
other;  the  profusion  of  tunets  and  gildeel  cupolas;  the  55ummit 
crowned  with  the  Alhambra ;  the  back  ground  composed  of  the 
m^estic  Sierra  ncvada,  with  its  top  covered  with  snow^  completed 
a  scene,  to  which  no  description  can  do  justice ;  a  scene,  to  view 
which  we  had  ridden  on  horseback  two  handled  mtles,  over  the  worst 
yoadain'the  world,  and  which  ^ye,  nevertheless,  oonsidefed  as  amply 
icfiayiiig'iiB  for  the  iatigne  we  had  endured,  and  die  filth  we  had 
cncbunteied.  We  rade  over  the  remainder,  of  die  p]fun,  'ti]l  we 
passed  the  bridge  acroas  die  Doxra,  and  entered  the  dty. 

'  This  phoe,  however,  should  be  viewed  at  a  distance,'  and  not  be 
too  nearly  inspected  $  for  the  splendid  poverty  visiUe  widnn  destn^ 
'  Oe  iUurion  created  by  a  distant  iriew. 
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LBTTER  XXXVin. 

SXneB  OP  THB  MOORISH  DOBONION  IN  SPAIN. 

GRANADA,  JAN.  iSlOt 

A.S  I  think  it  %\  ill  increase  the  interest  you  will  feel  in  read- 
ing my  deamptioa  ol  what  renaiat  of  tile  Moon  in  this  their  ktt 
pOMcenon  ia  Spain,  I  ahall  devote  a  few  boon  to  die  firing  yoU  H 
•%ht  aketib  bf  the  origin/ pfogreBe,  iuid  final  deatradioii  of  dicife 
power  in  die  BmuiMila. 

nieVingodie,  who  ovcfsan  lUs  pcoinooe  of  die  Ronwll  Sinp^ 
speedily  lost,  in  die  quiet  poaaeBsion  of  tiha  ooantiy,  that  wiolike 
poMtion  which  had  vendered  them  imeittiblei  Uie  simple  monoeri 
of  their  ancestors  were  qwickly  corrupted  by  the  enervating  laxnries 
which  an  uninterrupted  possession  of  a  fruitful  soil,  unilti  a  miltl 
climate,  never  fails  to  produce.  Nations  under  Buch  circumstances 
must  always  jfoll  an  easy  prey  to  the  attempts  of  the  first  hardy  in- 
vader :  and  this  is  an  obsecvation  that  has  scarcely  ever  been  more 
strongly  exemplified  than  in  the  period  of  history  w^ch  I  am  about 
to  notice. 

The  Gothic  kings  of  Spain,  like  their  sncoesson,  held  possession; 
oi  the  fortrew  of  Ceuta,  die  qoaitBr  whence  invasion  waa  moat  to  be 
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i^prdieniled.  The  cmnnwnd  of  It,  as  wdl  as  of  Gibnliar,  was 
entnisted  to  .Count  JaUan,  a  nobleman  of  the  hi^imt  nmk,  whose 
extensive  poaaenioiis,  in  Spain  and  Aftiea,  were  supposed  to  g^ve  die 
best  secnritjf  for  bis  fidditj. 

Rodrigo,  who  ifiUed  the  throne  of  Sfua  at  die  beginning  of  the 
eighth  centiiry,  was  a  cniel,  loxurioas,  and  debauched  prince.  He 
had  irritated  this  governor  by  the  tyranny  of  his  conduct,  and,  ;is 
popular  tradition  adds,  by  the  violation  of  his  daughter.  Julian  in 
revenge  catered  into  treaty  uith  the  Mahoniedans,  and  opened  a  way 
for  their  intiod action  into  Spain.  This  warUke  race,  issuing  from 
Arabia,  had,  in  the  siiort  space  of  eighty  years,  from  the  death  of 
Mahomet,  overrun  Persia,  Svria,  and  Egypt;  and,  Avith  the  single 
exception  of  the  fortress  Count  Julian  commanded,  hod  subdued  the 
eoast  of  Mauritania  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

Mttsa,  their  victorious  general,  prompted  by  the  suggestions, 
and  indnoed  hy  the  treachery,  of  Julian,  arranged  at  Tangiers  the 
aeeeMttry  prepttxatione  for  subjugating  the  Feninsuk  of  Spain.  The 
Ibst  attempt  was  made  in  710,  by  an  insignifieant  feree  of  100  Aiabe 
and  400  Moon,  wiw  landed  «t  Tsxiflh,  and  mardied  to  Algeairas, 
die  patrimonial  Actieas  of  tbe  vinfficdve  eount,  wbo>e  dependants 
and  oonnecdoBs  MOttved  the  Invaders  with  snch  hoflfntality,  and 
gAYS  them  audi  essuiaaoes  of  miffmt,  as  cnoooiaged  Muaa  to  anii- 
c^ate  sQooess. 

Bazly  in  711  Twee,  one  of  the  ablest  genends  in  tbe  aimy  of 
Moaa,  widi  5,000  of  his  bsst  troops,  landed,  at  GUnaltar,  where  he 
efjgainsed  .die  Christian  andharies,  that  crowded  in  oonsiderable 
numbers  to  his  standavd.  Rodngo  sunmumed  to  Toledo  the  Cbrisr 
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tian  ehieft,  and  theur  nvmenms  followm,  and,  at  the  head  of 
100,000  men,  marched  to  repel  this  handful  of  MUiomedan  troops ; 
but  tfeachery  had  introduoed  itself  among  tfie  Christian  nobles,  and 
tlie  sQiis  of  Witiza,  the  deposed  predecessor  of  RodngOj  were  among 
the  most  prominent  of  the  conspirators  against  their  country  and 
tlieir  Iteligion. 

The  Saracens,  widi  tlieir  Christian  auxiliaries,  advanced  with 
confidence  and  oouraoc  to  meet  the  host  of  their  opposers;  aud,  in 
the  plain  ncnr  Xeres,  on  the  hanks  of  the  Guadaletc,  a  hloody  l)at- 
tle,  of  three  days  dmation,  terminated  at  one  blow  the  life  of  Ro- 
drigjo  and  the  empire  of  the  Goths.  So  great  ^vas  the  piinic  pro- 
duced by  this  deciuve  victory,  that  the  Mahomedans  traversed  Spain, 
and  subdued  it  with  a  rapidity  almost  unexampled  in  the  history  of 
war.  Cordova  was  captured  by  7OO  Arabs;  and  Toledo,  where 
Bodrigo  had  htely  hdld  his  conr^  sonrendered  at  the  first  appearance 
of  the  invader. 

The  influence  of  terror  eavaed-  the  Jews  and  the  Christwos  of 
Spain  to  receive  with  snbmisBion  die  Mahomedan  &itb ;  and  tha 
wh<de  Peninsnla  was  compl^id}r  snbdoed  vMoept  a  band  of  invincible 
patriots,  who  united  behind  *die  shelter  of  the  Astarian  Monntains, 
and  under  the  command  of  Pelagius,  laid  the  foundation  of  that  • 
power  which»  during  the  possession  of  Spain  by  the  Arabs,  occa* 
sioned  perpetual  hostilities,  and  which,  after  7^0  years,  finally  ter» 
minuted  in  the  expulsion  of  the  usurpLis. 

The  Mahomedans,  intent  on  tiie  complete  coiKiucst  of  Spain,  dis- 
tributed themselves  over  the  country,  and  suhdued  and  trancjuilli/ed 

difieii^t  ddes  and  provinces.    While  the  fugitives  in  Aaturias 


Digitized  by  Google 


LETTERS  FHOM  SPAIN. 


849 


tMre  hcpn^  ^  jGanndation  of  &a  kii^oni  of  Leon,  anodwr  mall 
body  of  Inaoigenti,  who  had  folired  to  the  Pyienean  Mouniaiiis, 
gndwllj  encreaaed  in  Hiimlien,  and  exfending  thenwdvo*  into  die 
neighbouring  plains,  founded  tile  kingdom  of  Ntmiife ;  and  a  few  * 
yean  after,  the  ChristiaiiAof  Gataloniay  atsbted  by  the  eon  of  Gharkt* 
magne,  rallied  vamafi  the  ooontaof  Baroelana,  and  ftmned  anodier 
Chiiatiaa  state  in  the  noldi-east  eoiner  of  6ie  Frainsnla. 

Thus,  ^thin  less  than  a  century  after  the  Anihian  eonquest, 
three  formidable  and  independant  states  rose  up  in  succession^  and 
successfiilly  resisted  tlie  tyranny  of  their  oppressors.  These  states, 
peopled  by  the  descendants  of  those  veteran  Christians  who  haddis<>' 
dained  the  Arjibian  yoke,  accustomed  to  prirations,  fatigues,  and 
dangers,  and  inheriting  tlie  inveterate  animosity  of  their  ancestors, 
harassed  the  common  enemy  by  their  predatory  excursions,  and  ac- 
quired a  spirit  of  enterprise  and  a  contempt  of  danger  whicii  obliged 
their  foes  to  concentrate  their  power  within  a  much  narrower  circle 
than  that  over  which  they  had  originally  spread  themselves. 

Aa  the  Arabs  withdiew  towards  the  southern  parts  of  the  Penin- 
eula,  other  Christian  powers  axoae,  which  subsequently  formed  the 
kingdoma  of  Castile  and  Aragon ;  and  for  more  than  three  ccnturrea 
a  warfare  of  the  most  ferocious  nature  waa  kept  alive  by  the  followers 
of  the  rivaL  fritha,  in  which  the  power  of  the  Christians  giadnally 
extended  itseif»  while  tint  of  Aor  opponents  was  pfoportionaldy 
diminished. 

Daring  mie  elevendi  «ind  twelfUi  oentunes,  little  alteiation 
was  made  in  the  vdadra  power  of  the  two  partiee.  The  A«a- 
biBD  laoe  of  the  Ahnonmdes  and  Almohadea  was,  however^  dinded 
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about  1240  into  the  little  kingdoms  of  Valencia,  Murcia,  Gndont, 
and  Seville,  whidi  were  all  suocesaively  conqnered ;  the  &it  by  ijaB 
wme  of  Angoo,.  «nd  the  thvee  ket  by  thoea  of  Castile  uad  Loon ;  > 
•o  tbet  nothii^  vemained  to  lint  Aimbs.  bot  tbe  anall  U^g^doin  of 
GimuMb,  wbicli,  leiiilbraed  by  Ing^tive  MuhoiBeduia,,  encmued  in 
popdatioB,  m  wealth,  end  ctviBiatioii,  and  oonikmed,  during  neuiy 
three  centuries,  an  mdi^endeiit  power,,  gpvenied  by  the  kwe  and 
religion  of  Hfbboiiied. 

l7oder  the  Aiabiea  doBnn»tion,  S^ein  wee  first  governed  by  the 
genends  of  die  eBfiph  of  Bnnaocw,  who>brong|it  wtdi  diem  a  tnon 
of  ^vil'  and  nulitaiy  offioen,  who  preferred  an  establishment  in  this 
country,  with  its  emoluments  and  luxuries,  to  returning  home,  and 
remaining  mider  the  immediate  inspection  of  their  monarch,  in  whose 
ejes  the  riches  they  had  accumulated  woukl  have  l>eeu  an  unpardon- 
able crime.  The  scat  of  their  government  was  too  fnr  reii\nved,  and 
its  ptnver  too  weak,  to  n  c  all  these  chiefs,  who  became  the  heads  of 
hereditary  factions,  which  filled  the  country  with  petty  wars  ber 
tween  the  districts  which,  were  allotted  to  different  commander*. 
The.  Moslems  of  E^pt  were  established  in  Lisbon  and  MurciB) 
the  royal  legion  of  Damaacus  in  Cordova,  that  of  Emesa  in  Seville, 
that  of  Kenisrin  in  Jaen,  and  that  of  FaUttttna  m  Medina,  Sidonia 
and  Algauna.  Toledo  and  the  aunnuMKag  coant^r  was  divided 
among  the  partiaaiia  of  Temeaand  Poiaiaj  whlk/tbe  lieh  pbina  of 
Gtanada  were  gmnted  to  the  Mice  Bal^go^  and  10,0(M>  hofaencn 
from  Syria.and  Tmh,.who  warn- of  die  nofakafc blood  cf  Ambia. 

To  prercnt  the  faqda  which  fievailed  among  ao  manyjival  chieft^ 
die oafipha aent. vioeroya  to  govern  Spain;  hot  (torn  a  jcalonayof 


ILBTTEttS  FROM  SPAIN.  36 1 

dtflir  own-  offiomj  finked  the  durntion  of  their  power  to  ^rec  yean. 
Of  the  seveateen  Ticeiojs,  who  for-  half  «  century  ruled  in  Spain,  net 
cue  rctirtid  from  hia  govennnent  withoat  enoniHNM  wealth,  aeqittred 
by:  the  plunder  of  tbe  eolgects.  Nor  did  eny  one  of  diem  kave  die 
•UgUtest  memoriat  of  hia  AHl  Jn  wart  of  his  eoUcitude  to  pmmote 
the  proepeii^  of  the  coontry. 

The  mhabitante,  bomng  under  diie  heavy  yei&e  of  alavery,  were 
ever  dbpoeed  to  rebel  agunet  the  audunity  of  die  ^ceroye }  and 
.diviaiona»  frctione,  and  conapinuani,  aooompanied  their  govenuneat 
Hie  euiToundi9g  Chrietian  princes^  to  wliom  the  ui^Mrtnnate  and  op- 
pieMed.  Arabs  addieiaed  dumaelvea  Sat  refief,  tool^  advantage  of  jheb 
dBvi«oiM»  aikd  contmctod  ^thm  atfll  doeer  limita  die  domhiion  of 
die  MahoBoedana,  which  was  prevlonlly  weaJcened  by  emigrations  to 
Afiica  and  Asia,  whither  the  richer  cidsens  had  fled  to  avmd  die 
.  P**^^  tyranny  of  their  rulers. 

llic  expulsion  of  the  Omniadea  from  the  caliphate  of  Uamascus 
prepared  a  happy  levolmion  for  tiie  Arabians  in  Sp^n.  Ahdelrah- 
naan  btu  Moavia,  tlie  son  of  Hescham,  tlie  favourite  of  a  numerous 
party  of  nobles,  availed  himself  of  tlie  popular  discontents,  drove 
Juzef  Alfahr  from  the  viceregal  throne  of  Cordova,  establiahed  him- 
self as  a  sovereign,  and  founded  in  that  city  the  dominion  of  the 
western  caliphs.  Perceiving  the  evils  ariaiDg  from  a  difference  of 
xsligion,  and  wishing  to  conciliate  alL classes  under  his. dominion,  he 
proclaimed  a  toleration  for  differences  of  opinion  on  sacred  sub- 
jects, abstained  fivm  his  projected  invasion  of  the  Asturias,.  and 
aodeiated.  die  impoats  which  hia  predeeeasom  had  hud  on  tho 
geople. 
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lliong^  he  pradBimed  toleration  to  the  Christians,  he  adopted 
several  mcaeures  to  lessen  dieir  number,  and  brkig  the  snooeeifiiig 
generations  to  the  Mohamedan  fidth.  He  promoted  mamage  be- 
tween the  two  idigioDs ;  prafened  Mossiifaneii  only  to  offices  of  au- 
thority, and  granted  die  highest  &voan  to  those  who  apostatiaed 
from  the  Christian  professioD.  His  adnsinistration  was  oonductod 
irith  soch  aluUty  moi  skiO,  his  emsouragement  <^  agricoltnre  and 
commerce  trai  86  oonsiderable,  and  his  regard  to  die  prosperity  of 
his  people  so  evident,  that  his  Amdnicms  encreased  in  population  and 
riches.  His  capital  became  embelluhed  with  the  best  spedmens  of 
the  arts,  and  the  foundation  was  laitj  of  that  splendid  kin^om, 
wliicli,  wliile  Christian  Europe  was  sunk  in  barbarism,  preserved  the 
knowledge  of  tlie  arts  and  sciences. 

At  the  death  of  Abdelrahmaii,  Cordova  contained  within  its  walls 
six  huudrcd  mosques,  nine  Imndred  baths,  and  two  hundred  thou- 
sand houses :  and  the  power  of  tlie  western  caliph  was  acknow- 
ledged on  the  banks  of  the  Guadalquivir  by  eighty  cities,  three  hun- 
dred towns,  and  twelve  thousand  populous  villages. 

During  the  reign  of  tlie  twelve  caliphs,  who  succeeded  to  the 
throne  of  Ab<lelrahman,  Cordova  continued  their  capital,  hut  its  re- 
pose was  disturbed,  and  die  power  <^  the  monarchs  shaken,  by  those 
repeated  insunrections  to  whidi  deapotb  governments  are  always  ex- 
posed. In  the  reign  of  Abdalla,  Soar  Alcaisi,  and  afterwards,  Said, 
a  native  of  Syria,  raised  the  standard  of  revdt  in  the  numntsins  of 
Alpojanas,  between  Cordova  and  Granada,  and  though  joined  by 
numben  of  the  diseontented,  was,  after  munemiB  oonflictB,  quelled 
by  tlie  general  of  Abdalla. 
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The  edlm  which  snooeeded  these  revolte  vnm  ^stn^HsA  by  Mahomed 

bcD  AlHlailaiiph,  ot  a  Persian  family,  established  in  Alhania,  who, 
support!.;!  l)y  u  body  of  insurgeuts,  proclaimed  himself  calipli,  ;iiid 
niaintaiiK-d  a  long  and  doubtftjl  war  with  his  soverci<i;n  ;  hv.x  was 
conquered,  and  6nal)y  met  the  fate  of  a  trainir,  during  the  reigti  of 
Abtlelrahman  the  Tliird,  iu  the  year  924  of  the  Clirlstiau  era. 

For  nearly  a  cetifi<rv  after  this  period  the  sovereigns  of  Cordova 
enjoyed  an  undisturbed  repose,  till  Soliman  ben  AlhakeD^  an  adven- 
turer from  Africa,  led  a  numerous  army  of  Moors  into  Spain,  where 
he  was  joined  by  the  discontented  Arabs  ;  and,  after  a  rapid  career, 
entered  the  city  of  Cordova,-«eated  himaelf  on  the  throne  of  the 
caliphs,  and  transmitted  to  his  son  Ahuansor  the  power  of  iJie  Ma- 
bomedan^,  who  tranfferred  the  royal  rondenoe  to  Giwna^  in  1013, 
and  whose  socoesson  made  it  their  capital  till  its  final  subjngatioi^ 
by  the  diristians. 
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LETTER  XXXIX. 

CONTlKUAliON  OF  THE  HiSiORV  i  f  THE  MOOfis  iv  ckan A 1  >A  —  THEIR  8UBMI8- 

8IOK  TO  FERDINAND  PROi.KE^S  OF  THE  MOORS  IN  THE  CULTIVATION  OF 

SC1£NC£  TU£1E  BKlLh  Hi  PHYSIC  AND  THE  FINE  ARTS. 

^  GRANADA,  JAN.  I8IO. 

Having,  in  my  last  Letter,  sketdwd  the  hisfeovy  of  tl|j» 
S^oniedwM  in  Spun,  till  tlie  ertablwhinent  of  dieir  capital  in  dus 
«sty,  I  ahall  oandnao  the  snlilect  t»  &e  period  of  ihmt  oonqoeat 
by  ihe  Chiwdan*  woAet  FerdiiMmd  end  Iiabelh. 

Hie  fiunily  of  Almanaor  still  ooatinued  to  ftaga  in  Gnuuda,  in 
llie  year  1051,  when  Joeeph  ben  Tnidtphen,  King  of  Moroooo,  in* 
vaded  Granada  wi6i  an  irreflistihle  afwy.  The  timid  aacoeaaor  of 
Almanior,  Ibough  strengthened  hy  anxifianee  from  die  Qiiiadan 
King  of  CSastile,  fiaared  to  meet  turn  in  lietlle ;  end  when  hb  enemy 
advanced  towards  the  oty,  he  went  Ibrdi  to  receive  him,  and,  sor- 
rendering  his  power,  followed,  with  his  nobles,  in  the  train  of  the 
AfricJin  in\  cider,  who  was  thus  quietly  seated  on  the  throne,  whidll 
he  afterwards  filled  with  dignity  and  splendour. 

The  death  of  Joseph  occasioned  a  civil  war  in  Granada,  which 
was  succeeded  by  a  truce,  in  which  the  diH'ercnt  pretenders  to  the 
eoveieigaty  agreed  to  divide  the  kiugdom,  which,  however,  became 
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mgun  la&ted  in  1140,  hj  ibie  eatebluhment  of  a  pnnce  of  tiie  fiuaS^ 
of  die  AbnolUides  in  Ae  tole  po— e— ion  of  llie  sopreme  power. 
This  family  continued  on  the  throne  till  1232,  when  Mahomed 

the  First,  one  ui  the  greatest  of  the  AlotM'ish  princes,  laid  the  foundation 
of  a  new  dynasty,  tl>e  talents  and  virtues  of  whicli  raised  the  king- 
dom to  Its  hij^hest  degree  of  prosperity.  Mahomed.  tlu)ugli  he  always 
kept  up  a  powerful  army,  was  no  less  attentive  to-  the  arts  of 
peace.  Ue  regulated  the  revenues,  administered  justice,  cultivated 
science,  endowed  hospitals,  and  began  the  Alhambra,  a  fortrew 
which  was  ever  afterwards  considered  the  glory  of  Mahomedan  Spain. 

The  first  part  of  his  reign  was  undisturbed  by  war ;  but  Ferdi- 
imnd  of  Castile  having  succeeded  in  taking  Cordova,  he  feared  for 
llie  safety  of  hia  dominions,  and  .ondeavonved  to  strengthen  himself 
by  an  alliuice  with  Benudiel  King  of  Mania,  who,  having  declined 
his  ollcced  fiiendsfaip,  was  nnder  the  neceeaity  <^  oeding  hb  domi'> 
niotts  to  the  Christian  King,  to  avoid  their  bciag  conquered  by  this 
JMahomedan  prinee^  Ferdinand,  having  thus  obtained  possession  of 
Murda,  tamed  his  arms  against  the  kingdom  of  Granada.  Maho- 
med fought  the  battib  of  Marios  widi  the  commands  of  Gaktntva ; 
but,  though  vietorioiis,  was-  direatened  with  such  orerwhelming 
forces,  that  he  yielded  to  Ferdinand,  paid  tribute  for  his  dominions, 
and  assisted  witii  his  troops  at  the  capture  of  Seville,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  a  vassal  to  the  Christian  chief. 

The  death  of  Ferdinand  prwluced  eivil  wars,  in  Castile,  aniouf^ 
the  subjects  of  his  son  Alphonso,  and  Mahomed  availed  himself  of 
the  opportunity  to  throw  oflP  the  yoke  he  had  unwillingly  borne, 
mid  focming  alliwces  with  other  Moorish  chieftains,  defeated  the 
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umy  oTMpbonio  at  AkdakM.  Wrth  d»  ttaMllHMe  of  «n 
tiumMUid  hone  fimoi  lloMow,'  he  inveetad  the  dtiee  «f  GiMiidiaE  «ad 
Bfelaga,  which  were  ondbr  pfofcectioa  of  die  ktngdott  of  Cietik; 
and,  after  a  long  siege,  took  the  htter  by  etorai,  in  1&73^  whea  fail 
leign  and  hie  life  wen  tenunated  by  Ae  fatigues  of  wm 

Mahomed  the  Second  succeeded  his  firther,  and  has  left  a  higher 
character  than  any  of  the  monarchs  of  his  race.  The  commence- 
ment of  his  reigti  was  disturbed  by  domestic  tactions,  which,  by 
his  firmiiKss  atid  wisdom,  he  either  subdued  or  conciliated.  He  wa« 
the  patron  of  arts  and  of  commerce,  and  the  protector  of  si  icuce. 
Hi*  coort  was  the  resort  of  astronomersi  physioaos,  pfaQosophers, 
orators,  and  poets ;  and  hie  own  coin|tontiDiie  in  vene  ase  eelebistad 
by  the  Andbs  for  their  wit  and  epigrammatic  humour.  He  renewed 
the  aUianoe  with  the  King  of  CaatUe ;  bat  Alphonsa  having  paaeed 
Ha  Italj,  he  took  advaotage  of  his  afasenoe,  and  fanned  a  tieaty 
with  the  iKxDg  of  Bforoeoo^  who  sent  him  ao  anny  of  serarteen 
thousand  men,  by  the  aid  of  which  he  defeated  die  Gfanstian  feroes, 
enlaiged  Us  doBUinoDS  by  die  capture  of  Jacn,  and  finally  eondndBd 
a  truty  of  peace,  in  which  the  Chnstians  nnoanoed  their  dmm  of 
vassalage,  agreed  to  defray  the  cxpeneea  of  the  war,  and  aoixnn- 
dered  to  die  Moors  Thrife  and  Algeairaa. 

His  son,  of  die  same  name,  soeeeeded  to  die  throne  in  1309, 
and  resembled  him  in  his  love  of  KtamtMie,  and  Ins  patronage  of 
the  fine  arts ;  but  being  engaged  In  a  war  with  the  King  of  Arra- 
goHj  discontents  were  fomented  in  the  capital ;  and  when  he  returned, 
an  insurrection  broke  uut,  uhicli  tiuiiafcncd  the  crown  to  Almas - 
Ber  his  brothei-,  who,  though  only  twenty-five  years  ut  age,  was 
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nomy,  mod  ioM  tkiU  in  imtin^  %KkmmSfiaiL  talilM  «iid  iartnuneiili 
mUtk  the  greatMlMouMj:  «sImi<«iu»  Jwirever^  tnofit  Jbr  lh»  tar- 
Mint  pwiod  in  vvluc^  Im  Isfed,  he  yitUed  to  the  sedkaotti  diipo»- 
4mi  -flf  Utaiibjects,  4vtMi weM aidnd  by  Innd  Ftines  of  Malaga, 
and  in  1S14  withdrew  £pam  the  tfmne  io  a  Mfe  of  literary  rel3r&> 
tnent,  while  the  more  warlike  Ismael  mieceeded  to  that  dignity 
which  the  mild  virtues  of  AlmLissLr  rendL-rcd  liini  unht  to  maintain. 

Were  I  to  name  tlw  various  kings  who  in  succession  ruied  the 
hiogdora  of  Granada,  I  should  I  fear  exhaust  your  patience ;  and  I 
have  only  been  induced  to  mention  these  few,  because  tiieir  reigns 
were  marked  by  a  love  of  scieace  which  gave  a  character  to 
iHntory  matenally  different  inm  that  which  it  had  before 

Granada,  somatinas  nt  DniNBea,  eometUMs  in  aUianoe  widi  Ca^ 
i(ila  and  with  Anragon,  sometinies  reoeivili|f  ■aoconrs  from,  and  soiaa- 
timat  aendin^  invading  anmat  to  Bvfaary,  wa»  ittetf  ton  by  thaw 
fntsitina  aovmoikoa  wliicb  am  fmpao^y  the  gmim,  and  aia  akv^ 
ih»  fannumeiB  of  ilia  diwalatifln  •af  atates.  Tht  last  ymt  a^  Gi*- 
nada  miMgott  in  14811  Ij  ABwiiaaen,  ^An^  inetignted  by  tiw  di»- 
contanti  in  Onlile,  wUeh  the  ecoeewon  af  Feidinand  and  laabdla 
liad  ereated|»  nardiad  an  amy  of  40,000  nan  to  atteek4lMir  doni* 
mona.  Fanlinand  proposed  a  trace  fer  three  years,  irineh  wae  ao> 
eepted.  Dorii^  tfiis  period,  having  qoietod  He  rebelHons  snl^ects, 
he  directed  his  forces  against  Albohasen.  He  commenced  his  opera* 
tions  by  Ciijitmuig  Alhama,  whicli  ^^ave  a  decisive  blow  to  the 
Mooiisli  pow  t:r,  since,  by  the  fall  of  this  place,  the  Christians  be- 
came masters  of  an  impr^^ble  fortress  in  the  heart  of  the  enemy 
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demmaoB,  and  were  UMnoe  enabled  to  excite  Uintaw  and  dinww. 
tioos  among  the  diffbent  parties  in  the  cafMtal. 

Four  fiumliesy  of  iattioguabai  wealth  and  m»*««t^,  MiU 
^  wholft  langdoM  into  ftctmuy  and  by  dieir  iiitngoM  aad  aninii^ 
ntiot  accdanted  ite  nua.  From  iha  GaoMlM^  the  Abanectmii^ 
-liie  Akbaotty  and  tfw  Z^iii,  tlia  minktefo  of  atate,  of  Joadaa^ 
and  at  religion,  and  iStm  ooQunaoden  of  thframdat,  were  geaemUj 
adected;  and  die  dita^poiiitaM&ta  of  tbeae  rival  ^  in  their 

aoliGitatioiui  tor  ihme  offioee,  wially  prodnetd  inMnveetion  and  icbel- 
lioa.  Amid  this  scene  of  internal  division,  Albohasen,  who  had 
provoked  the  hostility  of  Castile,  forfeited  tlie  res|>ect  ai"  liis  sub- 
jects, by  a  bUad  attachment  to  a  Chriauaa  captive,  for  %vho&e  ssake 
he  divorced  his  wife,  and  caused  her  sons  to  be  executed.  He  was, 
in  coiisct^iieiue,  deposed,  and  Abo  Abdeh,  his  eldest  son,  who 
alone  escaped  from  the  slaughterj  was  raiaed  by  the  pei^e  to  the 
throne  of  his  father. 

Ferdinand  in  the  mean  time  admnced  towards  the  city,  and  Abo 
Abdeli,  in  a  battle  near  Lucina,  was  defeated,  and  made  prisoiiai> 
J>uring  his  captivity  he  entered  into  a  treaty  with  his  cooqaenNV 
which  restored  him  to  his  liberty,  but  his  people^  being  anl* 
mated  with  fury  at  the  disgiaoefiil  terms  to  which  he  had  acceded^ 
drove  lum  from  the  throne,-  and  Albohasen  was  again  elevated  to 
die  aovtrngnty  tat  a  lew  monthi,  when  bis  brother,  Muly  el  Za^gd, 
waa-enabted,  by  the  ficUb  popahce,  to  dethraoe  hun,  and  aaeama 
the  soeptre. 

The  policy  of  Ferdinand  indoeed  him  to  support  the  intereeta 
of  the  exiled  Abo  Afaddi,  and  to  foment  thoee  diviaiona,  between  the 
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VMtl  aiMnRlis,  tvlndi  finmred,  vndt  opened  lib  lo'tlie  final 
wihirtiimi  of  Gmmdak  A  afaort  allinMo.  wu,  mdoed^  formed  bo- 
tmam  lfa«  Mooriah  kings,  by  the  preacUi^  of  a  oMntted  ftkaor 
of  ilie  hpiMB  flf  AfaaaeemaBB,  to  tnjiow  mnuQg  die  people  ISatened 
»8  voice  of  uufRMtkn :  lie  pradaimed,  in  die  nune  of  God 

and  his  prophet,  the  approaching  ruin  of  the  Mahometan  fiuth,  un- 
less tVie  two  competitors  should  uiute  iii  its  support.  His  eloquence 
produced  a  transient  e&ct,  but  the  Jealooay  of  the  rivals  soon  re* 
nved. 

About  this  time  Ferdinand  captured  Velez,  and  besiegtMl  Ma- 
laga; which  last  city,  after  a  desperate  defence,  submitted,  in  14d7> 
to  his  arms,  while  Muley,  who  was  advancing  to  its  relief,  was  de« 
Sieted  by  Abo  Abdeli.  Indeed,  such  was  the  mutual  animosity  of  these 
near  relatives,  that  Mnley  agreed  to  a  treaty  with  Ferdinand,  by 
whiohba  cededJitaatioDgtowiaaof  GhndixaiidAlflaeria,  and  retired 
to  pnmjf  in  the  moonlauis  of  A^mnma,  aoMy  widi.  tbe  'tmw 
4Mt  dm  arbofe  fctce  of  dio  Ghrirtww  night  be  direoled  ogainat 
Ua  litaL 

Abo  Abdcfi,-  icdnoed  to  die  city  and  the  plain  of.  Granada,  waa 
ai  dm  amoy  of  die  Gaadlian  eonqneror;  bntdieesteatand  atrengdi 
cf  die  plaoe  praniaed  «  long  and  obattnato  reaialance,  and  Ferdi- 
«uod,  widi  an  amy  of  aeveufy  thonamd  men,  ivna  nnable  to  tnveat 
iL  Beaohid,  bowever,  to  oonqoer  dua  kat  refiige  of  tbe  Mabome* 
dana,  fan  ooenpied  dm  anMonn^ng  oonntzy  with  hie  traop,  built 
die  dty  of  Santa-leo  mdnn  two  leagnea  of  it,  and  dnw  dddier 
die  and  an^pUea,  which  bad  previoualy  centered  in  Gi»* 

nadiu 


Digitized  by  Google 


-J 

X1«  LETTERS  rfiOM  SPAlK 

«f  thoM  Bicn^  friioM  twCund  -And  impasManed  doqoenoe  ku  sdme* 
iiaH8«i«iaMd«  people  t»  ^tedi  of  hcnnin,  nmed  hit  roice,  in 
tnidit  itf  ilie  i!ity,  ttod  awsbencd      vnlnbitenti  from  thdr  lediinrgy. 

Twenty  thousand  enthusiasts,  ranged  under  his  banners,  were  pre-* 
pared  to  sally  forth,  with  the  fary  of  desperation,  to  attack  the  be- 
siegore,  when  Alio  Abcieli,  more  afraid  tif  his  sabjects  than  of  the 
enemy,  resolved  immediately  to  capitolate,  and  modetem^s  \^  ith  the 
Christians,  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  Moors  should  be  al- 
lowed the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  and  laws ;  should  he  per- 
mitted, if  they-thoogfat  proper,  to  depart,  unmolested,  with  their 
effects,  to  Afma;  and  li»t  be  Idmself,  if  k»  lemained  id  Sp«tD| 
•hoold  •tetmn  an  extensive  eatate,  with  houses  «nA  slaves,  or  tie 
granted  an  cqaiviBeiit'iii  muie^y  if  he  .pnfesved  idiriugp  to  fiariiaiy. 

Ihva,  aAer«ig^  cenhnies,  i^fawn  of  -die  IfBSnmiedaiis  m 
tenriiiiaied  m  Spain.  Aho  AbdeB,  Ihe  lut  of  iheir  cfaiefB,  alAer 
bendil^'die  Imee  to  fte  Kiiig«lFCIttlik»  and  kisni^  his  hnad  as  a 
token  of  8ubniiesi<ni|  retired  to  his  dovuri,  loaded  with  ^  hatred 
and  the  curses  of  the  people,  and  the  esecrafions  of  Im  own  ftmnly ; 
whOe  tihcreBUMint  of  flie  nation,  aiAer  anbmittini^to  Ao'Cihriatians^ 
was,  m  defianoe  of  ereiy  piuiciple  of  good  fnAk  and  enfightened 
policy,  finaify  bmushed  to  ihe  sterile  and  toltry  regions  of  their 
ancestors, 

1  reiruirn,  with  some  difficulty,  from  narrating  the  wars  which 
succeeded  the  contjuest  of  Granada,  and  the  heroism  displavtd  by 
the  Moors,  who  were  scattered  in  the  mouxitaius ;  the  eloquence  of 
their  chiefs,  their  sufferings,  and  their  constancy,  would  be  a  theme 
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Itrest  -I  alidl  ttanfine  fMHat  to  joMr  vioir  MHie  aee0Qii4>  af  ilnft 
period,  wlien  ChwatenJon^  mnJk  under         dbnunion,  destkvtfrof 

Mienee,  and  deprived  of  the  knowlcdj^  of  the  Grecian  ami  Roman 
authors,  was  in  a  state  of  mental  barljarism,  and  the  successors  of 
the  Arabian  prophet  prcsci-ved,  wlthia  the  narrow  confiues  of  the 
httk  kiiigdoin,  of  Granada,  the  only  remainii^  portion  of  the  light 
<rf  knowledge. 

That  contempt  of  kaowliidgc  wlilch  \ras  the  natural  effect  of  the 
warlike  pursuits  ot  ^iahoioed  and  his  niunftUatu  succcfisors,  and 
which  produced  the  destruction  of  the  treasures  ot  antiquity  in  the 
lifaauy  of  Alexandria,  continued  till  the  acoewion  of  ALmamon,  the 
aMendi  cal^  of  tht  race  of  Abasaides,  who  acnt  ttgaatB  llumigb 
Anacoia,  Syria,  apd  JBgypt,  to  collect  the  scientific  writings  of 
Greaoe.  These  he  caused  to  be  translated  into  the  Arafaie  laQguege* 
and  nsMiiunend«l  then  to  the  rtady  of  )ib  Mi)|ecti.  Hie  flaooesabn 
wen  equally  inclined  to  pUMMto  Ae  adnmceinent  of  kiMradedfa^ 
and  w«f«  mailed  itt  thie  lespect  by  tfte  Patiiiiiiaa  oC  Afi^  andtfae* 
Omniedee  of  Spain.  Ibiu  lave  of  fitemtiire  bieane  extended  to 
Fei,  CecdovB,  and  GiaMda. 

TUe  Aialac  wntan  affinn,  dial;  die  Oomiides  eolketod  nziian* 
died  Uuoeeod  voiamea,  and  neadon  eefenlj  poUie  fibfoma  ia  die 
diiieRnt  Speaiah  eidee  aader  die  doaunioii  of  die  Aiaiia;  ia  1120, 
they  enasMiate  one  hundred  and  fifty  aadKm,  natives  of  Cocdova, 
fif^-two  of  Almerfa,  seventy-^x  of  Murcia,  and  fifty-three  of 
Mala^,  besides  those  of  Seville,  Vaiencia,  oud  Grauada,  who^ 
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MeonMn>  during  neariy-feiirwatiiriflSj  kept  aKve  tfaie  afwit  of  fife-* 
imtnxe:  it-WM,  beraravor,  principally  ia  tdiu  last  city  that  it  'flira* 
lidwd,  m  tiludi  then  were  at  that  time  two  uniTerrities,  two  royalF 
collies,  and  a  public  fibrary,  ewidtod  ividi  the  prodactions  of  the 
best  Greek  and  Arabic  writers.  So  general  'was  the  love  of  learning 
in  Granad.i,  that  it  extemlecl,  notwitl^standiiijj;  tlic  pi  uhiljitions  of 
Malioined,  lu  lUe  solUi  sex.  Xascliiua  acfjuired  celebrity  as  a 
poetess ;  Moaada  as  an  historian ;  and  Leila  a&  a  mathematiciau  and 
miiversal  scholar. 

i  shall  not  enter  intu  the  question  how  far  this  display  of  know« 
ledge,  this  taste  for  KteratUK,  tended  to  soften  the  harsh  features 
«f  the  Mahomedao  teligicm,  er  to  moUify  the  despotism  of  its  go- 
irtnunent.  'Hie  modems  are  at  least  indebted  to  them  for  havings 
pieaemd  writiiigs  ni  atiinent  Greelt  aaihoKs,  whose  woHtti, 
when-  laamiog  revStnud  m  GhiiMiaii  Biiyope>  became  important  auxilf- 
aiifea  iafbrtheringdie  pK^xeei  of  haman  aoqinrement  Physic  i'a 
particolar  wa4  difigeotly  atndied,  and  the  namea  of  Meana,  jGeber, 
and  Amsena,  may  be  elasted  with  those  of  ^eir  Greek  instnicton. 
Such  was  the  odehri^  of  the  Mahomedan  phyncians,-  titot  die  lives 
of  <he  Cathoiie  kings,  in  extreme  sid^neas,  were  frequently  en*^ 
trusted  to  their  care ;  and  Mnratori  gives  them  the  credit  of  having 
loonded  at  Salerno  thai  school  ibr  me£<^  which  difibaeddie  know-- 
kdge  of  the  heaKng  art  through  Italy,  md  die  rest  of 'Burope. 

Tliey  were,  however,  but  imperfectly  acquainted  with  anatomy, 
as  the  dissection  ot  the  human  fruine  was  forbidden,  and  they  could 
only  judjre  of  its  oiganizaiion  Irom  the  inspection  of  monkeys  and 
oAiber  animals.    Botany  was  a  favourite  study,  and  the  travellers  of 
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GiBiuKla  broii|^t  from  Africs,  P«nia,-  md  Indk,  plaato,  whidi 
cdriobcd  their  coUectiona. .  Jo  the  study  of  chenustry  ftlw  diey  ha4 
made  some  progresa :  they  analysed  aubatencesj  obociyad  ^  affoitj 
of  acids  and  alkalies,  and  diew  valnaUe  wedifiaiiee  ivom  tho  moat 
poisonous  mmeialik 

The  sciences  in  which  the  Arabs  of  Granada  more  especially  ex- 
celled, were  the  various  branches  of  mathematics,    Aaironomv  ^v  as 
early  introduced,  and  eagtiiy  cultivated,  and  the  bniiiancy  of  tliL*  at- 
mosphere, the  extent  of  the  horizon,  and  the  nature  of  tlieir  occupa- 
tions, enabled  them  to  mal  e  considerable  proficiency  in  that  science, 
even  at  an  early  period.    An  astronomical  clock,  of  very  curious  con- 
atmctioD,  was  among  the  presents  sent  to  Charlemagne,  by  an  Arabiaa 
king,  ia  the  year  8O7 ;  and  in  a  work  published  by  Almamon,  in  614^ 
mentioo  is  made  of  two  observations  of  the  oUiqpiity  of  the  ecHpde^ 
and  the  mode  is  deaeribed  of  aBeaaoriog  a  degree  of  the  meiidiBak, 
Hie  leaMlt  of  MA  fmej  mbiIj  oofMapaada  mih  IIm  nraae  feeaat  «>• 
peiimeiiia  wade  in  Pern  «nd  Liyland.    AlfluMMo  Kiiig  of  CSaalfle 
employed  Axabian  astronomer  to  in^tract  ihe  praleaKin  in  hia  domi* 
nions;  and  it  ia  piobable,  that,  from  thia  cininnBtaiioe»  the  tenaa 
Kadir,  Zenith,  Asimadi,  and  many  ollien,  have  been  tcanafismd 
from  the  Anlnan  language  to  all  the  dialecta  of  Eurape. 

Arithmetic,  geometry,  tngonometfy,  and  optica,  wave  aedulonsfy 
•todied.  Aldunigh  the  ayatem  of  nomemtion,  which  ia  the  baais  of 
OUT  aridunetic,  may,  peihapa,  be  traced  to  move  remote  antiquity, 
it  probably  would  not  have  been  ao  estenaivefy  and  so  early  adopted, 
but  Ibr  the  bboun  of  ^  Arabs  of  Granada.  Algebra,  though  not 
indebted  to  them  for  its  origin,  was  advanced  very  considerably  by 
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dieir  eaertioDt;  and  a  Spanish  Anib,  of  the  elevendi  oentwy,  Gdber 
ben  Aplib*  is  considered  idmost  as  die  linuider  of  trigoaomctfy,  by 
new  dieoreaiSf^wluch  he  proposed. 

in  thoae  branches  of  inadiematies  wUch  axe  cconecled  with 
phywcs,  the  Arabs  made  little  or  no  progress,  bvt  contented  tbem- 
salves  with  servilely  copying  the  antientB,  or  eonuneatbg  on  their 
erraiB.   With  aU  iSt»  Icnowledge,  howevafi  whidi  die  Arabs  pos- 
sessed, they  were  as  unacquainted  as  their  Christian  contemporaries 
with  those  exquisite  writinj^  of  Greece  and  of  Rome,  \\  liu  h  have 
banded  down  to  us  the  heroic  characters  describt  ti  iu  tlie  pages  of 
Plutarch  and  Livy,  and  which  have  exhibited  mankind  in  its  most 
elevated  point  of  view.    But  to  estimate  justly  the  rank  which  tlie 
Iwiiigdom  of  Granada  held  among  the  nations,  it  ought  to  be  com- 
pared with  the  Christian  kingdoms  of  the  same  age,  and  not  with 
those  which,  since  the  revival  of  learning,  the  reformation  of  reli- 
ffioa,  and  the  estahliahment  of  liberty,  have  so  greatly  increased  in 
,  ewty  qpeciea  of  knawls%e  and  refinement. 
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LETTER  XL. 

AGRICULTUltB  OF  THB  MOOftS— SlUU  — CIATHS  — rOBCBUUN— iBAXKBft— 
nNB  AKTS  —  lumiSBS  — «-  COVKBMHrarr  HZVBBrUB8  MIUTAKY 
KSTABUSHMBNT. 

tnUWADA,  JAW.  iSlO. 

'  The  introduction  uf  science  extended  its  influence,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Granada,  to  objects  which  at  first  sight  appeared  uncon- 
nected witii  it.  The  extensive  popnlatkn  of  this  amall  kingdom 
RodoRd  an  attention  to  its  agrioiUure  ncccimj,  in  aider  to  supply 
die  idobus  uf  subsistence.  What  the  catact  numbers  of  the  popolB,- 
tion  may  hsve  been  it  is  now  difficult  to  aaeertunj  hut  in  the  year 
1311,  an  wnbssBsdor,  sent  Iran  Spain  to  Vienna^  stalnd  the  inhnhir 
taats  of  tibe  capttsl  to  amonnt  to  two  Imndied  thousand  Moon,  be- 
sides My  djOBsand  imapidoes,  and  thirty  thousand  CShristian 
captives. 

Agrlcoltnre  in  Gtanada»  under  the  Sanoens*  fbnned  the  prin- 
apal  and  most  hooouzafale  occnpatSon}  and  OiM^  ihey  liad  not, 
£ke  die  Romans,  the  deity  Stereutus,  the  attention  paid  to  mannra 
was  not  less  dban  widi  that  people :  it  ivas  caiefblly  preserved  in 

pits,  that  none  of  die  salts  might  be  lost,  and  was  liberally  spread 
over  tlieir  fields ;  irngatiuu  >vas  cart^iuiiy  attended  to ;  and  the  trans* 
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parent  streams  which  descended  from  the  moanttdns  woe  divertod  into 
dioiisands  of  channels,  to  fertilize  the  soil. 

The  hagotrf  of  Mahomedanism  forbade  diem  to  aell  their  aoper- 
flnooe  corn  to  the  auRoiiBding  nalione  j  and  die  ivant  of  that  eti* 
mnlin,  which  the  oectunty  of  a  vent  prodaces,  prevented  dienk  Ironi 
carrj^ng  Ae  cnltivatMn  of  grun  to  any  great  extent  lo  jeam  of 
abundance  it  was  dqiontcd  in  thecaveinaof  rodu,  lined  widi  etraw^ 
die  moadia  of  whieh  were  covered  widi  dw  aame  material,  whae  it 
was  praMTved  for  a  long  sacceseion  of  years.  On  the  Inrdi  of  eveiy 
child- «  denm  was  fiUed  with  eoni»  whidi  was  destined  to  be  his 
portion  when  arrived  at  matnrity. 

TW  rfrligioiis  prejudice  which  induced  the  Moors  to  n^lect,  in 
some  degree,  the  cultivation  of  grain,  led  them  to  cultivate,  with 
bcduloiis  attention,  fruitt.  ui  all  kiiui5,  wluch  bceui,  iadced,  to  have 
formed  their  principal  alimetit.  ^pain  owes  to  this  people  the  in- 
trodaction  of  the  infinite  saiiety  oi  iruits,  whn  h  are  now  cousidered 
almost  as  indijcrenous.  It  is  equally  inf!L'})tcU  tu  tlieui  for  the  sugar- 
cane, the  cotton-tree,  and  all  tlie  best  horticultural  productions  with 
whidi  die  country  now  abounds.  T^iough  wine  was  forbidden, 
Vmes  were  cultivated  to  such  an  extent  that  their  annual  value  in  the 
rtffkp  or  |dain,  is  estimated  by  a  writer  in  the  year  1296  at  fimr- 
-feeen  tfaonsaod  golden  crowns,  or  dght  dummnd  pounds  sterling,  a 
prodpgioas  som  at  that  day,  when  the  ftnega  of  wheat  (neaiiy  two 
bnsheb)  sold  ifor  about  one  shilling. 

The  commerce  of  Granada  was  yvj  axlenaive  at  an  eariy  period, 
jand  the  hmoriea  of  India  wen  bcooght  to  supply  it*  volaptwms 
eonri  Iron  Alexandria  to  Malaga.  The  alks^of  Jbdia  were,  however 
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90on  imitated  by  the  Moors,  and,  afber  some  practice,  wemtipeil  ex- 
celled* Capmany,  in  his  Historical  M«moirs  of  the  Commerce  of 
BarodoiWf  qnotn  ft  letter  of  Navageio,  *  VemetuD  taahBaudar, 
^tlen  turn  Gnmade^  in  whick  hs  laya,  "  Th^'make  how  aillu  oi 
all  kinda,  tat  wbauAi  there  ia  a  giaat  conaiimptioii  in  Spain  ;  tfaair 
iilietiea  are  aa  good)  pcriiaps  better  Ihan  dioee  of  Italy;  and  didr 
nIk<Mf]ges,.  and  vdveta,  are  fikewiae  of  good  quaH^/'  Fran  ibe 
eoouneree  ivith  Indii  llie  poredajna  of  Ctuna  were  intvodnoed  in 
Gfanada;  and  in  diia  brnndi  the  Moon  appear  to  have  gona  beyond 
iheir  modeb,  if  ive  may  be  allowed  to  forai  a  judgment  fnm  two 
exquisitely  worked  vases,  preserved  in  the  palace  of  the  Alhambra, 
and  from  the  glazed  tiles,  whicli  lorm  the  most  remarkable  oruameut 
of  that  magniBcent  eilifioe. 

It  is  probable  that  the  manufecture  of  woollen  cloths  had  ad- 
vanced in  proportion  to  that  of  siliv,  if  we  consider  the  quantity  of 
fine  wool  which  Spain  produced ;  and  it  is  known,  that  a  present  of 
cloth  sent  to  Charles  the  Bald,  king  of  France,  was  highly  eaieened. 
1^  tbat  monarch.    CSoths  of  cotton  and  of  flax  were  ooumonly 
inade  and  used  by  the  people  of  Granada.;  but  the  mnTinfacture  in 
which,  above  all  others,  they  excelled,  was  that  of  curing  and  dye- 
ing leather,  whidi,  Uioa^  now  lost  in  l^pain  by  die  bamahment  of. 
Ae  Moofo,  haa  been  carried  to  Fes,  and  to  England,  'wbtn  iht 
names  of  Biorocoo  and  Gofdovan  are  atill  ap^ied  to-katfier  pnpand> 
after  llwbr  mode. 

The  Mboca  of  Gtanada  made  some  progress  in  woikiog  mines  of 
^  varioQS  metals  with  ndiidi  the  moontains  aboond;  and  though 
no  tnoes-an  kft  of  any  g<dd  or  silver  mines,  and  tfasir  aeeoonli  of 
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the  fofmer  imtai  prove  that  it  was  produced  by  washiug  the  «and  of 
the  river  0uro ;  yet  it  is  certain  that  iion  and  lead  mines  were 
worked  to  an  extent  that  enabled  them  to  export  considerable  quan- 
titievtotheChmtiaiMctf  BarcekmaandtheMooraof  AIra  Their 
manufBctories  of  inm  and  steel  were  oonBidenhle  f  and  tihe  latter 
tvw  so  cKceUcnty  that  the  ewnidi  of  Gnmada  were  preferred  to  all 
odieis  in  Spain. 

The  fine  aits  xntt  vetj  impofeetly  known.  The  prohUu- 
lion  ainong  the  Mahomedana  to  copy  the  human  llMiin,  had,  no 
doubt,  a  condderable  infloenoe  in  preyenting  thdr  attaining  any  ex- 
oeilenoe  in  odier  painting  or  sculpture ;  and  tfiov^  thdr  jtnneia 
and  inhtyere  of  wood  wofked  widi  nio^»  there  is  an  evident  want 
of  taste  in  their  ornaments,  as  well  as  in  their  architectural  plans. 
They  excelled  in  tin-  ituccu,  with  which  they  ornameiitcti  tluir 
apartments,  luid  di^|> laved  great  and  singular  skill  in  piiiiirjuu  aud 
gilding;  them;  abundant  proofs  of  which  still  remain  lu  the  Al- 
hambi':i. 

Music  Wds  an  object  of  study  with  some  of  tVie  mmt  tin'mcnt 
Arabs ;  aud  Avicena,  the  most  celebrated  of  their  literati,  illustrated 
it  by  some  works  which  are  in  the  Escurial.  The  ^aoout  was  bcouglit 
to  them  from  Persia,  and  consistad  only  of  seven  notes,  indicated  by 
the  seven  vnuda  of  their  first  nmi^rals.  No  less  than  thirty-one 
musical  instruments  are  enumerated  in  their  writings ;  but,  as  they 
paid  little  attention  to  time,  it  is  not  probable  that  they  had  made 
much  prpgreas  in  die  scienoe. 

The  manners  of  the  Moors  in  Spain  were  much  softened  by  the 
aoquuemflnt  of  knowledge;  and  widioat  kabg  the  waiiike  character 
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wliich  Introduced  them  into  the  country,  they  acquired  a  degree  of 
gallantry,  and  even  devotion  to  the  fair  sex,  very  leaiote  from  the 
practice  of  other  Mahomedaus,  which  probably  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  that  chivalrous  spirit  that  once  universally  prevailed,  and  the  • 
traces  of  which  are  still  to  be  observed  in  the  interior  of  Spain. 
IMstinctions  gained  in  war  were  considered  the  anreat  paigqKnrte  to 
the  afleedooa  of  the  &ir}  the  gallant  warrior  waa  ammttted  by  tihe 
hopes  of  the  applauses  of  his  mistress,  and  in  ih^  tilts' and  touna- 
ments  the  ladies  were  the  Judges,'  and  distribnted  die  prises  to- the 
hdd,  and  to  the  dexttons. 

This  devotion  to  the  seac  was  not  deatvojed  hf  polygamy,  which, 
though  pemutted  by  the  law,  waa  seldom  praetised,  nor  by  die  right 
of  divorce,  which,  being  mutual,  gave  an  equality  to  the  sexes  un- 
known in  other  Mahoxnedan  countries.  The  ornaments  of  the  ie- 
males  were  girdles,  embroidered  with  gold  and  silver ;  the  hair, 
which  was  luii^,  was  tied  with  strings  of  coral  and.  amber,  while 
neckliices  of  topaz,  crysolite,  amethyst,  or  emerald,  encircled  the 
bosom;  their  indulgence  also  in  the  most  expensive  perftinofis  waS 
carried  to  a  degree  of  extravagance  bordering  on  insanity. 

The  government  of  the  Arabs  was  a  military  despotism,  ame- 
liorated, however,  by  customa  and  maimevs,  wludh  made  it  prefer- 
able to  the  nnoontronled  tyiamiy  of  dieir  Basteni  pcoguuinm,  The 
dwooeweseleetive;  but  the  reigning  monaidi  had  uana)]^  the  oppcew 
tani^  of  tiansntttii^  it  to  his  posterity,  by  asaodating  in  lus  power 
a  fevoorite  son,  by  oenriliating  die  leading  nobka,  and  attaching 
Ifaem  to  the  inteiesta  of  his  intended  auooesaor.  The  fiiat  functioiia 
of  a  new  nonardi  wece  peifiiiiiied  with  pomp  and  oavemMiyy 
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and  consisted  in  t'xcrcising-  the  siicred  duty  of  administering  justice 
in  his  hail  ot  state,  surrounded  with  his  noljles,  and  in  the  preseHce 
of  the  people,  whose  acclamations  of  jov,  or  murmun  of  discontent, 
presaged  a  reign  of  long  or  short  duration. 

They  had  do  hex«dituy  nobility ;  but  oertaia  fiunilies,  by  their 
wealth,  their  oonaesioiM,  and  their  talents,  vm  to  powerful,  the^ 
to  all  eflfecthre  pmpoaes,  they  enjoyed  the  privileges,  and  exenoiaed 
the  ptenffH&vmt  irf  a  powci4id  arietocnwy. 

The  remraee  of  the  slate  eooneted  of  a  tendi  of  all  die  produo* 
tions,  and  of  die  two  taxes,  which  still  retain  the  Maes  hj  whioh 
they  were  dwiijghifnd  under  the  Anba,  the  AlnuneMifrago  anitinnted 
to  twdve  and  a  half  per  cent,  or  one  eighth  part'  of  evecy  common 
^ty  hronght  into  or  sent  ont  of  die  kii^^dom,  ahd  the  Alcavala  was 
one  tenth  part  of  die  value  of  every  species  of  property  when  it  was 
transferred  by  m\e.  'Htese  were  the  uitliiiiuy  hourccs  of  revenue; 
but  in  preparing  for  vvar,  in  erecting  hospitals,  colleges,  or  royal 
edifices,  extmordinary  contnl)utions  were  levied,  denominated  Gabe* 
las,  which  amounted  to  considerable  sums. 

In  Granada  the  only  soldiers  by  profession  were  the  royal  Moor- 
ish guards,  and  a  few  others,  neoessary  to  ganison  the  fortresses. 
On  the  apprehension  of  war,  the  fMineipol  leaden  eonmlced  the  peb* 
pk ;  and  by  holding  oiat  die  hopes  M  soooessfiil  plunder,  and 
die  promises  of  eteind  ftliciiy,  they  speedily  fiUed  dieir  lanhs 
widi  votnntary  soldieia,  and  sendend  reqafindonaand  fiiroe  nnneoes* 
sary.  The  army  Avas  dassed  in  tribes  or  lamliee,  «aeh  led  by  its 
chief,  who  canned  die  stendard,  while  the  whole  was  commanded  by 
A  general  of  the  frmily  of  the  prophet,  who  earned  bc£>re  diem  the 
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•tandud  of  fhev  MfigiraL  Their  heavy  tvoops  nvere  armed  with 
pikes,  8W0vdsj»  and  shiehls»  and  their  li^t  troops  mth  darts  and 
arrows ;  bnt  iheir  most  powerM  force  oonnsted  of  the  nnmerQus 
bodies  of  cavaby,  with  ivbich,  though  apparently  destitute  of  order, 
they  made  almost  irresistifale  charges,  and  managed  them  with  a 
skill  and  com  ugc  that  rendered  them  dreadfii]  to  an  enemy. 

Tlieir  !^liout8,  when  charging  an  enemy,  were  uccouipaniecl  with 
those  sounds,  formerly  so  terrific  to  the  Christians,  "  Allah  Arbar," 
God  the  Omnipotent ;  upon  uttering  which  worcis  tliey  would  rush 
with  the  madness  of  enthusiasm  to  the  charge,  and  bear  before  them 
every  opponent.  For  defensive  war,  they  erected  fortresses  on  the 
heights  of  altnost  inacceasihie  mountains,  to  which  they  retired 
when  repulsed,  and  whence,  with  recmited  vigour,  they  sallied  agiun, 
and  became  in  their  turn  the  assailants.  TTie  telegiaph  was  used, 
if  not  with  all  the  eflfect  and  unprovements  of  recent  date,  yet  with 
a  dexterity  that  gave  them  great  advantages  over  an  enemy.  Watch 
towers  were  constructed,  from  which  s^nals  of  smoke  by  day,  and  of 
torches  by  night,  ccnnmimicated  the  movements  of  tliair  opponents.. 
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APPROACH  TO  THE  ALHAMBRA^ — GATE  OF  JUDGMENT  PLAZA  DK  I.O''  «in»BES 

 PALACE  OF  CHARLES  THE  KIFTH  —  COURT  OF  THE  LIONS  HALL  Ot  TUB 

ABENCERRAXES  UU££N's  DRESSING  ROOM  GEM£RAUfFC 

CRANADA,  JAN.  I8IO.  ' 

Perhaps  few  narratives  are  more  uninterefttiiig  than  those 

which  describe  visits  to  andent  edifices,  unless  the  reader  happen  to 
have  u  jjiudik'ctioii  for  the  contemplation  of  antiquities;  but  the 
Arabian  remains  in  this  city  are  so  remarkable,  that  1  hope  you  will 
not  feel  mv  dc>M  iptioas  tiresome. 

1  hr\\c  several  times  visited  the  Alhambra,  the  ancient  fortress 
and  palace  of  the  Moorish  Kings :  it  is  situated  on  tlie  top  of  a  hill 
overlooking  the  city,  and  is  somMinded  with  a  wall  of  great  height 
«od  thickness.  The  road  to  it  is  by  a  winding  path  through  a 
wood  of  lofty  ebns^  mixed  with  poplars  and  oleanders.;  and  some 
orange  and  lemon  trees.  By  the  nde  of  the  road,  or  rather  path 
(ibr  it  is  not  designed  for  wheel  carriages),  are  beautiful  marble 
feuntutts,  from  which  transparent  streams  are  constantly  rushing 
down.  The  entrance  is  through  an  archway,  over  which  is  carved  a 
key,  the  symbol  of  the  Mahomedan  monarchs.  This  gate,  called 
the  Gate  of  Judgment,  according  to  Eastern  forms,  was  the  place 
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ivliere  the  Kings  adnunlatered  justice.   The  hone-shoe  arches  are 

supported  by  marble  pillars,  omameated,  in.  the  AraUau  style,  mth 
handeaiis  and  inscriptions,  one  of  which,  in  the  ancient  Cofic  cha- 
racter, has  been  translated  by  some  of  the  liteniti,     Praise  he  to 

God.  There  is  no  God  but  one,  and  Mahomed  is  his  prophet ;  and 
there  is  no  power  but  from  God."  These,  and  similar  inscriptions, 
are  extremely  numerous  in  every  part  of  the  buildings  ;  they  have  been 
carcfuUv  copied  and  translated,  and  are  preserved  in  a  beautiful  A\ork 
published  by  the  roval  academy  of  St.  Ferdinand  in  Madrid  ;  some 
of  them  arc  in  the  Cufic,  and  others  in  the  more  modern  Arabic 
characters,  which  are  easily  distinguished  from  each  other,  even  by 
persons  who  are  as  ignorant  aa  I  am  of  that  language. 

All  the  ornaments  of  the  Alhambra  arc  intermixed  with  mora 
modern  mes,  of  the  age  of  Fodinand  and  Isabella,  and  of  the 
Empoor  Charles  the  Fifth,  whose  arms,  togeth»  with  scnne  of  theb 
snccessoflSy  destroy  in  some  degree  the  effect  of  that  illusion  whidi 
might  otherwise  transport  the  beholder  to  the  palace  of  ^e  Caliph 
of  Damascus,  or  to  the  scenes  of  the  Arabian  Nights.  Thb  execrsble 
taste  is  even  carried  so  far,  that  an  image  oi the  Vii^in,  or  an  inscrip- 
tion in  praise  of  the  Catholic'conquerors,  very  frccjuently  stands  by  the 
side  of  others  of  opposite  import ;  and  a  pictore  in  tins  gate  is  shoiK'n, 
whif-h  our  guide  very  gravely  assured  us  vi-as  painted  by  St.  Luke, 
ajid  was  the  sccoiid  portrait  lie  liad  made  of  hi.s  (hvi:ie  master. 

After  leaving  the  Gate  ol  .hulgment,  we  passed  throu::;!)  another, 
which  is  now  converted  into  a  chapel,  and  witli  mucii  lutigue  arrived 
at  the  Phtza  de  \os  Algibes,  or  the  square  of  the  cisterns,  under  which 
water  la  brought  from  another  hill  at  the  distance  of  a  league ;  these 
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reservoirs  are  so  largi^,  and  oontmn  so  mtich  of  that  necessary  article^ 
tTiat  they  jirovided  an  ample  supply  for  all  tho  numerous  uiliabituuts 
who  foririfrly  dwelt  in  tlic  Alhainbra,  From  this  f^pot  llic  prospect 
of  the  surrouiidliii:!;  country  was  very  fine,  and  the  majestic  Sierra 
Nevada  seemed  iinpciiditig'  over  us. 

The  palace  of  the  Emperor  Charles  tlit  Fifth,  the  tinest  building 
of  the  age  in  which  Spanish  architecture  was  at  its  height,  forms 
one  side  of  the  square,  c|nd  is  a  b^utiful  specimen  of  the  taste  and 
ability  of  the  artist,  Alonzo  Berrueguete,  who  drew  the  plan  and 
b^^an  to  execute  it  in  15^.   It  is  a  square  building,  each  froiit 
beiDg  two  fauiidrcd  and  twenty  lieet  in  length.  The  doors  correspond 
with  the  aumptiuMis  beauty  of  the  edifioe,  and  there  are  some  basso 
relievos  in  the  Ihmt,  aidniirably  executed  in  marble,  in  medallions,  by 
Antonio  Leval,  which  record  the  prindpal  events  of  the  reign  of  the 
Empeior  Charles  the  fS^.  F^w  builifiiigs  can  exceed  this  in  beauty ; 
peihaps  the  banquethig-hoQse  at  Whitehall,  more  nearljr  fesemblei 
it  than  any  other  building  in  Eriglatul,  and  may  give  you  some  idea 
of  it.   The  inteiior  of  this  palace  is  a  circle,  surrounded  thirty- 
two  marble  pillars  of  the  Doric  order,  with  niches  between  each  for 
statues.    The  apartments  are  very  well  contrived  for  the  climate,  and 
the  marble  staircases  are  extremely  magintiteut.   The  roof  never  ^vas 
laid  on,  and  of  course,  the  building  has  never  been  finished ;  but 
it  remains  a  proud  monument  of^the  genius  of  the  age  in  which 
it  was  built,  and  forms  a  remarkalde  instance  of  the  mildness  of 
that  climate,  to  which  it  baa  been  eiqpoaed  for  the  lapse  of  three 
centuries,  without  any  alteration  in  its  appearance  or  diminution  of 
its  beauty. 
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I  was  mucli  struck  with  the  contrast  between  the  exterior  beauty 
of  this  palace,  and  that  of  the  Moorish  kuigs,  winch  adjouis  it.  The 
Moijrs  certainly  paid  less  attention  to  the  outside  of  their  buildings, 
and  infinitely  more  to  iutemal  heaiity,  than  their  Christian  successors. 
The  most  striking  object  whicli  presents  itsell  upon  entering  the  first 
.  eourt  is  a  marble  fountain,  in  the  middle,  with  apartments  at  eadi 
end,  which  are  supported  by  pillars  of  the  saine  substance,  in  a  ve^y 
peculiar  style  of  architecture.  From  these  I  passed,  with  much  de- 
light and  wonder,  through  various  apartments  of  exquisite  beau^. 
The  most  rnnaritahle  parts  of  the  butldii^  are  the  hall  of  ambassa- 
&en,  the  eooit  of  Ikms,  the  hsll  of  '-die  two  asters,  that  of  the 
AbenoemuGes,  tihe  royal  baihs,  and  the  queen's  dressing  loom,  all 
of  whidi  are  paved  with  marble,  and  have-  pllais  of  the  same  sub- 
stance, snpiporting  arches  of  the  pure  Arabic  form,  adorned  mdi 
stncco,  and  a  apedes  of  porcelain,  the  colouring  and  gilding  of 
wludi,  after  a  period  of  five  hundred  yearB,  have  a  froduKM  and 
bnlliancy  equal  to  the  best  Englisli,  or  French  China. 

The  hall  of  ambassadors  is  a  square  of  forty  feet,  eighty  feet  in 
height,  with  nine  \\  indows,  opening  upon  balconies,  from  which  the 
views  of  tlie  burrounding-  country  arc  extremely  fine.  The  inscrip- 
tions, which  are  in  Arahic,  are  worked  in  porcelain,  witli  exquisite 
skill,  so  as  to  unite  with  the  stucco  ornaments,  which  every  \\her« 
abound;  they  generally  consist  of  those  expressions  of  piety  cus* 
tomary  with  the  Mahomedans.  Tlie  cieling  is  very  bcautifiilly  inlaid 
virith  wood  of  various  colours,  and  is  adorned  with  a'number  of  gold 
and  silver  oraaments,  in  the  form  of  circles,  crowns,  and  stars. 

The  court -of  the  .Hons  is  Hicmost  striking  part  of  ibis  edifice  ; 
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Ibr  nofluiig  can  ezcell  the  effeet  produoed  hf  the  comdot  wliich 
•nnbunds  it :  one  htudfed  and  tweoty-dght  marble  pillare  axe  ar- 
langed  for  the  atipport  of  the  ardies'  on  which  the  upper  apartments 
of  the  palace  rest,  iu  a  manner  at  once  pleasing  and  magnificent.  In 
the  centre  of  the  couit  a  large  marblu  fouutiua  is  placed,  wliicli  is 
supported  by  twelve  lions,  by  uo  means  corresponding  to  the  sj)len- 
duur  of"  the  architecture.  Upon  many  parts  of  the  building  there  are 
numerous  iuscriptluns ,  partly  in  Cufic  and  partly  in  Arabic  charac- 
ters ;  and  in  addition  to  the  usual  pious  sentences,  others  arc  mini^ed 
in  pnuse  of  the  founder  of  the  edifice.  On  the  fountain  one  im 
pomted  out,  the  translation  of  which  is,  **  Blessed  be  he  who  gave  to 
die  prince  Mahomed  a  halntation,  whidi  by  ita  htswkf  may  aerve  as 
a  model  for  all  dwdDings." 

On  one  aide  of  the  court  is  the  hall  of  ihe  two  abten,  the  oma* 
mmts  of  'vriiich  an  aioular  to  tiiat  of  the  amhaaaado/a.  It  ia  ve- 
markable  only  fcr  two  marble  iJabs,  which  form  part  of  the  floor, 
and  meaanie  fourteen  feel;  in  lengdi»  and  seven  in  breadth,  sur- 
rounded  wtthCa6c  and  Anbic  inacriptiainB.  The  hall  of  the  Aben- 
cemana,  wldoh  is  on  the  opposite  aide,  ia  ao  called  from  a  vulgar 
tradition,  that  thu*ty-two  membeia  of  that  distbguiahed  Ihmily  were 
murdered  by  tlie  King  Abu  Abdallah  in  this  apartment ;  a  tradition 
so  firmly  believed  by  our  j^uidc,  tluit  he  shewed  us  the  marks  of 
their  blmwl  in  the  marble  fountain,  and  assured  us,  moet  solemnly, 
that  no  emleavour  had  ever  been  able  to  remove  the  stains.  The 
hall  o{  tlie  Abencerraxes  partakes  of  the  same  8pc»cies  of  beauty 
which  is  so  conspicxious  in  the  other  apartments. 

The  baths  are  most  beautifully  finished,  are  lighted  inm  the 
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top,  and  poMCSS  evny  eomrenience  and  laxary  wluch  dtaiaeteriflea 
the  peculiar  taste  of  the  Arabs.  These  Baths,  on  account  «f  the 
frequent  aUntions  retpiired  by  the  Mohomedaa  reli^oo,  oonstitnted 
the  most  important  part  of  the  royal  palace,  and  no  pains  have  been 
spar^  to  render  them  magnificent.  The  Qneen'a  dreatii^  worn  Is 
decorated  like  tihe  other  apartments,  bat  is  mndi  more  pcoliiaeity 
ornamented  t^ith  ^Idbg  and  porcelain.  In  one  part  of  the  floor  a 
perforated  marble  slab  is  inserted,  through  which  it  is  siud  perfumea 
iimre  conveyed.  But  Argotc,  an  author  who  has  paid  great  attention 
to  Arabian  antiquities,  thinks  that  this  chamber  was  an  oratory,  and 
not  a  dressing  room. 

The  number  ot  apartmi.  nt-.  in  tlii^  palace  of  enchantment  is  very 
considerahle,  and  I  should  Ix-  It  arlul  of  fatiguing  you  if  1  attempted 
to  describe  them.  The  chaiacter  of  the  whole  is  so  remote  firom  all 
the  objects  to  which  we  are  accustomed,  that  the  impresanons  of 
wonder  and  delight  which  it  has  excited,  will  afford  me  the  most 
pleasing  reoolkctions  during  die  remainder  <^  my  life.  This  noble 
pahoe,  hoiveTer,  is  hastening  to  decay,  and,  trithoat  repairs,  to 
whidi  the  finances  of  Spain  are  inadequate,  it  will  in  a  few  years  be 
a  pile  of  rains }  its  voloptuoos  apartments,  its  stately  columns,  and 
its  lofty  waUs,  will  be  ming^d  together,  and  no  memonal  be  left  in 
^pain  of  a  people  who  once  governed  the  Femnsula. 

Hie  whole  fortress  of  the  Alhambra  is  very  extensive,  and  con- 
tains a  oonsiderable  number  of  inhabitants.  One  part  has  been  con- 
verted into  a  prison  for  the  French  troops,  in  which  I  saw  General 
Bu\;ird,  and  some  other  officers,  wlio  complained  bitterly  of  the 
treatment  they  received  from  the  3paniarda.   Within  the  inclosure 
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of  lSt»  walls  Btandi  a  MnlMimedaii  mosque,  lUfW  converted  into  s 
Qiiudan  churdi j  the  ab»iiid  ontamento  of  which  form  a  striking 
consCraat  to  the  tiniple  cdutmis  of  die  original  stracture. 

Alhamfani  was  the  general  rendenoe  of  the  Moorish  kings ; 
but  doing  the  intense  heat  of  siunnier  they  tBSually  removed  to  anodier 
palace  in  a  tugfaer  sitaation,  on  an  opposite  hill  called  the  Generaliffc, 
which  I  have  visited.  The  floors  of  the  rooms  are  of  marble,  and 
have  streams  of  the  clearest  water  i  ubhliig  duough  them.  A  garden 
adjoining  is  euriched  witli  oraugc,  lemon,  and  Cyprus  trees,  and 
abounds  in  crvstal  fountains,  transparent  pools,  and  shady  groves. 
Of  late  years  it  has  been  inhabited  by  a  nobleman,  who  has  added 
some  modem  comforts  to  the  ancient  luxuries  ;  and  though  he  no 
longer  reiides  there,  it  is  much  frequented  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ci^,  who  repair  to  it  with  their  provisions,  and  hold  their  convivial 
meetingi  in  haUs  v^ch  rival  in  ooolneas  snd  beauty  the  most  volap- 
tuoQS  palacea  of  Ana. 

The  sides  (tf  the  hOls  round  Gtanada  abound  with  caves»  which 
fesemble  the  troglodyte  halntalioiis  of  the  people  of  Abysrinia,  as 
drawn  by  Mr.  Salt.  In  die  time  of  the  Moons  th^  formed  the 
granaries  for  com  which  I  have  afaeani^  described,  but  now  they  ave 
converted  into  human  haHtations,  and  are  occupied  by  gypsies,  who 
are  very  numerous  in  thb  part  of  Spain:  they  differ  nothing  in  phy- 
siognomy from  the  same  class  of  people  in  England,  or  that  called 
Zcigners  in  Germany,  and  their  habits  and  manners  are  as  similar 
as  the  difference  of  dimate  will  allow. 
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m  lAtn  Of  8PAIH      PAmonBX  or  the  IKHABITAim  Of  CKANAOA-^ 

m4a«nowi  nft  «■  ooHvociknoii  or  im  covBft. 

iwuMAm,  Jim.  1810. 

I^HK  oty  bds  a  popdsfion  at  piiiMUl  onl]^  of  about  sixty  or 
seventy  thousand  inhabitants,  but  is  capable  of  containing  a  much 
greater  number.  The  streeta  are  ^^erally  narrow,  and  the  houses 
by  no  means  so  handsome  in  their  ;tp{>e.ii-ance  as  in  the  other  cities  I 
have  seen.  The  inai  ket-place  \b  spacious,  but  the  houses  which 
snrroand  it  are  very  despicable  :  few  of  the  upper  apartments  have 

in  the  'modows,  and  tiie  shops  below  are  very  indifferently 
oiyjpBed  with  goods.  One  part  of  the  town,  which  in  time  of  the 
Moon  Ibnned  the  Bazar,  ia  very  uogalar,  and  its  appearance  fuUy 
lUintnAeo^  dBteriptiona  of  SMtem  attllion.  It  is  not  inlwbitedf 
VrtAt  gate  wliSehindoaeH  ii^igainitct  ni^^  llie  pMperty  in 
^kadiffMMrt  rfMipa  u  ■ecnedfcoDi  Aoft*  IRiooe  Aopaaioveiy  mully 
lliflt  Am  owmt^  eittfiy  n  iSttt  centra^  cm  lonft  whalowr  bia  coo* 
iOMen  may  require,  «idMNit  nm^  tfludi^  I  nnd^fstuid,  is  still  the 
ipuHsHi  ift  Aie  Afliatic  Bum.  ,   '  ' 
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The  caihednl  is  a  vety  splendid^  W  irr^^uhr  boiling  j  it  is 
aud  to  have  been  ongSnally  three  churches,  th<ra^  now  jmned  into 
one.  The  moat  striking  ports  are  the  high  altar  and  the  dhoir»  in 
which  the  most  beantiftd  marbles  are  employed.  It  contains  two 
fine  monuments,  one  to  the  memoiy  of  Philip  the  First  and  his  queen 
Joanna,  and  the  other  to  Ferdinand  and  IsabdhL  Some  of  the  best 
pictures  of  Alonzo  Cano  art;  in  this  church,  representing  tlic  ii  alvirj', 
the  presentation  of  oui"  Lord  in  tlic  temple,  the  annunciaiitm  of  the 
Virg-in,  tuul  nnc  subject,  which,  though  it  is  ci.tpii3itely  painted,  is 
excessively  repugnant  to  Protestant  feelings,  the  Eternal  Father 
supporting  tlie  body  of  his  dead  Son.  The  church  is  adorned  by  two 
beautilBl  statues  of  our  first  parents,  by  the  same  artist ;  the  fignree 
arc  as  large  as  life,  and  admirably  executed.  Pedro  de  Mena,  the 
pupil  of  Cono,  has  likewise  ccmtributed  to  the  decoradoos  of  this 
catbedraL  The  equeetriaii  atatoe  of  St  lago  ia  deemed  the  beat  of 
hia  prodnetionai. 

The  palaoe  of  the  arcihbiahop  stands  dose  Id  the  eadiedcil  j  it » 
a  very  extennve  mansion,  and  of  handsome  ^peannee.  I  notified 
it  aa  the  aoene  of  atnne  of  the  inddenta  in  the  history  of  Gil  Bba, 
whose  adventnies  are  affirmed  by  all  Spaniarda  to  hane  iwea  translated 

Le  Sege  fiom  one  of  their  eady  novda. 

The  Gaptain'general  of  the  kingdom  of  Gnmeda  resides  in  a 

splendid  palace,  and  is  surrounded  with  guards,  in  a  style  8oroe\\'hat 
resembling  a  monarch.  Wc  found  him  polite,  but  extremelv  occu- 
pied by  public  business,  and  had  therefore  but  little  conversation  with 
him.  The  principal  court  of  justice  of  the  province  is  held  within 
the  palace,  aad  at  the  time  we  visited  it,  the  judges  were  beanng 
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cnnes.  The  advoeBtes  were  seated,  and  'read  their  aiguments  in  a 
very  rapid  manner,  bat  appeared  4o  receive  no  attention  fitom  the 
judges ;  a  matter  of  very  little  importance,  however,  where  the  deter- 

mtaations  seldom  depend  upon  the  justice  of  the  case. 

Fioni  all  th;it  I  have  learnt  on  the  subject  of  the  laws,  1  iLpjne- 
hend  notlniii^  tan  \)r  ir.ore  calculated  to  promote  litigation,  to  delay 
decision,  and  defeat  justice,  than  the  whole  system  of  Spauish  law. 
Suits  are  continued  from  generation  to  generation,  more  for  the 
honour  of  conquest  than  from  the  hope  of  benefit ;  and  so  slow  is  the 
process,  that  either  party*  with  the  assistance  of  money,  may  delay 
Judgment  for  a  very  long  period ;  and  when  the  judgment  is  pro- 
noonced,  it  is  never  considered  as  arising  from  the  merits  of  the  case, 
but  ficom  flome  uiijiiat  Inaa  in  the  minds  of  the  judges.  '  !nie  laws  of 
Spain' are,  £ke  oont,  of  two  kinds;  die  lex  inscripta,  contained  !n  an 
anci^t  work  of  ihe  time  of  Akoio  the  Wise,  called  Las  Leyes  da 
Fvtida,  whieh  resembles  our  common  law,  and  the  lex  seripta,  eon* 
tsined  in  a  work  publiahed  by  the  autiiority  of  Philip  in  1577* 
entitled  Im  Xieyea  de  Beabpilacion,  whkdi  is  a  coDection  of  royal 
ordnances  tben  in  force,  and  may  be  considered  as  nmilsr  to  oar 
statute  law  ;  to  these  may  be  added  the  several  ordinances  promul- 
gated in  more  modern  times,  which  have  the  force  of  aucient  laws. 

All  the  decisions  are  supposed  to  be  grounded  on  principles  deduced 
from  these  sources;  but  the  corruption  of  the  judges  and  the  advo- 
cates, with  the  chicanery  of  the  escrivanos  or  attorneys,  has  rendered 
the  courts  the  seat  of  leffl  iniquity.  Criminal  processes  are  carried 
on  mth  a  degree  of  langnor  whldi  is  beneficial  only  to  the  perpetrators 
of  enormona  crimes;  iha  murderer,  even  if  the  dearest  evidenoe 
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estdblUie*  hia  gnilt,  may,  if  bft  hftve  money,  nmon  fan  trial  hem 
eomt  to  eoort,  may  oliiMn  arrakm  in 

kstB,  delay  jadgmmt  ia  a  mamMr  wlucb,  if  it  doca  vai  ultimatdy 
dude  panialmini^  at  kaat  ddayt  it  till  it  eeaM  to  have  an  effect  on 
any  one  hat  the  anflSRer.   Lietaneee  «m  not  imwrnimwi,  of  wealdiy 

criminals  delaying  judgment  till  death  terminated  the  cause,  and  of 
others,  after  cxLauatiiig  ditir  int'iiusj  iuffcrin<ij  the  merltccl  punishment 
ten  or  even  twenty  years  after  tlie  crime  way  coinmitte-d.  The  court 
of  law  in  this  palace,  to  which  appeals  arc  mutle  from  ali  the  other 
courts  in  the  south  of  Spain,  and  firom  whkh  there  is  no  appeal 
but  to  the  Council  of  Castile,  which  ii  the  bigheat  tribunal,  fiUa  the 
d4y  with  a  number  of  kwyen,  who  make  it  their  bneineM  to  enean  . 
nge  the  litigioos  aid  pillage  the  ignoiaok. 

.  TlieCeptain-feiieral  of  thieproTineefaaa  had  hie  aaifaori^  divided 
nnoe  Ihe  nvnlotion,  by  Ae  formation  of  tlm  Phmdal  JiniCB,  wiiielk 
me  elected  by  the  popniar  wiee  item  WBomog  the  moat  eoeigetie 
oppoeeraof  the  French.  Hue  Jonte  rouaed  the  feeltngs  of  the  inha* 
bitanta,  caikd  fiirdk  <heir  eiardon^  anddimetcd  them  vnlh  judgment 
and  integrity;  bvt  tihe  deelimi  of  die  Gantml  Junta,  which extiB* 
guished  their  power,  or  left  them  only  the  aenUanoe  of  it,  haa  tended 
to  damp  their  energies,  uuJ  hill  the  people  into  that  state  of  apathy 
and  ilesp  MKlt  iicy  which  is  the  best  preparative  for  French  subjugation. 
I  have  here  met  with  mort;  accurate  accounts  of  the  number  of  men 
and  the  quantity  of  stores  furnished  for  the  public  defence  than  in  any 
other  place,  and  they  demonstrate,  most  forcibly,  what  popular  energy 
may  effect,  and  the  evils  that  may  be  produced  by  stifling  its  exer- 
tions.  Aftet  the  captine  of  Dopont,  to  which  the  inhabctanta  of 
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gnyyiW  under  lihe  cailliBMid  of  GcDenl  RedKi^  eontriboted  tihev  foil 
ahare,  im  army  ti  ld}154  foot  and  84S  lione,  marched  in  October 
1808  to  join  tha  army  of  Gatalooia ;  in  Dcoembor  following  12,568 
foot  and  /^N)  hone  marched  to  dint  of  La  Bfancln ;  and  in  die  April 

of  last  )ear  3,600  were  dispatdied  to  reinforce  the  army  of  Estre- 
madura.  These  troops  were  armed,  clothed,  ami  fed  from  the 
revenues  of  this  province,  which  under  tho  direction  of  its  Junta 
were  economically  aduuni^lereil  ;  hut  the  C  futnil  Junta  ordered  the 
money  to  be  sent  to  the  general  treasury,  from  which  they  engaged 
to  provide  for  the  troops.  Their  orders  were  obeyed,  the  money  was 
dalivorad  to  diem,  aad  diey  nagkotad.to  pay  the  acddiers,  or  provide 
iihcai  iviih  seeaMariea ;  the  oanrnqnaBoe  baa  boaa  ncgleot  in  recruit- 
ii^  cardMBMia  m  tha  icnwoa,  and  ft  diqMntioa  t»  deapair.  fto- 
olamalioiia  and  addamaaa  of  Ae  moat  aomaiiiig  mitme  have  indeed 
been  imaad,  Irat  tha  IMioga  of  the  paopk  have  been  so  deadraed 
by  thmr  aiipnme  nkn,  tfettfc  tfaay  n»  Imgae  pomeaa  dieir  former 
energiea. 

IhammafceoTOfalnMmhnmef  the  JnnteBtt  dieevening  parties 
of  the  Ditehew  of  Gor ;  they  oomfiaih  moat  bifeteily  of  die  conduct 
of  the  Cental  Jmita,  deplen  dm  minatioa  of  their  country,  and 
look  with  melancholy  fbfebo^ogs  to  the  calamities  that  await  them. 
They  dread  the  irniption  of  the  French ;  but  it  is  easy  to  discern  that 
tiiey  are  not  w  itlumt  e(]uul  apprehensions  from  the  vindIcti\'X!  spirit  of 
their  own  countrymen,  who  will  accuse  them  of  treacliery  as  the 
enemy  advances,  and  perhaps  linaliy  sacrifice  them  for  having  yielded 
their  power  to  the  Ceutnl  Junta.   'Ihey  talk  of  aecoring  the  passes. 


Digitized  by  Google 


LETTERS  FROM  SPAIN. 


iot6fpog  die  city,  and  ninog  in  bum  die  inhaUtenti  of  die  eor- 
lonnding  vouiilHinB ;  bat  I  am  penuaded  Aey  will  mnr  make  no 
efibrta  to  of^poae  the  enemy,  bat  satlier  endeavoor  to  amuae  die  inha- 
UtaDta  till  all  nenatanoe  will  be  useless. 

At  present  they  are  occupied  in  electing  the  primary  assemblies 
w  hich  are  to  chuse  the  members  of  the  Cortes,  and  the  assemblinjjr 
of  that  hcwly  is  a  subject  of  general  conversation,  but  I  am  sorry  lo 
say  not  of  hope.  A  pamphlet  written  in  Ene^laud.  and  translated  into 
Spanish,  has  been  much  read  ;  it  is  attributed  to  Lord  Holland,  and 
for  the  attachment  it  discovers  to  the  true  interests  of  Spain,  his 
Xtcwdship,  whether  he  be  the  anther  or  not,  is  spoken  of  by  all  intel- 
li^fent  men  in  terms  of  the  wannest  rapture.  Another  work  on  the 
tame  sabject,  circulated  by  the  Jvnta  of  the  province  of  Valencia,  has 
also  been  generally  read ;  batt  dra  nioie  jodiciciis  prefer  the  opini 
die  Aigfidunan  to  those  of  their  own'  countrymen,  whieh  diey  dimk 
too  dieorettcaL  The  propoaitions  of  die  Bnglishman  mrt  deemed  dw 
morepmcticable,  as  they  are  finunded  on  the  ancient  institatioDS  of  the 
coimtry,  and  disooTer  a  loundedge  on  the  anl^cet,  wbkh,  in  a 
foreigner,  is  considafed  Tsty  eadraoidinary. 

The  plan  now  exeeating  has,  in  my  opinion,  one  finilt  of  a  moat 
glaring  nature,  and  for  the  f«3Iy  of  which  I  am  unaUe  to  comprehend 
the  cause ;  when  the  ballot  is  east  up,  die  diree  canfidates  who  have 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  are  to  decide  by  lot  which  is  to  be  the 
member. 

There  are  few  troops  in  this  city;  only  a  part  of  a  battalion  of 
the  Swiss  guards ;  the  privates  in  this  coips  are  mostly  Germans, 
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-wlio  tuirendefed  under  Dapont^  and  afienvaids  stored  into  the 

Spanish  service.  The  volunteers  perform  the  duty  of  the  garrison, 
and  also  tiiouiii  guard  over  the  French  prisoners  at  the  Alhambra. 
They  amount  to  about  three  thousaod  men,  and  are  well  armed  and 
disciplined. 
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• 

JCUCVATIOW  OF  TBS  MOUKTAnri  —  OBUaYATICm I  RESPECTING  THE  MOUN- 
TAINOUS OI9TRICT  WHSAT  —  KICK  RUCP  —  FLAX  —  SUX-W0RM8— 

WIWK      OIL  —  KXPID  ADVANCE  OF  TBS  FRENCH. 

JAM.  iSlO. 

I^HB  moimtMiii  wbidi  ioironnd  tibe  plam  of  Gnmada  may 
he  oonndefcd  aa  tctminatioii  ui  Ifaat  ridge  whieh  hepM  in 
Tutaiy,  and,  af)tar  eroanng  and  Europe,  brandiet  off  in  one 
direction  by  Switzerland  and  the  South  of  France,  while  another 
range,  extending  to  the  Pyren^,  covers  the  surface  of  Spain  iu 
various  directions.  TTie  range  which  is  here  called  the  Cordillera, 
Joins  at  the  source  of  the  Tagus,  near  Cuenca,  with  another  which 
is  separated  by  the  river  £bro  from  the  mountains  of  Navazr^  which 
are  immediately  connected  with  the  Pyxenees. 

The  loftiest  points  of  the  whole  range  are  those  on  the  Sierra 
Kevada  near  this  city  j  one  eaUed  MnHiaoen,  the  height  of  whidi 
i»  13,762  feet  above  level  of  tlie  sea,  and  the  oilier  Fiescho  de 
Veleta,  which  rises  to  the  height  of  18,469  feet  Hie  whole  chain, 
however,  appears  to  ifae  eye  neariy  of  eqaaldevaiion;  batgeonfeetrical 
levels  having  been  taken  of  varioos  points  in  1604,  the  exact  height 
of  the  two  pohits  was  tiwn  asoevteiiMiL  The  fine  at  which  the 
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pcrpetttl  snow  eoBumvum  k  9,915  feet  above  the  level  of  the  aea,' 
and  from  ^hat  fine  npmids  viq^tatioii  entiielyoeaMs. 

mie  mountains  fton  the  Sieiva  Nevada  towavda  the  sooth  dedine 
gradually  in  height,  tiU  at  the  Sieim  de  Gador,  near  Almeiia,  when 

they  again  nse  to  the  elevation  of  7»@00  feet,  where  the  celebrated 

rock  or  mountain  called  Fiiabres  is  situated.  Tliis  rock  is  two  thoU" 
sand  feet  in  heijj^ht,  and  four  miles  in  circumference,  and  consists  <i£ 
one  piece  of  solid  white  marble.  Tlie  intermediate  mountains  betwceri 
the  Sierra  Nevada  and  the  Sierra  de  Gador,  are  named  the  Alpuxarras, 
among  which  several  well -peopled  towns  are  scattered,  whidi  were 
the  places  whither  the  Moon  were  removed  after  the  coDquest  of 
Granada. 

The  secondaiy  nonntaiiis  are  of  vaiioos  kinds;  Bome  are  naked, 
and  otheta  iqppear  of  red  earth,  covered  vnth  heihs,  trwi^  shnihs, 
and  plants.  One  very  lofty  hill  w  composed  of  veined  muhle  ftom 
the  top  to  ^e  bottom  j  anodier  has  .its  base  oovensd  indi  esparto,  but 

to  a  prodigious  height  above  is  a  naked  rodi:.  All  these  abound 
with  aunca  of  silver,  copper,  and  lead,  some  of  vlUdi  wen  Somsdj 
worked  by  die  Moors.   From  the  top  of  the  ISerca  Nevada  almost  to 

the  city,  there  is  one  mass  orcohnnn  of  perpemficolar  rock,  of  a 

reddish  browxi  colour,  witliout  any  pcrjicndicular  or  oblique  sueaks. 
In  many  pirts,  the  melting  of  the  snow  has  washed  the  rock  into  the 
A-allies,  where,  by  decomposition,  it  has  formed  a  most  luxuriant  and 
productive  soil. 

Two  leagues  from  the  city,  on  a  level  with  the  river  Xenii,  a 
quarry  of  serpentine  is  worked,  whence  the  pillars  that  adorn 
some  parts  of  Uie  catbedralhave  hem  taken :  itisof  agreencohmr. 
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baMiliftilly  vetiMd,  and  reeeiv«s.a  wfj  lu^  polith.  TfacM  are  «]■» 
nniMrotw  qwrriet  of  niulib  «f  various  kinds,  which  an  taised  wUh 
fitde  ezpanoe,  and  are  ooii8eqiwn%  aold  cheap.  Alabattor,  eqaal, 
ia  bffUliancir  and  tmnpareney  to  die  finwt  white  odiODtal  eonialiaDBj|. 
u  likewiM  to  be  met  with;  bat  it  ia  aoft,  and  ^ba  weakcat  adife 
will  dinolve  it.  These  are  called  by  ihe  inhabitanta  piedras  de 
aguas,  or  petrifactions,  but  are  probably  stalactites ;  they  are 
beautituily  veiutJ,  mid  some  of  thetu  arc  of  a  straw  colour,  with 
tmdulaUons  in  them  of  exquisite  beauty,  and  are  evidently  the  sub- 
etance  of  which  tlic  pulpits  ia  the  cathedral  at  Malaga  arc  formed.  . 
One  of  the  most  remarkable  circoimtances  iu  these  mountains, 
■>  ia  the  Immense  masses  of  bones  of  men  and  other  animals,  wUdi 

have  been  discovered  on  their  summits ;  none  of  which,  however,  equal 
those  fimnd  at  Concud,  where  a  hill  is  entirely  formed  of  them.  After 
digil^iig  lluoagh  a  stntmn  of  lii^^ 

Ilia  bones  are  fmind  imdar  in  a  bed  of  red  earth  of  sioiilar  tfaiobiMae.' 
Don  Indore  de  AntiOon,  who  relates  his  obaeivatMins  made  in  1806,- 
that  halving  dagataerenlpaitoof  the hiUninotefinnacadi  other, 
he  foond,  aa  soon  as  the  jpickaaie  bad  penetnted  thrang^  the  atone, 
the  bones  of  Ae  ann  and  hand,  and  human  teeth,  widi  manifest 
remains  of  the  medullary  substance.  Neither  skeletons  nor  skntls  were 
discovered^  but  the  teeth  of  vnrioua  aiiiuials  were  mixed  witli  tljoae 
of  men :  they  were  soft  and  slimy*  but  hardeufil  on  being  exposed  to 
the  sun.  I  will  not  enter  into  the  reasoning  of  the  author  I  have 
(juutcd,  but  notice  the  fact  as  very  singular,  and  well  authenticated. 

The  river  Darro  which  runs  through  the  city  of  Granada  is  a 
m^  mountain  torrent,  formed  by  the  meltiii|;  of  the  snow  on  thn 
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tun.  BMiigaibyacaBon,  «iidaoBiew]iiftfipottymdie]]Jgiit^  4u*ri^ 
has  atpmont  bnl  fi^  walarin  Inlt  at  other  tunet  k  is  anabw 
duit  ttaeasi.  CkiU  is  fomid  in  its  «andB>  as  its  name  denotes ;  cf 
Irts  yeen  quantity  has  been  snudl ;  hot  in  the  time  of  the  Moon 
it  n»  moic  eopeMeCTMe.  Hue  liver  empties  itsdf  into  the  Xenil,- 
nesr  l3ie  city,  and  the  tmited  streams,  after  ferttfinng  the  plain,  pass 
into  tlie  Guailalquivir.  The  melted  snow  ou  tlic  Sierra  Nevada  forms 
continual  streamB,  which  are  most  copious  in  the  summer,  when  they 
are  particularly  uecessary  to  refresh  the  parched  land  ;  and  it  is  to  this 
circumstance  that  the  productive  powers  of  tiie  soil  of  tlie  Vega  may  he 
chiefly  traced.  These  streams  have  been  conveyed  along  the  upper 
side  of  eedi  field,  by  means  of  embankments,  in  which  slnices  are  cut« 
fliat  eonircy  the  water  into  small  gutters,  which  run  at  short  intervals^ 
so  as  to  flood  the  whole  field  with  ease  in  the  hotteet  season. 

I  ham  viewed  some  of  die  fiurma  on  dm  Vcgs,  whcfo,  at 
pnsmit,  dm  wheat  is  snttcSently  la^  to  give  a  vetdant  iqppeanmoe. 
Hie  qwmti^of  ihia  grain  prodaoed  on  each  acre  issiirprisaigs  end  dw 
more  so^  as  on  die  Vega,  in  fiucme  where  they  have  the  right  of  w«ter» 
wry  little  atteatkm  btgroad  inigatbn  is  paid  to  die  soiL  I  waa 
iilfermed,  fiom  audwMrity  on  wldeh  I  have  nasoo  to  depend,  dmt  tha 
average  produee  of  each  acre  of  wheat  is-fifty  bosheb,  and  that  dm 
erop  on  eotli  lands  seldom  fidls.    You  will  be  aware  that  I  am  now 
speaking  of  land  capable  of  being  supplied  with  vrater  at  pleasure, 
but  not  60  near  the  river  as  to  be  subject  to  flooding,  when  in 
intense  hent  the  increase  of  the  melted  snow  causes  the  river  to 
overflow  its  usual  cbaunels. 
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Considerable  quantitiee  of  rioe  we  cvldvatod  on  dtoM  hnm^ 
fevtls  of  lunl  which  are  near  the  rirvr,  and  8ab|ecC  to  fioodaj 
hat  mch  land*  ai«  of  koa  valua  thtfa  thooe  not  liabk  to  anch 
cawaltiwi.  .  L>  dio  Mune  ntaatioiis^  and  sonieliaMa  on  the  — 
hndfv  hemp  and  flaic  ftie  raised  hefoce  the  rioe  ia  aown.  .  Tht 
oomiBon  value  eif  the  beet  wheat  Jand,  having  a  right  of  water, 
la  Bbottt  fortj  ahilUl^  per  amm  each  acre.  That  close  to  thu 
river  is  not  worth  more  than  thirty  shillings;  aud  that  which  is 
so  tar  removed  as  to  be  mcapable  of  irrigation,  is  worth  little  or 
notliiug. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Vega  never  make  any  hay,  and,  conse- 
^^ntly,  the  land  which  in  England  would  be  the  most  valuabifB,  ia 
here  lesa  beneficial  than  ^tiOQja  liigher  leveL,T  vln  winter  the  grass 
gxowB  most  abundant,  and  the  cattle  are  then  led  on  the.«plai|da  f  ai| 
8iimmer»  aAer  the  has^,  whkeh  ia  nraa%  an  Jnpe^  the  etnlibli  lanfli 
yield  flnhna^mce  to  their  floda  and  hank  >It.jali|an]d,  Jioweaei^  -  be 
ieeQllected>.ihat  with  Sppitaiah  ianntn^-the  laeeding,jHid,r&Maig  cattle 
are  olgects  of  trifling  eoneidenilioii,  oaaqpaied  wid|ith«4aaltivationfl^ 
grain- alid;fruitaf       •!        ij-.  ' •■     t«.      ■  •  -  /  n-f- ►f-j      . .  ■ 

Though  the  com  lands  do  wA  reqnire  VKUiare,  yet  in  no  part  of 
the  world  that  I  have  seen,  is  so  much  attention  paid  to  the  preserv- 
ation of  that  im|Kjrtaiit  ai  Ui  ltj  as  on  the  plain  of  Granada,  where  it 
is  used  fur  the  gardens  aiul  melon  i^rounds,  which  arc  very  extensive, 
and  more  especially  by  tlie  ciJtivators  of  mulberry  trees.  Instead 
of  forming  dunghills  near  each  farm  yard,  it  is  the  pniictice  to  dig  a 
iaige  pit,  with  the  bottom  and  aides  constracted  of  rammed  earth, 
•0  as  not  to  kak,  and  in  these  rsswvoirs  the  manoxe  is  ooUected,  and 
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anflwed  to  sot,  md -u  &trilmted  wlieie  it  is  wwntod  in  a  stete  of 
dampneM  ^proadung  to  a  liquid. 

Hie  hen^  ndaed  here  has  a  remarkably  eirmig  fibre,  and  is  so 
dieap,  iStmt,  dniiog  ihe  searaty  of  ijiat  artiola  in  En^nd,  our  Go- 
Temmeat  atteffli|itod'to  obiaitt  aoppties  from  tiiis  qoarter ;  bat,  owing 
to  bad  management,  they  rnsed^  price  to  doable  its  cnstomary  rate; 
axidy  after  all,  did  not  eblun  'eo  large  a  quantity  as  they  might  have 
done.  The  sail  cloth  made  from  this  hemp  is  preferred  by  the 
S]i:uu.irUs  to  iLat  mack  from  liax  .  it  is  considered  more  durable,  and 
iii  warm  climates  less  subject  to  niiklew.  The  flax  raised  on  the 
plain  is  highly  esteemed,  and  sunu  lent  is  produced  to  furnish  the 
inhabitants  with  iiiieu  tor  domestic  uses.  It  is  bleached  b\  the  sun 
alone,  without  the  use  of  muriatic  acid  gau.  They  make  a  species  of 
•taUe-okths,  resambiii^  huckaback,  which,  in  duiftbility-aod  beauty^ 
are  equal  to  any  manufactured  ia  England  or  Germany. 

Saifc  ia  an  ankle  of'  oonridoaUe  importanoe  in  the  Vega  da  Gm> 
nada,  and  a  eaffieient  qaanlit^  is  pradneed  toempley  fifteen  thoniand 
permns.  Ufae  regnkur  consnmption  Ibr  the  maHnfretmm  of  tile  city 
ammmto  to  lOO,()iOO  lbs.  y  and  if  the  harvest  fidl,<  the  deficiency  is 
iopplied  fipom:  Mardw  or  Velenda.  The  caltivation  of  mnlbeiry 
trees  beoomep  a  ooneera  of  oonsldQrafcle  importance,  and  llieie  are 
very  extensive  gardens  fbr  their  growth'  scattered  over  dw  pb&b 
■Modi  attentioD  is  pud  to  those  species  of  mulberry  trees,  -whose 
leaves  are  best  calculated  for  feeding  the  uurms,  and  t\\c  white 
mulberry  grafted  on  tlie  wild  one  Is  preferred,  the  leaves  ot  which 
are  said  to  make  the  worms  yield  silk  of  a  finer  quality  than  either 
the  red  or  black  species.   As  the  trees  are  cultivated  solely  for  the 
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•dw  of  the  loavn,  it  is  cartonity,  io  oidbr  to  inonaw  tlie  tpmOikf 
of  IcBvw,  to  cot  off  tbo  tops  to  ,pwveiii  iSbmk  frooi  yiddiag  too 

Hnnuditjr  of  food  ib  very  u^nriono  to  die  wonni,  and  gnat  caw 
u  taken  not  to  gadier  the  leaimi  with  die  dew  of  die  moruiDg  on 
tfaew,  or  MMNiaifeerraiSn;  andif  thesky  hasaiMnyappaaiwiea,  it  ia 
cnstonnar}  to  gatheraatM^ofkaTea,  aaJBciaBtfiradiMataiioe  twoor 

dtree  days,  which  are  oarefally  preserved  without  sdSferiog  them  to 
mildew  or  shrivel.  The  voracity  of  the  worms  has  scarcely  u  jmrFillel  ijn 
the  animal  kingdom,  and  for  the  last  ejii;'ht  or  ten  days,  previously  to 
their  spiiming,  they  are  constantly  feeding;  in  which  time  the  pro- 
duce of  a  mulberry  tree  of  ten  years  of  age  will  scarcely  suffice  few  as 
many  wonns  aa  yield  aboiit  seven  pounds  of  silk.  It  is  calculated 
that  2500  worms  pfedaoe  naariy  one  poond  of  silk,  and  therefore 
the  number  of  them  Bmpt  faa.ptoifi^poiiB  in  due  canity,  to  yield  the; 
qnanti^  1  have  above  stetedL  The  ulk  ia  o^gpmained  in  Granada, 
foA  wove  into  Tebetai  aaittiiH^  and  talEBtaa  of  n  veiy  doiable,  if  not 
of  a  very  beandfid  qoafiiy.  A  oooiidMaUe  qaudty  of  rihiions  ia 
made  in  this  cii^,  and  I  was  not  » Ittde  ampriaed  to  see  the  spring 
ahutttensedatCovsntrygHMraUy  adopted  hsfo;  the  priea  of  dlk  at 
present  ia  about  seventeen  shiUingi  per  pound  in  the  shops;  fantlap* 
piehend  the  naim&ctiiiars  purchase  at  much  lower  mtto  of  thjs 
growers,  who  beh^  poor,  are  under  the  neoeaMty  of  mortgaging  it 
before  the  produea  is  reaify  for  the  maiket 

There  are  several  nuum&ctories  of  woollen  cloths  and  seiges, 
made  similarly  to  those  of  England  j  but  not  auflbneot  for  the  con* 
snmption  of  the  iuhabitautA,  whoee  deficiencies  are  supplied  by  im- 
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porltdoD !  alwHit  ieventy  hoiues  tn  ooeapied  in  dwoft  nMmofiMtoriefl, 
vhuh  employ  abont  7000  pefaons  of  bodi  aexM^  indn^iig  dnUren, 
ui  the  dtflbrent  faruches,  into  none  of  wtAA  have  they  yet  intro* 
dnoed  maduaccy  t  iko  qnantSiy  of  wool  conmuned  is  460,000  potmda 
anmally.  Thtre  is  besides  a  niy»l  nMnoinetofy  Ibr  Bno^dotlu,  ^ 
I  did  not  vittt,  bat  kamt  ibat  it  was  in  a  very  hngnishing  state. 

The  royal  manufactory  for  salt-petre  and  guupuwder,  as 
well  as  that  for  belts  and  cartoach  Ijoxes,  has  been  fully  occupied 
under  the  direction  of  the  Junta;  but  the  same  deeTiee  of  lethargy 
prevails  ia  them  now,  as  in  whatever  else  relates  to  the  defence  of 
the  country. 

The  mountains  round  this  city  are  well  calculated  for  vines,  hot 
so  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  cultivation  of  tbem,  that  the 
wine  pcoduoed  is  very  bad ;  at  the  Posada  where  we  reside,  there  is 
only  one  kind  of  inferior  sweet  white  wiue,  which  is  not  drinkable  | 
bat  we  had  the  best  proof  that  good  wine  is  made  han^  in  soma 
which  a  gendaman  sent  ns  from  his  aeUar^it  waa  aqpud  to  ai^  Bni^ 
gandy  I  have  ever  tasted,  and  of  t]ie  same  eoloor,  witfaMt-  any 
Ibivonr  of  the  skin;  in  tut,  ha  had  tent  bottles  to  a  "vinejaid  about 
Ibiee  kagnes  distant*  oekfaiated  for  its  «Boelknt  wina,  in  oider  to 
hn^  it  free  fiom  tint  taste  whidi  ail  tfan-mes  hen  aioqiiiie,  Iran 
being  braoglit  htm  the  viaeyafds  in  sbeep-akins,  with  tamd  seams. 
It  b  xatbar  a  enrions  &et,  that  in  a  ooontiy  wbeie  oork  trees  abound, 
the  trifling  opetatioa  of  catting  them  is  so  ill  done,  that  to  have  his 
irine  in  good  order,  this  gentleman  thooght  it  necessary  to  stnd  to 
Mak^  for  Bngfisb  corks,  as  well  as  Enjrlish  bottles. 

The  oil  now  produced  in  this  -  vicinity  is  not  sufficient  £ox  the 
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oomitBiptiQfi  of  ^  inhftbiilaits Irat  m ihn  qnuitily  tH^Auat  is  retj 
gnftt,  n  ooDflidnciUe  ^scliaDge  m  die  tivo  oduiinoditiM  is  canied 
on  beiiveen  this  pbce  and  the  tomiflliipe  to  die  Soirth  of  the  moaa- 
taSm.  .      .    '  "  . 

I  am  My  little  «f  As  state  of  society  in  Ais  city :  I  have  been  at 
no  parties  exceptint^  those  of  the  Duchess  of  Gor  ;  and  there  the  gloom 
of  the  political  horizon  was  too  powerfully  felt  to  allow  of  much  en- 
joyment. At  other  times  I  am  told  it  is  a  place  of  gaiety  and  amuse* 
ment;  and  though  the  cliarming  puhlic  walks  hy  the  side  of  the 
river  are  now  deserted,  yet  in  better  times  they  are  said  to  have 
heen  crowded  with  ail  the  beauty  and  finhiou  of  the  dty.  Then  is 
a  theatre,  but  it  is  not  dpen,  Ihe  pedonnm  havii:^  gone  away  to 
Bwnd  the  Frmch. 

The  femaik  I  made  at  Gadu  on  the  eflect  of  despotisin,  in 
sdffiDg  the  stEoiig  feelings  of  Ae  populaoe^  has  been  confimed  heie$ 
every  one  knomlhat  the  enemy  has  Ibived  the  peases  of  the  Siena 
Morensij  tod  is' rapidly  advancii^  in  diis  direction,  hut  no  one 
spei&s  <iF  it  openly ;  it  is  wlnqtered  only  to  confidenfisl  friends,  and 
even  they  aifffcet  td  treat  it  as  a  temporary  irruption,  which  will  be 
checked  before  it  can  possibly  extend  to  this  place.  I  ' shall  leave 
Graiiatiii  to-morrow.  I  have  received  much  pleasure  in  viewing 
it,  and  feel  no  small  degree  of  regret  at  the  fate  it  must  soon 
experience.  I  have,  however,  no  personal  apprelienslons  ;  for  our 
route  hence  is  not  in  the  direction  in  which  the  enemy  is  ad- 
vancing ;  and  besides,  wc  are  sure  of  having  two  or  three  days  notice 
of  his  approach,  in  which  time  we  can  reach  the  sea  coast,  even  if 
the  load  to  Cadiz  lAioiUd  be  occapied  by  the  French. 
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GnUMA  —  LA  raMA  l»  MM  IKAHOBADOI. 

AKTBAUERA,  JAN.  I8IO. 

We  left  Granada  at  break  of  daj,  and  proceeding  by  o  road 
puaable  for  whed  carriagea,  travdled  over  ^  throogli  fielda 

of  great  fortifity.   In  two  hours  we  rtoched  Santa  Fee,  a  city  buUt 
by  Ferdioand  doring  the  eicge  of  Granada,  which  euffered  irery 
aeverely  die  last  as  well  as  the  preceding  year  by  earthqoakea.  Hm 
last  extended  its  dkets  across  the  whole  Vega,  in  a  fm^  of  about 
one  league  in  breadth,  and  was  «wea       at  the  dty  of  Granada, 
dioogh  very  slightly :  the  shock  there  Issted  only  a  few  minutes  ; 
bat  at  Santa  Fee  it  oon<!nued  twelve  honrs,  and  has  left  marks  of 
ra\  ages  on  most  ot  the  buildings  :  one  of  the  churches  is  com- 
pletely divided  in  the  centre,  and  the  tower  is  a  heap  of  ruins.  A 
convent  which  has  been  much  injured,  exhibits  a  curious  spectacle  ; 
one  half  is  thrown  down,  and  the  cells  of  the  monks  in  the  other 
half  are  laid  completely  open,    i^veral  houses  of  private  indtvidiials 
have  snffered  severely ;  but  so  much  are  the  people  aonistomed  to 
these  occurrences,  that  many  of  their  habitations  are  already  re- 
paired, and  workmen  were  bunly  employed  in  rendering  the  otbeia 
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haUtabk.  I  did  not  find  that  i^pieheneioin  of  a  n^etitum  of  the 
oalami^y  though  the  |dace  is  pecaUaily  ftol^ect  to  itj  has  indaoed 
any  of  the  inhabitanta  to  contemplate  a  renioval  to  aitnatioDft  of 
greater  aeeuri^. 

I  enquired  the  price  of  the  moat  valoable  land,  with  a  right  of - 
water,  and  learnt,  that  the  heat  com  landa.had  been  htdy  aold  at 
one  hwidred  dollan  the  fanegada,  whidb  ia  equal  to  fiwIiMiB  of  an 
Eogliah  acre.   Those  lately  aold  were  the  property  of  the  Prince  of 

Peace,  which  had  been  confiscated  by  the  Junta ;  and  ao  much  con- 
fidence was  entertained  by  the  purcliasers  in  the  security  of  the  |ii  o- 
perty  so  circumstanced,  that  even  land,  the  title  of  which  under  any 
change  of  government  would  be  undisputed,  being  the  property  of 
private  individuals,  had  not  sold  to  jrreater  advaiitajre  than  those,  the 
titles  of  which  depended  on  the  stubility  of  the  present  system. 

Near  this  city  is  a  valuable  property,  adled  Sota  de  Roma ;  it 
formerly  belonged  to  the  crown,  and  was  kept  as  the  country  retreat 
of  Charles  the  Fifth,  who  stocked  the  woods  with  pbeaaants,  which 
are  still  found  in  great  plenty.    The  king,  Philip,  granted  it  to 
Wall,  the  prime  minister,  who  laid  out  the.grounds  and  cultivated  the 
lands  in  the  English  manner,  and  retired  from  the  court,  to  pasa  die 
evening  of  a  loi^  fife,  whidi  had  been  devoted  to  the  public  aorvtoe, 
in  thia  delightful  retreat   Afhsr  hia  death,  it  leveited  to  ih»  crown, 
and  was  granted  to  Qodoy,  with  some  other  netk  and  ektrame 
farms  in  this  vidnily.   Hie  Sota  de  Bcma  ia  a  track  of  about  five 
miles  in  length,  and  two  in  breadth ;  it  contuns  extensive  woods  filled 
with  elma,  the  right  of  cutting  which  u  reserved  by  the  crown,  and 
very  extenuve  and  fruitful  arable  landa.    Game  of  every  kind 
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abounds  m  it,  and  has  till  lately  been  caiefiilly  preserved,  but  thb 
people  from  the  surrounding  towns  have  destroyed  mudi  of  it  dnoe 

the  flight  of  its  late  owner. 

On  leaving  Sauta  Fee,  we  continued  our  junrney  over  the  plain, 
till  we  arrived  at  a  lonely  veota  on  the  side  of  a  river,  umlt  r  the 
gateway  of  which,  surrounded  by  nmletcers  and  their  mules,  we 
ate  the  frugal  repast  which  we  had  brought  from  Granada.  Tlus 
nver  is  the  Saladilio,  which,  even  at  this  distance,  retains  so  mudi 
of  the  saltness  wluch  it  has  imbibed  from  the  waste  water  of  the 
brine  springs  at  Almaha,  as  to  be  lelused  by  our  hones,  though  th^ 
wcie  dtirsty  fixnn  their  long  Jonrn^. 

We  oontinned  our  nmts  aeron  the  plain,  idiidi  appealed  so  m- 
dosed  by  lofty  and  almost  perpendienlar  nionntMns»  that  we  eonld 
scarcely  oonjeeture  by  what  avenue  we  were  to  get  out  of  die  valley : 
by  flawing  die  connMs  of  die  Xeml,  however,  we  at  last  ibnnd  an 
<^ening,  but  dmmgh  a  chasm  between  the  mountama  ao  extremely 
nanow,  that  it  hardly  admitted  of  more  than  a  passage  ibr  the  stream. 
The  mountains  rose  on  both  sides  in  terrific  forms  and  tremendous 
heights  throughout  the  whole  of  this  pass,  which,  when  the  Moors 
poMessed  the  plain  of  Granada,  was  considered  as  the  most  important 
of  its  defences.  In  tlie  \\-ider  piiit  of  this  fissure,  the  town  of  Loxa 
is  situated  ;  its  streets  rise  one  above  the  other  on  the  side  of  the 
mountain,  and  still  higher  is  a  Moorish  castle,  wliich  gives  the 
whole  scene  a  most  picturesque  appearance.  The  town  contains  about 
nine  thousand  inhabitants,  who  are  mostly  occupied  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  The  principal  product  is  oil,  but  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
oom  is  also  nised  for  the  oonsnmption  of  the  district  The  parish 
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chnrcb  is  the  worst  religious  buUdiii^y  and  the  moat  destitute  of 
omameiiA*  of  any  I  have  seen  in  Spuo.  Nodgii^  could  exceed  the 
poverty  and  misery  of  the  pooada  at  which  v  paaaed  the  night ;  k 
vw fiterally  dlBvoKleC  vwtyomSati}  mA our  dHgisn  mm iuieaaed 
by  lwiining»  when  it  waa  too  late,  thai  at  aiioliher  howae  wosiiglgt 
have  enjoyed  cooiAirtabk  aocommodatioiMik 

After  a  moat  uDpIeMttat  nighty  wa  left  ham  as  soon  as  it  waa 
light,  and  began  toaaccpd  the  anonataim*  whidk  aie  very  ateep  and 
jk^.  We  got  in  an  hour  asMOgaome  thidi  (Viands,  and  having,  in 
the  course  of  another,  ascended  above  the«,  the  appearance  became 
very  striking  and  singular  ;  the  clouds  resembled  the  sea,  while  some 
of  the  higher  peaks  above  them  looked  like  islands.  We  contimud 
ascending  aud  desceiidiug  UU  noon,  ^uiiiL  tiiBes  above  the  clouds,  some- 
times below  them,  and  frequently  so  completely  enveloped  by  them,  as 
to  pzechide  the  sight  of  objects  at  the  distance  only  of  a  few  yards. 
During  these  cbangea.  of  elevatioii^  we  experienced  equal  chani^es  of 
idimate,  and  felt  every  d^;ree  <^  temperature,  from  the  biting  frost  of 
a  winter's  morning,  to  the  warmth  of  a  May-day  noon.  Though  fifty 
fpiles  from  the  Siena  Nevada^  we  felt  that  when  the  wiadlmm  that 
quarter  was  not  intetccptcd  by  the  mountains,  a  very  senMble  altef»- 
tion  took  place  in  the  tempeni(hue  of  the  atmospheie,  whieh  varied 
in  the  difierent  sitMstiom  Isom  46,  to  68.of  Fafarmhrit.  I  redwnei 
the  lonrest  part  of  our  nwHming's  JounHy  to  he.  ilioat  one  thooMod; 
yards  above  ih^  )«nl  el  the  senftaad  ow  highort  ahoofctwodMnsand 
fifve  hundred,  for  in  no  instanetdid  we  teadh  Ae  saow,  thengh  it  lagr. 
on,  the  tops  of  some  higher  elevations  around  us,i 
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After  travelling  Hve  hours,  we  came  to  a  mountain  presenting  a 
height  nf  nbout  six  hundred  yards  almost  perpendicular,  and  appa- 
rently terminating  in  a  single  point ;  but  in  passing  round  it,  its 
appearance  became  somewhat  like  the  pyramidical  spires  in  the 
crowns  of  our  ancient  kings.  On  one  of  these  points  is  a  Moorish 
fortxesSf  which,  like  the  hiU  forts  in  India,  must  be  unassailable,  and 
can  only  be  reduced  1^  honger.  At  the  lioot  of  this  hiU  we  found  the 
town  of  GhiuiHRy  a  place  coBtainii^  seven  or  eight  thousand  inhabit* 
ants.  The  surrounding  oountry  consists  chiefly  of  corn  land,  but 
inteniMxed  with  olive  grounds.  There  is  very  little  water  near  it; 
and  ik  obneequenoe  of  the  scarcity  of  that  neoeamy  avtide,  in  some 
years  the  fielde  are  ao  iinprodiic(ive»  ^t  the  inhabitants,  having  n<» 
snrphia  covmoditias  to  aend  to  more  fruitful  districta  in  excbangie  finr 
lins  first  neccflsaiy  of  life,  adier  severely  from  fiunine. 

Piom  Ghiiuna  we  descended  into  a  pimn,  at  the  ^id*  of  whi^we 
readied'  the  river  Gttadla]lioroe>  which  winds  round  the  mountains, 
tin  it  emptiee  itself  int»  die  sea  at  Sblaga :  at  this  spot  it  is  merely 
a  small,  though  beautifiil  stream,  and  washes  the  foot  of  a  lofty  per- 
pendicular rock,  4^  celebrity  in  the  period  when  the  Moors  ruled 
Granada*  Mariana,  Hie  lustoriao,  relktes  a  tragical  story  of  twi> 
levers,  who  fled  from  Granada,  and  being  pursued  by  the  Moors, 
precipitaited  themselves  from  this  rock  to  avoid  captivity.  Mr.  Southey 
has  given  it  to  the  iinglish  reader  in  his  ballad : 

The  msideii,  throngh  Iht  frmmring  nq;ht, 
FInnbd  Granada  took  her  flight 
She  bade  her  fetber^s  house  fiueweU, 
And  iled  away  with  Msnnd. 
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No  Moorish  maid  might  hope  to  vie 
With  Laila's  cheek  or  Laib't  eye. 
No  maiden  lov'd  with  purer  truthf 
Or  ercr  Wd  a  lovelier  youth* 

In  §mt  tibey  Aed  acrou  the  plun. 
The  ftdier*s  wratb»  tbe  cajptivcTa  chain. 
Id  hope  to  Murcia  on  tfaejr  flei^ 
To  Feaee^  and  Love,  and  Liberty.  Itc.  &c.  &e. 

J  know  not  the  Poet's  reaaon  for  availing  himself  of  tbe  poetica 
fioentia,  and  placing  this  rock  on  die  road  to  Murcia,  when  it  ia  in  dw 
opponte  direction,  and  vrken  the  name  of  SeviUe,  the  pboe  to  which 
their  ft^t  was  directed^  would  have  answered  lus  purpose  jaat  as  wdl 
as  tliat  of  Murda. 

An  hont^a  ride  tnm  LaPenade  los  Bnamwadoe  bRM^ght  na 
through  a  fertile  valley  to  this  city.  Like  moat  others  in  dua  part 
of  Spain,  it  la  finely  situated,  is  suntmnded  by  beautifiil  gardens  and 
fruitful  fields,  and  is  adorned  by  the  sublime  mountains  which  rise  in 
the  back  ground ;  but  a  nearer  inspection  creates  the  customary  dis- 
gust. We  are,  however,  in  a  comfortable  posada,  where  we  am  enjoy 
our  meals  and  straw  beds,  when  we  return  from  viewing  the  curiosities 
that  invite  our  inspection.  1  must  remark,  that  on  the  whole  roafi 
from  Loxa  to  this  place,  a  distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  we  did  not 
meet  a  single  traveller  j  and,  excepting  the  town  of  Qiiuma,  did  not 
see  a  single  house. 
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rorttLATioM  or  AwnauMA'^in  AMmiiiTy — PAnrmros  or  MORinAMo— 
VAmnrr  ov  bhrpbb^iiiiimui.  apKiNOi— mut  iAik>— iCAiiuRAcruMi. 

AMnauttA,  JAN.  1810. 

I  BELIEVE  a  degree  of  vanity  respecting  the  towns  in  which 
they  live,  induces  the  Spaniards  freqtientlv  to  exaggerate  the  amount 
of  their  population,  I  have  been  iulormed  that  this  city  contains  Liu^ht 
thousand  families,  which,  at  the  common  rate  of  estimating  families, 
would  give  a  population  of  forty  tliousand.  The  city,  however,  is 
very  extensive,  and  being  of  antieiit  date,  abounds  in  Roman  and 
Moorish  edifices,  which  give  it  an  appearance  of  great  grandeur. 
The  date  of  its  Hoiuidation  is  aokmnni,  but  it  w  notioed  in  the  Itine- 
iwy  of  Antoninus,  and  it  is  nontioned  in  one  oonoag  the  rounerano 
waenp6iom  ^ifhkh  have  been  prewrred  w  a  mimicipiiim;  and  in 
another  ihere  is  a  pioof  ot  itt  caDBtenoe  in  iSie  year  77  ^  ^  Chris* 
•  tian  eia,  as  it  la  dated  in  die  eighdi  consulship  1^  die  Bmperor 

ffiigfaty  yesfs  bellHo  the  oonqiiestcf  Oraiiada,  this  d<7  «u 
by  John,  die  second  king  of  Osstilt ;  and  in  die  Moorish  casde  die 
anu  cspiared  bj  die  Christians  an  stiB  pressffsd.  It  appears  by 


Digitized  by  Google 


Mr 


LETTERS  inOM  SPAIIf. 


theae  remains,  tliat  the  Moors  used  defensive  armour  of  great  \ve!gl*t, 
and  employed  short  javeliiis  to  throw  at  the  enemy,  cross  )>ows  for 
ahooting  stonea  or  arrows,  and  oval  shields,  formed  of  two  hides,  ce- 
mented together  so  thick  aa  to  reaiat  a  mnaket  balL  The  caatle  in  whieh. 
tfiese  warlike  inatrnments  are  depoMted  la  in  lietter  preaervation  diaii 
any  Moorish  fbrtreea  I  have  yet  aeen,  and  the  entranoe,  called  the 
CiaatBMdb,ia  the  ineatapeciM  of  their  Within  tH 

indMBie  i»  ik^  «h«reh  of  Santa  JMiria»  whieh  waa  fimneilj  «  Maho- 
medan  mosqne,  and  without  any  other  alteration  than  the  introduc- 
tion of  a  moat  profiiae  nmnber  of  bad  pictures,  bod  statues,  and 
tastelesa  braaments,  is  now  converted  into  a  ChxistiaD  place  of 
vonhap. 

The  FnnciacaD  oon^Knt  oeotmns  aome  pilfaua  of  the  most  bean* 

tiftil  veined  uiarble,  of  a  flesh  colour,  that  I  have  yet  seeti :  they  «» 
twenty-eight  ifl  uumhcr,  aad  rapport  tlic  ;Lrches  of  tiie  cloister.  I 
observed  io  several  of  the  churches  some  gootl  pamtrag^,  in  trcsco, 
which  I  I'  cii  iii  wt  re  the  produc  tion  of  Antomo  MolicdiiiK),  who  was 
e«teetiiie<^,  iiljinit  liie  year  iiiOO,  as  <iiie  of  the  hmt  arti&ts  of  his  time. 
But  his  priiuMpai  work*  heiiig  on  tlie  walb  of  the  chur<  hi  s  in  thi* 
his  native  city,  ou  l:^se<»f  Cordo-v-a,  and  on  tlie  cloisters  oi  the  Fran- 
ciscan convent  of  SevijUe,  his  merit  can  only  he  appreciated  by  those 
who  coutesroplate  his  labours  ott  the  spot  where  tiuy  were  executed. 
M^hedaoo  had  great  oelefarity  as  a  poet,  and  his  works,  published 'm 
1605,  are  admired  to  this  day.  This  place  poduccd  another  painter 
pf  six^ular  nerU^  according  to  hia  <OirtMppctaiie»}  but,  Uhe  Mohe- 
daoo,  havini;  «x«M»4ed  hie  talenU  oa  walla  uMiia 
te»  i»  w»t  ao«ita«H«»4ftitdMmj  hibmam  waaJmrn^Mo 
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Bimdilla;  hswatibe  pupil  of  Znhmot  and  hacame  a  mber  of 
die  Acadenrf  of  Seville  lAeve  he  diad  in  1660,  leaving  to  that  iDstt» 
tatioa  bit  aketehes  and  dengns,  whidb  aie  Iriglily  vahied. 

The  nnnieroas  RmDan  inscriptions  in  tins  city  and  its  ridnity, 
have  kindled  a  taste  for  the  study  of  antiqurties,  whidi  lias  producfed 
soDit  very  emuiusit  mta  in  that  bjxinch  of  learning.  To  mentiuti  them 
is  needless,  as  their  names  are  scarcely  known  in  England  ;  but  their 
lttLH>ur9  have  contribuud  much  to  the  assistance  of  Muratori,  and 
other  antiquari^.  Thi:*  city  gave  birth  to  Luis  del  Carvajal,  the 
historian  of  Africa,  and  of  tiic  Moors  in  Spain,  and  to  Pedro  de  Espi- 
Dosa,  one  ot  the  best  poets  of  the  sixtc.  luh  rLiitury,  the  period  iu 
v^uch  the  CastiUian  language  was  in  its  greatest  purity. 

There  acre  few  places  in  Europe  in  which  die  Autii^uaiy,  the 
Botanist,  or  d»  Geologist,  w<mkl  find  aa  much  worthy  of  attcatian 
as  in  Antequera,  and  its  vicinity.  I  have  noticed  already  that  there 
Sa  a  pralonanel  Boman  inscriptioBs;  and  the  numbcv  of  antieat 
adBfieas  in  rasa  ia  eouaidefabla.  Coina  of  varioua  ^traaie  aieo  fie* 
qoently  found. 

Widi  the  mrj  Ktde  pretention  to  the  knowledge  of  Botany  which 
I  poaaeaa,  I  cannot  do  jostioe  to  the  variona  productions  whidi  thia 
place  afibdb ;  the  aodia  are  covered  with  the  lichen  aaxatilUa  tine-i 
toiyia,  from  whiclK^  by  a  very  auoMBary  proceaa,  they  make  the  ar- 
dul,  oicd  in  the  ■MannfiKtariea  aa  a  purple  or  malbcrry  dye.  The 
pariwiadkle  Cvmea  perpinca )  is  now  in  ftmrer  en  the  bonlis  of  the 
mn^atSf  aa  wbH  aa  the  jaaaandn  and  lavender.  The  ancfanaa,  tbe 
root  of  which  is  Icrmwri  io  England  hy  the  name  of  tilkanet,  and  tliu 
liquorice  are  very  abuudiiut ;  the  roots  of  tlie  latter  so  uauoy  the 
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plovg^mcB,  diat  they  indigiMtiitly  call  it  «  BIbIa  Terin,"  ^  ^ 
cultivation  and  prepantioa  are  totally  negkcled*  Amua  and  conuB 
are  very  generally  met  with,  and  are  valuable  to  tbe  inhaUtaoti  of 
the  mottutunouB  dietrictt,  who  wake  great  uao  of  thorn  iofuaed  in 
hiandy.  The  dstna,  or  Tock  roae^  grows  in  great  profunon,  and  pfo- 
dnces  a  liquid  substauoe,  >vhich  the  sun  thickens  to  a  gummy  oon« 
sia^ciice,  111  which  state  it  is  eaten  hy  the  coutitr)-  people.  The 
aloes,  the  pita,  the  esparto,  the  opuntia.  ;ui<l  the  various  species  of 
palms,  are  very  ahundaut,  and  aie  apphtd  lo  the  uses  which  I  no- 
ticed at  Seville.  The  shrub  bearing  capers  (mpparuj  gti>us  very 
generally  in  this  vicinity  :  it  is  a  thorny  hush,  producing  a  small 
flower,  and  the  pod,  containing  the  seed,  grows  to  the  size  of  a  small 
olive ;  it  ia  eaten  by  the  natives  ia  the  crude  atate;  or,ipniervt4  ^vith 
vinegar,  becomes  an  article  of  ootnaaeroe.  •  Nniiienin»>spec^Bati  !iif 
heaths  are  to  he  found,  which  ar?  very  naefol,  as  they  are  conn 
verted  into  diaroool,  and  thus  anpply  fbel  to  tba  inhahitantar  The 
charcoal  made  from  the  heatha  ia  esteemed  iii'Spai»  to  be  •  better 
adapted  for  making  iron  than  any  other.  •  >  « 

The  rocka  snirounding  thia  city  are  all  of  limeatone  or  moUei 
and  about  half  a  league  from  it  is  one  aoBd  rock'of  moat  faeantifiil 
fleah^onred  maihie,  from  which  various  springe  form  a  rivulet 
that  turns  aeveral  millBy  and  wateia  the  plaina  bdow.  But  lite  oon^ 
formation  of  the  rocka,  the  different  strata,  and  the  veins  of  different 
mineral  substances  they  contain,  have  been  so  slightly  noticed,  that 
the  Geologist  and  Mineralogist  would  find  here  a  rich  and  unex-- 
plore<l  field  for  the  improvement  of  their  respective  sciences. 

There  are  two  spring  near  thia  city,  which  have  been  long  cele- 
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iMied;  htmAm  aeventl  odien»  the  ftme  of  wfaieh  hu  never  extended 
kaelf  bejood  die  iinmediirte  linuts  ef  Anteqiiiefa:  one  is  oonsidered 
as  a  apedfie  fat  the  stone,  is  said  to  aet  as  a  sohrent,  and  is  ba- 
nefidal  abo  in  strengthening  the  atomadi;  its  lepatalian  ^v«s  finr* 
merly  much  j^reeter  than  it  i»  at  present.  A  Roman  insciiption, 
discovertfd  ou  an  altar,  is  preserved  here,  which  imports  that  Lucius 
Posthamua  Satulius,  in  performance  of  a  vow,  dedicated  the  altar 
to  the  divine  fountain,  Morales,  a  Spanish  writer  of  much  emi- 
nence, relates,  that  so  much  confidence  was  placed  in  the  heneficial 
efiPects  of  this  spring,  that  the  Romans  built  almost  a  town  near  it 
for  the  reception  of  patients  ;  and  that,  to  guard  against  imposition^ 
when  the  water  n^-as  sent  to  a  distance^  a  notary  attested  the  day  on 
iihich  it  was  taken  from  the  spring ;  the  iresaels  in,  which  it  waa 
OODtaioed,  and  a  certificate  <^  its  purity  were  sealed  by  the  magis- 
trate and  priest  of  the  town.  The  water  is  mnarkaUy  cold,  and  has 
no  pecoEur  laata  eanqit  limt  of  the  saafinige,  wfaieh  grows  in  great 
abvndanoe  within  die  aprii^.  Abont  a  mile  from  the  Fuente  da 
Fiadn  is  another  eopimis  sprii:^  whieb  fills  with  salt  water  a  lake 
of  four  nnks  in  lengdi  and  two  in  breadth.  The  water  cf  the  lake  is 
aaUer  than  sea  water,  and  ia  refined  1^  natoral  evaporation.  Hie 
crystals,  as  way  be  snppoeed,  are  very  kigei  and  of  a  bad  oalaar: 
yet  no  other  salt  is  allowed  to  be  sold  in  tins  district  but  that  whidi 
ia  prodnoed  at  the  rapl  refinery,  on  tfie  side  of  this  lake. 

As  we  had  not  intended  remaining  here  many  liours,  we  were 
unprovided  with  letters  of  introduction,  and  thercforc,  instead  of  pass- 
ing our  u\cjiing8  at  the  lively  tertuUas  of  the  ladies,  we  have  remained 
iu  our  soiitaiy  posada ;  and  I  can,  oonseq^uently,  give  no  account  ct 
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die  Moetj,  or  nAimen  of  the  inbabibuits,  beyottd  iiomg  that  jnetiae 
to  wbidi  «U  Sjpeniards  axe  eutitlecl,  by  saying,  Ihtt  our  obaiaetefa  aa 

Englisbmeii  were  sufficient  to  attract  dvili^  and  attention  from  ail 

whom  we  met. 

The  wine  profiuccd  iu  this  neighbourhood  is  nil  of  the  sweet 
kind,  verv  mnddy,  and  very  nauseous.  Olives  are  in  great  abund- 
ance, and  thp  oil  made  from  them,  %vith  all  the  carelessness  I  hare 
before  noticed,  is  a  considerable  article  of  conmeroe  with  the  note 
Northern  diatriots,  who  send  wheat  in  exchange, 

Dieie  arc  a  consider:'  3  number  of  BHUiufectories  of  huae  in 
dua  city^  which  aapply  the  sumMiiding  towm  with  that  naeful  arti- 
de  of  female  appaieL  Some  dotha,  finena,  and  kata,  are  fikewiae 
made  bene :  but  as  the  mann&ctoriea  of  theae  arddes  ale  conducted 
on  a  amall  acale,  and  are  mther  for  domesdc  oonaomption  than  aob- 
jecta  of  ocamneroe,  diey  acaicdj  desme  notice. 

To-morrow  we  ahall  b^n  to  clamber  overtiie  atapendooa  moun- 
taina  towarda  Ronda,  wbeze  I  hope  to  arrive  in  two  days,  if  we  nd* 
tiler  break  our  necks,  nor  are  buried  in  ^  snow. 
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LETTER  XLVI. 

EI,  TORCAL  —  TO»VN  OF  ALORA  —  ITB  AKTIftUlXy  —  8PANI&H  KHOOOMONTAOS 
»CAJ)ARAbON£L.A  ITS  KOMANTIC  SITUATION. 

CAaABABONSLA,  JAW.  iSlO. 

intended  to  leiive  Anteqnen  after  an  eaily  dinner,  pro- 
posing to  reacli  Alon  tbit  evemng ;  and  ihie  penuasions  of  the  guide 
even  would  not  have  induced  us  to  defer  our  design,  if  the  fortunate 
inten  ention  of  a  tremendous  shower  of  rain  had  not  determined  us 
to  wait  till  tlie  next  morninjr.  At  day-break  we  set  out  on  foot  from 
the  posada,  and  ordering  the  liorses  to  follow  us,  we  ascended  the 
mountain  above  the  city,  and  occupied  an  hour  and  a  half  before  we 
leachcd  the  summit,  where  the  horses  OTeitook  us.  We  found  it 
excessively  cold,  as  the  wind  blew  from  off  a  snow  mountain  to  the 
southward  of  that  which  we  had  crossed.  After  deaoending  for  about 
an  hour,  we  passed  a  small  aqoeduct  of  Moorish  constittctioD,  in  the 
dengn  of  which  we  cotdd  not  agree.  1*0  me  it  appeared  to  have 
been  erected  for  die  purpose  of  oonveying  water,  by  a  dreuitona  ronte 
round  tbe  moanttdns*  to  die  dty  of  Antequera,  and  some  small 
Moonsb  turrets  on  llie  aides  of  tbe  hills  seemed  to  indicate  its  oouise. 

We  9K9f,  on  tbe  left  band,  a  sii^ptlar  spectade  called  El  Toical : 
it  tt  situated  on  the  sonmnt  of  a  high  tbouatain,  and  has  the  appear- 


Digitized  by  Google 


91$  LETTERS  FROM  SPAIN. 

anoe  of  a  oonndmble  akj  in  rubs,  nidk  ngdar  stmto,  htge 
churches,  and  vut  piihEc  haildmp :  it  is,  however,  nodung  mom 
than  an  aasemblage  of  white  marble  rocks,  whi^  ii  so  &tiiesam, 
that  whoever  enters  it  without  a  knowledge  of  the  paths  is  in  dei^per 
of  bdi^  lost  in  a  labyrinth,  from  wluch  he  coold  not  extricate  him- 
8elf  but  with  great  difficulty.  We  continued  our  course  througrh  the 
wildest  scenrrv  that  can  be  iniagiucii,  and  over  most  dreadful  roads, 
and  contc  itulated  ourselves  that  we  had  been  prevented  by  the  rain 
on  the  preceding  afternoon  from  undertak  n  ijt^  this  stage,  in  which  we 
should  certainly  have  been  overtaken  by  darkness,  aiul  pcobafaly  have 
wandered  the  whole  night.  In  going  a  stage  in  these  nMmntainoiis 
di^cts,  it  is  vaj  unsafe  to  calculate  the  time  it  will  employ,  by 
ascertaining  the  computed  distance  :  in  good  roads  it  is  possible  to 
accomplish  a  league  in  an  hour,  but  in  diis  ooontry  half  a  league  ia 
an  hoar  is  deemed  e^editione  travelling. 

In  the  oonrse  of  four  or  five  hours  we  began  todesoend,  and  the 
ndi  vale  of  Aloca  appeared  esctended  belbre  us,  widi  the  town  of  that 
name  on  the  nde  of  the  oppoeite  mountain.  The  plain  ia  very  fertile, 
and  is  watered  by  a  ehamung  stream  meandning  through  it,  the 
banks  which  abound  with  orange  and  lemon  groves.  On  a  jutting 
eminence  overlooking  this  delightful  vale,  a  monastery,  surrounded 
with  gardens,  aud  w  atered  by  various  crystal  btn^ams,  presented  a  scene 
which  it  was  impossible  to  pass  without  admirinj;  the  charms  <rf 
the  climate,  and  almost  wishing  to  pai>s  the  remainder  of  life  in  so 
enchanting  a  spot. 

^  We  reached  Alora,  four  leagues  from  Antequera,  after  a  fatiguing 
lide,  of  seven  hoars.   The  streets  of  the  town  are  so  steep,  that  wa 
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feared,  in  ascending  or  descending  them,  that  \ve  should  meet  with 
some  accident  before  we  reached  the  posada.  The  town  contains 
about  fame  thousand  inhabhaats,  who  subsifit  on  the  productions  of 
the  plain,  and  of  the  'eumnuidiog  mountains  i  the  produce  of  which 
fikewise  oontribiiftes  to  die  of  Malaga,  whidier  it  i»  con- 

ned on  die  of  aaees.   It  appeue       eevexal  inecriptiwkt 

Jbund  at  Alora,  that  it  waa  a  mniiuapBl  town  of  the  ftomans,  and  the 
iceidenoe  of  a  distii^niflhed  fionily;  one  of  whom,  CSaitis  Falrias 
Vibianm,  wb»  Deoemiir  of  this  place,  then  called  Ibto,  and  eieeted 
a  statue  in  honour  qf  his  moHhiBr,  wUch  is  stiU  pteaerved. 

While  our  servants  went  to  die  difieient  AapB  to  purchase  our 
incal,  we  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  ancient  castle,  which  is  situated 
oii  a  conical  hill,  overlooking  the  town,  nud  which,  before  the  inven- 
tion of  cannon,  was  not  commanded  by  any  other  eminence  :  it  is 
very  spacious,  and  the  foundation  and  lower  part  of  the  walls  nre 
built  of  Roman  brick,  but  the  superstructure  is  evidently  Moorish,  as 
the  horse-shoe  form  of  the  arch  over  the  gate  incontestibly  proves. 
It  ha^  on  two  sides  a  precipice  of  nearly  four  hundred  feet,  which 
give>^  ir  nuicli  the  appearance  of  the  hill  forts  in  India. 

While  eating  our  homely  repast  under  the  gateway  of  the  posa^ 
the  politicianB  of  the  place,  attracted  by  the  intdligenoe  that  some 
Snglishmen  were  arrived,  assembled  roond  ua  to  encpiira  fer  news ; 
though  curious,  they  were  not  impertinent ;  and  the  expreanona  of 
hatred  to  the  French,  and  patitnde  to  our  country,  were  by  no  moMia 
ungrateful  to  our  feelings.  I  never  waa  more  wkrwk  ynik  Spanish 
bombast  than  on  this  oocauon.  Hie  spoMaman  of  the  party  ha- 
laogued  them  in  lofty  temia;  and  amd,  that  but  fer  die  intcrvandon 


tio  .  £ETTER8  FROM  SPAIM. 

of  England,  Miiluga,  and  all  their  country,  wouM  l»ve  been  con- 
quered l)y  the  enemy  last  year,  and  that  iu>thuig  hut  the  ;irius  of 
KiiglantI  HOW  preser\'e<l  them  from  destruciiou  :  he  continued  his 
hami^ue  by  stating,  that  he  had  been  in  England  lately  (^meaning 
iifibraltar,  which  the  pe(^ik  here  designate  by  that  name),  where  he 
taw  et  G«nefal»  pcNDtiog  to  me,  at  the  head  of  ten  thouBand  men, 
all  clothed     «carkt,  and  who  moved  as  though  they  were  one  man  j 
that  he  saw  el  Quroostk,  painting^  to  Mr.  Michell,  commanding 
hniidfed*  di  eammi^  wliii^  ihn  men  pointed  widi  the  ftdlity  of  a 
mueket  j  and  eonAiBued  pdying  na  Mch  exliHvagnut  eompfiments, 
anduMffringmcfc  peas  vwliaa  for  oar  piMpari^,  that  tt  rendered  the 
idi<bacqne<ompVitidyliidicganatnna,<l>p<^    speared  interesting 
to^  «mtol  hie  iwditoRk.  Ha  exeemted  the  Junta  and  &e  Spanish 
offioen,  and  qoAM^aded  with  eignificant  grimaoM,  and  a  characteriatie 
wave  of  his  finger ;  **}m  oftciales  Espanoles  no  valde  nada,  no  valde 
uada      Spanish  olJitcis  are  good  for  nothing. 

I  tiv  little  streas  on  these  and  similar  occurrences,  and  do  not 
depend  on  them  as  indications  of  patriotism  ;  and  1  notice  tlieni  ra- 
ther as  illustrations  of  manners,  than  of  politics ;  aa  proofs  of  the 
polite  and  flattering  habits  which  the  Spaniards  jyossess,  rather  than 
as  demonstrations  of  their  ptdkical  itgarA  for  as.  I  have  so  fre- 
qnendf  heafd  thk  cxpresakm,  **  no  vidde  nada,*^  appfied  by  the  peo- 
ple tei  jihflir  oftoBn  and  tfadr  trooper  that  I  connder  it  a  mere  oompli* 
meat  tot  onrs,  and  it  slMwa  only  the  extent  of  their  politeness,  when 
^  prondaat  paopb  on  earth  can*  saerifioe  so  fiir  to  civilly,  as  to  die* 
gnuW  thair  own  eonntrymen  merefy  to  flatter  fereigneie. 
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We  left  Alum  ni^d«t  tbe  bendBctimi*  of  dw  oAter;  wbo  hdl 

transformed  my  volunteer  coat  into  a  geneml's  mufemiy  and  pcenui- 
turely  raised  nu  tVleud  to  a  rank  whrch,  when  he  attains,  I  have  no 
doubt  he  will  iili  with  honour  to  hrtiT^elf,  aiul  advantage  to  his  C(juiitry. 
Our  road  was  tremendoua,  unil  tlinugh  the  distance  was  only  two 
leagues,  the  journey  employed  tive  hours.  Many  parts  of  the  road, 
or  rather  path,  were  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice,  ith  the  ri\  er  from  two 
to  three  hundred  yards  below  on  one  side,  and  the  towering  Sierra  de 
BlanquiUa,  with  its  perpendicular  marble  rocks,  on  the  other.  Tlie 
hills  were  to  steep,  that  on  the  lower  side  of  each  olive  tree  a  wall 
was  constructed,  to  pcerent  die  tree  frooiufidlii^  down  the  pre- 
cipioe.  When  we  had  peiied  through  an  opening  ui  thn  «*^'T*^'Tt^ 
we  descended  into  n  ridi  vale,  die  aail  of  wUfih  wao  ao  dasp,  diat  it 
waa  widi,difficnlt^  the  honea  ooiiid  get  dnoo^  it 

It  was  daifc  when  wa  airiWatooe  of  the  naoat  nuseidble  poaadaa 
we  had  yet  encountered,  which  afibrded  neither  provisions,  nor  beds, 
nor  scaroeLy aniqpartniaat  better  than  a  stable  to  ni  down  in.  In 
this  ^stiesa  we  went  to  die  alcalde,  tcid  him  onr  comntry,  eiqplained 
our  ritoation,  and  requested  billets  fat  the  night :  he  very  poGtely 
attended  to  our  wants  ;  gave  directions  to  his  alguazil  to  examine  the 
books,  and  see  who  had  the  best  beds  in  the  town ;  and  then  signed 
orders  for  the  owners  to  receivi>  us  ff>r  the  nlj^ht.  The  alg^uazil 
attended  us  to  tlie  three  houses  ou  which  we  were  billeted,  and  the 
families  received  us,  not  only  with  civility  and  politeness,  but  with 
cordiality.  We  were  accommodated  with  their  best  apartments ;  and 
diis  momii^,  when  we  offered  a  remoneratioii^  diey  civilly  declined 
nceiviiig  it,  aayii^  diey  ftk  honoured,  that  die  co^  jBn^^fiahman 
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iwho  liad  vinted  Cannbooda,  hflid  fl]^  ftt  Tliesepeo* 

pie  are  respectable  trndaallien^  npfao  veaide  ill  the  street  in  wluch  our 
posada  is  situated. 

This  town  is  in  a  very  sin^^ular  aituation,  on  the  lap  of  a  hill, 
whence  the  descent  to  the  valley  Hclow  i>»  full  tii^ht  hundred  yards, 
,  and  in  some  places  ahnost  perpendicular.  You  may  form  some  judg- 
mait  of  it,  when  yoa  an  informed,  that  from  the  valley  to  the  towd 
we  were  occupied  two  homrs  5n  constantly  ascending  by  a  winding 
load.  It  contains  between  four  and  five  tiKnnand  iohabitanta,  who 
depend  for  snbomtenoe  on  ^  produce  of  die  rich  vaUejs  beibnr,  anil 
of  the  oova  fidd*^  whkh  a»  on  the  aanie  elevation  unth  the  town, 
8oin6  beantilbl  caacadea  pour  down  Ironi  the  nunuitainay  whidi  torn 

r 

aeveial  mlla  behind  the  town.  The  Siena  riaea  in  imyestic  grandeiur 
in  some  parts,  to  nearly  the  perpendicular  hcigtit  of  a  mik,  which 
gives  a  very  impressive  eflfect  to  the  scene. 

*  We  visited  the  church  of  one  of  the  convents,  whicb  has  nothing 
within  it  deserving  attention  ;  and  a  Moon^h  fortress  in  niins,  which 
overiuoks  the  town,  is  too  much  like  others  1  have  noticed,  to  merit  a 
descriptioQ. 
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MOUMTAIKS  MUR  CASAftABOKItJl  —  JtL  WVWOO—  KUKfl  OF  ACINIFO  ^  COW* 

jicniHifl.sEsrkcctiio  ths  sens  of  mitnaa— jjibitai.  at  bonba.  • 

mamoAf  jaw.-iSio* 

On  leaving  Casarabonela  wc  began  immediately  to  ascend 
the  highest  and  steepest  moitntains  we  had  yet  encountered.  For  a 
considerable  part  of  the  ascent  the  mountain  is  composed  of  marble, 
or  limeatone ;  bat  near  the  top  we  saw  several  veins  of  good  coal, 
and  some  of  them  three  or  four  feet  in  thickaen.  -  llua  snbttauoe  it 
noticed  by  the  inhabitants,-  and  is  used  by  some  of  the  poonr  chuaee 
fiir  .fbel }  vbnt  it  ie  by  no  meaiie  gonenUy  mppmpnaked  to  lhat  par* 
poee,  as'^e  eulplniieoiui  'vaponn  which  it  yidda  ore  veiy  ofewivoi 
IrMMrtrkod  in  one  put  of  lilne  motmtam  the  fiiet  adaiet  I  hed  eean  in 
lin;-  it      of  a  bUmdi-gr^  oolonr,  hnt  dw  etratimi  .was:  not  .very 


We  left  llie  higheet  oonimit  of.  die  mmnitein  called  Siem  da 
Junquera,  wludL  was  eowered  mow,  on  oar ^  left  hand,  and  tra- 
vdled  along  exeoable  roads,  aiteitiately  >  aeeen^n^  *and  deaoendlng 
during  four  hours.  At  the  distance  of  half  a  league,  on  the  left  hand, 

we  saw  the  convent  of  the  barefooted  Carmelites,  which  appeared  to 
be  surrounded  with  cultivated  fields,  good  gardens,  and  vineyanby 
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while  the  mt  of  the  conntiy  preeenled  nollitng  halt  edeonve  wood* 
of  ooik  aDcl  oak  ti«ce>  under  whidi  thoiimid*  of  pigs  weie  lee£iig 
on  the  aeonie  that  had  drof^ed.  The  cock  tree  So  •  opecSea  of  oak, 
leaembling  those  of  England,  but  is  neither  ao  hitj  nor  to  ahady; 
the  leaves  do  not  lall  in  the  winter,  tlie  aooma  ere  somewhei  hitler, 
and  are  not  eaten  by  the  people,  but  die  swine  fiitfcen  on  them. 
There  are  two  other  species  of  oaks ;  one  is  an  ever-green,  but  the 
other  drops  its  ]ea^eb  in  the  autumn  i  neither  oi  them,  however, 
grows  to  a  very  large  size,  nor  are  those  in  Andalusia  calculatnl  for 
ship'building.  The  siiip-iimber  for  the  Spanish  navy  is  produced  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  Peninsula. 

We  reached  El  Bnigo,  a  town  containing  about  1,500  inhabi- 
tants, in  6ve  hours,  and  hmog  most  oomfhtidy  wt/t,  were  ^ad  to 
Mnouiid  a  Inge  fire,  in  company  with  an  assemblage  of  muleteen, 
eenien,  ncnnta,  and  contwhandigts,  who  had  taken  sheller  finom  a 
most  trcneodona  atoras.  After  soi>e  wfteshmmt  we  left  Bl  Bmgo^ 
■iideaceiidedaiio<herinoiuiinin,ofpwdigiouahri^iii  Aa  we  advanced 
towards  the  snuinut,w«  found  that  the  storm,  which  in  dieoompara- 
tivdy  low  gmmd  where  we  Iwd  eaoonntind  it  had  descended  in  the 
form  of  nan,  had. here  lidlea  in  that  of  onowj  part  of  which  lay  on 
the  ground,  while  the  rest  melted,  and  formed  a  torrent  in  the  road. 
As  w  c  advanced  to  a  still  higher  level,  we  found  the  snow  had  frozen, 
and  become  hard ;  and  on  the  very  highest  part  that  \vc  ptus^cd  we 
just  reached  the  line  of  perpetual  snow,  which,  as  I  before  noticed, 
is  about  10,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  is  the  liighi^st 
elevation  to  which  we  ascended.  On  ])oth  sides  of  the  pass  throut^h 
which  we  got  over  the  moaatain  the  still  higher  points  rose  m^es- 
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tically  aljove  our  heads,  and  we  were  informed  that,  occanonally, 
the  frozen  snow  icll  iuto  tha  pass  in  such  quautities  as  for  several 
days  to  block  up  the  road  eiilirely. 

From  the  top  of  the  pass  we  first  saw  the  rich  plnni  on  which 
this  city  stands ;  for,  though  on  an  elevation  of  1»500  yards  above  the 
level  of  the  an,  the  higher  mountains  around  it  give  it  the  appear^ 
•nee  of  a  ^nllej,  which  is  richly  adorned  with  com  fields,  fruit- 
ineSy  and  tranapwent  streams.    Four  of  the  highest  peaks,  which 
in  ft  dear  dsj  we  viaiUa  at  Cadis,  retadn  the  mow,  which  is  pre- 
■ervod  tlwooi^  die  nuuner  in  cmam,  and  ie  eent,  padBedmcbaJFy 
the  npp] J  of  Cbdis,  Seville,  and  CKhnHar. 
On  deooen^i^  into  lihe  pUo,  by  liemciMloiis  roads,  we  got  iiit6 
a  wanner  diamU,  and  were  annmnided  by  treee  of  evory  vaiiel^  of 
veeditre.  About  a  league  fipom  due  eity  die  nnne  of  Acinipo»  irol- 
gfuly  eaUed  Old  Bonda,  aie  ttCaaled  i  diey  are  my  exfcennT^  and 
die  vestiges  of  die  wdl,  wUch  ftnnerly  aonooiiddl  die  dty,  are 
easily  traced.    M^thin  this  wall  is  a  pile,  which  ^vas  evideatly  a 
Roui^  amphitheatre ;  though  at  present  there  are  only  eie^ht  rows  of 
seats  entire,  tlicie  is  rcLison  to  l)cUevc  trom  tlie  ruins,  th^it  the  ac- 
count we  received  of  there  having-  been  orif^inally  tu  cnty-eight,  is 
not  iiicorre<  t.    It  must  certainly  have  been  much  larger  than  that  at 
Italica,  near  Seville.  One  part  of  the  outer  wall  is  in  a  state  which 
enable<l  me  to  form  a  judgment  of  its  height,  which  I  calculate  to 
be  nearly  seventy  feet :  it  is  thrown  down,  and  reclines  against  a 
hill,  but  the  solidity  of  the  cement  retains  the  fimgment  together. 
IK^thin  tboM  waUe  anothor  edifioe  may  be  dietincdy  tnoed^  whiob  is 
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supposed  to  have  been  a  temple ;  it  originally  formed  a  square  of 
two  iiundrcd  fuet,  and  the  interior  was  divuied  into  apartments  of 
a  quadntngular  form,  ahout  twenty-two  feet  square,  The  marble 
pavement  of  this  temple  was  taken  up  in  1650,  and  removed  by  an 
antiquary,  I>oo  JELodrigo  de  OvaUe,  to  this  city,  at  expience  -of 
the  Cabildo.  '   .*        '  r.     .     .    .   ,    .  . 

M  JllA  atjucduct  whidbiconveyed  water  to  the  antient  city  is  entire 
for  a  conudamble  diatanos ;  and  I  should  judge  that  Adnipo  has  not 
been  inhabited  liiice  ^e  iime  of  die  Romans,  finmi  the  iionn  of  the 
an^ies  of  tlttft  biul£ng,*  for  all  of  dwm  aie  menifeatly  the  wotfc  of 
diat  pe<^le,  without  any  nuxtuve  of  Moorish  additions.  The  whole 
of  these  niins  occupies  fifty  acne  of  land,  exdiisive  <tf  dioee  irfdumt 
die  walls,  whidi  aie  very  exAensHi^  dioa^biit  dunly  eeatteied,  and 
many  of  the  stones  whidi  composed  die  boildings  haTe  been  removed 
to  build  tiic  houses  inRondu.  I'rom  inscriptions  and  coins  which  have 
been  discovered  here,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  municipal  town  of 
the  Romans,  and  to  have  had  a  mint,  for  many  of  the  pieces  coined 
here  have  tlie  name  of  tlie  tofvn  between  an  ear  of  wheat,  and  ano- 
ther  of  barley ;  on  one  an  inscription  is  preserved,  which  celebrates 
the£unily  of  Fromtoni,  whidi  has  resided  here  so  low  down  as  the 
last  oentuiyj  and  gave  a  name  to  an  estate  in  diis  vicinity, 

•  Soma  of  die  Spuiiih  aodiqpiaxies  have'  contended  that  Adnipo 
was  die  andentMunda,  near  whieh  place  dtadednvehatde  between 
Camar  and  die  Pompeye  was  fought,  which  eventuelly  terminated 
dieir  imporiant  stnig^te.  Tboae  who  m^tsin  this  opidion  assert  . 
diat  die  deseripdooe  of  the  ground .  fimnd  In  the  antient  Ustoiiaiift'' 
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esB  only  apply  to  di»  ntnflra ;  that  ttie  nver,  Ae  mnhj  and  itbe 
city,  are  plainly  mch  as  ai«  detailed  by  Hirtiw;  and  lliey  point  out 
the  hill  to  which  Bogud  the  Moorish  king  retired  with  hieNuiiu&B 

horse,  at  the  first  onfict,  untl  whein  c  li<  marched,  at  the  close  of  the 
day,  to  attack  the  camp  ot  LiibiLiius  i'oiiipey,  by  which  the  fate  of 
the  battle  was  decided.  The  best  authorities  place  the  scene  of  this 
battle  farther  to  the  South-east,  nrar  the  town,  still  called  Munda, 
or  Monda,  between  Manrella  and  Aloraj  bat  those  who  oppose 
them  assert,  that  the  plain  near  that  place  is  much  too  confined  to 
admit  of  two  such  armies  being  formed,  and  attribute  the  error  into 
whidi  their  opponenla  ham  ^dlen,  to  tiwir  having  paid  more  at* 
isDtion  to  the  name  than  to  the  mtnation.  'Withont  attMupting  to 
decide  such  a  question,  to  which  I  am  utteily  iaoompetent,  I  can 
only  reraarlc,  dut  die  cactenaive  plain  near  lUm  antient  &ty  is  wdl 
calculated  for  the  theatre  of  soch  an  action;  and  that  the  country 
around  is  ad^rted,  by  its  ftrtiUty,  for  suj^yuig  numeroiM  arraieB» 
whidt  certainly  is  not  die  case  near  the  town  of  Monda. 

Our  being  detsioed  to  view  Adnipo  caused  us  to  arrive  here  after 
dark ;  and  the  evening  was  very  cold.  All  things  are  good  or  bad 
by  comparison:  and,  judging  by  this  rule,  I  must  say,  that  the 
Posada  de  las  almas,  in  Ronda,  is  a  very  good  iiouse.  It  is  true  it 
contains  no  provisions  ;  but  our  servants  went  to  the  shops,  and  pur- 
chased a  kid  and  some  vegetiibles,  which  made  an  excellent  stew,  and 
we  bought  some  red  wine,  equal  in  flavovir  to  Burgundy,  and  by  fiur  the 
best  that  i  have  tasted  in  Spain.  We  had  a  lai^ge  pan  of  charcoal  in 
the  room ;  and  aA«r  oqr  meal,  good  stiaw  beds,  with  matsof  Esparto^ 
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under  Iheai,  wen  spraid  on  the  marble  floor,  and  we  had  the  Inxnry 
cfaaa  iheefa  to  diapoae  va  to  a  oomlbrtaiUe  night's  sleep.  Having 
ao  good  a  hooae,  we  shall  spend  iStm  time  necessary  for  seeing  the 

curiosities  of  this  place  with  less  impatience  than  if  we  were  worse 
acconimodftted ;  and  iliouejh  yesterday  the  weather  was  had,  and  the 
iiiglit  cold,  we  have  this  moniiug  a  clear  sky,  and  a  warm  sun  to 
cnhven  us. 
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LETTEH  XLVIU. 

FERTILITY  OF  RONDA  CRESTA  PE  GAI.LO  MINERAL  PRODUCTIONS  OF  THB 

MOUNTAINS —  ROMA>'TIC  SITUATION  OF  TH£  CITV  OF  KONDA  —  CUBVA  OV* 
eATO  — CUU9US  ftESERVOIS. 

•4 

m 

KOHIlAy  JAK.  1 6 19. 

T^UIS  ci^  coftt&ine  about  twen^  thousand  iohabiiaQts,  who 
tgt%huciy  tBiOO  of  p«op1c,  and  hare  much  the  appearance  of  the 
natiww  of  the  aartli  of  Europe  :  the  complexion  of  many  of  tJiom 
appmchea  almost  to  ruddy,  but  with  those  pecofiarly  expressive 
featnrea  iHuch  (fiatingitiah  the  midAe  and  lower  chaeee  in  Andaleaia. 
The  lerfile  fields  end  piodaetha  gardens  which  sumMmd  Bonda, 
afbrd  to  its  people  abondant  means  of  subuskenoe ;  besides  wine,  cSl, 
and  corn,  whidh  they  enjoy  in  common  with  other  parts  of  the  |Hro- 
vinoe,  diey  hare  a  prolaMon  of  aU  Ae  fruits  and  vegetabka  of  oor 
more  northern  climate :  the  apples  and  pears  with  which  the  trees 
are  loaded,  equal  or  excel  in  &voiir  diose  of  our  own  ommtiy ;  and 
<he  dties  of  CSadis  and  Seville^  wUIe  they  are  supplied  with  onuses, 
lemons,  i^rapcs,  and  pomegranates,  from  their  more  immediate  vici- 
nity, arc  furnished  from  this  quarter  with  the  vegetable  luxuries  of 
iiortliern  Europe. 
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■  The  plains  in  this  district  abound  widi  catde,  and  the  hills  widi 
^une  of  all  kinds;  tlieroebackandfidlowd«erareibundonthendc« 
of  die  mountains)  and  the  wild  boar  is  conamoa  among  the  woods. 
Wolves  are  very  numerous  on  these  mountains,  and  are  sometimes  ao 
fierce,  as  to  attack  honea  or  mules,  while  the  riders  are  on  their  backs, 
but  they  are  alarmed  at  fire-arms ;  and,  as  I  liave  before  remarked,  a 
peasant  never  goes  from  home  without  carrying  a  {^un. 

About  a  league  soutli-east  from  the  city,  is  the  highest  of  the 
mouutaiiis,  which  is  called  Cresta  dc  Gallo  (the  cock's  comb)  which 
has  a  very  singular  appearance,  and  is  frequently  the  first  land  seen 
by  navigators  on  approaching  Cadiz  :  it  consists  of  two  ridges, 
parallel  to  each  other,  and  jmned  at  the  bottom  ;  one  is  quite  red,  and 
though  it  is  rather  the  highest,  the  snow  never  Ues  on  it ;  the  other 
ia  white,  and  its  top  is  always  covered  mth  snow,  so  that  when  in 
summer  it  is  scarce  in  other  parts,  a  neverw&iling  supply  may  be 
obtained  from  It.  No  trees  grow  on  the  white  ri%^  eoteq»t  oak  «r 
cork,  and  on  die  red  ridge  none  but  pines.  The  former  contains  inm 
ore  in  great  abundance,,  and  the  latter  almost  every  nnneral  except 
iron.  The  waters  which  issue  from  the  white  lidge  are  chalybeate, 
or  vitriolic:  and  those  from  the  red,  sulphureous  or  alkaline. 

A  mine  <^  black  lead  (moli/bdena)  in  these  mountuns  was  frr» 
merly  woriied,  but  widun  the  last  twenty  years  it  haa  hem  iotaUy 
neglected.  Tin  was  also  finmd  here,  but  the  menufaetory  ibr  tinning 
iron  plates  having  been  so  ill  conducted  as  to  nudce  the  plates  cost  mow 
tlian  those  brought  from  Ii,ngland,  both  the  mine  and  the  manufretory 
have  been  s\iffered  to  decay.  The  great  quantity  of  iron  ore  in  these 
mountains,  where  it  ia  found  in  small  balls,  not  much  larger  than 
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•ho^  the  fthatf  of  exeeHent  fad,  and  the  red  eartfi  of  the  aoil, 
whlch>  by  ite  lenataDce  to  fire,  makee  very  good  fiunaoes,  haVe 
induced  aevenl  attempts  to  estabfish  iron  ftahderies,  but  none  of  diem 
have  hitherto  succeeded,  and  the  projectors  have  densted  after  con- 
siderable losses.  One  nobleman,  the  Count  de  Pilar  (father  to  that 
gentleman  I  mut  ou  Cliristmas-day  ut  Chichiria),  expended  on 
one  of  these  founderies  nearly  seventy  thousand  pounds,  and  was 
at  last  forced  to  abandon  an  undertaking  by  which  he  was  almoet 
reduced  to  ruin. 

The  most  abundant  of  all  the  mineral  productions  in  these 
mouptains  is  the  amianthus,  or  asbestos,  firom  which  the  fossil  cloth 
was  made  by  the  ancients,  which,  as  it  resisted  the  powrar  d  fire^ 
was  used  to  envelope  the  bodies  of  distingviBhed  penonsy  and  preserve 
their  ashes  entire.  Pliny  describes  it  mveirfu  rarum  t€»iu  d^leW^ 
mm,  and  sayt  be  haa  seen  M^plans  of  it,  whidi,  beiiig  taksn  fian 
taUe  aftor  a  ftost,,wefe  thrown  into  the  fire,  and  were  better  soonrsd 
by  burning,  than  those  made  of  other  suhstanosa  wne  by  washing. 
And  it  is  refated  of  the  Smperar  Charles  the  Fifth,  that  he  had  a 
oomph^  service  of  linen  made  frem  this  stdistaooe,  and  supzisedthe 
ladies  of  his  ooort  who  were  iniaeqiiainled  with  its  peenlier  property, 
by  ordering  them  all  to  he  thrown  into  the  fire  by  way  of  cleaning 
them.  The  amianthus  is  so  very  abnndant,  Aat  I  have  been  assured 
there  are  large  rocks  entirc'lv  composed  of  it  in  these  mountains  ;  it 
is,  however,  a  maUer  mure  of  curiosity  than  of  benefit,  and  if  the  art 
of  spinning  it  be  now  lost,  it  is  only  because  it  is  an  art  not  worth 
retaining.   Several  attempts  to  convert  it  into  doth  were  nude  in 
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Hatf,  aibonC  an  Kandred  ycur^  :Lgo,  and  with  tieh  maoaem,  ibit  GSmi-* 
pini,  in  a  pamphlet  puUbhed  m  Borne  in  1099,  dewibw  die  pioocee 

for  makine^  both  cloth  and  paper  of  it  IVperof  an  inoonibaBtible  snb- 

stance  is  certainly  a  desidcnitum;  hut  unless  an  iuk  could  be  discovLi  td 
equallv  (jiaahle,  it  nmhiIJ  piuve  of  little  service.  The  8j>ecimens  I 
hffse  met  nith  Iti  i\m  place  arc  sort  and  fiexible,  aud  the  fibres  frum 
three  to  five  inclies  in  length.  When  it  is  burnt,  it  does  not  appear 
te  dKminiBk  hi  balk,  but  it  leees  put  of  its  weight  eveiy  time  that  it  u 
set  on  fire. 

Mines  of  lead  ^plumbago)  were  formerly  irofked  about  half  a 
kflgne  igom  tkus  city,  and  also  a  mine'of  mlver,  yghkh. »  amA  to  have 
heea  opmed  hy  ^  nioemMaiui :  iheae  mkiee,  however,  like  IImmo  of 
koD,  tin,  and  bladE  lead,  are  iMw  totally  nq^ected» 

Am/mg  die  vaiSooa  diioga  which  hHve  aUracled  n^atlenlioB  in 
Spam,  none  have  exeited  so  much  adBUfaison  a»  tibe  ttjagalar  astaation 
of  thie  cityy  the  rirer  Ouadiafo  whidi  ^neifciee  it,  and  the  bnd|ge8 
which  connect  it  widt  its  snhorhs;  It  IS  pisced  on  a  Todc,  wtdi  chfla, 
either  perpendicular  and  abrupt  towaids  Ae  river,  or  trith  broken 
craggs,  whose  jutting  prominences,  having  a  little  soil,  fiavc  been 
plaiited  with  orange  and  fig  trees.  A  fissiu^  in  this  rock,  of  great 
depth,  snrrounds  the  city  on  three  sides,  and  at  the  bottom  of  the 
fissore  the  river  rushes  along  with  impetuous  rapidity.  Two  bridges 
are  oonstmcted  over  the  fissure ;  the  first  is  a  single  arch,  resting  on 
the  rocks  on  the  two  sides,  the  height  of  which  fitim  the  water  is  one 
hundred  and  twen^  feet  Hie  river  descends  from  this  to  the  second 
bridge,  tMst  the  rocks  on  each  side  as  fafodlj  increase  in  height; 
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iOlfaifcMllMMeiMidbii^etAtlieMir^  tlMMisdiaitfainMbine 
bc^t  of  two  1iii]idk«d  and  tigtof Thelugliwk  toiraruil^D, 
llMGinlik  m  SenUs,  or  MoBiiiMBit  iie«ri;rtNickMi  Bridge,  if  they 
nore  phoed  on  the  water,  might  atand  under  4iis  stupendoua  arch, 

without  their  tops  reaching  to  it 

l%e  mode  of  constructing  this  bridge  is  no  less  surprising  tlian  the 
Mtuation  in  which  it  is  placed,  and  Its  extraordinary  elevation;  it  is 
a  aingie  arch  of  one  hnTitlretl  nnd  ten  feet  in  diameter  ;  it  is  supported 
hy  aolid  piliars  of  masonry,  built  from  the  bottom  of  the  river,  about 
iAwn  ftefc  in  lliicknen,  which  are  fixed  into  tlie  solid  rock  on  both 
aides,  and  on  which  the  end»  o#  the  arch  reM ;  oAer  pillars  aie 
Innk  to  Mfpoct  ibmm  priodpol  onea^  wkieh  are  conneeted  with  them 
^odior  aaudl  an^ei.  Bnt  as  k  is  difflenlt  to  dcMcibo  andk  an 
edifaa,  I  ieamA  wfar  to  tho^heteh  I  hairo  Made  of  it 

A  Iridge  was  hwlt  on  this  spot  in  1735,  bnt  Hie  kej-slono  not 
Wiving  boon  properly  saeared,  itfcil-down  in  17*41,  by  whidi  fifty  per- 
aono  wwo  kiUed.  The  present  bridge  was  fidshod  in  1774,  by  Don 
Jeaiph  llBitin  Aldehoela,  n  cdebraled  architect  of  Mahiga ;  and 
appears  so  well  constmoled  as  to  bid  dttoce  almost  to  time  itself  : 
k  seems  an  erection 

Quod  non  iniber  edax  i  non  aquilo  ioipotens 
PoMit  diruere,  aut  innumerabilb 
AniHWatii  series  et  fiiga  teiupomm. 

It  is  imjwissihlc  to  coiivc  v  an  atlecjuate  idea  oi  it :  from  below  ii  ap- 
pears suspended  in  the  air ;  and  when  upon  the  bridge,  the  river  be- 
neath appcar»  uo  longer  a  mighty  tocxent,  but  resembles  a  rippling 
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bioolt.  IVhen  iteiMlii^  on  the  bri^,  die  opticBl  ddndoii  le  yttf 
Mdgttlv;  the  toRent  dF  water  appeats  to  nm  vp  a  UlltowardBdife 
hnAgSf  andlr-the  Hune  phanomoiQii  takes  plaoe  yAuia  viewed  ia  aidieE 

m 

diiectSom. 

One  of  the  streets  of  the  aty  ia  built  almost  dose  to  the  ed^ 

of  the  precipice,  and  sturs  arc  hewn  out  of  the  solid  rock,  which 
lead  to  iiooke  in  the  lower  prtci  pices,  iti  wliich,  thou£!:h  there  is  very 
little  soil,  gardens  have  been  formed,  where  fig  nnd  orange  trees 
grow  with  considerahle  luxuriance,  and  xjreatlv  contribute  to  the 
beauty  of  the  scenery.  From  the  sliuaiion  ot  Honda  on  tlie  top  of  a 
rock,  water  is  scarce,  and  stairs  ore  constructed  dowu  to  tiie  river, 
by  which  means  the  inhabitants  are  supplied.  We  descended  by  ooe 
flight  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  steps,  and  at  the  bottom  fonnd  a 
fine  spring,  in  a  large  cave,  .which,  after  taming  a  mill  at  its  sonioe, 
contffibatee  to  Increase  the  waters  of  the  Gvadiank  Ftoai  thia  spot, 
oar  view  the  lof^  bridge  was  most  s^kijig  and  itnprcasive,  voA 
the  honaes  and  churdiee  of  the  city,  iinp«n£i^  over  odr  heads  on  both 
banks,  had  a  most  saUime  effect  B^ond  the  bridge,  the  liver-tekes 
a  torn  to  the  right,  and  passes  under  the  Ahmqrda,  fimn  which,  dio 
precipice  of  five  hundred  feet  is  very  bold  and  abrttpt,.dxnigh  inier^ 
wgiawe\  with  jutting  prominences,  covered  vrith  shmbs  and  trees. 
Hie  Abuneyda  of  thu  city  is  by  fiir  the  most  beautilul  public  walk 
I  have  seen  in  Spain* :  the  paths  ^  paved  with  marble  ;  the  parterres 
,  are  filled  with  evcr-grccns  ;  and  over  the  paths,  vines  arc  tranied 
trelisses,  which,  to  the  warmc-si  %  cather,  aSord  a  grateful  sliade. 

Soon  after  the  Guadiaro  quits  the  rocks  of  Rouda,  it  receives  the 
tributary  streams  of  the  Guadalevi,  the  Culebras,  and  the  Aleobaoeo, 
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'and  pMset  dv<er  'dw  pliin  widi'  iSboM  inenaae  of  iVBtier«  itUl,  at  one 
laigiie  ifistut^  it  Is  prwiptatMl  ov«r  tome  lolly  rocks*  nnkiiig  a 
oaicade  bf  striking  bdMi^»  Imd  is  at  louglli  raoeived  isto  a  cavefo, 
whers  it  is  kst  to  die  ngbt.  •  Tbe  entniice  to  the  cavem*  which 
is  (telled '  Coeva  'del  Gato,  is  very  lofty  $  and  I  was  infbnned  by 
diose  who  had  explored  it,  that  after  advandng  about  a  mile,  it 
extends  itself  into  a  large  lake,  on  the  banks  of  which  are  rains 
of  an  ancient  oilifice  :  that  beyond  the  lake,  which  Is  of  unfuthomuble 
depth,  the  passage  made  by  the  water  Is  too  small  to  admit  of 
farther  diseoverv ;  and  that,  sometimes,  the  diliicuitv  of  dischariruiir 
all  the  water  by  tins  aperture,  causes  the  lake  to  rise  almost  to  the 
roof.  The  termination  of  this  cave  is  about  four  miles  from  its 
commeDoemeat,  where  the  Guadiaro  again  becomes  visible,  and 
coatiniies  its  couxse  by  Algaudn,  till  it  enters  the  Meditena- 
nean  sea. 

One  of  the  curiodtMS  of  Ronda,  is  a  singular  repository  for  water 
under  the  Dominican  convent :  it  oonsists  <^  a  large  cavern,  nearly 
on  a  levd  with  the  river,  whidi  was  supplied  with  water  by  means 
of  an  aqneduct,  which  formerly  passed  over  die  old  brid^ :  when  this 
dty  was  bcaiqped  by  tbe  Oiristians^  and  no  access  could  be  had  to 
the  nver,  it  is  said  diat  die  Moon  employed  their  CSiristtan  captives  . 
'  in  bringing  the  watet  in  d^ins  from  due  reservoir,  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  inhabitants :  it  is  desdbldcd  by  means  of  about  three 
hundred  and  fifty  steps ;  and  on  tin  walk  afe  shewn  marks  of  dw 
cross,  which  the  pious  captives  are  said  to  have  worn  with  their 
fingers  lu  passing  up  and  down  during  tlieir  laborious  occupation. 
The  cavern  is  iioUowetl  into  spacious  saloons,  the  roofs  of  which 
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■rtt  fiwoMl  into  damem  of  pzodigioM  Ii^^^  Samaij  ihm 
whole  WM  filled  with  water,  but  dieve  having  been  m  mtmuitf 
of  kte  ytan  to  haw  feeoane  to  din  awAod  of  supplying  A«t 
naccMMy  article^  the  GAvenu  are  nei^ectBd,  and  are  going  so  Art  to 
decay,  ihat  in  a  few  yean  diay  will  be  filled  witfi  tins  rdibiflh  iHuoh 
falls  from  the  roofs. 


N 
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LETTfiR  XLUL 

©JMERVATlONfc  ON  THE  FtRSONS,  DRESS,  AMJ  MANNERS.  OF  THE  SPAKISH 
PEASANTRY  THJiiR  C£N£aOi>I  U'  CONTHAUANmSTS. 

Thb  inhalntants  of  BooAa  hvn  pecidtanties  oommoB  to  lliem-' 
Belvcs  and      other  people  in  llie  moniitunoiit$8triete,4i]id  obviously 

diflRH"  from  the  people  on  tlie  plains.  Tlie  dresa  both  of  the  males 
and  females  varies  as  well  in  the  colour  and  shape  of  the  garments  as 
in  the  materials  of  whic  h  they  arc  corn  jui^cd  ,  nnd  is  peculiarly  calcu- 
lated for  cold  weather.  Their  counteti  iuccs,  as  I  have  before  noticed, 
are  very  expressive,  and,  in  tny  judgrocBt,  superior  to  those  of  any 
race  of  people  I  have  seen.  The  men  are  remafkably  well  formod, 
robust,  and  active^  with  a  flexibiljty  of  well-turned  limbs,  which, 
doubdess,  cootributea  to  lhat  agility  for  wltioh  diey  axe  cdebrated: 
Irat  llie  fenialea  ib  general  are  «f  ebort  atatuie,  and  <he  eiunbmouie 
"dieaa  which  iSt»j  wear  ao  oonoeflib  the  fignre,  Aat  It  is  difficult  to 
detenune  whedier  they  ate  weU  or  iU  formed ;  but  there  is  an  ex- 
preaaioB  of  soinbility  in  their  eoantenances,  and  a  pecufiar  grace  In 
'all  dinr  movements,  vbiidi  is  extremdy  'fiudnating.  In  walking 
flici  atreets  the  wfMnen  wear  veils,  to  «over  tfa^  heeds,  as  n  aubsti- 
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inte  for  caps  and  hats,  nather  of  wfaieh  aie  worn.  These  vdk  aie 
iieqaently  made  of  a  pnk  or  pale  Une  fluiiifil,and»  witb  a  pettiooat  of 
liladc  staff,  form  their  principal  diess.  l%o  men  wear  no  hait{ 

hat,  instead  of  them,  what  are  called  montero  caps,  made  of  black 
velvet  or  silk,  abuiidantly  adorned  with  tassels  and  liiiigej  uud  a 
short  jacket,  with  ejold  or  silver  buttons,  and  sometimes  ornamented 
with  cimIm  nidcry,  is  worn  just  sufiBcifUtiy  open  to  display  a  very 
highly-frnlslied  waistcoat  ;  they  wear  leather  or  velvet  breeches, 
with  gaiters ;  so  that  the  whole  of  the  figure,  which  ia  generally 
extremely  good,  is  distinetly  seen. 

Having  observed  mnch  of  the  manners  and  character  of  the  Spa- 
nish peasantry,  more  especially  within  the  last  fourteen  days^  I  feel  I 
should  not  he  doing  them  jnstioe  were  I  to  abstain  fiom  iqpeakiiig  of 
ihem  aooofding  to  my  impreaeiona.  I  have  given  some  aooomit  of 
th«r  figores  and  eoantenanoes,  and  though  boih  aie  good,  I  do  not 
ditnk  them  equal  to  thor  dispontions.  There  is  a  ctvilify  to 
itrangers,  and  an  easy  style  of  bdiavioar,  Ikmllitr  to  dna  ekaa  of 
Spanish  sooe^,  whi^  b  very  remote  from  die  duirfish  and  awk- 
ward manners  of  die  English  and  Gemian  peaaantxy.  Their  aobiiety 
and  endurance  <^  fiitigne  are  very  remaikaUe;  and  there  ia  a  con* 
stant  cheerfulness  in  their  demeanour,  whidl  scron^y  prepossesses  a 
stranger  in  their  favour.  This  cheerfulness  is  displayed  i»  singing 
either  aotient  ballads,  or  songs  which  they  compose  as  they  sing,  witii 
all  the  facility  of  the  Italian  impi  ovlsatori.  One  of  their  son^  vary- 
ing in  words,  according  to  tht  skill  of  the  singer,  has  a  Leruiiuation 
to  certain  veraes,  which  says,  **  that  as  Ferdinand  has  no  wife,  he 
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ikaU  muij^Kinif  «f  Si^kiid'sdaiig^xler.''  Some  of  diMe  aoogs 
fdate  to  war  or  diifaby,.  and  many  to  gnUnafiy  and  krra :  die  lat- 
ter not  alwap  eacpreaaed  m  die  moat  decoroiu  langaageyaecoidiog  to 
cmrkleaa.. 

The  agility  of  the  S{ianianb  In  kapSag,  dunbm^,  and  walking, 
baa  been  a  constant  subject  of  admiiutioD  to  our  party.  We  .bave 
frequently  knowb  a  pnan  on  fbot  start  tnm  a  town  mtii  tu,  who 

were  well  mounted,  and  continue  his  Journey  with  such  rapidity  as 
to  reach  the  end  of  the  stage  before  U3,  and  announce  our  arrival 
with  oflBcious  civility.  A  b<;rva[it  likewise,  whom  we  hired  at 
Malacja,  has  kept  pace  with  us  on  foot  ever  since ;  and  though  not 
tnorc  than  seventeen  years  of  he  seems  incapable  of  being 

frtigucd  by  walking.  I  have  heard  the  agiHty  of  the  Spanish  pea- 
sants, and  their  power  <^  enduring  fatigue,  attributed  to  a  custom^ 
whidif  though  it  may  probably  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  caiiae» 
deserves  noticing  from  its  singularity.  A  'yoong  peasant  never  sleeps 
on  a  bed  till  he  Is  mairied ;  belare  that  event  he  tests  on  the  floor  in 
his  dondis,  which  he  never  takes  off  but  for  puTposes  of  deanli-, 
ncss :  and  ddring  the  greater  part  of  die  year  it  Is  a  matter  of  indif- 
laienoe  whether  he  sleep  under  4  roof  or  in  tho  open  air.  ' 

I  have  vemaiked  that  though  the  Spaniards  rise  very  early,  th^ 
genenUy  ke^  1^  hooia,  and  seem  most  livdy  gnd  alert  at  mid* 
night :  dila  may  he  attribnted  to  die  heat  of  the  weather  during  the 
day,  as^  to  the  custom  of  sleeping  after  Aeir  meal  st  noon,  which 
is  so  genera],  that  the  towns  and  villages  appear  quite  deserted  from 
one  till  ktm  o'clock.  The  labours  of  the  artibcer,  and  the  attention  of 
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the  Bhopkccpor,  tte  suspended  daring  those  faoon )  andthedoon  end 
mdoWB  of  Ihe  latter  are  as  dosely  shut  as  at  night,  or  on  a  holiday; ' 

Though  die  Spamsh  peasantry  treat  every  man  they  meet  widi 
politeness,  they  expect  an  equal  leturn  of  avility ;  and  to  pass  diem 
without  the  lisosl  eicpressioiBy  "  Vaja  asfeed  con  Dios/^  or  sslating 
them  without  bestowing  on  them  the  title  of  Oibakros,  wonld  be 
risking*  an  insiilt  from  neople  who,  though  civil  -and  even  polite,  are 
not  a  little  jeuJous  oi  their  claims  to  reciprocal  attentions.  I  have 
been  nilonned,  that  most  of  the  domestic  virtues  are  stronglv  telt, 
and  practised,  by  the  peasantry  ;  and  that  a  degree  of  parental^ 
fihal,  aud  fraternal  affection  h  ohMrved  among  them,  whieh  is  ex- 
ceeded in  no-  other  country.  I  have  already  said  sufficient  of  their 
Beligion ;  it  is  a  subject  on  which  they  feel  the  greatest  pride.  To 
euspeet  them  of  heresy,  or  of  being  desoeoded  ftum  a  Moor  or  a  Jewj 
would  ha  the  most  unpmdonable  of  all  offences;  hut  their  laaity 
wiHi  respect  to  mstrimonisl  fidelity,  it  must  he  acknowledged,  is  a 
staxn  upon  their  chamcter  ;  which,  thou^  common,  appeam  wholly 
-inrccuBcjieable  with  the  general  morality  of  the  Spanish  character, 
^ey  are  usmdly  finr  atid  honourable  in  their  dealing^;  and  U 
foreigner  is  less  subject  to  tmpoMiion  in  Spsin  than  in  any  oihaf 
country  I  have  visited. 

Their  generosity  is  great,  as  for  as  their  means  extend  ;  and  many 
of  our  couiitrA,  inen  have  experienced  it  in  rather  a  sin«';tilar  way.  I  have 
hctMi  told  (hat,  after  the  RevoKitlon,  when  Ent^^li.dinien  first  beg<in 
to  travel  in  <l\c  Peninsula,  many  who  liad  remained  a  few  days  at  an 
ion,,  on  asking  for  th«4r  btii,  at  their  departure,  kariit,  to  their  great 
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surpnse,  thai  some  of  the  inhabitants,  with  friandly  qI 
had  paid  tbeir  reekowng,  and  liarbiddea  the  hoct  to  oMBnumiote  to 
hM  guavte  4ibe  penooft  to  vvboae  dvility  thty 'vera  indebtod.  I  fcoew 
one  party  myaelf  to  whom  <hia  oceumd  at  Malaga :  they  wen  hurt 
at  tha  Gifcamatance,  and  atrenuoualy  ugad  the  hdat  to  take  fdie 
mnonnt  of  their  bill,  and  give  it  to  din  person  who  bad  diacha^gad 
it;  but  he  naohitety  lefbtad,  and  pfotasted  be  ivaa  igoonuit  of  thoae 
who  paid,  thia  oompUment  to  Bn^isbmen.  It  waa  oonaiiiop*  if  ovr 
eDantrymtn  went  to  a  oofiea-hooae,  or  an  ieevhonse,  to  discover,  wbflik 
they  rose  to  depart,  that  their  refreshment  had  been  paid  for  hf 
sqme  one  u  ho  had  disappeared,  and  with  whom  they  liad  not  evcu 
exchanged  a  vvurd.  1  am  aware  tliat  these  circumstances  may  he  at- 
*rthute<l  to  tlm  uaria  IlLliiiirs  towards  our  country,  whicli  were  then 
exciu'd  by  universal  entliuhuism  ;  but  they  ai*e,  nevcrtlitiWas,  the 
ofi'spring  of  miudK  naturally  gt^uerous  and  ooble. 

I  should  be  glad  if  I  could,  with  justice,  give  as  &voarabile  a  pio- 
tare  of  the  higher  orders  of  society  in  this  country  ;  but,  perhapa, 
when  we  ooDsider  their  wretched  education,  and  their  early  hibila  of 
indolcnee  and  dissipaitieii,  we  oi^gbt  not  to*  wnnder  at  the  atoto  nf 
contempt  and  dcgnKlati<Mi  to  which  they  an  now  xednoed^  I  am  not 
apcaluag  the  language  of  pifigndie^  hotthr-nrih  of  theobeearotiona  I 
have  fluule,  in  wfaiah  eveiy  aeaunto  obaenrar  amoi^  ow  oanirfryniea 
haa  ooooimed  widt  me  m  saying,  that  die  figoMa  and  the  aonste* 
Banees  of  the  higher  eidaia  are  aa  «mah  ioftrior  to  thoaa  of  the  pea* 
aairts,  as  dieir  moral  qualities  ar^  in  the  view  I  have  given  of  them. 

The  mountains  in  this  n^hbourhooU  are  filled  with  bands  of 
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contrabandists,  tvho  convey  tobtcoo  and  other  goods  firam  Qifagaltar 
to  the  interior  of  the  country  :  they  are  an  athletic  race  of  vaeOf  with 
ell  die  baidinww  end  apiiit  of  entoipme  which  their  dengeroae  oecn- 
pation  leqiunB.  They  leeide  in  the  towoe  which  are  aitnated  in 
the  tnoet  monntainoiis  part*  of  the  coontiy,  and  are  well  acqmdnted 
indi  all  die  paaMft  and  hiding  plaoea.  They  aie  escdlent  markemen, 
and  though  the  hahit  of  their  liYea  has  rendered  them  disobedient  to 
the  levenve  laws,  yet  they  are  modi  attadied  to  thdr  native  lend, 
and  might  with  a  Iftde  menayntent  be  rendered  veiy.  fimmdafale 
to  its  invaders. 

After  this  digreMion  from  the  city  of  Ronda  to  the  inhabitants 
ot  the  vicinity,  and  from  them  to  the  Spani&h  peasantry  in  gi-iierdl, 
I  return  to  finish  my  description  of  the  place,  winch  may  he  done  in 
a  few  words.  It  looks  heautifuUy  at  a  distance,  but  is  as  disgusting 
as  most  other  Spanish  towns  upon  a  nearer  inspection.  It  contains 
five  convents,  with  splendid  churches,  and  three  paroquias,  or  parish 
churches,  an  antient  Moorish  castle,  and  abundance  of  Roman 
antiqmties.  The  air  is  esteemed  remarkably  aalnbrioos,  and  the 
kngevity  of  the  inhabitants  has  given  rise  to  a  provaiby  which  says, 
"  in  Bonds  a  man  of  e^^i^  is  bnt  a  boy/' 

As  die  inhalntants  d^iend  afanost  whoUy  on  the  prodnctions  of 
die  froitfal  fields  and  gprdens  whidi  snmmnd  diem,  jth^  hnve  Bttfe 
ooeanen  fx  eomineroe.  Hum  sni^us  ftnk  is  sent  to  Cadax  and 
■  Sevillei  and  at  fweaent  to  Gibcaltar,  where  it  is  ejtchanged  for  the 
few  oomnKMfitiee  winch  die  luaEonoos  require  irom  other  countries. 
Theie  are  inana&ctew  which  supply  the  city  and  district  widk 
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■erges,  Imum,  flaiinda»  kather^  and  hats;  Imt  none  of  these  artacies 
are  «eiit  beyond  ibe  neighbotiring  towns;  and,  indeed,  diey  are 
scarcely  soffieient  to  supply  them^  w&lunt  some  addhioDS  from  the 

merointile  cities. 

Ill  the  time  of  tlie  Rojiian  govemmeat  ill  Spain  this  was  a 
inanicipa]  town,  named  Aruuda,  as  appears  from  inscriptions  upon 
several  monuments  whlcli  have  been  preserved,  as  \\ell  as  frotu  the 
coins  which  were  collected  in  the  cabinet  of  Count  Aguilar,  the  first 
irictim  of  revolutionary  fury  in  Seville. 
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■ 

ptimncxH  cmvBtrr  at  xonoa  —  smcuuut  snvAnon  or  zaraba^ 

AL6AUCIM—  VIIIT  TO  TBB  CORKBOIOOR  CHEERFUL  XVSMINO  —  OITAR* 

TVRX  ntOM  ALCAVail-"  ARRIVAL  AT  ST.  ROOUB. 

* 

ST.  ROaU£,  JAN.  1810. 

Before  we  left  Ronda,  we  visited  the  church  of  the 
Dominican  convent,  to  tee  aome  |Muntiiigs  in  fi«soo  of  Aloneo 
Vaaqiies,  r  native  of  that  dty,  who,  about  the  year  1596,  obtained 
oonsidembie  celebrity  among  his  oontemponiiea.  Some  of  his  JMO- 
turea  aie  pfeserved  in  the  cathedral  of  Seville,  and  in  the  eoUections 
of  the  amateurs  of  that  <Atf*  Tb»  puntings  in  the  clittrcb  of  the 
Dominicans  are  not  in  good  preservation,  nor  do  they,  in  my  judg- 
ment, justify  his  high  reputati<m.  Those  in  the  cloisters  of  the 
Franciscan  convent  of  Seville  are  much  superior,  having  proba- 
bly been  executed  when  he  had  obtained  a  gicuci  proficiency  iu 
his  art.  In  the  cloister  of  this  convent  we  saw,  what  I  have 
frequently  observed,  but  not  mentioned  to  you  before,  the  words 
**  uqui  se  sacan  las  aiiimas,"  literally,  here  souls  are  drawn ;  import- 
ing that  masses  are  said  in  this  place  for  the  liberation  of  souls  from 
poigatoiy. 
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We  passed  the  first  hour  aod  an  half  alter  leaviug  Ruuda,  in 
wcending  the  bills  to  the  southward  of  the  city.    When  we  had 
gained  the  smninit,  the  view  was  extensive  and  deli^tfid,  atretehing 
to  the  westward  towards  Xeves  and  St  lAcar,  while  to  the  soadi  we 
behdd  GibnltBTy  aod  the  iKstkot  moantains  of  AfrioA.   Hie  rock  of 
Gibraltar,  from  the  eminence,  appeared  merely  a  molehill,  when 
compared  with  Apeo^-hill  on  &e  ooast  of  Afirica,  thon^  tbe  bftor 
was  five  or  dx  leagues  ferther  firom  ns.   From  this  devatioii,  o«r 
whole  jonnwj  to  AlgAina  w«ii  a  oondnnal  deabent,  which  oooqiied 
mne  hours.  The  road  nnts  along  the  ridge  of  hills,  i«bieh.gndi»]ly 
become  lower,  with  spacious  and  fertile  vaUies  on  both  sides.  These 
hills,  to  the  tops,  are  covered  with  vines,  which  are  not  iimch 
attended  to  by  their  proprietors.    Very  Uttlc  wine  is  made  in  this 
district,  though  the  vineyards  are  extensive,  as  their  produce  is 
generally  appropriated  to  making  vinegar  or  brandy. 

We  observed  several  towns  in  the  most  romantic  sittiati9n?j  w  hich 
appeared  to  be  almost  inaccessible,  more  espedally  one  upon  oar  right, 
the  singularity  of  which,  and  the  difficulty  of  reaching  it,  sttrpaaaed 
all  the  others ;  we  passed  on  its  eastern  side,  and  some  passengers 
infimned  ns,  that  Ihfi  only  path  to  it  was  in  the  i^ipoeite  directipA,  and 
was  acoeaeible  only  to  asses  and  mules.  This  to«ni  was  built  by 
the  Moots,  and  is  called  Zahanu  The  streets  and  houses  are  scooped 
out  of  the  solid  nndi,  aikl  the  descent  down  ilm  predpioea  at  ^  backs 
of  tike  babitatioiis,  whidi  are  dose  to  its  edgo;  mast  be^  on  the  ddes 
fimtn  whidi  we  inewed  it,  at  least  twelvfe  hundred  feet   Hie  other 
towns,  which  are  placed  in  positions  of  similar  strength,  are  numerous, 
and  imprint  on  tlie  face  of  the  country  tlie  strong  marks  of  that 
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feiida]Sam«  whiehy  im  ages,  gave  a  chancier  to  Spatn»  die  tnoet  of 
which  ere  stOl  vmbk  iii  the  habits  of  the  peopk,  and  will  |nd)abty 
become  inddibl  j  imprinted  hj  the  intile  attempt*  of  Fnmoe  to  edbdne 
ilus  ooantry  to  its  yoke. 

At  Algauciiiy  thoo^  the  second  city  in  the  Siena  de  Ronda,  and 
peopled  by  ten  thousand  inhabiteuts,  the  only  posada  was  most 
miserably  dirty,  and  destitute  of  eveiv  the  homely  bedding  to  which 
we  liave  lately  been  accustomed  :  wo  applied,  therefore,  to  the  corre- 
gidor,  who  sent  for  the  alcalde,  and  diredtid  him  to  order  the  altrvrazil 
to  furnish      with  the  tliree  best  beds  in  the  vicinity  of  our  wretched 
hotel.    It  was  easy  to  see,  by  the  manner  of  this  magistrate,  that 
the  request  was  not  unusual,  and  his  orders  were  arranged  with  the 
ntinoet  dispatch  ;  hut  lieing  at  the  hoose  of  this  officer,,  either  hiik 
pditeneas  or  his  loquacity  detained  us  by  a  long  political  convenadon; 
whidi,  if  it  did  not  discover  enlaiged  ideas,  was  yet  not  destitute  of 
patriodsm.   His  views  and  eoavenadon  were  confined  meidy  to  the 
expulsion  of  the  Fkendi  from  his  own  province,  for  it  seemed  to  be 
the  feeling  of  his  mind,  that  die  Andahinans  alone  ought  to  defend 
Andahisia,  the  Valencians,  Valencia,  and  the  Catalans,  Catalonia ; 
but  that  Spain,  as  one  kingdom  having  u  comLnon  interest,  should  be 
so  organized  as  to  draw  all  exertions  to  a  coinmou  centre,  and  by  a 
union  of  cilorts  concentrate  its  force,  and  hberate  itself  from  the 
evils  that  assail  it,  never  seemed  to  have  entered  into  the  contcm- 
pladon  of  this  man.    The  narrow  views  of  this  individual  are,  1  am 
persuaded,  conformable  to  thoee  of  most  of  the  inhabitants ;  they  feel 
for  the  fate  of  thor  own  town  or  province,  but  not  for  the  fate  of 
Spain:  they  invent  pbns,  and  oigwise  iroopa, fer  the  pfotecdon  of 
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tlieir  immediate  dbtrict,  while  the  general  defence  of  the  country  is 
neglected.  We  were  on  very  friendly  tenns  with  this  magistrate, 
and  during  our  visit,  many  of  his  neighbours  paid  their  respects 
to  him,  and  joined  in  our  conversation  ;  while,  on  a  bed  on  the 
floor  of  the  aame  apartment,  his  daughter,  a  young  lady  of  about 
eighteen,  who  was  sick,  related  all  her  ftjmptooia  to  w  widl  M  nmdl 
freedom  as  if  we  had  heen  her  physicians. 

Algamcin  b  finely  attnated  m  the  ridge  of  m  hill,  wliMioe  «  beni-» 
iSlol  glacis,  termiiHitbg  in  die  viUeys  on  ntbersid^  is  oovered  widi 
friuts,  ybxeyuda,  mod  com  fidds.  On  the  pimnde  <tf  a  rack  tbom 
die  town,  en  andent  for^  of  Mooridi  coostrnction,  prodnees  a 
stnking  appesianoe ;  whUe  thfe  river  Ghndiuo  in  die  valley  beneath, 
eompletM  the  beauty  of  die  scene.  In  this  place  dioe  are  some 
mineral  springs,  which  are  administered  for  the  cure  of  various 
diseiises :  one  in  particular  has  the  property  of  rendering  the  use 
of  soap  unnecessary  in  the  operation  of  washing. 

I  was  nxuch  pleased  with  thp  frankness  and  simplicity,  and  I 
must  add  the  politeness  of  tlie  family  on  which  I  was  billeted.  After 
a  miserahle  meal,  when  I  retired  to  my  ^paiten,  they  were  all 
assembled,  and  received  me  in  the  kindest  manner  The  conversation 
natorally  tomed  on  £n^idunen,  of  whom  their  only  knowledge 
seemed  to  be  derived  fimm  such  of  their  neighboiin  as  had  visited 
Gibraltar.  *  The  females  exptesied  snxprise,  dkat  the  Bi^lisb,  who 
were  powetlul  enough  to  keep  diat  fiwtiess  in  defiance  of  Spain, 
had  not  been  able  to  conquer  France :  diey  were  nnacqiwnted  wSdl 
.  die  intdfigenoe  which  the  imngidw  poaeessed,  that  the  enemy  had 
entered  into  Andalmia,  and  dienfbfie  felt  the  luUsnt  confidenoe,  that 
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die  daked  powiiB  of  two  sudi  ooustries  w  England  and  Spain  must 

soon  8ucce«cl  in  exterminating  the  French.    It  wmild  have  been  cruel 

to  have  commuiiicutecl  nitonniitlon  coultl  only  Ikivc  embittered 

the  passing  momeutSj  and  have  been  of  no  use  in  prcveutnig  tiie  threat- 
ened calamities. 

Till  a  late  hour,  the  evening  was  spent  with  much  vivacity  and 
cheerfulness.  According  to  the  custom  of  the  country,  successive 
iriaiton  entered  and  departed  without  ceremony,  and  perhaps  the 
number  waa  increased  firom  curiosity  to  see  and  ooovene  with  an 
JSnglishnuui,  .Thfi  guitar  was  introduoedj  the  fandango  was  danced, 
palrialia  eifngs  wcic  aang  in  AiU  chorus,  and  innocent  hilarity  con* 
tiined  thvpiigfaoat  die  evemng.  Though  I  oonld  complain  of  nothing ' 
like  impertinflnce,  die  cmfioM^of  diefiunily  was  exceaaive;  my'port* 

my  anuff^boK, 

•eaby  iu^vi-eBaei  and  ewa  the  buttons  of  my  coat,  were  examined 
^ndi  minute  attention,  and  ezdted  no  anudl  degree  of  aurpriee;  bat 
die  camem  lucida  produced  crossings,  and  die  exdamaiioa  of  the 

English  are  the  very  devil."  According  to  the  custom  of  Spanish 
fanjilie':,  no  reireshment  but  water  was  presented,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  hut  after  their  evening  meal,  the  whole  stoi^k,  l)ot)i  of  liquor 
and  provisions,  was  exhausted,  ayd  the  supply  for  tlie  next  day  must 
depend  on  the  nearest  »liop  In  the  morning,  I  offered  money  for 
my  bed,  which  was  declined ;  and  I  perceived  tljiit  I  liad  <»;i\  en  tliem 
more  gratification  by  presenting  each  of  the  ladies  with  a  pruited 
card  of  my  address  in  London,  and  an  impression  of  my  seal  on  the 
back  of  it,  than  I  could  have  donq  by  any  pecuniary  present. 

At  a  more  early  hour  than.tb»  piotmcted  ei^oyinent  of  the  pre- 
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ceding  evenii^  made  desirable,  I  was  romed  by  ihe  guide,  with 
aasnianoea  that  it  waa  neoevaaiy.  instantly  to  dqiart,  and  that  for  a 
wty  cmioiw.  reason,,  because  it  poured  widi  rain.  On  finrdier 
explanation,  I  learnt  that  the  lain,  which  leUio  toirenti,  would  soon 
descend  fiom  the  mountains,  and  so  fiU  the  rivers,  aa'  to  nnke  the 
fords  inyasaable  j  and  there  being  neither  faridgee  nor  boeta,  we 
must  either  set  out  diiecflj,  or  wait  some  days  till-tlie  floods  ahoiild 
subside :  there  was  no  rensting  such  an  argument,  and  we  accord- 
ingly departed,  in  the  midst  of  the  most  tremendous  nun  1  ever 
encountered. 

We  descended  about  an  hour  and  an  half,  till  we  reached 
the  river  Xcnar,  uhlch  we  crossed  several  times,  and  in  some 
parts,  for  considerable  distances,  had  no  road  except  the  bed 
of  the  river,  as  the  perpendicular  rocks  on  both  sides  approached 
it  too  nearly  to  admit  of  a  path  by  the  side.  Wc  continued 
along  the  bed  of  the  Xenar,  till  we  reached  the  Guadiaro,  and 
then  had  to  cross  these  united  strnums,  the  dread  of  which 
pasai^  greatly  alarmed  our  guide  and  a  postman  who  had  joined 
Wf  fortunately,  the  lain.  had  not  yet  deaoended  from  the  moanp 
taina  with  all  its  fory;  but  the  torrent  was  snflieieDdy  deep 
and  rapid  to  ooeaaion  ns  siMne apprehension;  we  passed,  however, 
without  aoddtot,  and  felt  not  a  litde  pleased  to  know,  that  there 
waa  no  Im^pr  any  danger  of  detention.  After  six  faoun  riding*  in 
a  rain  which  I  have  never  seen  equalkd,  except  within  the  tropics, 
we  reached  a  misenble  gipsey  hut,  the  first  habitation  we  had  seen 
after  leaving  Algauciu,  where  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  procure 
some  brandy,  and  plenty  of  fuel,  a  luxury  by  no  means  common  in 
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duB  cooDtiyf  wlien  diaieiMl  is  need  fnr  calinary  piirpoaes,  and  a  fire 
is  genenlly  conaideicd  nimeceMazy. 

After  mting  tome  time,  the  stonn  abated,,  and  we  cootimwd  una 
joucney  over  a  barren  ooaotry,  till  we  reached  the  river  Hogargante, 
which  the  lain  had  increased  to  a  torrent,  very  difficnlt  to  pass, 
Ihongh  die  day  before  it  wae  nearly  dry :  here  we  foond  a  lerry 
bout,  hut  In  a  very  crazy  state,  which  could  contain  only  two  horses 
at  a  time,  and  the  r;ij)i(lity  of  the  current  occasioned  us  no  small 
alarm.  As  there  ueiL"  in  our  party  seven  horses,  the  op*  i:Uiou  of  pas- 
sing such  a  frn*;im  necessarily  occupied  a  consii]«  laljlc  jmrtion  of 
time,  and  the  rain  had  so  flooded  tlie  fields  ou  the  buuks  of  tiic  river, 
that  it  was  difficult  to  reach  the  road  oo  the  opposite  side.  Tlie 
nnuunder  of  our  journey  continued  over  die.  most  wretched  roads, 
thnmi^  code  woods,  and  very  litde  oon  or  pasture  hind,  till  we 
leacbed  St.  Roque,  where  we  are  now  enjoying,  thoag^b  in  a  Spanish 
poeada,  all  the  comforts  of  fire%  beds,  wann  rooms,  good  provisions, 
generooB  wme,  and  Bnglish  bocded  portsr. 

We  hAv«  thus  concloded  our  toor  diroogh  Granada  and  die  nionn* 
tains  of  Bonda.  It  has  not  been  unattended  with  fiitignes,  privations, 
and  even  dangers  ;  but  die  scenes  thnmgh  whidi  I  have  passed,  the 
charsurterof  the  people  I  have  seen,  and  especially  the  bold  features 
of  the  most  picturesque  country  in  Europe,  will  afford  recollec- 
tions which  I  shall  dwell  upon  with  pleasure  through  the  xemainder  of 
my  life. 

I  must  observe,  that  the  horses  we  hired  at  this  place,  have 
aocompliabed  their  jonm^  very  much  to  our  satisfaction,  and  tfaongh 
they  have  never  been  fobbed  down  or  canrieddnring  the  jowncy,  they 
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aie  now  in  ooieUeot  condition,  and  very  fitoah.  Hie  hire  of  these 
hones  has  formed  oar  principal  expence :  we  pud  two  doUare 

and  a  half  per  day  for  each  horse,  the  gpiide  paying  the  expence  of 
their  food,  which  could  not  be  great,  as  they  eat  only  barley  mixed 
with  broken  straw,  and  require  nothing  for  beds  but  the  stones  of  the 
caart  of  the  posada. 
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AnVANCE   OF  THE  FREKt  H  —  i.  FN  ERAL  CASTASOS  HIS  «UC  Cf:3S  INGRATI- 

TL  in:   OF  TIJE   JUNTA  TOWARDS   HIM          DESTRUCTION   OF   FORTS  NEAR 

GIBRALTAR.  *  - 

OIBRALTAR,  JAN.  iSlU. 

AjTBR  our  toor  among  die  nMnmtuiis,  I  have  ei^oyed  the 
hospitality  of  ihia  place  widi  double  idish,  and  shall  leave  with 
icgiet  many  indindnala  to  whose  kuad  attentSons  I  have  been  much 
indebted.    I  intended  to  have  sailed  yesterday  in  the  Invincible  for 

Cadiz  ;  but  a  peiHfect  calm,  attended  with  incessant  rain,  prevented 
her  from  getting  under  weigh,  and  the  wind  has  now  sprung  up  from 
the  westward,  with  every  appearance  of  continuance.  I  have  there- 
fore determined  to  go  on  horseback  to  Cadiz,  and  have  uo  doubt  I 
shall  reach  it  some  days  before  the  French  troops  will  be  near  enoo^ 
to  close  the  entrance  by  land. 

I  shall  not  detail  to  you  events  with  which  the  English  news- 
papeia  will  probably  be  filled;  the  dispeFsion  of  the  Spanish  armies, 
and  the  paaaage  of  llie  enemy  thnn^h  those  defika  in  the  Siena 
Motena,  to  which  die  inhabitants  of  Andalniwa  looked  with  as  mndli 
confidence  Ibr  seeurity,  aaour  oonntrymai  contemplate  the  seas  diat 
amround  oar  nadve  island.  Hie  CntfoUnnta,  neglecting  to  improve 
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4lMwe  mmm  id  defeatce  wHk  wUoh  tintave  had  piovufed  tibeoi  in  that 
idhnoat  inaooMaMe  nngo  «f  ntimiiinns,  were  eo  lulled  iato  eeciiri^, 
tliat  they  had  di^iialed  tfadr  beat  offioeiey  and  imprisoned ffadrmoat 
.TirtnooA  patriots;  and  beSng  laduced  to  the  laet  extremity  by  an 
iRuptioa  of  the  enemy,  wUch  waa  feceeeen  by  every  inlelligiiit  nan 
from  the  day  of  the  fatal  battle  of  Ocana,  they  have  sent  an  order 
to  Geiteral  Ca&tauos,  ouc  of  the  best  aud  most  successful^  but  the 
most  ill  treated  of  tlieir  commaiulcra,  to  repiiir  to  Seville  to  take  the 
•coujoihulI  ut  th(  ir  tiiinies,  aitd  a&sume  the  rank  ot  Captam  general 
of  the  four  kingdoms  of  Andaiusia.  This  respectable  officer,  obedient 
to  the  calls  of  the  distressed  citizeus,  disdaining  to  remember  the 
treatment  he  has  received  from  those  into  whoae  bands  the  power  of 
the  nation  has  anfortunately  £dJien,  and  anxioue  only  for  the  welfare 
«f  hie  counl;^)  ia  prepaied  to  depart,  and  to-morrow  will  leave  hb 
honm  at  Algeniae,  ott  his  way  to  Seville.  He  has  been  at  this  plaoa 
to  mahaanangenanta  with  Geoaial  Oampball  fffapaetii^  aappGei^ 
and  toreqiieat  aachaawatanoe  aa  the  gaBnaoo  can  affnad  hiio.  I  have 
iiiagn^rd  to  efieiid  tfaia  eventog  at  Ua  hoaaa,  pad  to  aacomjiaoy  lam 
«n  hia  way  as  far  as  oar  route  oootSanes  the  eome. 

Iha  cdebrity  of  thb  effioer  ciiitidea  him  to  more  than  a  caaoal 
Mice,'  aad  the  oondiict'  of  the  Junta  towaidn  him  wwdd  atanop 
indiJthiB  ^agiaoe  on  lliat  body^  even  if  their  other  iblliee,  and,  I 
fear,  in  some  instances,  their  treachery,  coidd  he  fofgo^tea.  Ga»> 
tinoR  was  commander  of  the  Spanish  army  before  Gibraltar  dur- 
ing the  last  wiir.  His  politeness,  his  re^>e(^  for  the  English  na- 
tion, aad  Ills  iiicudsliip  for  manv  individuals  witiiiu  this  garrison, 
created  a  degr<^  of  civility  between  the  two  hostile  armies,  which, 
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tfaon^  ibnnetly  oommon,  gave  snch  umbrage  to  flie  French  amba»^ 
mdor,  who  at, tint  tiine  ruled  die  oalnnet  of  Madrid,  that  fleeted 
oido*  were  tent  to  Gastanoe,  to  wdkt  no  kind  of  interooiine  bHween 
the  garriaon  and  1h»  oontineni  Theae  <»der»  Caatanoa  treated  with 
as  modi  attention  aa  was  necesBerj  to  screen  him  Irom  disgraoe,  bat 
still  adhered  to  ihat  line  of  conduct  whidi  had  bera  customary 
between  <^vSIiied  nations,  as  far  as  his  power,  and  the  jealous  feelings 
of  those  who  ruled  his  government,  would  allow. 

When  the  conduct  of  Buonaparte  roused  tlie  Spauisii  natuMi  ro 
oppose  his  mandates,  C'ai-tanos  was  among  the  first  to  fodter  the 
rising  spirit  of  the  people.  Uiuiuthariscd  hv  anv  superior  power,  aiid 
animated  solely  hy  the  patriotism  of  his  own  feelings,  he  opened  a 
negociatioo  with  Sir  Hew  Dalrymplc,  then  Governor  of  Gibraltar, 
secured  a  supply  of  troops  and  stores,  and  obtained  from  Lord 
CoUingwood  permission  to  dispatch  officers  by  the  Adriatic  sea^  to 
convey  inteUigenoe  of  the  posnng  events  to  the  Austrian  government. 
These  arrangements  were  settled  previously  to  the  first  Bsovements  ef 
insurrection  in  Seville  j  and  when  die  levolulion  waa  completed,  and 
the  newly  invested  government  in  that  ci^  sent  their  secretary  to 
ascertain  if  supplies  eould  be  furnished  from  Gibrahar,  they  leamt 
nith  surprise  and  pkasursi  that  the  patriode  General  had  antidpatod 
their  wishes,  and  had  mranged  mUh  the  British  commander  every 
preparation  and  assistance  which  thdr  sitmition  demanded.  This 
proofof  patriotism  was  too  unequivocal  to  leave  a  doubt  on  any  mind  ; 
and  Castanos,  by  the  voice  of  the  counti  v,  was  invested  with  the 
command  of  an  army  to  oppose  the  troops  of  France,  which,  under 
Dupont  and  \'edel,  were  hastening  by  forced  marches  to  occupy 
Seville,  aud  reduce  Cadi;t« 
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Ib8  dtisens,  who,  at  the-aamd  call  of  their  oonntiy,  cfowded  to  hU 
itandard,  and,  with  a  rapidity  and  vigour  which  has  not  nnoe  been 

displayed,  fought  and  captured  the  first  invading  army  of  this  formi- 
diilile  enemy.  So  long  as  heroism  ;uul  patriotism  bhiiU  contiiiu  '  U) 
attract  the  praises  of  mankind,  bo  loa^  as  hifitory  shall  transiuii  to- 
foturlty  the  brightest  triumphs  of  libcrtv,  so  long  will  the  field  of 
Baylen  and  the  fame  of  Castanos  be  admired  by  posterity.  This  is 
the  brightest  spot  in  the  records  of  Spanish  contests,  and  may  be 
dwelt  upon  with  pleasure  amid  the  dreary  scenes  that  surround  it. 
O  si  sic  omnia !  But  the  saoeeM,  though  not  the  merit,  of  Cairtanoey 
had  hevB  ito  tennination. 

Tlie  Central  Junta^  iiidiioed  bj  hia  popdanty,  ooiiferred  on 
llie  hero  of  Baylen  ^command  of  the  army  of  die  centre,  but 
baady  deceived  bun  vrith  aMuranoea  ci  placing  JSfiOO  nan  under 
lua  command;  when  he  readied  the  array  he  Ibnnd  scarody  26,000 
coHeetad,  and  those  were  without  atotea  or  provinona,  and  badly 
dotbed.  With  diia  insuffident  liiwoe,  he  bad  to  defend  a  line 
extending  from  INidela  to  Logro&o,  of  more  than  Bfkj  miles  in  length, 
and  to  resist  the  army  of  France,  Indtuaaed  by  newly  arrived  ram* 
forccments  to  120,000  men,  with  one  hundred  and  seventy  pieces 
of  cannon,  led  by  the  most  experici  ccLl  u  ci  orals,  and  commanded  by 
Buonaparte  in  person.  The  calamities  wliicK  followed  were  such  as 
might  naturally  have  been  expected,  and  w  ere  not  the  fault  of  the 
general,  but  of  those  who  equipped  so  insufficient  an  army,  and 
.weakly  conceived  that  they  had  prepared  a  force  equal  ta  the  defence 
flf  the  kingdom. 


Digitized  by  Google 


SS6 


LETTERS  FROM  flEAlN; 


CSBfltHnOB  tlutt  MOflifioed  to  the  inoipBca^.of  die  Gtfvenuiieii^ 
whidi  Teealled  him  tmnediately  after  the  defeat  of  ,  l^deku  Mwre- 
pveMDtalioiia  of  his  coiuhict  were  aeandakinly  drQuUted,  cviee  «C 
treaeon  were  loudly  reiaed  in  every  tofwn  tiuo^gh  ivhich  he  peeeed* 
and  It  wee  only  by  meens  of  die  esooft  whidb  ae(K>inpanjed  him,  that 
this  genera]  could  be  saved  from  the  rage  of  the  people,  though  l)ut 
a  few  inoiiths  before  be  was  received  as  the  saviour  of  bis  country. 
%vas  liailcd  with  acclaraations  of  applause  and  gratitude,  and  tri- 
ttxnpbal  arches  were  every  where  erected  for  him. 

Castanos  approached  the  city  of  Seville,  whitlier  the  Junta  had  fled 
from  Madrid,  and  when  at  a  short  distance  from  announced 
his  airivul,  and  demanded,  in  the  peremptory  t(HM  of  eOiiack«>> 
iKmour,  that  a  manilbsto,  declaring  the  state  the  anny  he  com- 
manded, thoald  be  paMtdied,  to  undeceive  the  pc<^*  and  Jnatify  hia 
chaiBcter.  To  jnet  demand,  at  first  evamve,  wad  afterwaods 
rude  answers  were  retamed;  and  be  was  evdered  to  remain  at  the 
maoaeterj  of  SaDti-Ponoe,  in  a  eitaation  neaily  reeembling  that  of  a 
prieoner.  He  in  vmainvBted  upon  an  enquiry  being  nutde  into  hia 
conduct,  or  diat  pemueeion  dmuld  he  pvea  Inm  iia  piiblii^  hia 
justification,  and  was  answered  by  an  orderto  retire  to  his  own  hoose 
at  Als^cziras ;  and  though  pretended  enquiries  have  been  since  in- 
stituted, yet  tlie  dilatojy  proceedings  prove,  that  the  sole  object  of 
the  government  was  to  screen  themselves,  at  the  cxpence  oi  one  of 
the  first  characters  in  the  country. 

The  irruption  of  the  enemy  has  eaosed  a  great  many  of  the 
fugitives  to  take  reliige  in  thb  garrieon,  and  the  number  being 
expected  to  incfeeeej.  die  governor  baa  wisely  ordeDsd  all.  the  nal^. 
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Spuiiavdi  to  daput,  and  join  the  defenden  of  their  oonntry,  while 
KttndioiMi,  tendered  necenaiy  hj  the  e3uatiiigareiiiiuAancee>  are  hud 
on  the  adiwiewMm  of  duwe  who  may  hereafter  airive.  IVeparatione 
are  now  making  for  destroying  the  Spaniefa  lines  in  firont  of  this  plaee, 
and  for  blowing  up  the  forts  of  St  FhiUp  and  St.  Barbara;  in  fiuit, 
every  precaution  is  taking,  which  the  importance  of  the  phoe  deinands, 
whilst  a  part  of  the  army  is  about  to  embadE  to  take  poeaessimi  of 
Ceiita  on  the  African  shore.. 
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©EPahture  from  Gibraltar  —  wild  scenery  between  that  placb  AND 

VECEL — SINGI  LAR  SITUATION  OF  THE  TOWM  OF  VB6£L  — OUGHEM  OF 
MEDINA  CXU      ARRIVAl.  AT  CADIZ, 

CADIZ,  JAN.  1810. 

After  domng  mj  last  kCter  I  left  Gibfaltu^  intending 
to  pws  ihe  evening  with  General  Gwtanos,  and  proceed  with  ham  to 
Ondaoa ;  bat  owing  to  an  uifertiuBato  blunder  of  die  eervantoj  th^ 
were  waiting  for  me  without  the  gates  of  Gibraltar  wfaSat  I  was 
searching  for  them  every  where  within  the  town,  when  the  evening 
gun  announced  the  closing  of  the  gate.  IleamtthdrsitQation  by  acci- 
dent, and  applied  to  General  Campbell,  who,  on  accmmt  of  the  peca- 
liarity  of  my  case,  had  the  troodness  to  order  the  gates  to  he  opened, 
which  occasioned  no  little  trouble,  and  occupied  a  considerahle  time. 
When  I  had  fairly  without  the  fortress,  and  had  reached  the 
Spanisl)  lines,  1  found  that  the  servants  had  gone  to  St.  Roque,  and 
I  was,  consequently,  obliged  to  follow  them,  instead  of  enjoying 
the  pleasant  evening  which  I  had  anticipated  with  Castauoa  at  Alge- 
airas.  There  was  no  remedy,  and  being  in  an  eocceUent  honse,  the 
mortification  was  more  easily  borne. 

At  day-break,  Mr.  Ridoat,  who  had  aooompanied  me  fiom  Gib- 
xdtar,  letomed  thither>  haidng  made  a  party  to  pass  over  to  Centa 
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and  Tan^era,  and  it  being  arranged  that  he  should  jmn  mc  at 
Cadiz  after  hia  viait  to  A£nca.,  I  my  dreary  jomney  to  this 

place  alone.  Hie  first  part  of  the  road  ^ras  good>  and  die  oomitry 
pleasant  j  but  at  die  expiration  of  two  hoars  I  passed  the  town  of 
Dos  Barrioe,  a  place  containing  aboat  1000  inhaKtants,  when  I  began 
to  ascend  the  Sierra,  which,  though  nipt  ao  high,  is  equally  wild 
with  that  called  tiie  TVoeba,  at  the  huk  of  Algeiiiaa.  Hie  roads 
over  it  are  excessively  bad,  and  the  prospects  dreary  and  ramande 
beyond  description.  It  occupied  {bur  houn  to  reaclt  die  sammit  of 
the  Sierra,  where  huge  rocks,  lifting  their  heads  among  the  trees, 
and  gushing  streams  bursting  in  every  pu.i  t,  guvc  to  the  prospects  a 
sublimity,  and  a  solitary  wilduess,  which  excited  the  most  awful  im- 
pressions. 

In  one  of  the  rudest  parts  of  the  road,  at  a  sudden  turning,  I 
met  General  Doyle,  who,  with  his  aid  de  camp  and  servants,  was 
going  to  Gibraltar,  on  his  way  to  Catalonia.  I  cannot  describe  to 
you  the  pleasure  of  such  an  interview,  in  such  a  situation.  He 
had  all  his  usual  cheerfulness  and  gaiety,  and  did  not  appear 
incommoded  by  the  fiitigues  of  his  journey,  thongh,  as  I  after- 
wards leamt,  he  had  slept  the  preceding  night  among  the  horses 
and  mules  at  a  gypeey  hut  on  the  plain  below.  After  having  re* 
nained  on  horseback  for  seven  hours,  I  . reached  the  miserable  hovel 
from  which  he  had  prooceded,  and  was  too  mnch  disgnsted  widi  its 
fildi  to  venture  within  it  $  but  while  the  horses  were  refreshing,  ata 
die  meal  I  had  brought  widi  me  under  some  coik  trees,  diat  grew 
at  the  door.  I  was  joined  at  this  place  by  some  Englishmen,  o'm  of 
whom  I  slightly  recognized  t  diey  had  come  from  Algeziras  that  day,, 
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hud  oar  jrnnt  stock  of  pvovisions  made  the  Spamaida  almost  eavy  w 
the  aamptttooa  repaot,  which  was  spread  on  llie  grass  befiiro  ns. 

Firom  this  wretebed  veota  I  passed  ovar  a  fine  pilain^  which  die 
late  nans  had  rendered  wst  and  muddy,  bat  which  appeared  totalty 
oncoMvated.  A  few  straggling  oxen  wers  4he  only  cattle  I  obsmed, 
and  I  eodld  discover  no  vestij^e  of  an  habitation  till,  after  fbnr  Kouri 
riding,  I  reached  Vegel.  Ai,  I  luuiid  1  couid  be  uccomniodated  in  a 
vcnta  near  that  plao;  vnth  an  apartment,  and  straw  beds,  both  for 
tnystlf  and  for  my  countrymen  who  were  following  mc,  I  determined 
to  pass  the  night  there,  and  employ  the  time  till  dark  in  seeing  the 
town.  The  ascent  is  steep  and  dangerous,  ami  scarcely  passable  for 
any  animals  eicoept  mules  and  asses.  The  sight  of  the  town  was  by 
no  means  a  recompence  for  the  labour  <^  aaoending  to  it ;  and  dioagh 
it  contains  (aa  I  was  iofcnmed)  seven  thoosand  inhabitants,  not  a 
aiBgle  object  was  to  be 'seen  dnerving  attention.  Itis»  however^ 
sonounded  with  finntfbl  com  fields,  and  the  coantiy  in  gonenl  ap« 
pears  fertik. 

I  accidentally  met  the  Conc|^dor»  and  emwersed  whh  him  on 
poifitical  sal^ects,  vnlk  the  freedom  aUowed  to  sin  Englishman.  He 
vxpresaed  lumself  much  in  die  same  WKoaet  as  die  Spaniards  in  ge- 
neral do  when  opnversing  about  the  state  of  th^  afiinu  He  exnlt- 
ingly  pointed  out  to  me  the  -secure  position  of  his  own  town  in  pard* 
cular  ;  and  concladed  by  saying,  that  if  the' Junta  gave  up  all  An- 
dalu^ila.  to  the  I'Veneh,  tiie  uihabltants  of  Vegel  could  defend  their 
own  asylum  agjiinst  every  enemy.  I  have  seen  so  many  instances  of 
this  purcichial  patriotism,  if  1  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  that  it 
has  ceased  to  excite  astonishment    But,  amidst  the  gloom  which 
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namr  ovenhadows  die  poGtical  hoiiioa,  it  fonm  the  only  ooosolalioi}, 
and  conttttaies  the  only  hope,  that  remaine  for  Spain.  Nnmerom 
armiw,  without  oombinatkm,  and  without  confidence  in  thdr  leaden, 
can  no  longer  be  relied  on.   But  the  native  valour  of  die  people, 

their  unconquerable  hatred  of  the  invaders,  their  capability  of  endur- 
ing fatigue  and  hardship,  and  the  unassailable  fastnesses  of"  the 
countr>*,  hold  forth  the  best  promise  of  a  war,  which  may  xdtimateiy 
terminate  in  the  enKuicipatlon  of  the  Peninsula. 

^\'hen  I  descended  from  the  mountain,  and  reached  the  venta, 
the  horrors  which  precede  invasion  were  strikingly  exhibited,  the 
Duchess  of  Medina  Celi,  the  wife  of  the  proprietor  of  all  this  ex- 
tensive country,  and  the  richest  subject  in  Europe,  had  Just  arrived 
with  her  fondly,  havii^  fled  £roin  St  Maiy'e,  to  e«ca|»e  from  the 
enemy.  She  was  attended  by  flercnlcainBgeB,  as  well  aanianymnlca 
and  asses ;  but  as  the  road  would  not  adnut  of  wheel  cairiagea  b^ond 
ihis  plaoe,  a  soffidency  of  die  hMer  was  provided,  to  cany  ber  grace 
and  her  siute  to  AlgeiirBs,  where  she  intended  to  embark  for  Majorca. 
ThevB  was  a  cheerlulness  in  ber  eonvcnation,  and  a  livelinese  in 
ber  manners,  wbidi  proves  what  I  have  often  had  oooaMon  to  re- 
mark, that  Spaniards,  even  of  high  rank,  possew  an  elasticity  of  mind, 
which  renders  them  superior  to  the  unexpected  calamities  of  life, 
and  drives  away  those  imaginary  ills,  which  are  the  wor±it  eoemiea 
of  human  happiness. 

In  a  miserable  hovel,  at  tiie  ibot  of  a  mountain,  which  towered 
over  our  heads,  with  ail  the  horrors  to  be  expected  from  an  ap- 
proaching enemy,  and  without  the  aid  of  a  festive  hoard,  my 
eonntrymeD,  and  myself,  collected  in  our  apartment  a  sodety  of  the 
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nsaffAuan,  wbo^  with  the  gmter,  the  grave  frmbmgo,  aod  songs 
of  Im^  Ujfo  to  Fadntaad*  and  death  to  Napoleon/'  passed  an 
evcniu^  as  nerrily  and  as  happily  as  if  we  had  been  their  oldest 

friemls ;  and  appeared  as  tranquil  as  if  the  enemy  was  not  at 
hand.  I  shall  feci  a  respect,  and  even  aflection,  for  the  simple  plea- 
sures, the  cheerful  livi  s,  :u\d  the  generous  character,  of  the  Spanish 
peasants,  as  long  us  1  recollect  this  and  other  similar  societies,  <^ 
whose  hilarity  1  liave  been  a  partaker.  , 

I  lelt  Vegel  early  the  next  morning,  and  after  ascen^i^  one 
VKNintaiiif  from  the  sides  of  which  gushing  streams  of  transparent 
wter  tvpi  «  eeriet  of  milU,  I  gained  a  leiel  and  bamn  pbin; 
9t4t  aboitt  five  luKiia,  wachod  Chidaoa.  Bat  hainng  alreai^ 
ptmtA  mae  days  thefe,  aboat  mx  weeka  ago,  and  dien  being  a 
acaierroad  than  that  throngh  the  tonm,  I  pasaedit  on  the  right  hand, 
«ad  pvoceedod  to  the  fenry  <iver  the  xhar  Sanli  Petn.  lliere  I  met « 
mMnbor  of  eenvkta,  cfaatned  togetheiv  who  wen  marching  to  Alge- 
sic* to  he  embacked  far  CeMtabolbre  iba  arrival  of  the  enemy. 

I  pushed  on  \rith  eagerneee  to  Cadiz,  liie  mtnation  of  which  it  is 
impossible  to  describe.  The  French  are  advaaciog  with  rapidity, 
and  DO  force  exisLs  to  im^>ede  their  progress.  The  battery  of  St. 
Femaiulo  is  uafinittlied ;  there  is  no  government  to  forward  its  com- 
pletion, and  no  troop«,  except  volunteers,  to  man  the  works,  and 
too  £ew  even  of  them  to  perform  the  requisite  duty.  The  late  feeble 
fgammme/tt  io  dissolved,  and  some  of  its  solitary  members  are  drop- 
inng  in  here,  glad  to  have  escaped  from  the  fury  of  the  populace  at 
yjuKB,  and  other  plaoes.  Hm  tee  ef  an  insnnection  in  this  city  aie 
•p  atro^  that  piitmlaa  aw  paiadii^  eivuy  ni^t,  and  dela^^ 
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ToliuitBera  tie  ooastandy  under  Brms,  while  Briti^  tftilon  are 
actively  employed  in  Uowing  up  IhxMt  Ibits  Wfaidi  nuiy  be  vendeied 
mbeervient  to  tlie  views  of  the  adnmcnig  enemy.  Amid  these  soeaes 
of  terroir,  the  apprdhnnsioii  of  a  aoaitttyxif  many  necessary  artidea 
increases  the  gloom  ;  while  those  who  have  wives  and  daughteis  an 
imploring  from  all  who  are  connected  with  shipping,  the  means  of 
removing  the  objects  of  their  affection  from  the  horrid  scenes  which 
they  anticipate.  It  is,  however,  probable,  that  this  giddy  people, 
who,  when  I  left  Cadiz,  were  buoyed  up  by  the  most  absurd  confi- 
dence, are  now  as  unreasonably  depressed.  A  day  or  two  will  pro- 
duce some  altenition  ;  but  I  most  now  close  my  letter,  in  the  hope 
of  being  able  to  trannnit  ta  jon  aonr  ivisfesting  dstiib  in  a  few 
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LBTTBR  LIU 
vmvGAi'— H18  ArponmcKiiT — state  or  skvillx  at  vb>  imtAKcs  of  xkk 

FBBMCa—  DUSB  or  ALBU«UXR«UB. 

CADlXy  FEB.  1810. 

On  the  night  of  tlu  ?.Oth  of  January,  an  express  arrived 
from  the  I>ukc  of  Albuquerque,  aiiiiouiK  nig  that  he  had  thrown 
himself  between  the  advancing  enemy  and  this  city,  and  having 
gained  a  day's  march  on  him,  would  conduct  his  army  to  thi»  place; 
fay  which  a  competent  garrison  will  be  formed^  that  must  prevent  the 
French  from  taking  the  city  by  a  coup  de  main.  Thus,  for  the 
preeent,  Cadiz  is  safe,  and  the  alarm  which  prevailed  has  in  some 
d^ce  aubnded ;  but  its  safety  is  owiog  neither  to  the  forenght  of 
die  Cmtnl  Jnnta,  to  aoy  preeantions  taken  by  its  governor,  nor  to 
any  eflfovts  made  by  its  own  inhabitants,  bat  solely  to  the  patriotism 
of  Alfanquerque,  and  the  stremuNis  exertions  of  hts  army. 

Venegas,  the  commander  here,  reoeiTed  his  appointment  from  the 
Centnd  Junta,  not  on  aeooant  of  any  extraordinaiy  military  talents 
which  he  poaaesses,  but  father  because  tin  ifistrast  manifested  by  the 
BritiBh  ambassador  and  the  British  generals,  when  he  was  at  the  head 
of  an  army,  in  the  command  of  which  he  tiiacovercd  but  very  moderate 
skill,  was  a  recommcudation  to  the  favour  of  that  body,  ever  jealous 
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of  ilB  English  alliis.  By  ihe  popnlaoe  of  Cudiai,  h»  baa  alwaya  been 
regarded  with  ampidon ;  and  he  and  his  partims  have  been  in-ooii- 
timnl  ahum,  lest  an  insniredaon  shoald  break  cat,  to.  which  he 
ni^t  become  a  sacrifice,  like  his  pradeoessor  Sduw.  ' 

If  Vencgas  disoovered  no  skill  as  a  soldier,  it  srast  be  confessed 
be  has  managed  populace  widi  the  dexterity  of  a  politician;  when 
it  was  known  that  the  Central  Junta  had  fled  from  Seville,  and  were 
dispersed  in  various  directions,  the  public  indignation  here  was  so 
strongly  felt,  that  he,  having  been  appointed  by  tliem,  was  no  longer 
secure  in  the  command,  which  he  had  but  negligently  exercised  :  he 
therefore  addressed  the  corporation  of  tiie  city,  ^tatlne^  to  them,  that 
as  the  government  which  had  nominated  him  no  longer  existed,  he 
wiahed  to  resign  his  command  into  their  hands,  to  become  a  private 
dtizen,  and  perfinrm  any  duty  to  which  they  should  appoint  him. 
The  city  magistmtesy  gfatifiad  by  due  sabminioa  of  the  noKtaiy  to 
tiie  dvil  anthority,  a  submission  ^  more  fiattering  as  it  was  new 
among  Spaniards,  rsqnssled  him  to  ocntinne  Us  power,  by  acting  as 
the  j»erident  of  their  body  tiU  a  Junto  coold  be  deetsd  fat  die 
government  of  the  town.  An  election  has  aceor&igly  taken  plmao, 
and  Vencgas  haa  been  diosen  prendent  cf  this  new  body  of  die 
representatives  of  Cadis. 

I  believe,  that  on  no  occasion  have  representatives  of  the  people 
been  more  fairly  and  fireely  elected :  a  balloting  box  was  carried 
from  house  to  house,  and  the  head  of  eacli  family  voted  tor  an  elec- 
toral body,  consistino^  of  about  fifty  or  sixty  persons,  who  met  and 
chose  eighteen  members,  to  compose  the  Junta  for  the  govern- 
jnent  and  defence  of  the         Tbaa^  I  see  notlung  to  condemn  m 
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die  plan  by  wbidi  4ib  bodyof  men  was  dectad,  and  dumg^i  so 
fior  aa  I  can  learn,  do  onfrir  inflnenoe  was  uaed»  I  have  not  a  very 
lil^h  opinian  of  ito  capacity  for  managing  the  defence  of  thb 
important  mHitary  poet  The  memben  are  too  namerona  far  an 
cseeoCive  goveinmeht»  and  dioogh  £^ded  into  aeetions,  they  have 
eo  ill  arranged  the  distribution  of  the  different  brandies  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  in  the  few  days  they  have  acted,  they  hiive  already  been 
found  to  clash.  Tlicy  have  exercised  no  entrgy  in  rommanding  the 
inhabitants  j  ^u^d,  tliougJi  nothing  can  Ix;  of  so  much  or  of  such 
pressing  importance  as  completing  the  battery  of  St.  Fernando, 
ioatead  of  making  re^uintiona  of  the  whole,  or  a  proportion,  of  the 
population,  for  this  necessary  wm-k,  proclamations,  or  rather  invita- 
tions, faai«  becn  iasnad,  which,  while  tfa^ni||p  die  willing  to  Idbonr, 
leave  tbe  indolent  and  the  ssUah^  wko  are  by  far  die  greater  nwnber, 
to  the  IttU  indnlgBiice  of  tbsSr  mjuiuma  pnpenaitiaa. 

Mr,  Frsfc,  and  die  Ai^iah  vdm  were  in  Seville,  togedier  widi 
muncNoa  fuuUcs  of  S^paiuaids  who  droaded  snijcclion  to  Btanee, 
hten  anivsd  here,  and  nnite  in  xcprsacndiig  die  eondnct  of  die 
Central  Jmite  atdie  period' of  its  diaperrion,  as  nuriced  by  die  aanw 
indecision  and  imbecility,  not  to  say  treachery^  as  had  tmiformly 
characterised  that  body.  Tliev  wxi  e  strongly  urged  to  remove  the 
warhke  stores,  to  destroy  the  depots,  and  especially  to  blow  up  the 
cannon  foundery  ;  but  all  xvithout  effect :  and  the  enemy  will  thus, 
by  their  misconduct,  be  furnished  with  powerful  means  for  their 
attack  on  this  city,  the  last  asylum  of  the  defenders  of  Andalusia. 

The  people  of  Seville,  who  had  been  duped  by  the  government, 
and  to  wfaoni,  only  two  days  bcfcre  dieir  fl^t,  die  Jnnla  had  Wpn- 
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sented  that  the  citv  ^^'as  in  no  danger,  rose  \vlth  Indignation,  and 
demanded  arms  to  oppose  the  cnemv.  In  the  wild  lun.  of  tlie  popu- 
lace, they  sought  out  Romauu  for  their  leader,  who,  seeing  uo  cad 
that  could  be  answered  by  resistance,  had  made  prepaxadons  for  his 
departuiC  to  join  the  army  of  EBtremadunu  His  hcoMS  were  arrested 
at  the  gate,  and  hinudf  compdkd  to  appear  at  theheail  of  the 
indignant  people.  He  aaw  hmt  too  dearly  the  Ihtility  of  defeboe, 
and  therefore  at  length  withdrew,  to  take  the  command  of  a  body  of 
troope  collecting  in  the  vieinity  of  Bad^oz.  Hie  spirit  of  the  people 
was  great,  hat  means  adequate  to  it  were  wanting ;  or  Seville,  not- 
withstanding  its  imperfect  defences,  might  have  nTalled  in  renown 
Samgossa  and  Gerona. 

The  fli«rlit  of  many  members  of  the  Junta,  caused  an  .agitation, 
which  the  clotjueiice  and  patriotism  of  Saavedra  could  witii  difficulty 
restrain  from  acts  of  the  most  ferocious  violence  ;  by  his  influence  it 
was  in  some  measure  calmed,  and  instead  of  perpetrating  any  of 
tiuMe  enormities  which  an  enraged  populace  too  often  commit,  they 
contented  themselves  with  restoring  to  liberty  the  imprisoned  pattioti 
Count  Monti|o  and  Rilafox,  and  selecting  others  of  dieir  noet 
scalooB  citiiBeDS  to  act  widi  them  for  the  ptthHe  good !  bat  it  ww 
then  too  late  for  action,  and  the  best  Inends  of  die  people  ooiiU  onlj 
oae  their  endeavours  to  prevent  snch  an  oppontioa  as  would  jurtify 
die  cmeitiBs  of  an  enemy,  ever  eager  to  impress  terror,  by  adopting; 
die  most  severe  measwee  towards  diose  who  feebly  oppose  hiait 

I  cannot  pass  over  the  eiih»giiiinft-prono«need  by  afl  on  die  jfoha* 
racier  of  the  Duke  of  Albuquerque.  His  general  conduct  5s  highly 
extolled,  and  his  late  retreat,  by  which  this  city  has  been  s^ved,  has 
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cxtubiied  Mieh  pett  proofs  of  mifitaxy  taleot,  tliat  public  (^iaion 
has  pointed  him  oat  as  the  proper  officer  to  have  the  comntaiid  of  this 

fortress. 

In  rank  and  possessions,  this  nohlcmiin  was  among  the  first  in 
Spain  under  the  old  government.  He  entered  into  the  army  in 
1795,  and  displayed,  in  ihc  war  then  carried  on  ajniinst  France,  the 
presages  of  that  courage  and  military  skill,  which  have  recently  been 
wmt  folly  developed.  He  \\'as  a  p\irc  Spaniard,  detesting  the 
domiilion  of  France,  to  which  Godoy  had  subjected  his  country ;  and 
to  avoid  the  humiliating  spectacle  which  the  influence  of  that 
&voiirite  exhibited,  offered  his  services  in  the  army,  which  the 
MarqiuB  Romana  led  into  the  north  of  £an^.  The  first  intelligence 
of  the  new  disgraces  whidi  were  preparing  for  his  beloved  conntiy, 
reached  him  when  in  Fnnen  wtdi  tfiat  diatingqished  officer.  Thoi^ 
saflfeiing  houk  sickness,  he  detormined  to  return  bmne,  and  hastened 
with  expedition  to  Puis,  whore  he  first  heard  the  partiGuiars  of  the 
base  tmnsactions  in  Spain*  The  Spamsh  grandees  who  wen 
assembled  in  that  cit^,  endeavoured,  by  persuasions  and  threats,  to 
prevent  him  from  retaming  to  join  the  patriotic  party  on  his  native 
SoiL  He  escaped  the  dangers  of  the  roaJ,  and  liavlug  jollied  his 
countrymen  in  Valencia  in  June  1808,  he  there  organized  an  army, 
which,  under  his  comuiund,  marched  to  Madrid. 

He  published  u  manifesto,  addressed  to  the  tenants  and  peasantry 
on  hu  extensive  estates,  which,  in  language  at  once  patriotic  and 
snevgetie,  called  on  them  to  arm  in  the  cause  of  their  country.  He 
ItHMwniBd  the  rents  of  those  who  had  siiffered  by  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy,  lemitted  tibdlr  fiuM,  and,  bjbia  libefal  docwtionatothe  vviaii- 
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tary  defenders  of  tlie  ooontiy,  did  evety  tUng  iir  bts  power  to  anbt 
die  common  onue.  He  i&tingmshed  himself  at  llie  battle  of 
MedelED,  which  the  blundering  Cueeta  unneoeamrily  fought,  and  as 
ne^igently  lost ;  and  by  his  oondoct  at  Talavm^  where  he  com- 
manded the  Spanidi  ea'valry,  obtained  the  confidence  of  Lord  Wel- 
lin^on,  and  the  praise  of  the  British  and  Spanish  amiics.  Wiiea 
Cuesta  was  removed  from  the  cuuiuiaiid,  the  British  amhasstidor 
urged  the  apjiointment  of  Albucjuerrjue  to  succeed  him  ;  an  appoifit- 
ment  so  proper  in  itself,  and  so  acceptable  to  the  Spanish  army, 
diat  nothing  could  liave  prevented  it^  adoption,  but  that  paltry  jea- 
knsy  which  instigated  the  Central  Junta  to  decUoe  every  snggestioD 
-made  by  their  ally. 

Ariesoga,  on  whnn  the  command  of  the  army  was  confenped  aftor 
'idle  removal  of  Coasta,  was  the  most  inexperienced  of  all-dirir 
gencraky  and  had  no  other  merit  dian  tiuit  of  eonfessiDg  his  inatnlity 
to  ezecnte  the  dnties  of  the  station  to  whM^  be  was  appmnted,  and 
of  niteniting  his  vMpiests  to  ha  vdKeved  from  the  command,  both 
before  and  after  the  disgracelnl  hatde  of  Ocana.  Under  this  man, 
Albnquerqne  did  not  disdain  to  serve  Ins  comrtry,  but  commanded  a 
di^asion  of  about  eight  thousand  men.  When  the  French  penetrated 
into  Andalusia,  the  communication  between  the  J)ukt  and  his  supe- 
rior was  entirely  cut  off,  and  orders  from  the  Junta  were  com- 
municated to  him,  without  the  intervention  of  the  commander  in 
chief.  Cornel,  the  minister  of  war,  of  %vhom  the  strongest  suspicions 
of  treachery  had  long  been  eotortatned,  and  whose  conduct  on  this 
oecMioii  Jostified  those  tospicions,'  MmtimmjABffj  ju  4nteiesting 
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■nonMnt,  oidflCB  and  UHtnietBaiitt  so  vsgoe  and  contradictoiy^  dut  tiivjr 
'.aenrad  to  conlnBe  father  than  inibrm  this  h^-apirited  oflBcer.  lie 
fought,  with  inferior  nnmhera,  an  emny  of  wall-^scipUned  Ibea ;  and 
the  vanoQB  viepa  of  his  aahaaquent  fetraat  were  taken  wtditiMb  «kSll 
.and  judgment,  as  excited  ^  adnnnlMni  of  all  military  men. 

"When  he  arrived  at  Guadalcanal,  he  received  orders  to  retire 
upon  Seville,  and  other  orders  of  the  same  date  to  march  to  Cordova ; 
the  lollovvine^  dav  the  orders  to  niLirch  to  Cordova  were  repeated  in 
tlie  most  peremptory'  language,  tiiough  it  must  have  been  known  on 
.  the  first  day  (the  22d  January)  that  a  division  of  the  enemy  was  in 
Cbrdova,  and  another  division  pushing  forward  towards  Seville. 
Had  he  obeyed  these  orders,  his  little  army  would  have  placed 
bitwaen  tfro.  i^awfi*  o|  the  enemy,  his  .  retreat  would  have  been 
cut  offf  and.  Ca£a  mmt  Iniye  £Mlan  without  defenee.  Thou|^ 
.Gomel- had  not  intinatad  it  in  his  laat  diiqiatch,  the  ]>ube  knew 
•  lirom;  other  aouroaa  diait/  whilat  lys.  waa  writing  it,  the  Junta  wan 
pre{)aring  to  escape  and  the^eJbra  hn  did  not  banftate  to  diaobey  ita 
ordeta :  inaCead  of  retnmii^  towirda  Cofdom,  ha  poaaed  hia  army 
^.over Jlie  Chtadalquivir  at..C!antiUBna,  and  by  fofoid  narcbea  poahad 
;  on  towards  CSadiz.  -  Tlwcavalry  <tf  hia  army,  wfairii  ooverad  itfie 
ariiiicry,  and  was  constantly  engaged  with  the  advanced  parties  of 
the  enemv,  passed  along  the  Camino  Real,  through  Alcala  and 
Utrcra,  whilst  his  iufuntry  crossed  the  Maresma  by  Lebrixa,  at  a 
season  when  that  marshy  tract  was  deemed  impassable,  and  both 
divisions  happily  united  at  Xeres ;  wl^n.  ,ldia  enemy,  finding  they 
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Nem,  peil»p«,  ^  im  amy  endoK  gRftter  fiii^fiies  an^ 
and  never  ^  geoeial  ehare  in  Aem  trtdk  more  lewliDeaB,  l^m  iUs 
gallent  offioer,  wlio  bas.  niented  die  everlastbg  gratitnde  cf  Ue 
conntry,  by  disobeying  its  trceeheroas  gpmninenty  es  moch  as  bj 
the  eoMrtkna  he  bee  aabeeqiwiidy  mede. 
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CESTRUCTION-  OF  THE  FORTS  SURROUNDING  CADIZ  —  FRENCH  PRISONERS  

ENGLISH    GARKISON    EXPECTE1>           PEOPLE   OF  ST.  MARV'S  PaEPARINO  TO 

JLY  —  FLAG  OF  TRUCE. 


If  any  Ihlng  oould  oboqiier  ilte  gmric^  of'SpaoMli^'iM 
might  natanlly  expect  diet  en  appfoadiiiig  el^SSllftMd»lllfiMi'|^ftMe 
degree  of  ectivtty  int6  the  isondnce  of  4ie  people,  BllH^ditt^djfeBe- 
teristics  of  the  mtifli»afepBtiedce  i^  pene««tftae6»  M^biAf  alM 
scaloiu  exertion.  Tlie  nninber  of  Ae  dttsene  who  defly  ineenibfe 
on  ^e  ramparts,  and,  wrapped  in  liuat  long  cidaks,  spend  hours 
silently  gazing  on  the  explosions  of  the  forts  that  surround  the  bay, 
which  the  English  sailors  are  busily  employed  in  blowing  up,  naturally 
excites  this  remark.  They  appear  iudififeruut  spectators  of  the  events 
around  them,  rather  than  the  persons  for  whose  secuiky  these  exesr> 
tions  are  made. 

Our  countrymen  are  labouiiog  with  great  activity  in  destroyiog 
all  those  huttenes  which  may  annoy  the  shipping  at  their  aqfibonge 
in  the  bay.  The  caade  of  St  Gatbarinc^  near  St.  Mary's,  ft  atnMgly 
bntlt,  and  reqniies  gfeat  exertkms  to  deaudiMh  it  r  bat  by'lllvhel^of 
gunpowder  luider  the  buttresses  wfaidi  siqipost  the  arches  on  wlneh 
the  phtfimna  are  conatmcted,  tfaey  have  neaHy  reduced  it  to  a  hei^ 
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t/txmat.  Fort Matagoida. and  Fort  Lotus,  two  other  Ibrti,  Mtnated 
on  the  poiota  of  Inid  whidt  ibnn  the  enfamnoe  of  the  canal  leading 
to  dfte  anenal,  are  undei^gouig  the  same  operation,  and  will  in  a  few 
days  be  totally  deBtrojed ;  and  untii  they  can  be  fe-o(nistniGted»  ^ 
vessels  wUl  remun  in  aecarity  in  their  present  anchorage ;  bat  as  it 
is  scarcely  possihle  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  re-btuldingihem,  the 
shipping  must  move  nearer  to  the  entrance  of  the  bay  ;  and  if  the 
number  of  vessels  be  as  consklenible  as  at  present,  there  uill  l>c 
great  danger  of  the  coutructcd  uiickonug  giouiid  being  too  much 
crowded. 

Whilst  these  attentions  are  paid  by  the  British  to  the  safety  of  the 
shippii^,  the  Spaniards  are  occupied  in  demolishing  every  house, 
shed,  and  wall,  on  the  neck  of  land  beyond  the  gate,  so  as  to  leave 
no  shelter  near  the  glscb,  if  the  sneny  duwld  snooeed  in  forang  his 
way  to  that  front.  There  is  sometliiog  very  striking  in  the  effect  of 
tibeae  varions  labours  of  destniction.  Tlie  sounds  of  explofton  have 
never  ceased,  day  or  night;  and  as  there  is  a  great  scarcity  of 
dtaieoal,  Hie  wooden  parts  of  the  buiUii^  Mown  up  have  been 
carefully  preserved,  and  brought  into  the  dty  to  be  used  for  fbeL 

Amidst  the  confusion  which  the  aspect  of  aiKurs  has  occasioned, 
the  Junta  of  this  city  have  btliaved  with  e;reat  liberality  towards  the 
British  subjects.  Tlie  Custdm -house  being  shut,  no  property  can  be 
shipped  oft,  but  they  have  determined  to  allow  the  Enghsh  to  remove 
their  effects  without  undergoing  that  usual  process  of  examination, 
which  was  formerly  rigidly.practised  by  the  officers  oS  the  revenue, 
This  indulgence  is  felt  aa'an  act  of  liberality,  and  our  cooatiynien 
ars  availing  themaelvaa  of  it  wiUi  asmtdi  eagemeaa  a«  the 'present 
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teucitf  of  Jabottrers  will  pennit.  The  Junta  have  ptudiased  all  tbe 
IjfovisMMU  th^  have  been  able  to  collect  and  it  feitauately  happens^ 
diat  several  American  veaaels  have  lately  amved^  loaded  mth  flomv 
rice,  and  aalt  fish,  which  have  added  a  seaaoiiahle  supply  to  the  stores 
«ol]ecled  mthiit  this  plsee. 

•  Th»  prison  shtps^  on  board  of  which  a  eonsidemble  niuuber 
Fifenehmen  are  ooofined,  have  been  lemoved  lower  down  into  the 
bay,  where  they  are  under  the  guns  of  tlie  British  and  Spanish  ships 
of  war.  These  unhappy  men  have  been  shamefully  neglected  amidst 
the  late  events :  they  have  been  sometimes  for  days  without  toodi 
at  other  times  without  water;  and  st>  excessive  have  been  their 
sufferings,  that  many  have  escaped  the  centinels,  plunged  into  the 
water,  and  swam  to  the  British  ships,  to  implore  food  for  a  single 
meal,  and  have  uttered  complaints  to  the  British  offioers,  whidk 
they  had  not  the  power  to  lemedy. 

It  is  well  known,  that  more  dum  turelve  mondis  ago,  the  Britidi 
govemnient,  in  its  earnest  wish' to  assist  tiie  came  of  Spain,  pro- 
jected'and  submitted  to  tiie  Junta,  a  phnof  opcfations  muleml^ 
difewnt  'from-  diat  whicb  has  since  been  adopted,  by  whidi  thift 
British  army  would  have  advanced  to  the  Sierra  Motena,  aiid  have 
Wen  enabled  toact  a  more  bienefidal  part  in  tlie  asastance  diey  have 
rendered.  -  But  to  tliis  |dan'it  was  ihdispsnsably  necessary  that  they 
should  have  poesesaon  of  Cadix,  from  whence  to  receive  supplies ; 
and  to  which  to  retreat  in  cage  of  necessity.  The  propriety,  therefore, 
of  garrisoning  this  iraportaut  pust  with  British  iroops  was  so  obvious, 
that  General  Sherbrooke  was  scut  out  with  a  force  for  that  purpose, 
not  anticipating  any  objectioa  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards :  but  the 
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Junta,  whose  jealousy  and  indecision  have  nearly  ruined  their  conn- 
try,  would  not  permit  the  troops  to  land,  and  the  people  of  Cadiz 
applauded  their  determination.  Now,  however,  when  the  enemy  is 
approaching,  the  sense  of  immediate  danger  has  removed  tlieir  appre- 
hensions of  the  good  faith  of  their  ally,  and  the  people  of  Cadiz  have 
clamoured  as  loudly  for  a  British  garrison,  as  they  before  did  against 
the  admission  of  foreign  troops.  Dispatches  have  been  sent  to  Lis- 
bon and  to  Gibraltar,  earnestly  pressing  for  assistance ;  and  all  the 
anxiety  now  discovered,  is  for  the  arrival  of  those  very  means  of  de- 
fence which,  when  danger  was  more  distant,  had  been  decidedly, 
not  to  say  insultingly  rejected. 

The  infantry  of  the  Duke  of  Albuquerque's  army  has  entered  the 
Isla,  whence  one  regiment  has  been  marched  into  this  city.  They 
appear  weather-beaten  and  ragged ;  but  having  been  supplied  with 
good  great  coats,  their  appearance  is  already  somewhat  improved^ 
whilst  the  gallant  commander  discover*  in  his  manners,  liis  counte- 
nance,  and  his  conversation,  that  determined  spirit,  which  inspires 
confidence  in  all  who  meet  him. 

Notwithstanding  the  rapid  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  the  pro- 
spect of  an  impending  siege,  the  gaiety  and  dissipation  of  this  city  is 
not  in  any  degree  diminished.  The  public  walk  and  the  square  are 
as  lively  as  at  any  time  ;  and,  from  the  great  influx  of  distinguished 
fugitives,  more  crowded  with  the  gayest  company  than  at  any  former 
period.  Tlie  government  have,  indeed,  ordered  the  theatre  to  be 
•hut ;  but  the  private  parties,  for  gaming,  and  other  amusements, 

•  have  only  been  more  numerous  and  more  crowded  in  consequence  of 

•  it.    The  scarcity  of  provisions  is  not  perceptible  at  the  tables  of  the 
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ricli ;  -whn,  regardless  of  the  increased  prices^  spread  as  sumptuotis  a 
board  as  when  there  was  no  alarm. 

The  fortification  across  the  nairow  neck  of  huid  leading  to  the 
town  Is  now  proceeding  with  much  alacrity,  and  %\ill  probably  be 
completed  in  a  few  weeks.  In  order  to  prevent  the  enemy's  horse 
ftom  pj^sing  the  extremities  of  the  battery,  which  might  be  done 
when  the  tide  is  low,  the  rejas,  or  iron  greliDgs  before  the  windows 
of  IIm  pabHc  biuldingB,  have  been  rmoved,  and  are  placed  on  the 
beach,  where  they  fimn  an  excellent  chevaox  de  finse,  which  it  ie 
hnpoanble  Ibr  cavaby  to  penetrate. 

The  Piencfa  have  not  yet  appeared  m  ffight  The  inhabitants  of 
St.  Mary's,  like.liioae  of  every  other  place  which  diey  approach,  an 
prepared  for  flight :  bat  as  there  is  no  escape  hut  by  water,  and  the 
number  of  boats  is  not  sufficient  to  convey  to  thb  place  any  consi- 
derable proportion  of  the  population,  the  demand  for  water  convey- 
ance has  raised  the  price  of  boat-hiic  to  an  enormous  rate,  and  only 
the  richer  inhabitants  can,  therefore,  avail  themselves  of  it.  Besides 
which,  the  restrictions  on  the  reception  of  strangers  into  this  city 
have  been  increased,  lliousands  are  now  waiting  \\  Ithout  the  land- 
gate  to  obtain  admission,  and  many  boats  filled  w  ith  passengers  are 
lying  at  the  wharfs  till  their  friends  can  gain  permission  for  them  to 
land. 

A  flag  <^  trace  has  been  received  from  the  French  General  Vic- 
tor,  Dnke  of  BeQuno,  addressed  to  the  JunU  of  Cadis,  in  which  ho 
states,  that  he  has  advanced  into  this  part  of  the  conntiy  by  orders 
1m  IQng  Joseph ;  that  he  is  ready  to  receive  the  snbrntsaioa  of 
his  mbjects;  and  as  the  respective  capitals  of  the foiir  hingdonw  of 
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AndahuiAi  Jaen,  CSoidova,  Gnmada,  and  Sevflk,  had  received  bia 
Mapesty'a  fovora  mth  every  deinbiiatiaiioii  of  joy,  he  ezpecta  the 
same  xeoqptioo  from  the  inhatntanta  of  GuUs ;  and  aa  the  fleet  and 
araenala  ave  the  property  of  the  natioin,  he  denaanda  that  diey  ahoold 
he  preserved  for  the  rightfij  aofaewSgn,  The  Junta  letiizned  a  ahort 
anemr;  in  which  th^  expressed  thor  determination  to  aclcnow- 
ledge  no  one  as  king  of  Spain  but  Ferdinand  the  Seventh  ;  and  this 
answer  vv;ui  signed  not  by  the  president  ulone,  but  by  each  individual 
member. 
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LBTTBR  LV. 
iUMTA  or  CAxaz  —  sLBcnoM  OP  tHB  mmsHn  -»iiiiiop  or  oitMisi 

CASTANOI  —  SAAVKDBA  —  UGilSa lAUMSABAL. 

CADIZ,  FSB.  1810. 

A  NEW  govenunent  has  been  created  here,  which,  conn- 
Mng  diB  CMCBBntMicee  under  which  it  was  femwd,  and  the  tn- 
portant  ooneeciiieiioes  to  wluch  it  maj  lead,  not  only  in  6ie  Fenio* 
eak,  but  in  the  man  adttomre,  and  to  ns  mora  inteKsdng,  tiane- 
adautio  posiemoas  of  Spain,  dceervee  ooosidmUe  attaa&m.  The 
Junta,  elected  in  Gtdis,  in  the  end  of  January,  by  the  nnbiaseed  vai" 
frages  of  its  inhalntants,  were  in  full  possession  of  all  power,  civil, 
militarv,  :iiul  luiviil.  The  fleet  in  tlic  bay,  the  stores  at  the  arsenal, 
and  the  army,  wlucli  the  spirit  and  skill  of  Aibuqucn|ue  had  col- 
lected in  Cadiz,  and  the  Isle  of  Leon,  acknowledged  their  autiiority. 
The  revenues  were  at  their  disposal;  and  the  snpplies  of  money, 
d#i1y  expected  to  arrive  from  America,  were  destined  to  fall  ander 
their  contnNd.  This  body,  chosen  in  die  manner  I  have  before  re- 
hited,  was  composed  of  the  principal  merchants  and  capitalists  of  the 
atf,  widi  dw  addiAion  of  two  artifioei»»  on  Whose  pmANsional  dull 
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reliance  was  placed,  to  superiilleild  the  works  i  of  two  pciMtBy  known 
to  have  Imbibed  tlu  animosity  of  their  profession  towards  the  Frendi ; 
and  of  two  militiirv  men,  who  liad  never  been  engaged  in  any  very 
active  professional  service. 

Power,  fascinutiiig  to  all,  is  to  none  more  so  than  to  those  whose 
recent  acquisition  of  it  has  not  yet  taught  them  the  cares  and  anxie- 
ties with  which  it'is  ever  attended.  This  body,  with  honest  intentions, 
bi|t  ttnaoenstomed  to  look  beyond  the  objects  immediately  con- 
nected mth  Gadis,  fimmd  dwmadvcs  in  the  actual  exemse  of  the 
ai^ceme  power,  not  only  hi  dwir  own  dty>  but  so  fitr  aa  ordeia  to 
distant  pRmneea  eoDld  be  eflectaal  over  ^  acltnttve  r^^ona  of 
Spanish  America. 

As  ^  eoeny  advaaeed  towards XSadb,'^  beat  palviots  of  Spain, 
retreating  before  him,  naturally  took  reAige  witlisn  tlwae  debneea, 
uud  u  bddy  was  assembled,  of  the  most  respectable  and  honourable 
characters  which  Spain  contained ;  a  class  of  men  who  naturally  felt 
that  an  assembly  of  uieichants,  however  respectable  their  charactere 
might  be,  or  however  qualified  to  protect  the  local  interests  of  their 
city,  were  very  ill  adapted  for  the  regulation  of  those  important  af- 
fiurs,  which  included,  within,  their  purview,  the  delicate  state  of 
twelve  millions  of  transatlantic  Spaniards,  among  whom  diseontents> 
already  existing,  were  likely  to-  be  incKased  when  anljeet  to  the  power 
of  a.body,  whose  lint  feeliiig  waa  oappesed  to  be  jealaasy  of  the-  . 
aanneicialinonopolywlnidktiiey  bad  long  eifloyed.  It  wna  filt  that 
^  eopnection  with  Gfcat  Briftain,  on  which  so  inwdi  depended,  coiild. 
ooly  be  aeenred  by  a  g^vanuneiit  natioiial,  and  not  locaL  It  waa 
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lOBiMiibcfBil^  tbit  bBftwc  tiw  cwtlop  of  dfeB  Miilnl  JuuU^  wfani  tlho 
dKftfent  provinon  were  ruled  their  praviiuaal  Juntas,  iSM  Britiab 
guvenuneBt  had  fidt  diflioQliicB  ia  die  way  of  granting  asaistanoe. 

that  were  only  removed  by  the  fonnatioB  of  •  aopreme  power, 
which  the  whole  of  Spain  would  obey. 

The  ^veight  of  these  consideratinus  was  felt  by  those  patriots 
who  were  cuilected  here,  ami  their  attention  \vas  sedulouhiv  turned 
to  the  subject.  The  dilhculiies  to  be  surmounted  were  considerable. 
It  WW  necoMary  to  select,  for  the  exercise  of  supreme  power,  such 
naea  «e  eiijoyed  a  oharacter  for  probity  and  potnotiBm  above  all  sus- 
pidoii.  It  «M  Moeaeaiy  te  qipaiiit  inen  iHm>  waia  iH>t  unplkated  m 
the  aelBabnefls,  or  the  treecfaeiy,  of  the  kbdy<-dSapeiMd  J«irt»;  aoch 
as  woold  bo  filaly  to  ooocifiatB  iidiabkMils  of  Aneriea,  end  yet 
net  dugnettlkeciliMcis  of  Cadiik  Abe«e  all,  it  m  radfapenaiUe 
that  the  appointmentaahoiildhKve  each  an  appeuanco^Jottkeiit 
tiieir  fModatioo,  that  die  ather  pfovtnoee  m  anna  i^aiint  Fnmee* 
■noli  ae  CSataloiua,  VakacSa,  Marina^  and  Galfiaa,  and  dw  ^tant 
dominions  of  America,  might  rect^ise  ita  aathori^,  and  submit  to 
its  power. 

It  is  pnucipally  owing  to  the  intelligence,  the  patriutifsai,  and 
disinterestedness  ot'  Jovellano?*,  that  these  difficulties  have  been  sur- 
mounted. Those  tugiiive  meniljers  of  the  Junta,  who,  ho\\e\er 
iiBi^dle  when  in  jxiwcr,  detested  the  French  usurpation,  had  col- 
bolad  in  the  Isle  ^  Leon.  Those  who  were  traitors,  had  eitlier 
jninad  the  voumy,  or  fled  to  hide  themselves  irom  the  indignation  of 
their  coantryifaak.  The  smatt  ntobMr  oeHeeted  here  still  wished  to 
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tlie  pom  ihej  lad  been  fimnd  kioipabl*  of  irioUSaj^  mai 
«oitid  have  ffjwidaed  k  if  die  gcMnl  wriiiwwt  hod  oot,  on  dm  fini 
attempt,  oonTOiMd  them  Ast  no  ooiMbmo  -woo  iJooecl  ni)  and  no 

obedience  would  be  paid  to  them.  Jovellanofl,  one  of  their  htxJy, 
avaUeil  liunself  of  the  occasion  to  puiiit  out  ihc  nccesf^jty  of  devolv- 
iiit^  tliLMi  |j<)\\  ei  u!)  other  men,  in  wbum  the  people  mi^ht  repose 
coufidcDcc  ;  and  strenuoasly  urg^  that  neither  himself,  or  any  other 
9»ember  of  the  Junta,  should  be  appcanted  to  the  offioo  of  R^eot 
The  influence  of  Mr.  Frmpo^  tfie  Britisk  Munater,  was  exerted  te 
e&ok  tbia  kajabk  puipooo }  avd  baiog  aiq^ported  by  all  «be  viftaouo 
Aigitives  who  had  fled  luther»  diia  Mmnant  of  the  Jonta  wee  pfe« 
failed  on  to  aelioi  five  mea,  of  know*,  and  a^pewed  integfity,  into 

one  of  the  first  acts  of  this  new  executive  body.  ^  vf»3i 

The  appfiihtnieiit  ol'  tlK--«.^  iiu  n  \v;is,  however,  acquiesced  m  rather 
than  ajiprovedj  aiui  »u»|>icuiii»  were  felt,  il  ndt  lUtcrcd,  that  the  im- 
pure !«imuTc  frnni  wbeooe  they  emanated  would  be  mure  injurious  ihili 
beneficial  to  the  cause  of  Spain.  Their  president,  the  Bishop  of 
Orense,  bad  been  long  revered,  within  his  diocese,  for  hU  pietj^ 
his  integrity,  and  his  heoevolenoe*  The  infliienoe  of  his  neine  watf 
•0  great,  that  when  M  mat,  in  pmeeation  of  the  pluas  of  Biri)iia<» 
parte,  attetapted  to  ooncifinte  some  of  the  meet  icapecldde  duuno-' 
ten  in  8pain^  this  prelate  was  adeeted  as  one  of  the'fint  objecfa  of 
hie  scdnction.   A  letter  was  addressed  to  him,  iu  flafterii^  alid  oon- 
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dlktii^'tarlaa;  lihe  aim  oC  vtheuh  ^vm,  to  attMch  bim  to  1b«  paid- 
WW  of  F^Mwe^  With  irirtamw  mdignatum  hp  icpeUe^  the  attempt 
on  his  patfiatum,  paUuhfld  Aa  fledactife  letter,  and  aecnmpanied 
it  wilih  a  )pffo4eat  against  die  interierenoe  of  Fiance,  and  a  aeakme 
eachortation  to  hiaflodc  to laeietall  attempts  fliat  might  be  made  to 
keaen  ^ir  regards  to  tikeir  OMmlry,  ov  diaeolve  dieur  allegianoe  to 
tilieir  legitimate  eovereigni  This  oondoct,  followed  up  by  a  series  of 
actions,  aii  directi  d  to  the  same  eud,  the  independence  of  hb  country, 
pointed  him  out  ;is  one  of  the  most  proper  pem>n8  that  could  be 
:»ekcted;  and  the  appointmeut  has  given  the  most  general  aatis- 
fectioD. 

Cast^oa,  another  of  the  K^ents,  is  too  well  known  to  you,  by 
vhat  I  have  already  communicated  relatiiig  him,  to  need  my  saying 
more.  Saavedra,  notwithstanding  his  age,  still  displays  his  firmneai 
and  hie  patiiotism ;  and  the  last  daya  of  the  existence  of  the  late 
gdvemment  at  Seville,  gave  the  beet  prools  of  bb  dbinterattedoeofc 
Inetead  of  securing  his  valnahle  private  piopertf,  by  semfing  it  .  to 
this  dty  tor  aafidy,  his  tiine  was  occupied  in  «^ltnSng  the  popolaee, 
in  pieeerring  pufalie  leeoids^  and  the  paUie  treasvre.  And  as 
dtere  was  a  scarci^  of  iresBeb,  that  whidk  he  had  bind  tor  the  cm* 
baihation  €f  his  own  eflfeds,  was  devoted  to  the  purpoee  of  emba^ 
ing  the  public  property. 

Eficano,  another  of  the  regents,  was  known  at  Madrid  as  a  man 
of  applicatiou  in  tlic  office  he  held  as  the  minister  of  manne ;  the 
duties  of  which  he  exf  cuted  with  assiduity  and  fidelity  ;  but  being 
better  known  among  the  respectable  fugitives  than  among  the 
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natives  of  Andalusia,  the  appointmeDt  has  been  acceded  to  rather 

wished  for. 

A  penon  of  the  name  of  De  Leoa,  of  whom  I  can  learn  nothing 
inw  nominated  as  the  fifth  regent  fiat  the  appointment  not  being 
agreeable  to  the  Junta  of  Cadiz,  he  was  aet  aside,  and  Lardizabal 
finally  i«td«d  in  the  offioe.  This  man'a  pntenaioiia  are  principalljr 
feonded  on  die  ctrdunatanioe  of  Ua  ha,viDg  been  aalacted  in  Anmica 
88  a*  deputy  to  the  CSoitea ;  md  bmg  frvonied  by  die  peefle  of 
Gadts,  who  suppose  be  will  leaiat  all  attempts  to  give  to  Aneriea 
that  freedom  of  eommeree  whidi  iStuij  dread,  he  haa  been  nomi- 
nated rather  to  ooncilitate  them  than  from  any  known  ehaiacter, 
either  for  talejits  or  patriotism. 

After  the  members  of  the  central  Juiita  had  yielJfd  up  their 
power  to  the  Regency,  it  ■n'as  necessar)'  to  exercise  all  the  influence 
of  the  British  name  before  Mr.  Frvre  could  prevail  on  the  Junta  of 
Cadiz  to  submit  to  their  authority.  The  spirit  of  monopoly  to* 
wards  America  was  alarmed ;  the  dread  of  looing  their  newly  ac- 
qimed  power  was  excited;  and  only  the  firmness  of  the  British 
Mimster  oonld  have  obtained  acqnieecence  in  a  plan,  which  waa  in* 
daqwombly  necesaary  for  the  aeenritj  of  what  yet  remaina  nnsob* 
doed  of  Spun,  Ibr  the  eombSnadon  of  those  parts  of  the  conntiy 
Wider  cme  head,  and  especially  frr  the  management  of  thoee  pecu* 
niary  supplies  whidi  Amenoa  waa  expected  to  fimnah.  Ihraa  daya 
of  intrigue,  of  ^scnssien,  and  of  deBberation,  were  occupied  be- 
fore the  Regency  was  acknowledged  as  the  supreme  power :  and 
I  tbmk  there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend,  that,  notwitbstand- 
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tag  thor  acquiescence,  ilft  Jantn'iif  Codb,  iMtli'hi  cwrpwiiioa 

spirit,  will  attempt  to  exercise  an  influence  over  the  R^enocy, 
which,  it  it  docs  not  deprive  them  ol  p  iwer,  will  so  cramp  them  in 
the  exercise  ut  it,  tli.tt,  instead  oi  being  tiie  euprente,  they  wiJl 
become  the  subordinate  body. 


Digitized  by  Google 


LI^TTERd  i-HOM  SPAIN. 


LETTER  LVI. 

nmuKCB  or  nift  tsnicH  imo  ct.  UAxft  — >  nturART  namatives— ^ 
uiuno         or  not  «vmta  or  Cadiz. 

CADIZ,  FSB.  1810. 

XhB  tVendi  Inve  at  Iflogdi  nado  tfaor  AppeuBiim 
•Ueftiw.  OnUie  Ally  liny  altered  PoitStMwy'a,  at 
ar  lliey  wbtb  cxpectedi  ilioie  inhalniaiiti  who  Twre  afloat  in  bosli  ui 

the  river,  as  soon  as  the  head  of  the  column  was  visible  on  the  hill 
above  that  city,  moved  doT^m,  and  the  appniach  of  the  enemy  was 
made  kno^vn  here  by  the  crowds  of  small  craft  u  liich  were  standing 
across  the  bay ;  the  arrival  of  which  annou^ioed  the  izitelli|peiice  more 
decidedly. 

Ab  it  was  of  the  utmost  importanoe  that  every  boat  sboidd  be 
lemoved  from  the  opposite  shore,  and  no  means  left  foe  the  eneniy  to 
fionitraci  a  flotilla,  cnooiii^eiMiit  had  been  Ih^  oat  to  iJm  owneri 
of  aaian  veeide^  toiqpablutber  whmthe^  aoUlda 
atCradoa  had  lieen  pod  to  die  feriner  prafiMaione  diat  eoowkfalile 
dWiwiltiee  and  delaya  oecmrcd,  before  the  jwople  who  had  escaped  in 
ihem  oeold  obtain  piermianon  to  land  even  on  die  wharfr,  and  they 
ime  Inder  die  necessity  of  remaimng  ia  the  open  boats,  expoaed  ta 
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this  indemency  of  the  vnaAer,  till  the  Junta  ooold  6nd  leinira  to 
jaane  the  neoesaaiy  orden  for  their  landing. 

As  soon  as  the  enemy  entered  the  city  of  St  Mary's,  thdor  first 
efibrt  was  to  seenre  die  boats,  whidi,  fertimately  ibr  the  defenoe  of 
Cadis,  had  all  escaped.  A  party  of  horse  belonging  to  the  Dnke  of' 
Albuquerque's  army,  were  the  only  troops  in  the  place ;  after  some 
sli^iht  skirmishing,  they  retired  over  the  bridge  of  boats,  across  th^ 
river  Sautl  Petri^  which  they  immediately  destroyed,  and  retreated  to 
Puerto  Real.  The  French,  with  their  accustomed  celerity,  have 
poshed  their  parties  in  every  direction.  A  body  of  English  seamen^ 
onploye^  in  completing  the  destruction  of  St.  Ciithariue's  fort,  were 
Burprised  before  their  work  was  ended,  and  with  diffieuhy  escaped  to 
Uie  shipping,  leaving  behind  them  thnr  gunpowder  and  ihtuttniik^ 
OdierfVeneh  parties  have  estaUislwd  thonselvas  -on  tfaa.-fnsni  of 
Fort  Matagbfda,  the  nearnt  batt^'  to  Cadis,  and  are  ahewlf 
cndcafooring  to  oolleot  i3»  roiiied '  materials,  widi  which'  to '  reroon-^ 
straet  the  Ibrtifioations ;  and  should  they  soeeeedj  ihey  wiU^  dboh  ha 
enabled  to  andoy  the'  shipping,  and'  in  sdbie  slight  degree  'the  tky 
itself ;  since  the  engineers  calculate,  that  wiA  Ac  larg^est  land 
niiirtars,  they  may  be  enabled  tu  throw  shells  to  the  laud  gate  of 
Cadiz. 

The  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  rc-estabhsh  themselves  in  Mata- 
gorda, have  been  gallantly  resisted,  both  by  the  British  and  Spanish 
naval  forces.  An  oki  80-gan  ship  is  moored  near  it  as  a  floating 
bnttery,  arid  an  incessant  cannonade  from  her,  as  well  as  iinmi  the 
English  gun  boats,  is  k^t  vp,  the  object  of  which  seems  to  be  the 
deniolition  of  the  new  woihs  which  the  enemy  oonatnict  wilfatn  the 
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•ruins.  The  sound  of  this,  added  to  the  caqkkmons  which  aie  made 
by  the  destnictioQ  of  the  buildings  on  the  gJtuHa,  at  first  impressed 
.•wfvlleeUiigi'on  the  noind,  bvt  it  ooon  beeame  fiuniliar ;  and  ivnr, 
«Aer  tfarae  or  fear  daji  haiut.  It  is  totally  dianguded. 
.  .  The  wml  of  Gencnl  Bowea  aod  Gdonel  Campbell  from 
■GthnKarf  who  am  the  fofieramiem  of  troops  howiy  expected  irom  that 
linrtraaB,  and  the  inteUigence  from  JUsbon,  that  three  BritSflli  and  one 
PartogoMe  regiments  were  emboxked,  and  muted  only  a  lair  wind  to 
<come  here,  have  added  to  the  seourity  which  Albuquerque  had  in 
part  aflforded,  and  the  people  feel  as  confident  of  their  safety  as  if  no 
cnemv  had  readied  tlt  ir  outworks  ;  and,  indeed,  if  uo  grenter  force  is 
collected  than  is  at  present  employed  in  the  attack,  there  can  be  no 
apprehension  from  the  enemy;  the  greatest  danger  must  arise  from 
the  supeKflnoiis  population,  now  increased  by  the  mtmerous  fiigitiTes 
who  havte  resorted  hither  for  refuge  from  the  surrounding  country : 
^heae  may  produce  such  a  scaircity  of  provisions,  and  eq»edaUy  of 
jvater,  as  to  lead  to  the  ultimate  snrmider  of  the  plaoe^ 

Whilst  the  spttth  of  Portugal  and  the  coast  of  Gmsiada  is  nnoccu^ 
pied  the  enemy,  fruits  and  vcgetofales,  the  principal  subsistence, 
inll  be  brought  in  abundance ;  and  the  numenms  American  ships, 
loaded  with  grsin  and  floor, 'in  seardi  of  markets,  will  naturally  find 
iStuar  way  to  this  port,  ao  long  as  spede  continues  in  suffident  quan* 
tilies  to  pay  them ;  but  with  no  commerce  but  that  whidi  depends  on 
l^toB  isolated  city  itself,  with  no  resources  but  those  contributions 
which  may  arrive  from  America,  and  with  iiitk  hujjc  uf  intercourse 
with  the  surrounding  country,  I  anticipate  such  a  scarcity  of  money  as 
ipmst  produce  a  scarcity  of  food.    The  supply  of  water  is  at  present 
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sufficient  for  the  inhabitants,  because,  at  this  season,  the  lains  have 
filled  all  the  cietenie  of  the  faouei  of  iodivMliiaby  but  when  the  waim 
weath^  of  eaminer  shall  mire,  I  loiow  not  in  what  meaner  Ibe 
•aperabiindant  population  can  be  furnished  with  diat  indispenselik 
artiele,  especially  if  the  tntereottne  by  water  between  lStu»  city  and 
the  Isle  of  Leon  be  interrupted  by  the  enemy  when  they  hnve  eto* 
ceedeH  in  eistablishing  themeefvee  at  Fort  fiffatagorda. 

Ill  ordiijiuy  tiaiLs,  the  population  of  Cadiz  uiuounts  to  80,000 
souls,  and  that  of  tlic  Isle  of  Leon  to  ahout  40,000.  The  garrison 
and  the  fugitives  are  supposed  to  amount  to  50,OUO,  aiid  the  sailoia 
and  prisoners  to  near  30,000 ;  so  that  about  200,000  people,  cooped 
up  within  the  defences  this  plaee,  must  be  provided  with  Ibod 
alto|Sether,  and  with  water  in  part,  by  msans  of  shippbg^  at  an 
eiqpenoe  very  ill  to  be  borne,  when  diat  eommeiee  to  wbicii  thej 
ibmiedy  trusted  is  destroyed,  by  the  suspension  of  aU  intcreouiac  widi 
the  continent.  The  Junta^  if  they  have  the  power,  have  hitherto 
discovered  litde  indmatioa  to  remove  the  usdees  i^alntants  ;  per> 
haps  from  the  difficulty  of  finding  an  asylum  where  they  would  be 
received ;  and  perhaps  in  some  degree  from  a  dread  of  losing  their 
popularity' ;  for  this  attention  to  popular  feeling  is  now  carried 
to  the  extreme  of  weakness,  and  threatens  to  incapacitate  the 
inhabitants  for  the  vigorous  defenee  which  must  become  neces* 
sary. 

There  are  two  goveniments  here,  whose  views,  if  not  diametrically 
opposite  to  each  other,  are  yet  suficiently  at  vaiiance  to  indicate^ 
that  no  long  period  can  dapse  befiwe  they  must  dnsh  with  each 
other,  and  ^ther  terminate  by  general  snbfecdon  to  the  enemy,  or 
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hf  cm  tnbinktiDg  to  the  other.  I  have  already  described  to  you  the 
mode  hy  vrfilek  the  J«nt»  of  wu  elected ;  and  eve  ee 
faeeiepietenlXkii  of  the  feefii^  views,  and  uilenrtB  of  diiecitjrt 
ea  could  by  any  means  have  been  ooUscted,  but  they  lepreseot  onfy  tku 
tUy,  with  its  local  prejocKces,  ks  merramtlle  sfnrit,  and  its  monopolizing 
frapeDsities.  After  their  vim  wnmedialf  seeqrity,  their  most  eaumsst 
and  anxious  dcsm  is  the  eontmaanoe  of  out  dovunon  over  Amenoa 
which  has  rendered  that  extensive  continent  a  colony  of  Cadiz  rather 
thau  of  Spain.  Without  the  means  of  benefiting  by  this  tloininiou, 
without  power  to  enforce  subiiiis^iiou,  and  without  disposition  to 
concihate,  they  still  entertaia  the  expectation,  that  twelve  miUions 
of  men  beyond  the  Atlantic  will  yield  that  obedience  to  Spain,  now 
Spain  is  incloded  within  this  confined  nook,  which  they  anwiUingly 
paid  when  she  was  in  the  plenitude  of  hor  power. 

The  revenues  duKved  from  the  costom  house  of  tlus  city  are 
claimed  by  thaJanla,  as  w«U  as  the  tteasuneqiectedfrcimAniei^  ' 
and  i^»f  dras  wish  <n  have  the  coirtnnd  <tf  eveiy  department,  nnee 
the  dvpoml  of  the  p«hlie  niom7  wonld  cesato  an  Influenoe,  greater 
than  wDtf^  Bqienej  cvald  powaBst  withont  it  The  Regents  ave 
certainly  men  of  aM»eeoIai;gad  views.  In  thear  contemplation,  Cadiis 
is  only  important  ae  the  point  wheie,  in  most  aecoxity,  they  can 
«ontme  dieb  f^ans  for  the  Hbnmtion  of  the  ifst  of  Spain ;  whauB 
they  c«n  best  maintain  their  intercourse  with  England,  and  most 
eflfectmdly  draw  those  pecuniary  supfilics  wliu  h  America  is  expected 
to  furnish  in  aid  of  the  conimou  caiise.  Tliey  are  not  imbued  wiih. 
that  spirit  of  monopoly  which  looks  only  to  immediate  and  locM 
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gain ;  and  do  not  conceive  that  llie  inhaUiantB  of  Anerifia'  wSi 
submit  longer  to  diose  leBtrictiioDS  which  they  have  Indierto  only 
borne,  becaoae  they  have  been  annieed  with  dekwive  hopes  that  diey 
would  soon  be  removed* 

Two  powers  thus  differing  in  their  views,  must  cease  to  act  in 
unison  ;  more  especially  as  the  Juntn,  with  a  love  of  newly-.-K  nuired 
power,  thou«i;h  hy  ackuowlcdging  the  llegency  they  have  ;it  know- 
kJged  their  sujxifiority,  have  already  demonstrated  a  Kti  onM  tendency 
to  act,  It'  not  adversely,  at  least  independently.  It  is  hard  to  say 
^hat  effect,  in  this  coocussion  of  interests  and  feelings,  may  be 
produced  by  the  fxmdliatmy  conduct  of  a  British  minister,  backed, 
'as  ha  will  be,  by  a  gSRisoil  saflkient  to  awe  iirto  sabmisdon  either  of 
the  parties  who  may  act  with  iashnaes^ 

It  was  scarody  to  have  been  ei^wcted,  diat  those  gslhnt  savioitfa 
of  this  ci^,  whO}  tinder  tin  oondnct  <tf  Albnqiwrqiie,  have  pnserved  it 
ftom  destmcdon,  shoold  have  been  the  fint  to  fcal  dke  eflbets  of 'die 
jealousy  of  the  two  roUng  bodies.  Th^anived  hflfo  almost  dcrtitale 
of  dothing,  and  Ihongh  repeated  applicataoBS  have  been  made  to 
the  Junta,  to  supply  them  widi  what  their  pressing  necessities 
demand,  they  are  still  in  nearly  the  same  want  as  when  they  first 
artivod  ;  whilst  the  Junta  liave  seven  hundred  pieces  of  cloth 
adapted  for  their  use,  but  which  are  withheld  till  it  is  settled 
whethiT  the  Regency  or  the  Junta  arc  to  have  the  controul  over 
the  finances ;  and  if  they  should  fall  to  the  disposal  of  the 
Regency,'  the  Junta  expect  to  ^in  a  profit  by  selling  the  cloth  to 
that  body. 
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After  this  single  Suit,  which  may  be  depended  on,  no  leliaooe  can 
be  placed,  no  hope  can  be  entertained,  that  such  a  heterogeneous 
mixture  of  antboiity  as  now  exwts  within  this  city»  will  be  able  to 
adopt  any  great  or  enlaiged  ejatem  of  polic^^  either  with  regard  to 
what  remaiBs  onanbdned  of  Spain,  or  what  is  also  of  importance  to 
the  dQIferenC  provineet  of  America. 
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ARRIVAL  OF    BRI  risiU   T&OOPd  AT  CADIZ  — ■  PASSAGE  UOMK  —  ARRIVAL  OFr 

rORTSMOt'TU. 


OM  BOA»  TAB  PBUIAM  »L0Or  OF  WAR, 
MOTIIBBBANK,  MARCH  I8IO. 

Whilst  i  am  detained  here  to  perform  quarantine,  which 
is  necessary  in  consequeiK  c  <:>i  the  vessel  in  which  I  am  arrived  having 
been  in  the  Mediterranciui,  1  will  narrate  to  you  the  last  OCcarreDces 
before  I  left  Cadiz>  and  the  few  particulars  of  my  voyage.  The 
day  we  tailed,  a  fleet  of  tnuuports  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Cadiz, 
having  on  board  between  three  and  four  thouaand  British  and 
Fortagneae  troops,  who  wete  reonved  by  inbabitBnfB  wifh  die 
loudest  aodainatioiis,  and  the  most  VMIj  expiesnoas  of  joy. 

The  French  had  previously  shewn  themselves  at  all  the  different 
points  whidi  there  was  a  poMibifiiy  of  attadking ;  but  it  wms  ctthor 
widi  a  view  to  reeoimoitre^  or  to  distiact  the  attention  of  tiie  besieged. 
Some  apprehensions  were  entertained,  that  a  serioiis  attack  would  be 
niude  nt.ti-  the  ciuuth  of  the  river  Saati  Petri,  in  which  if  theeuemy 
succeed,  thev  will  be  able  to  reach  Torre  Gorda  on  the  isthmus,  and 
separate  thu  troops  m  the  Isle  of  lieon  from  those  in  the  city  of 
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Cadis.  To  oppose  sodi  mi  atten^  Cdood  Absaiedo'a  t^pmatitf 
n^ich  bad  at  lengdi  been  fimittbed  widi  mmkete,  was  tnarched  to 

tbat  point,  wbich  was  further  strengthened  bj  gun-boats  placed  iu 
the  mouth  of  the  river";  these,  with  the  fort  there,  are  deemed 
sufficient  securities  ;  and  now  there  is  a  British  garrison,  the  iaha- 
hitauts  will  oinaider  themselves  in  a  state  of  safety,  and  probably 
aoon  8Uik  into  their  accustomed  apathy,  onlesa  the  more  formidable 
approaches  of  the  enemy  shall  again  rouse  diem  to  exertSoo. 

Acoonling  to  the  opinkMia  of  nUitBiy  men,  there  are  two  points 
of  attack,  at  ^mIi  the  «iemy,  if  m  great  ftice,  may  poaaiU  j  saooeed 
m  didr  attempt  on  Cb£a ;  one  is  at  Saoli  Petri,  should  they  be 
enabled  to  pass  the  river ;  die  other  is  from  die  Canal  of  TVoea* 
devo,  near  BAatagorda,  where  a  fiodUa  may  remain  in  security,  and 
from  whence  a  laTowable  wind  might  bring  them  in  ten  minutes  to 
Pnntales,  within  the  new  battery  on  which  so  much  dependance  it 
placed,  the  guns  of  which  would  then  be  turned  by  the  entui)  against 
the  land  gate  of  Cadiz.  Tliis  u  oulii  lu'  a  mo'it  hazardous  plan,  and, 
if  unsuccessful,  would  bring  inevitable  ruin  on  tlie  attacking  force. 

I  have  now  done  with  Cadiz  and  with  Spain,  and  shall  only 
inform  you  of  the  occurrences  of  the  passage  home,  which,  from  the 
politenesa  of  Captain  Colqntt,  has  been  as  pleasant  aa  the  accommo- 
dations of  a  small  vcssd  would  allow.  After  leaving  Cadis,  we  had 
fi^t  and  unfttvoumble  winds  for  two  days,  in  which  time  we  had  not 
reached  Cape  St  Yinoent ;  when  near  diat  cape,  a  stotm  commenced, 
which  continued  two  days,  and  drove  us  in  die  direcdon  exacdy 
opposite  to  diat  which  we  wished  to  take.  "When  the  storm  had 
abated,  the  wind  continued  adv  erse,  and  uitcr  having  been  seven  day.s 
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at  sm,  we  further  fimn  Knglwd  tban.  whaa  w  Mt  Chdiz.  I^t 
Capian,  lu^Yitev^r^  matiqi^e^  atandipg  on  quo  task,  bei^g  ptnaajM 
that  by  raonbg  tp^  ^  Wfatw^id,  «a  ahoqU.  cwUh  •  md.  from  tlMt 
^uaitec  which  would  carry  ua  to  England  ^njth.«  ni|i<fity  tbat  wovU 
S^oce  tbap  cuiupcuaate.  iinr  diQ  tiBM  wa  badleatj,  «md  in  lUa  porw 
aaaaion  tha  event  fully  justlBed  Um,  Ibc  whan  are  ware  u  latubarfa 
36  md  longitude  14  20,  after  a  <lay  of  calm,  we  caught  the  westerly 
wind,  at  6rst  gcutle,  but  aiiuivv.iiiit>  giaJuaily  liicreabiiig  till  i| 
became  o-  frc&h  breeze,  wbicU  ca^rricd  us  £ur  iaar  days  al  the  rale  uf 
one  bund  red  and  ei<^hty  miles  iu  tb^  twenty>ibiij  boiUB*  aod  bfoag)^ 
ua  glgcUy  within  sight     the  Sciliy  light-hous^ 

On  oof'  paasage,.  \Ke  cliased.  and  ^oke  several  vessela,  mostly 
AlQeiicana».  and  one  Spaniard ;  aa      hoi^itiad.Pmiidh  colours,  th«is 
alfirm  woa  aqoaaeded  by  ^  «%ht  agtpreaBipna  af  joy,  vhe«  tfaej  finiad 
iRere  ii(iamda^  and.  not  th»  mtkm  wboaa  oakwfa  w«  boce.  In 
cmpHJig  up.  tb^  BrittaK  Ghannnl  laa^  tqghit,  an  aqmy'a  priwitear,  « 
laxge  Ing^er,  nyiataluqg  ua  far    marcbiinl^'veaiaW  ap^nacbady  with 
an  eidnfent  deaigp  to  boaidj,  and  waa  wilUb,  imaket  ahot  bafont 
aha  waa  ^Katspvared;  whan  aba  fnond  harinialake,  by  tha  discharges  of 
musketry  and  oC  cannon,  as  soon  as  they  could  be  brought  to  bear, 
she  lowered  all  her  sails,  uml  wc,  iuiagming  she  had  struck,  ceased 
firings  uiid  uitemptcd  to  tack  in  urder  to  take  possession ;  but  the 
Persian  not  answering  her  lielm.  the  Frenchman,  with  great  alertness, 
again  hoisted  his  sails,  dctermiuiiig  to  have  a  fair  chace.    As  suoii  as 
hnd  the  vessel  i^boat^  by  wearuagi  we  pursued,  and  she,  being  to 
windward,  and  lying,  nearer  the  wind,  gained  slightly  on  us.  Xha 
diace  oontinned  faiv.  hours»  with  ci»nataat  filing  of.  lonnd.  and  gjeapa 
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shot,  but  T  lieKeve  widi  Btde  efifect ;  till  at  mklini^ht,  being  'near 
Guernsey,  and  fearing  to  run  on  the  Caskets,  wc  rcliiK^uislicd  the 
pursuit,  and  retired  to  rest. 

Tills  morning',  when  I  rose,  we  \\ere  at  the  hack  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  Just  below  Steephill,  the  elevation  of  which  appeared  tame 
ftfter  the  mountains  of  liiforvieU&f  Granada,  and  Ronda,  which  I  have 
BO  lately  vieweiL  At  noon  we  reached  this  anchorage,  where  we  must 
wait  with  patience  till  ocden  airive  fion  London  for  our  liberation 
from  qnanutine. 
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LOKDON,  FEB.  I4,  I8II. 

A  YEAR  has  ehpaed  aiooe  I  left  Spain,  during  that 
period,  the  peninsula  has  oontinoed  to  adiibit  the  mngnlar  spectacle 
of  two  nationsi  amall  in  pcnnt  of  popuhtioo,  weak  in  lewNunoeB,  and 
destitute  of  that  warlike  reputation  whidi  diatingudied  tiie  mon- 
ardbiea  of  Austria  and  Pnusia,'  opposing  the  progress  of  France, 
dieclung  the  conqueror  in  the  midst  of  his  boasted  iritiinphs, 
and  keeping  in  suspcnce  his  mighty  project  of  universal  dominion. 
Tiieir  armies  have  hcen  dispersed,  their  chiefs  deposed,  their  ge- 
nerals dismissed,  and  their  fortresses  takm  :  yet  the  resistance  of 
the  people  is  not  lessened,  their  detestation  of  their  enemies  is 
not  changed  into  servile  fear,  nor  their  lamentations  for  the  fate 
of  their  country  into  appteliensioiis  of  subjugation,  or  a  disposi- 
tion to  yield  obedience  to  the  oppressor.  The  situation  of  Spain, 
ao  diflfefent  fimn  tiiat  which  baa  been  seen  in  die  poweiM 
kingdoms  of  tiw  Nortii,  where  depeodaooe  waa  placed  on  well 
appointed  battalbns,  and  not  on  the  love  of  the  people  ibr  th«r 
country,  or  the  hatred  and  animomty  they  bore  to  its  enemies,  is  one 
of  the  dearest  demonstrations,  tiiat  popular  mmgy  and  popular 
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feeling  are  more  powerful  bulwarks  against  an  invading  foe,  than  the 
best  ittacipliiiefl  armies^  or  ^  most  complete  ^etem  of  militaiy 
tactics. 

I  am  fiff  Irom  nndnvalniog  the  asiistaiiee  we  baveaffoided  to  tlie 
cause  of  Spain :  an  army  of  forty  thoroaml  Botjeh  troops,  nnder  such 
a  genenl  as  now,  for  tlie  honour  of  fing^bnd,  commands  in  Portn^, 
most  be  esteemed  a  most  powerful  and  beneficial  aasbtance.  It  has  pre* 
jienteda  point,  to  which  the  chosen  troops  of  li»  enemy  have  been  at- 
tracted, to  which  the  efforts  of  his  ablest  generals  have  been  directed, 
and  in  order  to  conquer  which,  the  other  parts  of  the  peninsula  have 
been  drained  of  his  best  forces.  The  provinces  of  Catalonia,  Valencia, 
Murcki,  and  Galicia,  have  tlius  had  time  to  strengthen  their  armies. 
The  dispersed  parties  of  %varriors  iii  the  nitei  ior  liave  had  opportunity 
to  collect;  the  spirit  of  insurrection  has  heen  nurtured;  and  the  hope 
of  final  success  kept  alive.  But  if  the  hopes  of  Spain  had  been 
destroyed  by  the  dispersion  of  her  armies ;  if  the  capture  of  her 
citiee  and  her  towns  had  subdncd  the  spirit  of  the  country ;  if  the 
aevere  snl^ngs  of  the  peasantry  had  reduced  them  to  a|^y  fov 
mercy  to  the  victors;  would  this  smaii  nomber  of  British  warnora, 
with  all  their  diidpline,  and  all  dieir  oonrage,  have  been  able  to 
vrithstand  the  numerous,  the  overwhelming  forces,  which  France 
has  destined  to  combat  diem  ?  Coidd.  British  anna,  deprived  of 
that  powerful  aid  ududi  opemtes  without  edat,  which  in  the  obscurity 
of  local  patriotism  acquires  no  fome  beyond  its  own  district,  but 
which  creates  distrust  and  terror  in  the  enemy,  have  made  that  firm 
stand  which  has  lately  been  displayed  ?  Arc  not  we,  is  liut  Llurope, 
then,  indebted  to  the  persevering  habits,  to  the  patriotic  feelings,  to 
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the  everiaating  h«kmi  of  Vmuoti,  wludb  animates  tha  people  of  fi^n  f 
Iloes  not  the  only  hope  fit  milised  man  depend^  in  a  great  degree, 
on  that  resistance  to  France,  oS  whidb  Spain  has  exhibited  the  most ' 
persevering,  if  not  the  most  briHiant,  examples  ?  And-  if  Spain  be 
conquered ;  if  she  be  so  conquered  as  to  yield  no  resistance  to  the 
oppressor  (for  I  shouUl  uot  consider  the  expulsion  ul  the  British 
armv,  the  dispersion  of  lier  own  regular  truoj)^,  aTid  the  capture  of 
all  her  strong  towns,  as  a  con(jatst),  what  prospect  remains  to  the 
continent  but  the  lengthened  contiuaance  of  tliat  gloomy  despotism^ 
which  threatens  to  bury  in  darkness  ali  that  has  elevated  the  chamctei^ 
of  mnn  ? 

It  is  then  to  .^pain  we  most  look  ibr  oonttnned  oppoution  to 
^Vanoe  J  her  shoqjd  our  most  streMoas-assisianoe  be  a^Knsded,  and 
eyery  atimnhis  pveaented,  so  long  as  libere  remains,  a  point  by  whicdL 
we  oMi  maintain  an  Jnterooiuse  with  ber  people.  ■ 

Feeling,  as  I  do,  the  wannest  attachment  to  the  cause  of  Spain, 
and  the  highest  respect  for  the  nation^  I  deplore,  with'  most  sincere 
gi  ici  ,  (be  wretebed  state  of  4ie  government,  and  lament  fliat  such  a 
nation  and  such  a  cause,  should  be  committed  to  the  inanagenic^it  of 
weak,^  selHsh,  and  intriguing  rulers;  to  men  actuated  by  local,  not 
national  views  of  policy  ;  whose  narrow  conceptions  have  produced 
miscliief  in  Spnin,  and  kindled  a  ilaine  ui  America,  which,  prohably, 
notliing  will  extinguish  but  a  total  separation  from  the  parent  state. 
I  feel  no  pleasure  in  the  recital  of  their  nuaooudnct,  nor  any  sensa-* 
tions  but  those  of  mortification  and  f^^t,  in  relating  those  paltry 
sttbterfi^es,  those  monopolising  measorea,  by  which  they  haye  at- 
tempted to  dupe  America  i  but  whicfa,  having  beea  easily  detected,. 
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bave  induced  tivut  cowatsy  to  dbdahn  die  fower  of  the  gtwemvient 
ik  Gtadisx  end  eieet  in  her  difiemnt  proviooea^  tempanaary  system* 
whidi,  whilp  tkey  keep  alxve  tbe  spirit  of  loydfy  to  thdr  nonarchy 
induce  the  people  stedElj  to  lesist  the  lestrainti  fay  tyhidi  the 
oantSnvBDce  of  tbeif  subjection  ii  attempted* 

ThfltAmoricen  dominions  of  Spsin  oontain  a  populatiiHi  of  ttrdvtf 
million  souls ;  of  these,  two-  thirds  are  the  ahorigines  of  the  Gontiiu!»t» 
iivhose  ancestors,  after  the  Gouquest  of  the  countr)',  became  subjects 
of  Spain,  converts  to  its  rerifj|;ioii,  and  obcdicjit  to  its  laws;  and  the 
present  race  is  so  famlliarlzod  tci  fhe  manners  and  language  of  the 
conquerors,  as  only  to  l>e  disUugm^lied  by  their  complexion  and 
features  ;  there  are  indeed  some  parts  where  the  Indian  race  is  more 
insulated,  and  in  others  totally  unmixed  with  Spaniards;  these,  how*' 
ever,  are  only  exceptions  to  the  general  descriptioo.  Tile  negro 
slaves  are  a  small  body,  in  many  parts  not  one  tenth,  in  othen^  eo 
in  the  kingdom  of  New  Granada  and  in  Chili,  not  a  twentieth  part 
of  the  inhabitants;  but  in  the  ialands*  and  in  Venezuela,  the  proportio» 
is  mnch  grestev.  The  sexnal  interoomae  betwixt  Spaniavdi  and 
the  Indisn  and  "Stgto  faoeSf  has  been  always  moie  oonsidegable  than, 
in  the  eoSooieSi  founded  bj  BngUmd ;  and  hence  has  arisen  a  mueb 
greater  propordom  of  those  mixed  laeee  denominated  Miistees  and 
Mnlattoes,  who,  after  mixing  mdi-  tbe  descendants  of  Europeans  ibr 
three  generations,  acquire  the  name,,  and  become  entidedr  to  the- 
privileges  of  Spaniards.  Hence,  thotigH  in  the  tables  of  Spanish 
-Vuiencaa  population,  the  S|>atiiartiii  are  estimated  as  one  sixth  ol  the 
whole  pe()]>le,  in  the  estimation  arc  iocluded  those  of  the  mixed  rtice 
who  enjoy  the  rights  of  Europeans. 


Digitized  by  Google 


400  POSTSCRIPT. 

Tlie  Spani«rd»  aie  ^vided  into  the  Creoles  and  ihe  natim  <^ 
Europe ;  and  tlie  latter  are  undentood  to  amoont  to  one  twentieth 

of  the  former,  or  one  hundred  and  twentieth  part  of  the  whole  popu- 
lation. Yet  to  this  small  body  was  cmrubted  the  sole  power  of  the 
government.  Tlie  most  lucrative  offices  in  the  state,  and  the  best 
benefices  in  ihe  church,  were  filled  hv  them,  whilst  the  Creoles, 
natives  of  the  soil,  and  possessed  of  the  largest  property,  were  kept 
in  a  state  of  comparative  degradation.  The  policy  of  the  court  of 
Spain  had  prevented  the  intercourse  of  all  foreigners  with  thwr 
oolonies,  a  proliibition  which,  having  1)ecn  adopted  l)y  the  other 
European  nations,  was  not  a  subject  of  complaint,  till  the  inde« 
pendance  of  British  America  excited  the  eager  desire  for  privUeges  -n- 
milar  to  those  winch  ituir  ndghhoiirs  enjoyed :  this  denre  was  in- 
eraased  by  the  sitoation  in  wludi  they  were  phioed  by  the  long-pro- 
timcted  war  with  Enghuid»  during  the  continnance  of  whidi,  die' 
diflicolty  of  maintaining  an  interooarse  with  die  mother  oonntry  was 
so  great,  as  to  separate  them  from  all  but  casual  connection. 

^e  same  policy  which  forbade  intercourae  with  fbrei^ers,  wns 
extended  to  tliLir  ai^ricuUuic  and  their  inlnes.  To  sustain  the  vine- 
yards and  ulive-gimlens  of  Spain,  the  inhabitants  of  America  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Ancles,  wore  prohibited  from  malting'  wine  or  oil,  and 
to  promote  the  manufactures  of  the  parent  state,  the  mines  of  iron 
and  lead  with  which  the  country  abounds,  were  forbidden  to  be  ex- 
plored ;  and  so  far  trare  these  restrictions  carried,  that  in  some 
instances  th^  were  fbrindden  to  navigate  their  finest  rivers. 
-  Tlie  numerous  tribes  of  Indians  complained  bitterly  of  the  capi- 
tatioo  taxy  not  so  mueh  fipom  its  amoniit,  as  from  the  great  power 
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It  gam  to  file  inlivklqds      odbetad  it^ 

to  lemove  dieu  fiom  ihdr  mlive'  tonvns  to  iBttuit  pbce^  w  ivdl 
M  to  imwliae  farioiM  other  oppreifliiim. 

'ni»einlierB  cf  inmirTBc&ni,  wbidi  had  heen  iittotiierad  hi  Srala 

Fee  de  Bogota  and  in  Caraccas,  were  not  extinguished,  and  atk 
uoshapen  mam  of  discontent  was  gradually^  but  silently,  increasing 
in  every  part  of  Spanish  America^  at  the  period  when  Buonaparte, 
by  his  attempt  lo  secure  the  throne  of  Spain  to  hia  family,  created 
the  revolution^  and  excited  feelingd  in  the  breast  of  every  maa  who 
^poke  the  kiDgange  of  Spain,  which  have  hitherto  frustrated  hi* 
cxpeotationaw  The  flatne  of  iiberty  which  had  spread  throng  tho 
pitniiiiMifaj  was  quddy  extended  to  Amenca,  whan  the  whole  coo- 
tbonV  aa  if  aooaiBted  m  eoininoiL  flool^  mteiated  vowa  ef  attadip 
ment  to  Sp«m»  deimuiced  thveata.  of  mgcanee  to  the  agento  of 
'P^anoai  and  opened  an  mtowouiaa  with  die  eoloniea  of  £nglan«i^ 
#MMNit  waiting  he  die  formafitSea  of  peace.  Thdr  internal  eom- 
plaints  were  silenced,  and  Creoles,  Spaniards,  anti  Indians,  forgetting 
every  former  animosity,  vied  only  with  each  otln^r  in  the  strongest 
demonstrations  of  hatred  to  France,  and  tlie  firmest  resolutions  to 
support  the  cause  of  the  jaouarch  whom  Baeu^Murte  had  insulted 
and  deposed. 

When  the  revolution  bioke'out  in  Spain,  and  that  kingdom  was 
ruled  by  Provi«eiBl  Jontaa,.  none  of  thoe^  bodiee  claimed  dw  rig^ 
.of  legiwlating  Ik  Amenca ;  none  of  ihen  aflected  to  eieraao . 
«o!veieigiily  oyer  that  ooontfy,  ov  deeoMd  tfaenaelTee  men  entitled 
to.anoh  power  dian  to  antfiottty  over  tibm  breduw  in, the  a^^binin^ 
fAovineai. .  IWf  .we  bodtefrlbni^  .hy  die  will  of  tho  paofle  of 
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Spaiig^  ^^mhigmefolrthote  aSedn  justified  such  H  choice}  bnt  ili 
lio  legitimate  sense  w^re  they,  or  did  tfaey  affect  to  be^.tho  atnttngat 
of  Spun  and  of  the  Iiidi^  When  the  MoetaitieB  of  the  ooontrj  lei 
ttflHtki&wni&m  of  die  Cfenftal  Jon4»,  that  body;  compoMd  of  and 
delejgMed  by  ih«e  po^rinculaaaeidUies,'  ma  ccrtsmly  entitled  to  ao 
powfer-beyood  Ast  vAdcfa  Its  oonstitnents  dieiiiBelves  iKweeaod,  and 
tb«$Mfere  bad  no  fight-to  oebsider  the  Ame^tkm  iniuny  other  Hghi 
*hati  as  fellow  citizens^  and'  not- subjects.  When  tlie  Central  Junta 
assumed  the  name,  and  adccted  to  exercise  the  rights  of  the  captive 
Ferdinand,  tlic  language  used  towards  America  wii3  flattering  and 
soothing  ;  promises  were  made,  that  their  complaints  should  be 
attended  to,  tlieir  grievances  feilressed,  and  their  privileges  eitteaded  { 
that  ^he  Gortcs  should  be  as^mbled,  in  which  America,  no  longer  as 
tfoolenyj  bnt  as  an  int^;nl  part  of  Spain,  dionld  be  repaieecnted  fay 
'^hqRutfee  choaen  from  hridf.'  Thwe  pnnmses,  thoag^-  pediapa  nnde 
tvifli  shioere  intentibne,  weie  not  ipaUead ;  and  nlm  the  aabridle 
body  which  made  them  was  dbpeceed,  AaMa  wae  kft  nHhont  'eiif 
elbrt  having  beea  tmede  in  it»  lavMir,'  c«r  any  attentUm  httvtng  been 
peidttfitffsktntidtt.'  •  '* 

The  patriotisro  of  America  never  relaxed  ;  the  difficulties  of 
Spain,  instead  of  damping  the  ardour  of  that  country,  only  stimu*- 
lated  it  to  »till  further  efforts,  and  millions  of  dollars  from  Mexico 
and  Peru  were  poured  into  the  treasury  of  the  parent  state.  "■ 
'•'  The  dispersion  of  the  Central  Junta,  the  temporary  assumptioB 
'of  power  by  the  Junta  of  Cadiz,  and  th^  creadon  of  a  Regency,  wttt 
events  of  sueh  ra^d  sac^i^smon,  that  .the  ^^teitttet  pains  were  taken  to 
prevent  .the  Aflietietfae^'fi^  beeoorii^-  ae4«idntB4  wkh  4hettv  4iV 
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Midi -a^'Oolintf  coaldbe  given  to 'the  ppttoediings,  as  raigbt  iodnoe 
.1km  to  rtbttn  ^  firm  allegiaiioe  wlndi  ihej  had  faithetto  nianifatod.' 
The  Junta  of  Gndts,  wfdi  aeamiiiig  leffxd  to  its  noiiopaify,  detuned 
vKTf  vend  bound  to  die  weateiii  wadd»  tiU  dicy  M^posed  thdr 
own  fepveeentation  iof  the  ooennenoea  woidd  be  mede  pikibfic  dlere. 
Their  piecentions,  bonover,  woeniutindling ;  die' mteUigpnaoe  .Mushed" 
Ainetyfc  in  tte  Mel  oolow,  end  die  iwlmhita^te,  fiom  one  end  «f  dud- 
'Vwt  eonfiaent  to  the  other,  nw  die  neoeeeity  of  providing  for 
themselves  the  means  of  government,  and  not  depending  on  those- 
whom  chance  nitltcr  than  munt  liutl  placed  at  tliL'  In, -ad  of  aflfairs. 

The  Kegeucy,  tliougli  ai^knowlcdged  as  the  supreme  power  by  the- 
people  of  Spain,  hy  their  British  alUes,  and  even  by  the  Junta  of 
Cadiz,  was  soon  taught  that  it  was  subordinate  to  that  corporation  of. 
monopolists.     A  law  was  decreed  by  the  fUgents^  grantiq^  to> 
America  the  privil^es  to  which  it  wejb  jqetly  entitled ;  the  decree 
entered  to  be  printed,  previous  to  its  promulgation,  and  the  jealousy^ 
of  the  Jonia  im  theieby  idndled  to  iniy.  .  The  thieato  they  heji^  01^ 
eo  opnwted  on  the  Begente,  dwt  die,  deoKce  w^i^sviTOWcd*  ^d  the 
eecretary  wbo^  by  didr  otder,  bed  ddtyered  it  to  the  printer,  Mwa. 
ghwn.iip  to  the  vengemee  of  die  Jiwta,  ^ho  have  immnred  h||i  in 
«  prieon,  wfaeie  he  sdil  ba^gotafaee  in  siditwy  confineniefft,  imithout  a 
my  of  hope  diat  ai^  ennuoation  into  hU'eond^ct  ivill.ever  take 
place.    Having  thus  snbdind  the' Regents  to  thdr  authority,  on  the 
svibject  which  occupied  their  principal  views,  they  were  disposed  to 
ka  \  I  them  in  ^Kissession  of  the  shadow  of  power,  lest,  if  the  Cortes 
should  assemble  and  succeed  them,  they  might  be  foiiud  a  les^ 
tractable  body. 
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Bwry  oiNtede  WKt  lkanm  in  the  iv«j  of  ■■iwnWh^  tlia  CoilMy 
iMfth  by  tiw  Regente  abd  ike  Jwila  of  Oftdis-;  uid  whctt  Midi  a 
mmilier  of  depiitiM  faad  oolketed  as  mi  snfficSfliit  to  fatm  m  qwnmiii* 
diey  weM  afiand  lo  assamUe,  isU  tiie  nannuioe  of  n^port  fimn  tine 
Britiffh  niniflter,  and  of  ptotoctioii  fimn  the  Btidah  ganiiQn,  oini*< 
irinced  them  they  might  meet  tndioat  ftaor  of  molestatioti.  When 
they  did  assemble,  they  talked  in  a  tone  of  high  authority ;  displaced 
the  Regents;  appointed  others  in  their  place,  debiited  mid  iissucd 
proclamations  in  favour  of  the  freedom  of  the  press  and  the  hherty 
of  America ;  and  aflfected  to  display  a  su|>eriontv  to  the  narrow  vicwb 
and  selfish  prejudices  of  the  city  of  Cadiz  ;  but  as  the  Coi^vention  oi 
France  yielded  to  the  Commune  of  Paris,  so  has  the. Cortes  of  Spain 
aabnitted  to  the  Junta  of  Cadis :  the  decree  in  favottr  of  the  liber^ 
Of  the  pieas,  has  temuoated  in  appointing  licensers  from  their  own 
ix»dy  i  and  that  for  ffmg  fMedom  to  Amcralias  been  to  fritteied 
sway  \sy  mdMeqaent  ngakXaaoMf  as  to  psodnoe  no  eflect  beyond- 
Aat  of  eonnninng  the  Americans,  ihatnSief  will  netrcr  be  aflbded 
Asm  by  any  power  in  Spain  winch  is  wider  the  bAwnoe  eCtfae  citjr 
of  Cadis. 

Daring  the  coarse  of  the  past  year,  in  every  clmnge  of  circnm- 
stances  in  Europe,  the  Junta  has  constantly  directed  its  viem  to  the, 

retention  of  the  dependence,  and  of  the  monopoly  of  America;: 
dieir  system  has  been  sUlavii  in  the  appointment  of  such  men  to 
the  different  offices  of  authority,  botli  civd  and  milltan',  as  ueie 
most  servilely  devoted  to  their  interests.  Vt nc-rLS,  who  first  ingra- 
t>atsd  himself  with  this  corporation,  by  submitting  to  their  authority 
whttst  St  wss  yet  m  embryo,  has  been  reRvarded  by  the  highest  ap^ 
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}piiuAtaaA  to  which  a  subject^  in  any  oonatry^  em  wto  pmaotod. 
Hib  mloy  Uteno  is  alnott  an  ababliite  toveicigii  over  fiire  tiul^ 
Uooi  of  peopk^  wideigoj^  a  nveana  ooBuneamiiate  to  hi*  pom; 
aad  tUb  bas  'Imii  the  neb  ivitaid  «f  hia  aabMrnmdy  to  tiie  mre  of 
Hha  Jontoof  Gndis.  Akmbas  batn  iqipcuitadtooiniaHaidiaOi^ 
aiid  the  oAiooa  of  the  navy,  §ar  ihe  difleicDt  atotions  in  Aaieneai 
liave  lieett  edected  from,  among  ihom  vibo  have  fftterad  moit  cmSi- 
ally  into  the  feeling  of  Cadiz.  '   "  * 

AttLuipts  to  ciiiortL'  iiutliority,  by  those  who  are  destitute  of 
power,  always  terminate  in  their  own  disj^ce ;  and  t]\v  futile  en- 
deavours to  obstruct  all  intercourse  with  Caraccas  and  with  Bueoos 
Ayres  have  only  served  to  render  tlie  Buropean  government  moie  con- 
tonqitible  in  the  eyea  of  the  Amerkaoa,  and  to  nntte  those  peopl^ 
ioore  firmly  togBtfa^.  , 

•  NodiiDg  ean  be  nuiio  abeofd,  or  mom  unjust,  than  ilie  ea^ecla^ 
itieo,  tiiat  die  extonrive  tenitories,  peopled  by  Spnbnnb^  in  ^ 
ivesforn  hemispheie,  shoold  submit  to  die 'Cortes;  wbo,  vvhilsttfaey 
aie  siNsmblBd  within  the  defences  of  OuSa,  can  never  bis  snppOsed  to 
act  Init  in  consequences  of  impalses  given  to  them  by  the  Junta  of 
tliatci^^.  The  people  of  Arnica  we  not  represented  in  the  Cortes, 
for  <fae  snppleans,  purporting  to  he  representatives  of  tliat  conntry, 
.were  not  chosen  by  tbera;  nor  have  they  in  general  any  common 
feelings  with  them  ;  and  if  they  coukl,  by  any  strained  coaception, 
be  considered  as  their  representatives,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  expected 
that,  whilst  the  whole  asBcmbly  is  notoriously  under  the  influence  of 
Cadiz,  -the  Ameriosns  will  obey  the  orders  which  ai^  emanato 
4iDm  sttch  a.soiirce.  •  .  .  *      ,  .  ,  
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It  impoasiliie  to  look  -mmmk  the  Atfontic  'witlumt  focfing 
keeoest  aiudety,  and  ttfibOtiidag  the  mbBt  painful  apprehenaioos* 
that  a  ciYil  war,  of  no  ordioary  degree  of  ftvbctty,  may  spread  itiel^ 
oyer  that  intmtii^  oonnixyy  and  long  oontinne  to  deaokte  U» 
fiurest  provlnoet;  that,  m'die  contest  betnreen  ihe  finropeans  aiid 
the  Creoles,  the  wild  bands  of  Indians  may  he  called  in  ns  auxiliaries 
by  the  weaker  party,  and  scenes  of  horror  and  dcsohi  tion  he  produced, 
at  the  prospect  of  which  humanity  shudders.  But  whatever  n)ay 
hereafter  be  the  fate  ot  those  distant  countries,  the  imbecility  of  the 
Central  Junta,  the  selfish  and  narrow  views  of  the  Junta  of  Cadu^ 
find  the  timid  condoct  of  the  Cortes,  which  has  sabmitted  to  its  in- 
fluence,  on^t  alone  to  answer  for  the  dreadful  oonaeqimifles.  If  the 
attainment  deawnatrated  byAmenea*had  be<ai  met  by  veiy  modwatft 
conoeaMone  on  the  part  of  dioae  who  raled  in  iSfpain,  die  Enh^aana 
and  CSieolea  would  hate  united  in  tiior  aflRvts  to  anoconr  tlie  parent 
statoi  aa  long  aa  her  ezertionB  ahonld  have  oontimicd;  and  woaM 
have  afforded  a  peaceable  aqrlum  to  faer'peqple,.  if  Spiun  ahoold  he 
conquered ;  whereas,  hy  the  contests  that  have  been  introdooed,  die 
pecuniary  succours  will  be  suspended,  and  a  country,  destroying  it- 
self by  intcstiiiL'  divisions,  offeis  little  inducement  for  the  natives  of 
Europe  to  repair  to  it. 

In  viewing,  however,  the  present  situation  of  a  B  a  Irs  iu  Spanish 
America,  it  is  some  consolation  to  know,  that,  among  none  of  the 
parties  which  agitate  that  country,  is  there  any  tendency  to  concilia- 
tion with  France  j  that  the  detestation  of  her  poUtic8«  and  the  ani- 
mosity to  her  name,  perv  ades  all  ranks  and  classes  of  society ;  and  if 
any  of  the  officers,  who  have  been  placed  in  aathoritjr  by  the  Jonta^ 
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diould  hereafter,  in  the  event  of  Cadis  heing  captuied,  wish  to  re* 
tain  a  connection  with  that  ci^,  when  under  French  domiinony  the 
nntvenMl  voice  of  the  people  would  firuetiate  ihsar  views,  and  pro- 
bably vint  them  with  all  the  teverity  of  popular  vengeance. 

The  part  which  Great  Aritwn  should  act  in  due  critical  aitoation 
is,  of  all  others,  die  most  ^fficult  to  point  out.  The  Creoles  are  the 
avowed  friends  of  British  intercourse,  and  look  to  this  country  for 
support  and  protection  :  the  Europeans,  without  any  hostile  iVt^hngs, 
are  probahly  more  solicitous  to  preserve  their  superior  pmileges 
than  to  cultivate  an  intercourse  with  us,  and,  perhaps,  the  anxit  ty 
discovered  by  the  Creoles  for  British  connection,  may  make  their 
opponents  more  averse  to  it.  If  we  interfere  prematurely,  we  may 
produce  incalculable  mischief  to  the  cause  of  the  Peninsula ;  and  if 
we  delay  too  hn^  we  riiali  be  the  meana  of  increasing  and  pra>' 
longing  the  sufferings  of  America.  It  reqiures  the  utmost  consadeia* 
tion,  and  the  coolest  judgement,  to  give  a  right  in^vlse  to  the  afiaim 
of  Spanish  America  j  and  I  trust  those  whbee  duty  it  is  to  direct 
the  impulse,  will  act  in  such  a  manner  as  to  lead  to  die  tranquilfity 
of  diat  country,  to  healing  its  divisiona,  apd  to  a  lasting  and  bene* 
fidal  connection  with  Great  Britun. 
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Co|iy  of  a  Letter  horn  Sir  A.  Welleslet  to  the  Marquis  W£ll£sl£Y. 

Mr  LoBO,  Merida,  August  Mih,  1809. 

I  HAD  the  lionoar  of  i«oeiviiig.lait  night,  at  BMeUinj  your  Ex- 
eelleQfifidwpalch  datMi  the  M  'mrimU  - 

'  From  all  that  I  have  heard  of  the  itate  of  the  Government  at  Seville,  I  am- 
not  surprised  that  they  should  have  been  astonished  and  alanrer!  ^vheu  they 
beard  that  I  had  nt  last  determined  to  adopt  the  meamie  which  1  h^d  so  fre- 
quently informed  them  1  should  adopt 

Although  I  was  desirous  to  avoid  as  long  as  possible  to  witiidnw  intolNir* 
tugal,  andoerluiily  mMined  in  the  position  upon  Hie  Ti^gna  es  long  ea  it 
waa  ]iieetiedble,  and  loiieer  probehlftbui  weeoouiiteot  with  the  anxiety 
whidi  I  have  always  felt  for  the  wellare  and  comfort  of  the  troops  plac^  under 
my  command,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  having  been  compelled  to  withdraw,  it 
becomes  a  question  tor  serious  consideration,  wbetlier  any  circumstances  should 
now  induce  me  to  remain  in  Spain,  and  to  hold  out  hopes  of  further  co-ope- 
niliioB  wf  tb  the  Speouli  traopa^  to  be  fhscidetl  on  iprottBds  vciy  diflfemit  fton 
4hoae  whkb  wen  to  kid  to  e  daeiMon  whether,  beiiigioiiwd  in  oo-operation 
with  the  Spanish  Army,  I  ought  or  ought  not  to  separate  from  them.  I  b^ 
to  lay  rriv  ideii^  upon  this  point  before  ynur  Excellency,  and  to  request  the  ' 
aid  of  yuur  superior  judgment,  to  enable  me  to  decide  upon  it  in  the  manner 
which  will  be  moat  beneficial  to  the  national  interests. 

¥rbea  the  two  Aniiei  wove  joined,  this  implied  engagement  existed  be* 
•twcenAem,  theteakMngeedwefienlioMweffecoiidocfeedfy  ' 
-they  were  to  <ontfamei»«hopemtioB, 

o 
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I  should  not  have  considered  myself  justified  in  separating  fiom  dieSpmish 
Army  unless  Portugal  should  evidently  have  required  the  protection  of  ^ 
British  Army,  or  unless  the  Spanish  Armv  should  have  been  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  adopting  a  line  of  operation,  to  follow  wliirh  would  sejiarato  me  from 
Portugal,  or  unless  driven  as  I  was  to  separate  by  uectssity,  or  unless  the 
%Nnit*h  Army  had  again  behaved  ao  ill  «•  «  military  body,  as  it  did  in  its 
ahamefal  flight  from  the  bridge  of  Arzobiapo. 

I  conceived  this  last  case  would  havi-  made  it  so  notorious  that  it  waaMcea* 
•inn,-  for  me  to  M^p;>rih' ;  that  I  had  determined  that  it  should  iudure  a  sei>a- 
ration  equally  with  the  occurrence  of  any  of  the  other  three;  and  I  should 
have  stated  it  broadly  and  fairly  as  my  reason  for  withdrawing  the  Britisli 
Army  fiom  all  cotoimunicttion  with  a  body  endowed  with  qualities  aa  soldiera 
in  •  (fagree  ao  &r  tnierior  to  themsdves. 

Your  Eicdiency  will  observe  that  my  conduct  in  continuing  with  the 
Spanish  Army  would  have  been  guided  by  a  &ir  view  of  our  reciprocal 
situation,  and  by  a  consideration  of  what  they  might  consider  an  ene^agement 
to  act  with  them,  as  lontj  as  it  was  consistent  with  the  orilers  I  had  received, 
to  consider  my  Army  applicable  to  the  defence  of  Portugal ;  with  which 
orders  the  Spanish  Government  are  fully  acquainted. 

At  tiie  present  moment  however  I  bav«  been  coropdled  to  sefwrate  from 
the  Spaiuah  Army ;  and  the  question  now  ii«  whether  I  shall  plaoe  myself  in 
CO-ojieration  with  tliein  again. 

The  first  point  which  1  should  wish  your  Excellency  to  consider  is  the  dif- 
ference of  reasoning  by  which  the  decision  of  this  question  must  be  guided, 
from  that  which  I  have  above  ataled  would  haweguidcd,  and  did  in  (Swt  guidenw 
in  the  decision  on  the  other ;  in  that  one  I  considered  the  Armies  to  be  under 
an  implied  engagement  to  each  other,  not  to  separate  except  on  certain  de> 
fined  or  easily  definable  grounds:  but  in  this  case  there  is  positively  no 
engagement  of  any  description  ;  there  h  none  in  the  treaty  Ijetween  His  Ma- 
jesty and  the  Spanish  Government:  there  is  none  implied  or  expressed  by 
roe ;  indeed  the  argument  would  lead  the  other  way,  for,  His  Majesty  having 
oflered  the  Spanish-GovemmOit  the  Mrvioea  of  his  Army  upon  certain  con- 
ditionsj  the  conditions  were  refbsedj  and- it  must  have  been  understood  that 
Hia  Majesty  wouM  not  give  the  ud  of  hia  Army ;  and  aooordingly  Uia  M«p 
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jesty  has  never  orderpH,  but  has  only  permitted  n\c  to  carry  on  such  opcratiout 
in  Spain  as  1  might  tUiuk  proper  upon  my  own  responsibility,  and  as  were 
consistent  with  llie  ttfety  of  Portogal. 

The  question  tlien  comes  before  ine  lo  lie  decided  as  ft  new  OM^  whether 
I  tball  join  in  co-opention  with  the  Spanish  Army  again. 

I  must  here  take  into  consideration,  as  I  did  upon  the  first  ocrasion,  the 
objects  of  such  co-ojjeration,  the  means  which  exist  of  attaining  those  objects, 
and  tlie  riaks  which  I  shall  incur  oi'  Iu&»  to  my  Army,  and  of  losmg  siglit  of 
Portugal,  for  the  defence  of  wbidi  country  the  British  Army  hwfaeen  sent  to 
the  PeniaialiL 

The  object  held  ont  in  your  ExceHenejp^s  dispfttdi,  and  which  I  consider 
as  only  the  first  and  immediate  object  (for  I  am  convinced  your  Excellency 
must  look  to  ofiensive  operationa  as  soon  as  the  means  will  be  pre|»rBd  for 
them)  is  tlie  defences  of  tlie  Guadiana.  * 

Upon  this  point  I  must  inform  your  ExceU^cy,  that  in  my  opinion  the 
Guftdknft  is  not  to  be  defended  by  ft  weeker  Army  against  ft  stvonger.  It  if 
ftfdeble  in  veiy  many  places,  and  it  affiirds  no  poaition  that  I  know  of  r  and 
the  result  of  withdrawing  the  Spanish  Army  from  its  present  position  to  that 
which  has  been  proposed  to  your  Excellency  for  them,  woold  be  to  eipoBft 
them  to  be  def^ted  before  I  could  assist  them. 

The  Spanish  Army  is  at  this  moment  in  the  best  position  in  this  part  of  the 
oountiy,  which  they  ou^t  to  hold  againat  any  force  which  ean  be  brought 
•grintt  them,  if  they  can  hold  any  thing ;  as  lung  as  they  otmtinue  in  it  they 
cover  eflectually  the  passages  of  the  Guadiana,  which  they  would  not  cover 
by  the  ado})tion  of  nnv  other  position ;  and  their  rf»treat  from  it  in  case  of  ac- 
cidenUi  must  always  be  secure,  there  is  no  chance  of  their  being  attacked  by 
superior  numbers ;  I  have  r«won  to  believe  that  Soult,  as  well  as  Ney,  has  passed 
AnM^  die  nuMintaini  mto  Gaatille,  and  tfiere  lemamt  only  Mortier**  ooi|» 
and  two  divtnona  of  Victoi^a  m  Eatvemadurft,  die  total  of  vbadu  force  cannot 
amount  to  25,000  men. 

The  subsistence  of  ilip  Spanish  Army  in  their  prect;ntpontton,  particularly 
now  that  we  have  withdrawn,  cannot  be  very  dithcult. 

Upon  the  whole  then  I  recommend  that  they  should  remain  in  their  present 
pomtion  M  loi^  as  posaihl^  tending  away  to  Badajos  the  btidgie  of  boati  whidi 
ia  atiU  oppotite  to  Alnuwaz. 
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Arrording  to  this  rp«<!nni!i(f,  it  docs  not  appear  to  be  necessary,  and  it  ni 
not  very  desirable,  that  the  British  Army  should  be  involved  in  the  <lefence 
of  the  Guadiana.  But  it  may  be  asked,  is  there  no  chance  of  resuaimg  the 
olibiihre?  In  Answer,  I  Ikro  to  obmv^  tluit  aft  prennt  I  aee  none,  and 
lieiiMfter  certtialy  none. 

Your  ExceOeiwf  ii  iftfbrmed  of  the  history  of  the  causes  which  led  to  tlie 
late  change  in  otir  operation.s  ;  from  the  ofTen^tive,  after  a  victorj-,  to  thede* 
fciisi%'r.  llie  same  causes  would  rf-rt^i inly  exist  if  we  were  to  recommence 
our  operations.  The  French  have  a&  many  troops  as  we  liave;  indeed  1  am 
not  oerlihi  that  thcj  are  not  now  mpcrior  to  u«  in  nnmbert,  at  thejr  are  oer*' 
liinly,  at  leaat  to  the  Sfianiah  Army,  in  diieiplinewid  ereiy  mtlitaiy  qnafity. 
Vnleaa  we  could  depend  upon  llie  troops  emplojred  to  keep  the  panea  of  the 
mountains,  we  could  not  prevent  the  French  corps  in  Castille  from  coming 
upon  our  rear,  while  those  in  Estremadum  and  La  Mancha  would  bein  our 
front;  but  I  ceruimly  can  never  place  any  reliance  upon  the  Spanisli  troops  to 
defend  a  pass,  and  I  could  not  venture  to  detach  from  the  Britiah  Army, 
Stilish  tfoopa  in  mfficient  numhen  to  defend tfaepatMs  pfBanoa  and  Pecaleib 
fivieoifwe«oidd,liowever,  by  the  deliaiee  of  tboee  panel,  prevent  the  Enemy 
from  attadking  us  in  the  rear,  we  could  not  prevent  hhn  from  penetrating 
by  the  passes  of  Guadiana  or  Arila,  ;ind  adding  to  the  numbers  in  our  front. 
'  To  this  add,  that  there  are  uu  troops  in  the  north  of  Spain  which  could  be 
employed  to  make  a  diversion.  Blake  has  lost  bii  Army,  the  Mar^uta  da 
Bomana**  is  still  in  Gallicia,  and  he  cannot  venture  to  qnit'  tiie  nioimtaini» 
faanng  neither  eavaliy  nor  artiileiy. 

The  Duque  del  Parque  has  very  few  troops,  and,  as  he  has  shewn  lately, 
he  does  not  like  to  risk  them  at  a  distance  from  Ciudad  Uodrigo.  But  1  come 
now  to  another  topic,  which  is  one  of  serious  consideration,  and  has  consi- 
derable weight  in  my  judgment  upon  this  whole  subject,  and  that  is,  the 
-frequent,  I  ought  to  constant  atid  shamefiil  ihitbehavioor  of  the  Spaiyah 
troops  before  the  Enemy.  We,  in  England,  never  hear  of  their  dttirts  and 
Aights ;  hut  I  have  heard  of  Spanish  Officers  telling  of  nineteen  or  twenty 
actions  o  f  the  <!.  scription  of  that  at  the  bridge  of  Araobispay  an  account  of 
which  1  hf  lifvf  !in<!  never  Ix^en  puhlishtxi. 

in  the  buttle  at  1  alavera,  in  which  the  Spanish  Army,  with  very  triflii^ 
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exceptions,  was  not  engaged,  wliole  corps  tlirevv  away  their  arms,  and  ran  off 
ia  my  presence,  w  hcii  they  were  neither  attacked  nor  threatened  with  an  attack, 
but  frightened  I  bdiore  by  their  own  fire,  I  fofer  your  Enidkncy,  for  evi- 
dnice  upon  thk  tulgeel,  to  Genend  Lualart  otdat,  m  triiieh^  dter  «xtottiiig 
the  gilkntry  of  hu  Army  in  ^neral,  he  decides  hk  intention  to  decimate  the 
mnawaj'^  ;  an  intention  which  he  afterwards  carriod  into  execution.  Wh^ 
these  dastardly  eoidiera  run  away,  tlipv  plunder  every  thing  Utey  meet;  and 
in  tlieir  flight  fnxn  Tahvera,  they  plundered  the  baggage  of  the  British  Army, 
which  me  at  the  inoaifint  bnnrely  engaged  in  thar  ceiue. 

1  have  fhond,  upon  enqniiy  and  from  e^fienenoe,  the  initanoes  of  the  mia- 
behaviour  of  the  Spanish  troope  to  be  so  numeronif  and  those  of  thdrgood 
behaviour  so  few,  that  I  nuist  conclude  that  they  are  troops  by  no  means 
to  be  depended  upon  ;  and  then  the  question  arises  again,  whether,  being  at 
liberty  to  join  in  co-operation  with  those  troops  or  not,  I  ought  again  to  risk 
the  Kin^^  Army.  There  is  no  fbnbt  whatever  that  every  thing  that  u  to  be 
done,  must  be  done  hy  ni ;  andoertainly  the  ftitida  Army  cannot  be  deemed 
sufficiently  strong  to  be  the  only  acting  efficient  militaiy  body  to  be  opposed 
to  a  French  Army,  not  consisting  of  less  tlian  70,000  men. 

UjroTi  every  ground,  therefore,  of  ohit^ct",  means,  and  risks,  it  is  my 
opinion  tliat  1  ought  to  avoid  to  enter  into  any  further  co-operation  with  the 
SpnishArmiea^  and  that  at  att  emits  your  Ej^lency^MuId  anndtohold  ^ 
tothe  Govnmmentany  hope  that  I  woald  oonsent  to  remain  within  the  Spanish 
frontier  with  any  intention  of  co-operating  with  the  Spanish  troops  in  futurCk 
At  the  same  time  I  -^e^'  t^ic  <hffirulty  in  which  the  Government  ma^'  he  place<h 
Their  Army  may  be  -t  iz*  d  w  ith  one  of  those  p»nic  terrors  to  which  they  are 
au  liable,  and  may  run  uii  and  leave  every  thing  exposed  tu  instant  loss.  To 
whidi  I  answer^  that  I  am  in  no  huny  to  withdraw  from  Spain.  I  want  to 
ghre  my  trof^  fbod  and  icfteshment;  aAd  I  sfaafl  net  withdraw  into  For- 
tugil,  at  all  events,  till  I  shall  have  reonved  your  £xodlency*s  aentimettti 
upon  what  T  Itnve  submitted  to  vonr  judgment. 

If  I  should  withdraw  into  Tortugal,  I  shall  go  no  farther  tlian  the  frontier 
(but  for  this  I  should  not  wish  to  engage)  and  I  shall  be  so  near  that  the 
Enemy  will  not  lihe  to  venture  acmes  the  Gmufiana,  unices  he  oomes  hi  veiy 
laiyeAiee  indeed,  leaving  me  upon  his  flank  and  Us  icerj  I  shaUtiierefbrc^ 
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in  effect,  be  as  useful  to  the  Spanish  Government  within  the  Portuguese 
frontier  as  I  should  be  in  the  position  which  lias  been  projwsed  to  3  our 
EsoeUenc>',  and  indeed  more  useful,  as  1  expect  that  the  nearer  I  shall 
novetoForlnga],  the  move  efflaent  I  dudl  beoooie:  at  the  same  time^  that 
by  going  within  the  Portugueie  frDiitier«  I  dear  nqpadf  cntirdy  from  fhe 
Spanish  Army,  and  should  have  an  opportuni^  hereafter  of  deciding  whether 
I  will  co-operate  with  them  at  all,  in  what  manner,  ari'l  to  what  extent,  and 
under  v/iiAt  conditions,  according  to  the  ckn  umstinces  at  the  moment. 

I  have  tiie  honour  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  AftiouE  WsLuauT. 

H.  E.  Marquu  fFdkO^, 
£ge*  ^pG« 


Cbpijr  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  A.  Wbllesuy  to  the  Marquis  Wulesley. 

Mt  Lcmo^  MeHda,  Jvgust  3l«f,  1809. 

The  Spanish  Government  have  btely  aent  fiwwaid  a  large  number 

of  shirts  and  of  sheets,  for  whioh  I  had  applied  through  Mr.  Frere,  for  the 
use  of  the  hospitals ;  I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  if  you 
will  give  clirertions  that  I  may  be  furnished  with  an  account  of  the  expexire 
of  tliese  articles,  stating  to  whom  1  shall  ardac  payment  to  be  made 
Sot  them. 

The  perMNis  who  brought  them  have  ran  away,  with  their  males,  and  I 
am  apprehenMfetbat  I  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  fam  the  shktsaad  the  sheets. 
But  that  »  no  reason  why  the  Squish  Government  should  not  be  paid 

for  them. 

After  1  had  written  to  your  £x(%ilency  on  the  %%iX\  instant,  nine  carts 
arrived  here  from  Seville  loaded  with  biscuit  fur  the  use  of  the  British  Army; 
i|nd  the  carts  are  marieed  as  intended  for  our  senrice.  It  is  very  deniable 
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that  I  should  be  informed  by  the  Government  on  what  terms  iheae  carii  >m 
to  be  imved  into  die  wrvice,  whether  to  be  puidiand  or  hired,  and  tt 
«rhet  fata.   I  pn^ioM  now  tocinploy  tilem  ia  die  removal  of  the  man,  who 

have  lately  been  taken  ill,  to  the  Iiospital  at  Elvas;  but  if  the  Spanish 
Government  should  be  of  opinion  that  when  tlie  British  Armv  will  in 
Portugal,  it  ought  not  to  enjoy  the  advant^  of  the  means  of  trans]  ort 
which  have  been  procured  for  it  in  Spain,  these  carts  shall  be  sent  back ; 
notwithstandingtfaat,  if  the  Gofwnment  and  the  people  of  Portngil  had  acted 
upon  the  same  priocipte  when  the  British  Army  entered  Spain,  the  Army 
could  not  have  made  one  march  within  the  Spanish  territoiy. 

T  ;vm  ver\*  anxious  to  receive  your  Excellency's  sentiments  upon  the  points 
which  I  submitted  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  24th ;  that  j^iart  of  the  Uritish 
Army  (the  cavalry  particularly)  which  had  moved  by  the  road  of  Caceres, 
having  been  pieesed  for  provisions,  and  not  having  received,  by  some  aed- 
dent,  die  notification  of  my  intention  to  halt  here  for  some  days,  had 
mardied  on,  and  had  actually  arrived  within  the  Portogneae  frontier.  !•  Ilie 
mean  Ume  the  Spanish  Army  has,  I  understand,  inarched  to  take  up  its  po- 
sition behind  the  Guadiatc),  and  it  will  probably  arrive  at  La  Serena  this  day. 
Tliis  being  the  case,  it  is  necfssary  that  1  should  ^;;t't  the  British  army  in  a 
more  collected  state,  either  in  Portugal  or  within  tlie  Spanish  ftontier;  and 
as  the  opinions  entertained  in  my  Dispatch  of  the  f4th  instant^  are  strengtiir 
ened  by  reflections  since  I  addressed  you,  I  propose  to  commence  to  move  to 
Badajoz  on  die  day  after  to-morrow,  unless  I  should  in  the  immediate  time 
receive  from  your  Excellency  a  communication  of  your  sentiments  which 
shall  occauion  an  alteration  of  my  opinion. 

The  bridge  which  had  been  on  the  Tagus  near  Almaraz  arrived  here  last 
night,  on  its  way  to  Badajoz.  I  cannot  avoid  to  take  thn  opportunity 
of  dnwing  your  E«DeIlency*s  atlentioa  to  tbe.ease  willl  which  all  llw  service* 
of  this  description  required  for  the  Spanish  Army,  have  been  performed ; 
at  the  same  time  that  nothing  of  the  kind  could  be  done,  on  the  most  utgeot 
requisitions  of  service  as  well  as  of  htimnnity,  for  the  British  Armv 

When  the  guns  talcen  from  the  Eueiiiy  at  the  battle  of  Talavera  were  given 
vp,  dieiewaa  no  difficulty  abotatdsawii^  them  off;  when  the  British  Army 
laid  down  its  ammunitioa  for  want  of  means  of  ognvqring  it^  there  was  no 
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difiSculty^  about  tranaporting  and  thera  has  been  none  in  providing 
Uie  ineun  to  moan  the  bridga-  fimn  the  ne^bboarhood  of  tbe  Tagna 
aft  AlmaraslaBadajoz.   Tet  the  application  of  tbeae  means  at  my  period  of 

Ae  service  of  the  British  Army,  would  have  relieved  many  of  the  difficuhiei 
«nd«^r  which  we  laboHred.  Rnd  would  r#>rtHinly  have  prevented  its  fsqjaration 
from  the  Spanish  Army  at  the  mointnt  i  r  whi<  h  it  was  mafle.  But  I  In-g 
your  £xce)iency  ta  obsenre,  tluit  aoiong  aJi  the  oflers  wbicii  are  preyed  upon 
iae  to  divide  the  ooatents  of  the  nagame  of  provinoiis  at  TraxilfaH  to 
take  what  I  pbawd  fran  nay,  to  take  the  fdiole  even  at  the  visk  of 
•lanriiigtfae  Spanish' Army;  ofiers,  of  which  I  kneir,  and  explained,  and 
hnve  sinf»e  Keen  able  to  prove  the  fallary  of,  not  one  vvns  even  made  to  assist 
the  British  Army  with  a  cnrt,  or  mule,  or  any  means  of  traiuport,  which 
abounded  in  tlie  Spaiiish  Array. 

Ifaavethe  hoBonrtobe,  &c 

(S^ned)        Aitmvft  WiixMUtr. 

His  Excellennf 
The  Marquis  ff  ellexlty, 
ifc,  ^c. 


Co|iyof  ft  Letter  from  Sir  AftTRintWsLucniTtotlieManittisWuAiaurr. 

My  Lord,  Merxda^  September  \st, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Exct  IIlcu  y's 
private  letter  of  the  Sfith  of  August,  containing  a  a>py  of  Mons.  de  Garay's 
note  of  the  ssth  Aiq^t  and  of  your  £xoellenc/a  amwer  of  the  S8thj  and  of 
your  diapatehea  of  the  30th. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  your  Excellency  concurs  with  me  in  the  opinioni 
which  I  laid  before  you  un  the  34Ui»  and  1  propose  to-morrow  to  eommenoe 
my  movement  from  this  place.  ' 

I  intend  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  Army  shall  remain  within  the  Spanish 
frontier,  if  1  should  be  able  to  maintain  it  in  that  podtioiii  and  I  wiB 
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ipprae  your  Exeellemy  of  the  exact  potitioiit  which  I  shall  ccenfff  and 
hereafter  of  any  change  which  I  ma^  Ihink  it  neeOMary  to  make. 

My  reason  for  wishing  not  to  engage  to  remnin  on  the  Portuguese  frontier 
\a,  that  the  principal  magaziaes  of  the  British  Army  are  at  Abrantesj 
Santarem,  and  Ljafaon ;  and  notwithstanding  the  good  will  of  the  Portuguese 
Cowomeg^  Mid  the  incfinntioa  of  the  people  to  give  as  eveiy  assiaNmce  m 
their  power  r .  Alentego  bong  a  poor  cmmtiy,  I  nigfat  find  it  impossible  to 
maintun  the  whole  Amy  at  such  a  distinoe  lioin  the  magazines  as  the 
positions  which  they  will  occupy  upon  the  frontier.  I  besides  tiiink  that  it  is 
desirable  that  the  Spanish  (Government  sh«>uid  be  induced  to  look  into 
and  acquire  an  accurate  knowledge  of  their  real  situation  conipured  with  that 
of  l2ie  Enenay,  and  that  ibty  should  be  induced  to  make  lodi  an  exertion 
88  will  at  least  piofide  fiw  Aeir  defence  by  thrir  own  means. 

On  this  aoooont,  andas  I  think  I  ought  not  to  involve  His  Afiyesty'i  Aimy 
in  any  system  of  co-operation  with  the  Spanish  troops  for  the  reasons  stated 
in  my  dispatch  of  the  24th,  I  beg  to  decline  to  accept  the  honour  which 
ilm  Ciovernmeut  have  offered  to  confer  upon  me,  of  the  command  of  the  OMps 
of  19,000  men  to  be  left  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

■1  oonM  not  have  aoQepted  this  command  under  any  drenmslanoes  witboot 
His  Majea^'s  pennisnon,  excepting  for  the  time  that  I  should  have  ooosideMd 
teyielf  authorized  by  the  instructiona  of  his  M^jest^a  Ministers ;  or  should 
have  been  enabled  by  circumstances  to  continue  in  co-operation  with  the 
Spanish  Army ;  but,  having  been  obliged  to  separate  troni  them,  and  con- 
sklering  it  advisable  that  the  British  Army  ihonld  not  at  present  enter  upon 
any  system  of  eo-opeiation  unth  Uiem  i^in,  I  cannot  take  upon  myself  tbet 
command  of  any  Spaiush  corps  whatever.  In  respect  to  ofiensive  opentimiB 
in  future,  it  is  desirable,  that  the  means  actually  existing  in  Spain,  of 
the  French  and  of  the  A!lie«,  -ihould  be  reviewed;  and  the  advantages  which 
cadi  Party  possesses  m  the  use  of  these  means  should  be  weighed. 

I  estimate  the  French  force  in  Spain,  disposable  for  service  in  the  field,  to 
amount  to  I95>000  men,  well  provided  with  cavalry  and  artillery }  in  whidt 
nnmberldonotindode  tbegsrrisonsofFnDpdnoai  Ruceiona,  Itc  Ac.  I 
indude  however  .the  corps  conunanded  hy  St.  Cyr  and  Sndtet,.  whieh 
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I  calculate  to  amount  to  32,000  men,  which  tn  employed  in  ArnigoaaiMi 

Cat  alonin  :  and  tlie  remaioder,  being  dO,000  men,  are  in  Castile  and  Estrema- 
dura.  Of  this  number  70,000  men  are  actually  in  the  field  in  the  corps 
of  Victor,  Soult,  Ney,  Sebastiani,  and  Mortier;  and  the  remainder  are 
employed  in  garrisons,  as  at  Madrid,  Escurial,  Avila,  Valladolid,  &c.  &c. 
in  keqping  up  the  oommunicrtion  with  those  plaoci;  eveiy  man  of  whom 
might  be  brought  into  the  field  if  occamon  veqnired. 

In  these  numhen  I  do  not  include  sick  and  wounded,  but  found  my 
<^1riilations  upon  what  I  know  were  the  numbf-r-^  of  the  French  Armv  before 
tlie  battle  of  Talavera,  de<lucting  a  loss  of  10,000  men  in  that  battle. 

Your  Excellency  will  observe,  that  there  are  seven  French  corps  ta  Spain; 
I  believe  there  were  originally  eight,  for  SocheCe  i«  the  8th  corps,  and  each 
ooips  composing  in  itself  a  complete  Amiy,  oo^  to  consist  of  from  30 
tD40j000  flien.  Against  this  force,  the  Spanish  Gorerament  hereabout 
50,000  men  in  the  two  corps  of  Tv^uia  and  Venegas.  Bfake  mny  have 
collected  again  about  6'.000  men,  and  the  Marquis  de  Romana  has  15,000 
men,  of  which  number  1,500  have  no  arms.  Tlic  Duque  del  Parque 
hu  9iO0O  men  in  the  garrtsoni  <»f  Cindad  Rodrigo,  but  he  ia  wiwilltng  to 
deiseli  them.  Bendsa  there'  namhera  the  Britisfa  Army  may  be  redeoned 
ftmn  90  to  SStOOO  men. 

I  am  a\Tare  that  there  are  troops  in  Spain  besides  those  which  I 
have  enumerated ;  but  they  are  not  in  any  mannerj  and  cannot  beconsidered« 
disposable  for  the  Held. 

The  plan  of  operations  must  be  founded  upon  the  rdative  numbers  abom 
slated. 

Btt^  bendes  oomideriBg  the  numbers,-  it  is  necessary  to  adrert  to  the 

composition,  and  to  the  state  of  efficiency  of  these  different  Armies. 

The  French  corps  are,  as  I  have  already  stated,  each  a  complete  Army 
having  probably  a  jj;reater  proportion  of  cavalry,  and  certainly  of  artillery, 
than  they  ought  to  have  for  the  existiug  numbers  of  their  infantry;  Mid  they 
are  well  disciplined  exceUent  tcoopsw  • 

The  Spanish  cofps  of  Venegaa  and  Egma  have  ptobaUy  between  them  net 
IcM  Aan  10,000  catnliy,  which  is  more  tiian  their  praportico ;  and  they  are 
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well  provided  with  artillery.  But  the  oorp*  of  Romana  has  neither  emliy 
nor  artillerv.  an»i  for  want  of  these  arms  is  unable  to  quit  the  mountains  of 
Gallicia.  The  Diique  del  Jftirque  is  unable,  if  he  were  willing,  to  assist  him 
witii  wliat  he  wants. 

Blake**  corps,  I  bdieve,  oomiitB  only  of  infcntry.  Both  in&ntiy  and 
camhy  are  coin|iaratively  unditdplined  s  the  cavaliy  are  tdenbly  well  clothed, 
wdl  armedf  aoooutred  and  mounted;  but  the  infantry  are  not  clothed 
nor  accoutred  as  they  otig^it  to  be,  notwithstan<liiig  the  large  supplies 
of  clothing  and  accoutrements  sent  out  from  England. 

With  these  relative  numbers,  and  adverting  to  the  state  of  discipline  and 
effieienqr  of  the  different  Anniei»  it  wrottld  appear  impossible  to  undertako 
any  oflensive  operatioas  with  any  hope  of  suooess;  mora  particnhriy  adverting 
to  the  local  difficulties  with  which  the  Allies  would  base  to  contend,  and  of 
the  advantages  of  tlie  Enemy. 

I'lie  Enemy  has  it  in  his  power  to  collect  his  whole  force  in  Castile  and 
Estremadura  at  any  point  north  of  the  Tagus  ;  and  can  dispose  of  the  parts 
of  it  in  Ihe  front  or  rear  of  the  Armies  of  the  Allies  as  he  may  think 
proper. 

.  The  Allies  must  move  upon  the  £nemy  in  two  distinct  corps  at  least ;  there 
can  be  no  military  communication  between  the  corps  assembled  in  this  part 
of  Estremadura  anc^that  which  would  advance  from  La  Carolina  throtif^h  La 
Mancha ;  on  account  of  the  chain  of  mountains  on  the  ^^  holt-  of  the 
left  bank  of  the  Tagus,  ftnm  the  Pncnie  de  Minwete  to  the  bridge  of  Toledo, 
the  onlycommmnication  which  those  two  corps  can  hture,  is  by  the  right  bank 
of  the  river  from  Almaraz,  and  by  the  bridge  of  Toledo;  and  it  is  obvious  that 
a  battle  must  be  fought  with  the  Enemy's  whole  force,  and  woa  by  one  of  the 
two  corps,  before  thnt  rommunication  can  be  establi^ht'il. 

This  consideration  was  the  reason  tliat  in  the  late  operations  the  march  of 
Venegas  was  directed  upon  Viana  and  FkMnte  Doenas  and  Aijganda.  It  was 
impossible  to  join  with  Venegas,  before  a  batde  should  he  fiMight  with 
the  Enemj's  whole  force  by  one  of  the  Armies;  and  it  was  thought  best 
to  order  Venegas  to  adopt  such  a  line  of  march  as  should  be  most  (listant  from 
the  combintNl  Armies;  in  relation  to  which  and  the  combined  Armies 
th?  Enemy  could  not  have  taken  up  a  centrical  position,  from  w  hicli  he 
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could  have  had  the  choice  of  attacking  «ither.  The  Enemy  would  thus  have 
been  forrx'd  either  to  il<  tach  to  opj>ose  Venegas :  or  if  he  had  kept  hi«  whole 
force  collected  to  fight  lite  combined  i'oq)s  advancing  from  this  aide,  he  wpuld 
have  lost  Madrid ;  aud  his  retreat  would  have  been  cut  oti'. 

Vencigas  however  did  not  obey  the  oiden  he  i«oeived ;  I  b^eve  in  con- 
nquenoeof  directionafirom  the.  Junta:  inatead  of  bqing  at  AfeaodadoietD 
Madrid  on  the  23d,  he  did  not  approach  ifaeTagiu  tit!  the  2Sth,  where  he 
was  kept  in  chtvk  at  Toledo  by  4,000  men,  while  the  wiiole  Army  weie 
engaged  with  us  atTaiavera. 

These  circumstances  will  shew  your  Excellency  the  difficulty  which 
atienda  the  poaition  of  the  Altiea ;  end  indeed  oi^t  to  ha«e  aome  ioiociioe 
with  the  Speniab  Government  in  their  distribution  of  their  troopa  at  preaent. 

The  French  having  70,000  noen  . disposable  in  Castile  and  Estremadura, 
may  employ  them  either  in  opposing  the  adrvinrr  of  the  Allies  from 
tbia  side,  who  could  not  bring  more  than  from  50  to  55,uOO  to  opjxjsf-  them, 
or  they  would  detach  20,00U  tu  oppotte  Venegas,  and  meet  tlie  AUiea  witli 
50,000.  The  whole  would  thus  be  kept  in  check,  even  if  it  could  be  hoped 
that  one  or  both  oorpa  would  not  be  defeated. 

The  Maiquia  de  Bomana,  ihe  Duque  dd  Fuqu^  Bbke^  &c  oould  affind 
no  relief  from  these  embarraiaing  carcnmstancea,  having  no  cnvaliy  to  enable 
them  to  enter  the  plains  of  Castile,  nor  artilliTv.  ' 

But  even  if  these  Hrst  dillicultn  -  c  nul  l  In  (nerconie,  and  the  Frencli 
Armies  should  retire  to  the  northward,  tlic  uuiul^ers  ol'  the  Allies  would 
be  fiMind  still  more  unequal  to  dMiae  of  the  Enemy.  The  eorpa  of  St 
Cyr  aqd  Snchet  would  then  take  thcnr  place  in  the  operationa;  and  the 
Spanbh  Armies  would  have  no  corresponding  increase.  The  diflkultiea 
however  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  overcome  by  the  means  at  present 
in  the  power  of  the  Spanish  Government ;  they  must  increase  their  troops, 
and  discipline,  eloath,  and  equip  their  forces,  before  they  can  reasonably 
attempt  auy  olFemive  operations  against  the  French  ;  aud  in  the  mean  time 
it  becomes  n  question  how  the  troopa  ought  to  be  diaposed  of.   From  what  I 
liave  already  stated,  your  B&crilency  must  obaove  the  im'povtanoe  of  their 
having  a  strong  Spanish  corps  in  this  part  of  Estremadura.   The  British 
Army  must  necessarily  be  the  fooiidation  of  any  oflinsive  operatioo  the 
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Spanish  doveramtnt  can  undertake ;  and  it  is  diviflin  diat  the  place  of 
this  Armymtntbe-on  the  left  of  the  whole,  imifaig  firom  the  frontien  o£ 

Portug'al. 

If  the  Spanish  corp«  which  is  to  act  with  the  Untish  Army  siiould  be 
weak,'  their  opentiom  aait  be  checked  at  an  early  periods  nid  in  that  caae 
I  iabould  apprehend  that  the  operations  of  the  bfjger  Spamsh  corps  (tti«ctfid 
from  La  Carolina  would  aot  be  very  successfal. 

But  tlic  prosprct  of  the^c  oflensive  ojierations  nray  be  considered  too  dis- 
tant to  rentier  it  reasonabk' to  advert  to  them  in  a  disposition  of  the  Spanish 
Army  which  is  now  about  to  be  formed ;  and  I  woald  therefore  suggest  otha 
gnuhds  for  msommemKng  that  the  Army  in  Estrantdnra  should  no^ 
if  possible,  be  weakened. 

Your  Excdlency  has  observed  that  Soult  entertains  a  design  of  attacking 
Ciudad  Rodrigo ;  which  design,  I  un^rstand,  wasdisciiisod  and  recommended 
by  a  council  of  War  held  some  time  ago  at  Salamanrti. 
'  The  success  of  this  enterprize  would  do  more  misciiiet  than  the  French  are 
itepable  of  doing  in  any  other  manner.  It  would  completely  cut  off  the  onfy 
commimication  the  S^iainsh  Govemnient  hsm  witti  the  northeni  pravinoea  $ . 
wouM  give  the  French  the  pecpetual  possession  of  Gmtik,  4ind  wcidd 
probably  occasion  the  loss  of  the  Boftoguese  fort  of  Almeida. 

I  shonUl  he  desirous  to  make  every  exertion  to  ease  Ciudad  Ro<]rif^o  :  but 
if  £strctuadura  should  be  left  with  only  13,000  men,  it  must  be  obvious 
to  your  EMcUency  that  Seville,  as  wdl  as  Portugal^  will  be  exposed  while -I 
diall  be  removed  from  this  part  of  the  oonntiy.  • 

I  am  much  afiraid,  ftom  what  I  have  seen  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Central' 
Junta,  that  in  the  distribution  of  their  forces,  they  do  not  consider  military 
defence  and  military  oprrttiono,  <'o  much  as  tb^  do  political  intrigue,  and 
the  attainment  of  tritlmg  political  objoHs. 

They  wish  to  strengthen  the  Army  of  Venegas,  not  because  it  is  necessary 
or  denrable  on  military  grounds,  butbeeansetheytynktfae  Anny,asantnF 
strument.  of  misebief,  saier  in  bis  hands  than  in  those  of  anotber ;  and 
they  leave  12,000  men  m  Estmmadnia,  not  because  more  are  not  or  may  not 
be  demed  necessary,  m  any  milibay  view  of  the  question,  but  because  tliey 
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are  averse  to  placin*  a  hr^^r  body  under  the  command  of  tlie  Duke  d'Albu- 
rjiierqiie,  who  I  knr  ^  rttat  the  Junta  of  E^trcmadura  liave  uuisted  should 
be  employed  to  cuiiiinaud  the  Army  in  this  province. 

I  oaiMt  •void  to  dMerve  these  little  views  aodobjects,  and  to  mention 
dieai  to  your  Exodleocjr,  aft  the  same  time  that  I  lameat  that  the  attentioii 
of  those  who  have  to  manage  such  gnat  and  impMrtant  aflyn  as  those  ani 
which  are  entrusted  to  the  management  of  the  C^tral  Junta,  should  be 
diverted  from  great  objects  to  others  of  trifling  imfiortance. 

1  cannot  conclude  this  lettt^r  without  adverting  H>  the  mode  in  which  Don 
Itfaitin  de  Garay,  in  his  note  to  your  Excellency  of  the  S5th  instan^ 
ifisposes  oftfie  Portogneae  troops,  without  having  had  one  word  of  commnni- 
oation  with  the  Portuguese  Government,  or  any  body  oonnected  with  it^ 
ie$pecting  them. 

In  fact  those  troops  have  been  equally  il',  indeed  I  might  say  worse 
treated,  than  the  British  troops,  hv  theOHiceriiof  the  Spanish  Ciuverunient, 
and  were  at  last  obliged  to  quit  hpain  for  want  of  food  ;aiid  1  will  uo  more  allow 
tiiem,  than  I  will  the  British  troops,  to  enter  Spwin  ag^in,  unless  I  shofdd 
have  some  solid  graund  for  bdienng  that  they  vill  beaiqiplied  as  they  ought. 

It  is  a  curious  circumstmioe  respecting  ^farshat  ^exofinrd's  coips,  that 
the  Cabildo  of  Ciu<!at!  Rodrifljo actually  refused  to  allow  them  to  have  30,000 
of  100,000  pounds  of  biscuit  {which  I  had  prepared  there,  in  ease  tlie 
operations  of  the  Army  tliould  be  directed  to  tliat  quarter,  and  fur  w  hich  the 
British  Conmiisary  had  paid)  and  seised  the  biseilft  09  the  grounds  that 
debts  due  to  the  town  of  Ciudad  Rodrig^  by  the  .  British  Army  hrtely  under 
the  command  of  Sir  John  Moorei,  had  not  been  paid;  although  one  of 
the  objects  of  the  mission  of  the  same  CommissaEy  .to  Ciodeiji  Bodrigo  was  to 
settle  the  accounts  and  discharfre  those  debts. 

Yet  this  same  Cabiido  will  call  fur  assistance  as  soon  m  they  will  perceive 
the  intention  of  the  Enemy  to  attabk  them,  having  seiaed,  and  holding  pro- 
bably in  dielr  possesnon  at  the  moment,  the  memM  which,. if  lodged  as 
Erected,  in  the  stores  at  Almeida,  would  enable  SM  edfa^ually  to  provide  Aw 
theirtdief.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,-  iu}. 

(Signed)  AkTOUH  W^UJi^Y. 

Hu  Excellency  the  Mar  quia  ffeUeslet/, 

i^T.  «fC. 
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Copf  of  a  DiBpatch  fion  the  MbrqaiB  Wklucsut  to  tlw  Right  HononnUft 

Gborcb  Cakmiko. 

Sir,  Seville,  15th  September,  1809. 

On  the  4th  of  September  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  dispatch  of 
the  lath  of  August,  by  the  messenger,  Daniel.  Not  havitig  at  that  time 
mkSntd  tay  ebmnniiueMtiim  froih-'flir-  Jitthmt  Wdleiky,  respecting  the 
•nml  of  the  copies  of  ryoor  cKspitbh  at  the  head  qenlae  of  the  Brhmh 
Army,  I  forwarded  to  him  oa.the  4th  of  fitepteinhfcr  die  leCler  of  which  « 
copy  inclosed. 

On  tlie  5th  of  Sej)tember  I  received  from  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  a  letter 
dated  firow  Badajoz,  the  3rd  of  the  same  month,  in  which  he  notified  to  me 
the  neoeqit  ot  a  copy  of  your  dispatdi,  and -added  hti  obeervatioBt  tipon  iti 
coDteota. 

On  the  7th  of  September  I  reoetvedftom  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  hh  answer 
to  my  letter  of  the  4th  of  the  same  month  ;  and  on  the  8th  I  addressed  to 
Don  Martin  de  Garay  the  Tibte  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  a  copy. 

The  substance  d  His  Majesty's  commands,  as  notified  to  me  in  your 
dispatch,  appears  to  be  oontained  in  tfie  following  statement:  first,  the 
epiniott  of  Sir  Arthar  Wellesley  is  to  be  taiten  with  legard  to  the  expediency 
of  engaging  a  British  Afmy  of  thirty  thous  in  ]  men  in  die  operatioitB  of  a 
campaign  in  Spain  ;  if  his  opinion  should  be  adverse  to  such  a  plan^  the 
Spanish  tiovpnunent  is  to  be  dij^tinrth'  appnVH  that  the  security  of 
Portugal  miiht  iorui  the  more  particular  and  ex(  lusive  object  of  our  attention 
in  the  f^nsnia,  and  that  tlie  utmostextentof  the  aid  to  be  afforded  to  Spain 
by  a  Britif  K  Army,  is  to  be  confined  to  that  species  of  occasional  cracert 
ivhidi  recently  took  place  between  the  forces  vnder  the  eommand  of 
Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  and  of  General  Cuesta:  secondly,  in  the  event  of 
a  determination  to  employ  a  British  Army  of  thirty  tfiousand  men  in 
the  operations  of  a  campaign  in  Spain,  etit'ctual  measures  arc  to  be  taken, 
previously  to  tiie  cummeucemeut  uf  joint  operations,  for  securiog  the  meanii 


Digitized  by  Google 


19 


APPENDIX. 


of  transport,  and  of  constant  and  regular  supplies  to  our  troops :  thirdly, 
with  a  view  to  secure  the  eftl'ctual  co-ojxTation  of  the  Spanish  Army,  and 
(in  a  case  of  extremity)  the  safe  retreat  of  our  troops,  tiie  supreme  command 
f»f  tbe  Spuudi  Armicih  to  be  veated  in  the  Britiih  Csmmander  in  Chief,  and 
aBritish  gerriioii  b  to  be  eitabluhed  in  Cadii,  if  these  eonditioiu  ihould  be 
deemed  indii>i)en<>able  to  the  ieenrUy  ef  our  openlkDt  in  Spun,  on  the  eode 
of  an  extende<l  oamj)aign. 

The  letters  which  I  have  fiad  the  Jiononr  of  addrednine  to  vou  since  mv  ar- 
rival at  Seville,  and  the  correspondence  which  has  passed  bet\>  een  Sir  Arthur 
Welleallffend  me,  win  hane  ebeet^  feraished  ypu  with  sufficient  information 
ftMpetdng  onr  MDliaienta  with  rdakioii  to  the  tot  ind  aeeond  eitiolea  of  year- 
institictions  of  the  istliof  Aapiet« 

You  will  observe  that  on  the  same  day  of  tlie  <late  of  your  instructioas,  I 
addressed  to  M.  de  Garaya  rejiresentation  of  thp  dffw^ivp state  of  the  suppliei 
of  the  Britisi)  Army  acting  in  Spain;  that  m  consequence  of  the  increasing 
distress  of  our  troops,  l.was  not  contented  with  tbe  mere  aasurauoes  of  the 
Jwita,  bat  reqatied  wtitfactory  arrangcmenti  to  be  eetudly  mede  for  jeoonng' 
piwriiioos  and  meent  of  mofeacBt  to  tbe  Britiift  Anny  i  and  that^  etleogtb, 
finding  no  satis&ction  either  in  the  promises  or  acts  of  the  Spanish  Govern^ 
mentj  1  concurred  with  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley  in  the  necessity  of  wiihdra^ying 
his  Army  to  Portugal,  and  of  abstaining  from  all  engagements  to  co-operate 
with  the  Spanish  troops  within  the  territory  of  Spain.  ,     ■  '• 

Inaddidon  to  the  total  want  of  supplies  of  every  description,  you  will  tune 
Men  that  the  condition  of  tbe  Spenidi  Armies  the  Aitiim  of  eoaoert  and  co- 
operation in  the  Generals  and  troops  of  Spain,  and  the  mtamanagementof  Ae 
whole  sj'stem  of  the  military  department  of  this  Government,  oppo«je<l  inwr-' 
mountable  obi^tacles  to  the  uUiinatc  success  of  the  Army  under  hir  Arthur 
\V'ellesley.  Even  if  the  system  of  supplies  could  have  been  corrected,  the 
atate  of  tbe  Speniah  Army  alone  would  hafe  Ibniied  an  tmmtible  motive  in' 
my  mind  for  withholding  from  the  Spenith  Govenuneot  any  expectation  of* 
future  co-operation,  while  the  same  evila  tboold  be  left  miremedied^  and 
should  mcuaie  the  recurrence  of  tiie  same  misfortunes  on  every  similar 
occasion.  Sir  A rihur  Wellesley  appear*  to  agroe  eAtii:ely  with  oie  in  this 
branch  of  ujy  opinion. 
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While  tliemilitary  resources  and  power  of  Spnin  shall  cfMitume  m  this  state 
of  inefficiency  and  disorder,  it  is  my  decided  opinion  iliai  no  British  Army 
of  whatever  streugth  can  safely  be  employed  in  joint  operatimiR  villi 
the  Spanish  troops  wiAin  the  tetritocf  of  Spain. 

The  dilBciillies  and  dangers  of  our  Army  in  any  such  opendon  could  not 
be  ffirohiiriied  (although  they  might  be  increased)  by  any  practicable 
augmentation  of  its  numbers.  Withm  thf  limitation  of  nvnnbers  stated 
in  your  di5])atch  (wlietlier  30  or  40,000  men)  a  British  Army  whicli  should 
attempt  to  act  in  Spain,  under  the  present  circumstances  of  this  country,  and 
of  the  Enemy,  woaUl  be  exposed  to  the  utmost  hazard  of  total  destnietioii. 

Although  Boaoiie  expressions  in  your  dispatch  might  thvoitr  the  suppoiitioa 
that  you  did  not  intend  to  apply  to  the  case  of  an  occasional  concert  and 
limited  plan  of  operations  in  Spain,  the  same  restrictive  rules  of  precaution 
which  are  established  with  relation  to  a  more  extended  scale  of  campaign  ;  an 
attentive  examination  of  your  instructions  convinces  me,  that  it  was  not  your 
intentioa  to  permit  may  noranent  of  the  Bcitiab  Anay  into  Spun,  until  the 
British  civil  and  militaiy  AnAoritiea  sbmihl  be  lullj  s^isfied  on  all  the 
important  points  of  supply  and  co-operation.  My  sentimoits  and  oandpet 
have  been  conform  able  to  this  interpretation  of  His  Majesty's  commands. 

The  principles  on  which  I  have  acted,  are  not  confined  in  their  ri])pIication 
merely  to  tite  case  of  a  general  system  of  joint  operation  in  Spam,  i\hicli 
might  lead  the  British  Army  to  a  conridetmble  distanoe  firon  the  frontier  of 
PDrtugal.  Any  advance  into  Spain,  even  for  limited  objects,  or  fi»r  purposes 
merely  defensive,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  attended  with  considerable  peril, 
while  our  Army  shall  be  subject  to  the  failure  of  provisions,  of  means  of 
movement,  and  of  all  adequate  support  from  any  auxiliary  force. 

The  recent  example  of  the  distress  of  Sir  Arthur  Wellesley's  Army  is  a  suf- 
ficient illnstntioa  of  tfaeneoesrityof  applying  these  preeautioiu  to  all  cases 
without  any  cxceptioa.  Sir  Arthur  Weltesley  entered  ^win^th  avicw  of  act- 
ing upon  a  limited  scale  of  opaimtions,  and  not  with  the  hutintion  of  engi^ng 
in  a  plan  of  extended  campaign;  yet  the  defect  of  supplies  !in<l  of  auxiliary 
support  frustrated  the  objects  even  of  that  limited  plan,  and  ex]x)sed  the  Army 
to  great  danger.  It  is  indeed  difficult  to  fix  tlie  precise  point  at  which  the 
openliom  of  a  Bri^  Army  shall  cease,  when  it  shall  onoa  faaveeDteved  die 
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Sjwnish  territory,  for  ])tirp«>«f<  oven  of  occasional  concert.  An  operatioa, 
of  which  the  original  plan  may  liave  been  defined  within  narrow  bounds,  may 
be  extended  by  unavoidable  neoewity,  and  even  by  success.  Dithculties 
and  dmgen  may  spring  from  Mieoen  itielf,  vaA  die  occasional  e:itension  of 
a  plan,  originally  limited,  may  fomidi  ytn/Uxtt  of  ooupiaiat  to  Spain, 
if  any  exigency  should  leqaire  our  General  to  revert  to  the  original  limit*  of 
•uch  a  plan.  It  must  be  observe*!,  that  Sir.  Arthur  Wellesley's  difficultie* 
comraenml  at  Placeneia,  within  tour  dav«  niarcli  from  the  frontier  of 
Portugal,  and  within  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  at  Piacencia. 

The*  tlbj/Mam  mnlA  naoesMurily  apply,  with  greater  force,  in  proportion 
to  die  tncfcaiaof  die  Enemf*  stm^^  in  Spain »  it  ii  imprabable  that  aaty 
brisit  of  affairs  can  occur,  innvhich  ^  Eoemy^i  Army  in  Spain  tfill 
be  much  reduced  below  its  actual  scale,  unless  he  shall  be  compelled  to 
evacuate  Spain  alto?t»tl>er.  Thi«  event  woiild  orer^te  nn  entirely  new  order  of 
things  in  Europe,  and  would  lead  to  u  new  view  oi  tUv  .mtuation  of  Spain.  But 
the  principles  which  I  have  stated  are  applicable  to  every  probable  state  of 
afiin  in  tbia  eoantiy  ;  and  I  tbcrdbre  anbmit  to  yon,  widioat  quafifloation^ 
toy opiniim,  tint  no  Bridib  Araiy  can  safely entor  this  oonatry  for  thopnr- 
pose  of  7^rUy^g  witb  the  Spanidi  Armies  vnkia  aome  impoitant  change  chall 

take  place  in  Spain. 

With  the^e  sentiments  I  jjresenttxl  my  note  to  M.  de  Garay,  nnder  date 
the  8th  of  September ;  I  take  the  liberty  of  soliciting  your  particular  attention 
to  tlttt  paper,  in  which  I  have  pbinly  dedaied  the  eaoaea  wbkh  oocanoncd 
the  retreat  of  the  Brilisb  Amy,  in  the  fiitt  hutreof  its  gloiy  t  and  haveadded 
my  opinion,  that  "  until  these  evils  shall  be  efiectually  remedied  to  the  entire 
"  satisfaction  of  the  British  Government,  and  unti!  other  necessary  arrange- 
"  mentfi  shall  be  made  for  the  security  of  the  British  troops,  no  British 
"  Army  can  attempt  co-operate  «(itli  the  Spanish  Armies  within  the  ter« 
•*ritoiryof  Spain* 

By  these  cxpreaMons  it  «raa  my  intention  to  kave  open  to  fotore  negotia- 
tion all  questions  respecting  the  employment  of  a  British  Army  in  S|pain,  the 
command  of  the  Spanish  troops,  and  the  garrison  of  Cadiz. 

It  apj>eare<l  to  me  to  be  proper,  at  the  same  time,  to  renew  the  peneral 
assurance  of  His  Majesty's  attachment  to  the  alliance,  and  of  His  Majesty's 
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intention  to  afibrd  to  Spain  every  other  species  of  assistance  (excepting  that  of 
a  British  Army  in  Spain)  which  might  be  coosittent  with  the  means  and  the 
interests  of  the  British  Grovemment. 

You  will  obMTve  thftt  Sir  Artbnr  Wdleil^  it  of  opinion,  duit  b  the.eieat 
of  a  British  Annyaetiiig  in  Spun,  Oipeetttlly  Ibr  theddknoe  of  llie  ■ontfaoru 
pnmnces,  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  that  the  chief  command  of  the 
Sjianisl^  Army  should  be  veste*!  in  His  Majesty's  Commander  in  Chief,  and 
that  a  Brit!s!i  cnirrison  should  be  placed  in  Cadiz.    1  entirely  concur  in  these 
sentiments ;  but  under  the  present  circumstances  I  have  postponed  all  discus* 
nam  with  ngud  to  thooommaiMl  of  the  Spaniih  Army,  and  the  gtrnteik  of 
Godls.  First,  beonme  I  am  oonvineed  thttt^  in  tiie  fflctent  orim  of  dfitiri, 
any  such  discussion  would  ocoMion  great  jealousy  in  the  mindfof  thoM  best 
afljTteH  to  ttie  British  cause;  would  strengthen  the  misrepresentations  of  the 
French,  and  of  their  partizans  in  Spain  ;  wouI«l  itnfxiir  the  general  confitlcnce 
of  the  Spanish  nation  in  our  sincerity  and  good  iaith  ;  and  would  induct,  the 
people  to  faeliave  dMt  our  Am^  hod  wtrarted  for  Ae  purpose  of  cmblmg  mo 
to  olrtain  these  objects.  Seoondtty,  becanse  diO'Britisb  Commander  in  Chief 
ooold  not  now  accept  the  command  of  the  Spanish  troops,  and  the  inynedialtfi , 
appointment  of  a  Spanish  Commander  in  Chief  might  preclude  all  future  pos- 
sibility of  introducing  a  British  Officer  to  that  commnnd.    Thirdly,  because 
no  mudihcation  of  the  command  of  the  Spanish  Army,  in  any  form  in  which 
it  could  now  b«  grsnted,  would  secdve  ei^Mr  tlie  co-operalion  or  die  effideocjr 
of  the  SjHuiish  Annjr,  or  itemove  any  of  the  causes  to  which  the  auflbnagt  of 
our  Army  can  be  justly  imputed.    Fourthly,  because  the  demand  of  a  British 
garrison  for  Cadiz  would  certainly  be  now  refused,  and  such  a  refusal  might 
oppoi^e  great  obstacles  to  the  suocess  of  any  proposition  of  that  nature  upon 
any  future  occasion. 

In  obedienee  to  the  geneial  tenonr  of  His  Majesty's  fantraelians,  upon  my 
arrival  at  Seville  my  earliest  attentton  was  direetedto  the  propriety-  of  ahetiin* 
ing  from  all  unnecessary  intei'fettnee  in  the  internal  concerns  and  interests 
of  Spain  ;  but  I  had  not  been  many  days  at  Seville  before  I  learnt  that  His 
MajestyV  Armv,  which  had  glorionslv  eonquered  in  the  cause  of  Spain,  had 
been  defrauded  of  every  necessary  supply  ;  that  His  Majes^  s  brave  soldiers, 
wowidad  in  rindioating  the  independence  and  glory  of  Spain,  had  been  aban> 
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doned  by  theSpauisli  General  to  the  mercy  of  tbe  Enemy ;  that  the  $|ianiih  Ge- 
nerals, instead  of  co-operation,  had  displayed  a  systematic  spirit  of  counterac- 
iMOf  wad  had  diMoncerted  every  plan  and  operatkm  whidi  tbief  were  appointed 
to  rapport;  and  that  His  Majesty**  General  (after  having  compelled  Ihe 
Enemy  to  retreat  from  a  British  force  of  far  inferior  numbers)  had  been  him« 
self  compelled  to  retreat  from  the  Country  which  lie  had  saved,  lest  histroopa 
slioulU  perinh  hy  famine  and  disease. 

With  such  a  scene  unexpectedly  presented  to  niy  view,  my  duty  towards 
His  Majesty,  and  my  respect  for  the  honour  of  Spain,  demanded  a  particular 
ommination  of  the  causes  whidi  had  prodooed  events  so  iigarioos  to  the  in- 
ter^t  of  the  alltanoe^  and  ao  dang^nws  to  the  fineadship  and  wdbre  of  both 

Countries. 

The  causes  of  these  misfortunes  cnnnof  lie  justly  ascribed  to  the  absolute 
want  of  resources  in  the  Country,  ur  to  any  mherent  or  incorrigible  defects 
in  the  materials  of  which  the  body  of  the  Army  is  composed  ;  or  to  any  per- 
««ne  or  uitractable  disposition  and  temper  in  the  mass  of  tiie  people. 

Atthe time  when  the  determination  to  resist  the  usurpatkm  of  Prance  broke 
forth  in  several  of  the  Provinces  of  Spain,  the  Country  was  still  labouring 
under  the  mischievous  consequences  of  a  long  course  of  evil  government.  In 
the  more  recent  periods  of  that  destructive  system,  the  particular  tendency  of 
the  administration  had  been  to  subvert  the  efiiciency  of  Iht  Army,  and  to 
iignrethe  military  resonroes  of  the  Nation. 

These  ruinous  purposes  had  been  perpetrated  with  success  to  a  copsidetahie 
bxtent;  and  when  the  independence  of  Spain  was  first  invaded  by  France  the 
iitmoKt  exertion  of  public  spirit  was  required  to  call  forth  the  means  even  of 
temporary  resistance.  But  although  the  military  resources  of  the  Country 
faad  been  impaired,  they  had  not  been  d^troyed.  Great  and  successfttl 
cAwls  were  made  by  sevefd  Ftovincei»  accenUng  to  their  separate  plans  of 
mistance;  and  nothing  more  seemed  to  be  reipiisite  for  the  purpose 
of  a  soeoeisful  defence  of  the  whole  Country,  than  to  combine  in  one  system 
the  nif^iti*!  which  were  to  be  found  in  its  separate  parts. 

At  prestiit  local  difficulties  certainly  exist  in  some  of  the  Provinces  ;  and 
many  Distncu  continue  to  suffer,  under  the  cunsequen<^  of  war,  or  of  former 

miamanagmM;  but  many  Pktnrinoes  abound  in  the  means  of  subsistence 
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and  transport   No  syitem  however  has  been  eilabfiihed      which  At 

cm  berapfilieidfrofii Aeabondanoeof  another^ 
nor  doet  my  regulirfion  «9Uft,  properly  calculalcd  to  tecure  and  collect  tha 
retoarces  of  any  Province  for  itt  separate  defence,  and  still  less  for  any  more 
remote  (fhifrf^  of  active  war.  The  Civil  establishments  throughout  the 
Provinces  are  notproijfriy  fonnf  d  for  the  purpose  of  asoertainuig  or  bringli^ 
into  use  for  the  service  of  the  jirmy,  cither  the  productions  of  the  soil,  or  th^ 
artides  (rftraiiiport  and  conveyance  omting  in  the  aeveral  Districts.  To  thit 
want  of  due  regulation  and  sysleas,  moat  be  added  the  oomiption,  and  even 
the  poaitive  diniTection  of  many  of  the  Civil  Authorities  in  the  Provinces. 
In  mnny  instances,  the  strong6-st  evidence  hn?  appeared  <'f  |x>«itive  aversion 
to  tlie  cau«c  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Allies,  and  of  treacherous  inclination  to  the 
interests  of  France. 

The  disposition  of  die  people  is  generally  ISnrottraUe  to  the  great  came  in 
which  the  nation  is  engaged,  and  the  mass  of  the  popaktkm  of  Spain  cer->- 
tainly  apiiears  to  contain  the  foundati<mi  on  wluch  a  good  and  powerful  Go- 
vernment might  be  securely  established,  and  the  materials  of  wliicli  an  eftfi 
cient  Army  might  be  rompovp*!  Among  the  liiojher  and  middle  classes  of 
society  are  to  be  found  too  many  exauiples  of  the  success  of  French  inrrigue'; 
in  ^hese  classes  msy  he  traced  a  disposition  to  observe  events,  md  to  prepare 
for  aooooimodation  with  that  party  which  may  nttimalely  prevail  in  the 
existing  contest  Many  persons  of  this  description,  if  not  lavoored,  arc  not 
discountenanced  by  the  Government.  From  these  circumstances,  and  from 
tl>e  want  of  any  re^ulnr  mode  of  collecting  popular  opinion,  the  public  sj)irit 
of  the  Nation  is  nut  properly  cultivated  nor  directed  to  tlie  great  objectii  of  the 
contest.  The  people  also  ai«  still  snlgect  to  mmy  heavy  €9cactions,  and  the 
abuses  and  grievances,  aoenmulated  by  recent  mat-administration,  ham  not  yet 
been  duly  rcnsedied  Dr  redressed. 

The  pojjuhition  of  the  Countn,'  has  not  yet  afforded  to  the  Army  a  supply 
of  men  in  any  degree  adeq  intp  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Countrj*,  nor  to  the 
original  inclinatton  of  the  pcopltf ;  yet  no  dematul  could  be  made  upon  the 
people  for  that  purpose  with  my  prospect  of  sacoess  in  the  present  state  of 
alfiiirs.  Bnt  no  increase  of  the  nambers  of  the  Army  coald  be  nsefiil  without 
a  total  change  of  the  whole  system  of  its  composition  and  diadpline:  these 
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are  at  present  defective  in  every  branch ;  and  no  measures  have  been  adoptBd,. 
«r  ippnT  to  bein  contAnfilrtioii,  fiw  remedying  theabmnof  «vtfy  deicriptioa, 
•rhidi  pmrMl  tbroaghoattiie  whole  ttraetureof  tbe  Annjrj  and  every  ttage  of 

the  military  department. 

In  ttiis  condition  of  the  Army,  it  is  not  surprizing  that  many  Officers, 
even  in  the  highest  commands,  shoiihl  he  notoriously  disaffected  to  the  cause 
of  Spain,  and  of  the  AUi«»,  and  should  nui  be  duly  cuntrulifd  by  theGovera- 
aBent  In^reviewinK  the  events  of  the  laat  campaign,  it  is  impossible,  to  im*- 
gine  any  rational  motive  for  the  oonduct  of  loaie  of  the  l^panish  Gcnemb  a»4 
Offioers,  unless  it  be  admitted  that  their  inchnations  were  favourable  to  the 
Enemy,  and  that  ihey  ooneerted  their  operations  with  the  Frendi  implead  of 
the  British  General. 

The  generous  resolution  of  Spain  to  assert  her  independence,  most  justly 
cnelid  the  adn^nlioii  of  die  world.  In  oonaideriug  more  deliberately  the 
nature  of  her  original  danger,  and  of  her  cfibrta  to  meet  it,'  reflections  arise 
which  may  illustrate  the  real  nature  of  her  present'sitUation. 

The  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  Spain  did  not  proceed  merely  from  the  vio- 
lence or  corruption  of  internal  government;  it  was  not  merely  an  art  of  that 
character  which  in  other  countries  has  justified  and  required  nauonai  resi^t- 
■nee,  and  against  which  that  resistance  has  frequently  and  happily  prevailed. 
Hie  nsurpatton  of  Spain  was  a  great  military  operation  of  die  BMMt  formidable 
wiiliteiy  Power  on  tN  Continent  of  Europe;  it  wasa  contest  between  two  gieat 
States,  as  well  as  between  a  depcavc(t  government  and  an  oppressed  people. 
In  order  to  vindicate  their  indf  [n  tidence,  it  was  therefore  necessary  that 
Spain  should  nut  only  resort  to  tlu  iieral  spirit  of  resistiince  hIucH  animated 
tlie  great  body  of  tlie  people  ni  the  Jicparatc  provinces,  but  thai  she  should 
fnideand  conoantrate  that  spirit,  for  the  indispensable  purpose  of  invigorating 
her  miKtary  resonniea,  and  of  embodying  an  Army,  wfaicb,  with  the^Hl  of 
bar  Allies,  migbt  enable  her  to  gain  sufficient  time  for  the  restoration  of  her 
Monarchy  on  a  just  and  legitimate  foundation.  To  this  great  object  all  her 
efforts  should  have  tended ;  and  in  forming  a  temporary  organ  to  supply  the 
absence  of  her  legitimate  Sovereign,  and  the  consequent  defect  of  the  execu- 
tive power,  aheilMNiId  have  combined  soeb  principles  of  conaeil  and  action 
as  ro^t  havaaffiwded  to  the  temporary  Govenment  tlie  entire  fiBroe  oC  po- 
pular opinion  and  public  seal.  This  support  was  neoessaiy  to  give  due  in^pnir 
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to  the  regulattom  requisite  for  raising  an  efficient  Army  in  Spain,  and  sufli- 
cient  supplies  to  attpport  not  only  the  Anny  of  Spain,  but  the  auxittary  force 

of  the  Allies. 

The  first  election  of  tlie  Central  Junta  was  certainly  an  apparent  step  to- 
wAida  the  conaoliidatioii  of  the  powers  of  die  Country.  Frevioualy  to  that 
eveut,  no  point  had  been  Qiqed  for  combining  the  desultory  efforts  of  the  »^ 

veral  provinces,  separated  by  ancient  institutions,  hsMt^  and  prejudices,  and 

united  only  in  a  common  sentiment  of  aversion  to  the  French  yoke.  But 
the  ronstitution  of  the  Supreme  Central  Junta  is  not  toundal  on  any  well  un- 
derstood systeiu  of  uiiiou  among  tlie  provinces,  and  still  less  on  any  just  or  wise 
distribution  of  the  dementi  or  powers  of  government ;  the  confederacy  of  the 
prorinoes  yet  exists;  the  executive  |k>wer  is  weakened  and  dispened  in  the 
hands  of  9m  aieembly  too  numeroui  for  unity  of  council  or  promptitude  of  ac- 
tion, and  too  contracted  for  the  purpose  of  representing  the  body  of  the  Spai> 
nish  Nation,  The  Supreme  Central  Junta  is  neither  an  adequate  represen- 
tative of  the  Oown,  nor  of  the  aristocracy,  nor  of  tlie  people;  nor  does  it 
comprize  utiy  uauful  quality  either  of  an  executive  Council  or  of  a  deliberativt 

aMembty,  while  it  cambtnes  many  defects  which  tend  to  disburbboth  ddibe* 
imtion  and  action. 

'  Whether  this  Government,  so  ilMaraaedt  he  deficient  in  sincerity  to  the 
cause  of  Spain  and  of  the  Allies,  is  certainly  questionable:  whatever  jealousy 
exists  against  the  British  Government  or  the  Allies,  is  principally  to  be  found 
in  this  body,  its  officers,  or  adherents ;  in  the  people  no  such  unworthy  sen- 
timent can  be  traced.  Bu^  emittbg  all  quesdons  respecting  the  disposition 
of  the  Junta,  it  b  evident  that  it  does  not  poeseis  any  apirit  of  energy  orao- 
tivity,  any  degree  of  authority  or  strength  $  that  it  is  unaupported  by  pt^Milar 
attachment  or  good  wil^  while  its  strange  and  anomalous  Constitution  unites 
the  eontr^riictory  inconveniences  of  eveiy  knownform  of  government  witb> 

out  ]>os>»esMug  the  advantages  of  any. 

It  is  not  an  instrument  of  sulhcient  power  to  accomplish  the  purposes  for 
wlue|i  it  wuibrpiedt  ner  can  it  ever  aoquiie  sufficient  force  or  influence  to 
bring  bto  action,  the  resooroei  of  tfie  country  and  the  qririt  of  the  people 
with  that  degree  of  vigour  and.  alacrity  which  might  give  dfeet  to  foreign  4> 
iianoei^  and  mi|^.rqwl.a  ppwerful  fiirqgn  Invader. 
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This  is  the  true  cun^  at  least  of  the  continuance,  of  that  state  of  male* 
f>onfii«ioT».  iind  ilisorder  of  which  the  British  Army  has  recently  expc- 
rienced  the  con^e(]  M<  Ti  t-H,  in  the  iotmud  administration  of  Spaing  and  espe- 
cially  of  her  military  affairs. 

The  Junta  certainly  possess  (he  ineuis  of  applying  to  these  evils  the  <Mlf 
remedy  ftom  which  any  benefit  can  be -expected  to  arise,  although  its  epe- 
ration  might  be  slow  and  even  precarious. 

Tlie  original  powers  delegated  to  the  Junta,  have  not  been  clearly  defined, 
either  with  relation  to  time  or  authority.  Much  contest  has  lately  arisen  on 
this  important  question;  and  as  far  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  furtn  a  judg- 
ment upon  it,  it  appears  to  me,  the  question  was  not  •  point  of  distinet 
attention  in  many  of  the  provinees  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  the  Juntas 
but  that,  wherever  it  became  matter  of  notice,  the  fitnnation  of  the  Junta  was 
considered  merely  a?  a  preliminary*  stej)  to  the  assembly  of  the  Cortes,  and 
to  the  establishmeut  of  a  more  compart  fr>rm  nf  executive  jwwer  in  tlie  absence 
of  tlie  legitimate  King  of  Spain,  it  appears  also  to  have  been  generally  expected 
tiiat  the  earliest  proceedings  of  the  Junta  would  have  been  diieded  to  the  re- 
dress of  the  principal  gnevances  under  which  the  Spanish  Nation  and  ihiB  Co- 
lonies have  suflfered,  especially  in  recent  times. 

In  some  movements  of  argent  peril  or  alarms,  the  Junta  appears  to  have 
been  impressed  with  the  same  sentiments  which  certainh  prevail  throughout 
the  Nation,  and  to  have  considerctl  tlve  primary  articles  ot  their  duty,  as  well 
as  the  limitations  of  their  right  of  government,  to  be,  the  choice  of  a  Regency 
fi>r  the  due  exercise  of  the  eneuthre  power,  tlw  convocation  of  the  Cortes, 
and  the  evty  rediess  of  existing  grievroces.  Accordingly,  they  have  an- 
nounced their  intention  of  assembling  the  Cortes,  and  have  very  lately  taken 
steps  towards  the  repeal  of  some  heavy  ^ xacfion'i,  and  promised  the  repeal  of 
others,  and  they  have  rej)e5ite<ily  discussed  the  question  of  aj)jM)inling  a  Re- 
gency. But  the  desire  of  protracting  the  continuance  of  their  own  authori^ 
to  the  latest  possible  period  of  time,  has  prevailed  over  eveiy  other  connder- 
ation.  The  meeting  of  the  Cortes  is  delayed  to  a  diits,nt  period  of  time. 
Thequestioii  relating  to  a  Regency  has  been  often  debated,  nn  1  as  often  ad- 
journed. No  plan  has  been  adopted  for  any  effectual  rp  !ri  ?^  of  g-riw^nces, 
correctiott  of  abuaes,  or  relief  of  exactions }  and  the  admiuiatration  of  justice, 
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the  reji^nlation  of  revenue,  finance,  and  commerce,  the  security  <>f  person  and 
property,  and  every  other  great  branch  of  government,  is  as  det"ec(ive  aa  the 
military  departmeiit. 

The  adminion  of  the  colonies  to  a  share  In  the  government  and  representa- 
tion of  the  mother  country  aeems  to  have  been  inggested,  merdy  as  an  ex- 
pedfent  tn  confirm  the  Junta  in  the  coutinuance  of  their  present  authorily^ 
and  to  be  entirely  unconnected  with  any  enlarged  or  liberal  views  of  .policy  or 

Govrnitnt'iit. 

Under  all  these  circumstances  the  spirit  ot  tiie  alliance,  and  the  general  teuor 
of  His  Majesty's  instructions,  would  have  justified  me  in  offering  such  advice 
to  the  Supreme  Central  Junta,  as  might  be  calculated  to  represent,  in  true 
cokmrs,  Uie  nature  of  those  dangers  whidi  menaced  the  ruin  of  the  common 
cause,  and  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  ejfectiual  remedies  without  subterfu^ 
or  delay. 

But  in  the  course  u(  the  last  month,  M.  de  Garay,  without  any  previous 
suggestion  on  my  part,  has  repeatedly  and  anxloosly  requested  my  opinion  on 
the  state  of  the  Government,  especially  with  relation  to  the  expediency  of 
-appointing  a  R^;ency,'  and  of  assembling  the  Cortes. 

In  all  these  conferences  I  have  carefully  abstained  from  delivering  my 
opinion  with  respect  to  the  claims  of  any  particular  personages  to  evercise  tlie 
authority  of  Regent  during  the  absence  of  the  King.  With  this  sole  reserve, 
I  have  not  hesitated  to  deliver  my  opinion  in  the  most  distinct  and  un- 
qualified terms  to  M.  de  Garay. 

The  sentiments  which  I  have  expressed  mny  be  comprised  under  the  fol- 
lowing heads ;  first,  that  the  Supreme  Central  Junta  should  immediately 
nominate  (without  limiting  the  nomination  to  the  Members  of  its  own  Bmly) 
a  Council  of  HegencVj  consist  of  not  more  tlian  five  IVrsons,  for  the  exer- 
cise of  tlie  executive  power  until  the  Cortes  should  he  asseniljled.  Secondly, 
That  the  Cortes  should  he  assembled  with  the  least  possible  delay.  Thii-dly, 
that  the  &ipreme  Central  Junta,  or  such  Members  of  it  as  shall  not  be  of  the 
.Council  of  Regency,  shall  constitute  a  deliberative  Council,  for  the  purpose 
of  superintending  the  election  of  the  Cortes,  and  of  prei)aring  for  that  Body, 
with  the  as:?ent  of  tlie  Council  of  R^^^ency,  such  business  a«i  it  maybe  deemed  » 
proper  to  submit  to  its  early  consideration.  Fourtlily,  that  tiie  same  act  of 
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tiie  .Tun la  by  Aviiicli  tlic  Reo;t?ncy  shall  be  appointed,  and  the  CortM  called, 
shall  contain  theprinci]jal  articles  of  redress  of  grievances,  corrtotion  of  abuses, 
and  relief  of  exactions  in  Spain  and  the  Indies,  and  also  the  heads  of  such 
eoncesstons  to  the  Cotonieij  as  shall  fully  Mciire  t»  them  a  doe  shaie  in  the 
representative  body  of  the  l^itfsh  Empire.  Fifthly,  tlHit  tbefifSt  act  ot 
(he  Regency  should  be  to  issue  the  necessary  otdtSn  for  conreotiDg  the  wbda 
systt  tn  oftlie  inilituiy  department  rn  Spain. 

Ihesc  suggestions,  originating  in  M.  de  Garay's  express  solicitation,  were 
never  committed  to  writing,  nor  urged  with  any  greater  degree  of  earnestness 
iban  belongs  to  tlie  usual  fireedottt  of  i)mvate  conTenatMrn. 

M.  de  Garay  listened  to  mfc  with  attention,  and  expraaaed  his  feneml  ap* 
probation  of  iny  sentiments,  st^il^'ing  only  some  doubts  with  Wgard  to  the 
mode  of  rt dn^ysing  grievances,  and  to  the  particular  pointa  conpraheDded 
undiT  that  part  of  mv  observations. 

At  the  tinie  tvhen  M.  de  Gara}'  volantarily  opened  this  discussitm,  great 
alarm  and  agitation  prevailed  in  the  public  mind  in  Spain.  These  sensations 
have  gradually  subsided,  and  4rith  them  H.  de.  Garay*k»  solidtude  for  the 
early  improvement  of  the  Goverrnnent  seems  to  have  been  reliewcd.  Nor 
should  I  have  been  disposed  to  renen*  the  subjeet  hi  any  form,  bad  not  the 
actMiniul.itcd  siifk  rings  of  our  Army,  and  the  a*^^;rflvnrf-rl  outrages  oflered  to 
the  Bi  ili^h  alliance,  ((mipelKd  ine  to  intimate  ti)  M.  <ie  (inray,  inanofhcinl 
form,  tile  general  tenor  of  those  suggestions  which  he  had  drawn  from  me  in 
our  private  oonferenoes. 

In  my  note  of  the  8th  of  September,  I  have  tlierefei«  declared  in  general 
terms,  tliat  the  interests  of  the  alliance  require  an  entire  change  m  the  mili- 
tary department  of  the  S|>anish  Govennnent ;  that  no  improvement  in  the 
system  t)f  military  administration  can  be  eflected  withwit  a  previous  correction 
of  the  weakness  and  intfticiency  of  tlie  executive  power,  nor  without  a  due  cul- 
tivation of  the  native  resources,  a  proper  use  of  the  intrinsic  strength,  and  a 
strenuous  exertion  of  the  national  spirit  of  Spain  t  and  lastly,  that  theexe>* 
eutive  power  can  never  possess  authority  or  force,  influence  or  activity,  until 
it  shall  be  aided  and  supported  by  the  o(4lective  witdodi  of  the  nation,  and  by 
the  loyal  energies  of  the  people. 
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I  am  still  ignorant  of  the  effect  which  may  be  produced  by  this  cotnrauui- 
catioQ  ;  but  if,  instead  of  resorting  to  the  only  ni«ins  by  w  hich  Spain  can  be 
saved,  or  faith  maintained  with  her  AlHcfi,  the  Sujjrcine  Junta  should  conti- 
nue to  multiply  precautions  for  prolutiging  the  duration  of  their  own  power» 
in  defiance  of  the  interests  of  the  Monarchy,  and  of  the  intentions  and  wiatkes 
of  the  people,  cnreiy  miadiief  und  every  abuse  under  whidi  the  oountrjr  now 
laboara  must  jbe  wggneysnliedi,  and  .tins  cause  of  the  Enemy  must  gain  houily 
strengdk. 

The  auxiliary  force  of  tlie  Allies  cannot  enter  Spain,  under  such  circum- 
stances, with  any  prosptTi  of  advantage,  or  with  .any  other  result  than  the 
cerlaui  iaiiure  of  every  mihtary  operation. 

The  insuraMMintable  objections  wbicb  preclude  the  possibility  of  entniit- 
ing  Spain,  under  her  present  <Soverament»  with  the  ud  of  an  anxtlisiy 
British  foroe^must  i !  t  i  uately  apply  to  every  Other  apectea  of  assistance :  since 
it  cannot  be  conttndL-d  that  such  a  Government  as  now  exists  in  Spain,  can 
be  safely  entrusted  \vit.li  the  management  and  disposition  of  t lie  generous  and 
abundant  supplies  poured  forth  by  the  British  (jovcrnmcut  and  Nation,  for 
the  service  of  a  cause  which  the  Government  of  Spain  is  no  longer  able  to 
maintain. 

The.giceat  objects  of  the  aUiance  between  his  Majesity  and  Spain  were  to 
assist  the  Spanish  Nation  in'  restonng  the  independence  of  the  Monarchy, 
and  the  happiness,  freedom,  and  honour  of  Spain  ;  and,  bv  this  just  and 
generous  assistance,  to  accomplish  the  great  puliticul  advuuuige  of  oppoiing 
an  additional  barrier  to  tlie  ambition  and  violence  of  France. 

The  spirit  of  the  alliance  would  he  entirely  perverted,  if  the  tibenil  assist- 
ance bestowed  by  the  British  Government  and  Nation,  should  serve  only  to 
prolong  in  Spain  the  continuance  of  an  order  of  things,  equally  adverse  to  tlie 
restoration  of  tlie  kgitiniate  Monarchy,  to  the  happines?  and  \vislies  of  the 
Spani.«h  Nation,  and  to  the  prosperity  of  the  common  cause  in  which  the 
Allies  are  engaged. 

These  obaenrations  are  made  irith  great  reluctance  and  pain,  under  a  most 
iierious  conviction  of  their  truth,  and  of  the  severe  dufy  which  lequirea  me 
to  express  my  sentiments  without  resenre.    The  duration  of  the  present 
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•jntem  of  Government  in  Spain  cannot  Ivil  to  prove  highly  dangerous  to  tho 
genuine  principles  of  her  hereditary  monarchy,  hy  gradually  esiiil  lishing  • 
habits,  interests,  and  view?,  inconsistent  with  the  lawful  form  nnd  or-!er  of 
.tlie  Government.  The  same  system  would  also  eiuiaiigir  all  liu-  hi>{)es  und 
expectations  of  Spain.  The  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  body  of  the 
Spttnish  nation  are  directed  with  anxious  aolicitude  to  some  alteratHHij 
whid)|  ivitli  more  attention  to  the  welfare  and  feelings  of  the  people,  way 
combine  a  more  just  rcpmentation  of  the  Crown,  a  more  uniturm  and 
ooncentnittd  authority,  a  tnore  effeotual  and  viljorous  system  of  oiiUtary 
administration,  and  a  njore  cordial  co-operation  with  tlie  Allies. 

In  addition  to  the  sentiments  of  Spain,  when  the  real  stale  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Mother  Country  ifaall  be  undentood  in  the  Colonics,  the  utmost 
peril  is  to  be  apprehended  of  a  violent  convulsion  in  that  most  important 
branch  of  the  Empire.  Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  operation*  of 
the  Alhes  in  other  quarters  of  Euro])P,  the  French  interests  must  continue  to 
'  advance  within  the  Spanish  territorj',  and  the  whole  pohcy  of  our  alliance 
must  be  frustrated,  while  the  form,  character,  and  conduct  of  the  Crovernment 
shall  be  calculated  to  pervert,  to  the  advantage  of  France,  every  succour  which 
we  may  afford  to  Spain. 

Many  instances  might  be  adduced  of  the  abuse  and  waste  of  the  supplies 
of  various  descriptions,  with  which  the  liberality  of  the  British  Government 
and  Nation  has  so  largely  furnished  the  Governuient  of  Spain. 

The  most  destructive  waste  of  these  supplies  has  been  occasioned  hv  the 
defects  of  the  uiilit^iry  department,  and  by  the  want  ut  discipline  iu  the 
Army.  In  the  variona  instanoes  of  conftmon,  panic,  and  flight,  among  the 
Spanish  troops  when  in  lace  of  Uie  Enemy,  it  has  been  tlie  usual  practice  of 
the  soldiers  to  tlirow  away  the  arms  and  clothing  with  which  they  had  been 
provi<le(l  by  tlie  generosity  of  (in  at  Britain.  These,  of  course,  have  generally 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Enemy.  In  the  battle  of  'I'alavera.  Sir  Arthur 
Wellesley  witnessed  the  flight  of  whole  corps  of  Sj>aiiish  troops  ;  who,  al'ier 
having  thrown  away  the  British  arms  and  clothing,  plundered  the  baggage  of 
the  British  troops,  at  that  moment  bravely  engaged  with  the  Enemy.  Hiese 
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ctJamities  ind  diigncei  all  flow  from  one  ooDimon  aoarce,  the  state  of  the 
Government  of  Spain  s  and  all  tend  to  one  common  end,  the  benefit  of  the 
eause  of  France. 

Althougli  deeply  iiupresiieiJ  \vith  smtimenls,  I  shall  not  fju!  lo 

employ  every  effort  within  iny  power  lo  iiiaiutiiia  tlie  temper  of  tlie  ailumt  e, 
and  to  enltivate  a  good  iutelligeuce  with  the  Minislen  of  Spain,  aa  fiur  as  may 
he  compatible'  with  the  inteiettt  and  honour  of  his  Migeitjr,  and  with  the 
safety  of  his  Majesty's  troops. 

No  demand  f  r  any  description  has  been  nr^ed  by  me  since  my  arrival  in 
Spain.  My  a])[)lications  to  the  Government  havu  b<  f  n  n'nhin^  more  than 
plain  representations  of  the  condition  of  the  country ,  and  ot  the  impossibility 
of  permitting  a  British  Army  to  act  in  Spain,  while  that  condition  shall 
remain  unaltered. 

I  am  not  without  hope  (when  the  Supreme  Ontral  Junta  shaH  be  con- 
vinced of  tlic  firm  di  termination  of  the  British  Governinent  to  withhold  all 
co-operation  of  the  British  troops  in  Spain,  until  satisfactory  remedies  shall 
have  been  applied  to  the  evils  of  uliich  1  have  complained)  that  motives  of 
self-iuterest  may  concur  with  the  just  principles  of  an  enlarged  policy, 
to  produce  a  favourable  change  in  the  councils  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment. 

I  shall  hie  annous  to  receive  the  advantage  of  your  instructioos  with 
reference  to  the  issue  of  either  alternative  of  the  present  doubtful  state  of 
affairs. 

In  the  most  iinlavonrabK-  event  which  ran  hr  apprelicnded,  I  entertain  no 
doubt  lliat  tlie  tenijxT  and  disjKtsition  of  tlie  Spanish  Nation,  and  the 
character  of  the  }}eople,  w  ill  prolong  the  difficulties  which  Franca  has  expe* 
rienced  in  her  attempt  to  subjugate  this  country.  The  greatest  obstacle  to 
the  deliverance  of  Spain  is  certainly  the  state  of  her  own  Government ;  but 
even  if  the  mismanagement  of  those  now  entrusted  with  the  conduct  of  her 
affairs  should  favour  the  success  of  the  French  arms  in  Spain,  much  time 
must  elapse  Ijefore  a  French  Government  could  be  established  in  this  efiuiur\', 
and  many  opportunities  must  ojien  for  the  improvement  of  the  Hri  ivli 
interests  with  relation  to  Spain  and  to  her  Colonies. 
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For  the  present,  the  Ftrencb  armies  in  Spain  are  in  a  state  of  CowplHc 

inaction ;  and  it  does  not  appear  probable  that  any  blow  can  now  be  struck* 
to  prevent  the  Spanish  Government  from  accomplishing  all  the  political  and 
military  arrangements  which  are  required,  in  order  to  prepare  tbi>  NatioD  fos 
A  more  eflectiial  defence  of  her  independence. 

I  have  tile  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  WuusLBT. 
The  itigjfcl  Honourable  George  Catming, 
Sgc.  Sfc^ 
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POPULATION  AND  ii^XTENT  OF  SPAIN,  1803. 

FROM      CENSO  DE  FRUTOS  T  MANtlFACTUKAS  OE  ESPAKA.*' 


121,113 

2.04,2«)O 

370,641 

.    -    •  631 

205,548 

llS,06l 

164,007 

■   -   -  341 

198,107 

■   -    -  642 

470,588 

-   -  1,199 

428,493 

252,02s 

206,807 

-   -  - 

746,931 

•  -  -  805 

692,924 

383,226 

-    -    -  1,229 

6573  76 

■    -  643 

S25,05<) 

I'riucipalit)  of  Catalonia  «-«•--. 

-    -    -  1,003 

858,818 

2i  1,728 

111,436 

104,491 

Canied  forward  - 

-    -  11,448 

■ 

7,6fi5«68o 
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FroTiocca.  Sqnare  Li^igtiM.  Soah. 


Brought  forward 

1  1  ±j.R 

OA 

■*y»> 

»"tj 

118  0^4. 

471 

200  fjS8 

271 

• 

71,401 

97.373 

■  1,330 

I,l42,6j0 

112 

80 

30,990 

15 

15*200 

Total 

10,351,075 

General  Result  of  the  Population  of  Spain. 

9,009  vmU  to  ft  square  league. 

311  - 

-  !>». 

887  - 

-  D". 

*     $98  - 

.  I>. 

Northern  internal  provinces  -  -  .  .  - 

604  - 

-  Do. 

4»8  - 

-  1>. 

The  whole  of  ^  maritinie  prorincet  -  - 

904  - 

-  I>. 

The  whole  of  the  interior  provinces  -  -  - 

'     507  - 

-  I>. 

If  the  wliok  of  Spain  were  well  peopled  as  the  province  of  CSoipuzcoa, 
the  Population  would  amount  to  30,146,050  souls. 
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Roman  Name*.  DWanwi.  ModM  Mwifc 

Iter  k  Maiaca  Gades  M  —  CXLV. 

Siuel  -  -  XXI   -  -  Puengerola. 

Cilniam  XXIIII  -  -  Las  Bovedau. 

Barbwiana  ------   XXXIIII-  -  Mouth  of  the  Guadiim 

CblpeCwtejun    -  --  --     X     -  -  Gibraltar. 

Portu  albo  -------    VI      -  -  Algezinw. 

Melkria  --------    XII    -  -  Vald^bacaa. 

Belune  Claudia  -  VI     -  -  Bolonia. 

Besippone  -------    XII     -  -  Canos  de  Meca. 

Mersalho    -   --   --    --     VI..-  -  Conil. 

Ad  Herculem  -  --  --  -XII    -  -  Point  Sancti  Petri. 

Gades  XII    -  -  Cadiz. 

Iter  k  Gaoibus  Corduba  CCXCV. 

AdPontem  3CI1  >>  BnaiteSuio. 

Portu  Gaditano  XIIII  -  -  Puerto  Saiit»  Maria. 

Asia  XVI  -  -  Cortigo  de  Efor^ 

e 


■ 
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IMstancri>.  Modern  Names. 

Ugia      -   --    --    --    -    XVII  -  -  Las  cabczas  de  San  Juatl. 

Orippo   -   XXmi  -  -  Torre  de  los  Herbem. 

Hispali  -   --   --   --    -     IX     -  -  Seville. 

Basilippo    -   -  •  XXI    -  -  ElViso. 

Caruk  XXIIII  -  .  La  Pii«|>la de Monon. 

IlisM      -    --    --    --    -  XVIIl   -  -  O'^nna 

Ostippo  -   --   --   --   -  XIIII   -  -  Estepa. 

Barba    -  --   --   --   -     XX    -  -  Cerca  de  Martot. 

Antiquaria  ------   -XXIllI  *  *  Antcquera, 

Angellas      -------  XXUI  -  -  Iznajar. 

Ipagro    -   --   --   --   -    XX    -  -  Aquilar. 

UHa                                   -     X      -  -  Motitemayor. 

Cordttba  -  XVIU  -  -  Coniova. 

■ 

Iter  ab  HisTAXi  Coiujubam  XCVilL 

Obncqla     -  -  '-  -  -       '  XLII  -  -  LaMonclafa. 

Astigi    -  -  -.  XVI  -  •  Ecija. 

Ad  Am-  -------    XVI  -  -  LaVentadelaFkrrUh. 

Gordiiba     -  •  XXIIII  -  •  Coniova. 

Iter  ab  HiaPAU  Embihtam  CLV. 

Carmone     -------   XXII   -  -  Carmona.  ' 

Obucula     -------    XX    -  -  La  Monclava.' 

Aatigi                         -   .   .    XV  *-  -  Ecija. 

Ceiti                                  XXVII  -  -  Penaflor.  . 

R<>»;.n»                              VI  III  X  San  Pedro  de  Villacorca, 

Reguna-  -------  XUil  -  -|  f^te h R^rST^ 

fimerite  XVII  -  -  Merida. " 
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Iter  4  CoaDUBA  Emkritam  CXLIIU.  * 

BonftoNmiM*.  IfciancM.  Modem  NMBea. 

MellATA  LI  I    -  -  FoenteOvgoM. 

Artigi  XXXVI  -  -  Alhama. 

Metellmum-  -----  -XXXII  -  -  Medellin. 

Emerite  XXIllI  -  -  Mend.. 

Iter  I  CoKDUBA  Castulomb  XCVIll. 

Calpumiaua  7  -  XXV  -  -  Ctnete  de  Tonw. 

Urcaone  XX    -  -  A^OO*. 

lUturgis  -XXXUI-  :  SmlmPWmcMWL 

Ca^ulone  XX    -  -  Culooa. 

Alio  itioere  k  Corduba  CAnvufm  LXXVIII. 

Epoio   XXVUl-   -  Montoro. 

(  San  Julian,  on  the  left  bank 
Vcmme  XVUI  -  -|    of theGudalquivir. 

Castuloue    -------  XXII  -  -  QoloiiB. 

Iter  a  Castulone  Majuacam  CCLXXI. 

Xugia  XXV   -    ToyaintheSienmof  Cazorla. 

Fraxinum   --------  XVI 

Hactan  XXIIII 

Acci  XXII  --  Guadix.. 

Alba  XXII  -   -  Alba. 

Urci  XXIIII  -  -  Owe. 

Tunniam  XVI 
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KomaQ  Names.  Distances.  Modern  Num. 

Murga  -    XII    -  -  Muxwn. 

SiseCunim  XXXVIII  >  Almunecar. 

Caviduin    .......   XVI  -  -  Tonii: 

Menora  XXXUII  -  VizmitiaDa. 

Maboa  ........    XII    ■>  - '  Malaga, 

Iter  ab  <wtio  ftimuib  Asm  Emsritam  GGCXfll. 

Praesidio-    -   •   -   .   -        -  XXIH  -  -  San  Lucur  de  Guadians. 

Ad  Rubral  XXVII  -  -  Cabezas  rubias* 

Onoba    -  XXVIII-  -  Hudva. 

llissa  -  XXX  -  -  Mebla, 

Tucci     .-».---    -     XII     -  -  Teztxia. 

Italica    -  XVIII  -  -  Santi  Ponce, 

Monte  Mariorum  -   -   -   -  -  XLVI  -  -  SetefiDa. 

Curica    -  -  XLIX  -  -  La  Calcra. 

Contributa  ------    -XXIIII  -  -  Fuente  de  Cantos. 

Percejana    -------    XX     -  -  Medina  de  las  Torres. 

Emerita  XXIUl  -  -  Merida. 
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ABDELRAHMAN,  S6i.  ?^  2B3. 
Abcnc«n-axes,  268,  ■269.  SSfi. 
Abo  Abdeli,  «^  202^  22a 
Abu  Abdalkh,  2&(L 
Acinipo,  325.  227. 

Agriculture,  UZ,  15L  li^         350,  261, 

275.  276.  '299.  :tOO.  :i01. 
Aguilar,  CiMint,  6^ 
Alubact-s,  gflS 

AliM  a.  Admiral,  177.  17S,  40«i 

 Miguel,  178. 

Alba&yiU,  iii. 
Albvbaccn,  267.  SfiS. 

Albuquerque,  Duke  of,  35^  364.  367.  368.  369. 

370.  371,  375.  878,  387.  321. 
AlcadJl,  Iti^  r^oj,  320. 
Alciisaba,  827. 
Alcaucen,  2A± 
Alcavtilu,  iio,  2fiU. 
Alciizar,  62^  65^  26^  81.  82^  M,  1S£. 
Alcobaccn, 

Aldehuela,  Don  Joaeph  Martin,  S3S> 
Alguicin,  336^  345^  346^  347. 
Ali^ziitu,  ^06^       210t  2SQ>       S59i  SfiL 
Alhaoia,  249,  250.  552^  253^  261, 
Alhamhra.  5^5,  ^65^  278,        283^  Siii  285, 
381,  2b»i 


Almaha,  253,  2&4- 

Almamon,  273.  * 

.^Imanzor,  863,  Sfii. 

Alnieria,  SfiS. 

AloMhadea,  259.  SfiiL 

Almoravides,  SftS. 

Almoxari&zgo,  2SQ. 

Alon*.  318^  319^  3«a.  32JL 

.\lphoiMO,  mil.  'lGt>.  273. 

Alpuxarraji  inountamij,  262,  269.  297. 

Altamini,  Couia,  65,  189. 

Alviar,  lis*  179. 

Ainerica,  9^  38Q.  398^  322.  400,  4QL  402. 

405.  406.  407. 
Amphitheatre,  LiiL.  3^ 
Andalusia,  26x  38.  40.  42^  45^  99|  IfiL  ISSi 

154.  157.  199.  206.  243,  324.  329.  846. 

347.  852^  377. 
Ang<elo,  Michad,  121,  122. 
Angiilo,  14J 

Anttjqucm,  311,  312,  317. 
Antillun,  Don  Isidore  de,  298. 
Antoninua,  215.  311. 
Aphla,  Geber  ben,  242. 
Aranzada,  152. 
Architecture,  122,  123. 
ArcM,  Duke  of,  121^ 
ArtuMjga,  188,  t04.  afiS- 
Arguillea,  I4t. 


INDEX. 


Arob«,  239,  ^iO,  24a. 
Assas»maUOD«,  UK, 
Aabesim,  331.  a32> 
Asks,  Lii. 
Aalurias,  141. 
Atlas,  176. 

Awaum,  Eben  Ahmed  Eben  el,  211^ 


Bflruelona,  g3g. 
Bazar,  9h9. 
Bcbiiu,  A.  52. 
Bcliuno,  Duke  of,  i76 
Benalmeida,  222. 
Benaroocarra,  g43. 
BermtKleT,  49. 

Bt-rruguete,  iUonao,  191.  2M. 
Blanca,  Count  Florida.  64j  109. 
Blanco,  Padre,  14S. 
Bhke,  Geiieral,  SSI. 

  Admiral,  231. 

BookseUen,  168. 

Botany,  147i  US^  l«j  ?Z2i  313^  iU- 
Bovadilla,  Jcrouyroo.  312.  iLL, 
Bowles,  148. 
Bo)-anl,  General,  gS7. 
Buenos  Ay  res,  4(>f) 
BuU-fight,  122^  123^  114,  175. 
Buonaparte,  5^  121,  176^  233^  S8L 


C 

Cabildo,  8Z,  gS,  UjO^  101^  lOi,  249^  32fi. 
Cadiz.  LSiSi  IQiLLl^iSQ^aZt  UM,  IW^ 

171.  176.  ISO,  163,  184.  373,  374,  375. 

377.  379.  383,  3B4,  388,  389,  390.  408, 

403.  404,  405^  liJiL 
Calf  ario.  86^  122. 


Calvo,  £1. 

CoJzailo,  MarchioncM  of,  107.  u:^ 
Campana,  Pedro  de,  121.  IM. 
Canipomanes,  100. 

Cano,  Aloiuo,  49x  SOi  51,  52^  222;^  290 

Cannon  foundry,  JG,  77- 

Canos  de  Carmooa,  75. 

CantiUana,  370- 

Capmany,  145.  277. 

Capitation  tax,  4on 

Carraccas,  8,  1^9^  193^  194^  401. 

Caravaggio,  HQ. 

Caro,  fii. 

Caridad,  116^  LIS. 

Cartm.  21i 

Carter,  22fi. 

Carthustana,  121.  129,  131^  IflL 

Casa  Moncd«,  9DL 

Ca.'yinibontla,  ll^^SiL  322. 323. 

Castanoa.  353.  354,  355.  3o0,  358,  aitL 

Castillo,  Juan  de,  US. 

Catbednd  of  Seville,  192^  ISS. 

 of  Malaga,  227.  22a. 

Cordova,  258,  260,  261^  262^  2«i  iS&j.  320, 
STL 

Cork  trees,  249.  32i. 
Cortadura,  1^ 

Cortes,  69^  93,  lih,        19L  ML  i02^  403. 

404.  4().'i,  4()t;- 
Coi-Ugo,  105. 
Cortez,  ZSi 
Corto,  128i  129i  SSg, 
Cotton,  216i  244. 
Craanis,  Marcu», 
CresU  de  Gallo,  330. 
Creoles,  40L  406^  407. 
Cruz,  Migxiel  de  la,  1 15- 
Cows,  IM. 

Cuesta,  acg. 

Cueva  del  Gato,  33^ 

Culcbras,  334. 
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DtUTO,  river,  955,  «28,  898^  22a 
De  Leon. 

Denmark.  King  of,  LSI. 

Dot,  Barrios, 

Doylp.  Genenl,  m,  135, 

Dragon's  blood  tree,  23. 

Dupont,  47. 

Durer,  Albert, 


B 

Education,  18.  liKL  UO,  Hi,  US. 
ElBuigo,  321. 
Ensenada,  Marquis  of,  14SL 
Epidemic  Fever,  8, 1£2L 

 at  Mal^,  Jtlil. 

 at  Vekz,  SiS. 

Escano,  SfiQ 

E^I)alio,  lil,  UB^  ili, 

Estci:uDa,  ilO,  gIS. 


F 

Fanega,  IM  ' 
Fanegada,  SSSx  Sifi.  Sllfi. 
Ferdinand,  265^328,  269^  339,  377- 
Fhvius,  C.  62, 
Frere,  Mr.  189,  381,  3&3. 
Fuengerola,  S2L. 


a 

Gallicia,  380.  397. 
GaUegOB,  or  Porters,  10.  U. 


Gamy,  Don  Martin,  61.  63. 142. 
Oaspacbo,  IQS^ 
Generalifie,  'ItiiL 
GiU,  Padre,  '26^ 

Gibraltar,  165,  112,  201,        206.  2iBL.  206^ 

S10,21i,  -iU,  221.  ^  ^V^ti.  35j^  387. 
Gibi^faro.  2Sfi. 
Go(loy,  33,  63.  65,  152i  3Qfi. 
Gomeks, 
Gondul,  ISfi. 

Gordon,  Mr.  J.  3fL  IL  112,  122, 
Gor,  Ducheas  of,  2»3.  aiM. 
Gtiadalevi,  33^ 
Gttadalete.  223. 

Guadalorce,  22!).  aoa. 

Guadalcanal,  3"0, 

Guadalmedina,  924.  299. 

Guarlalquiver,  Ifi,  51.  72,  J8.  95,  103.  185. 

127,  130.  163.  196.  370. 
Guatlayra,  125- 

Guadiaro,  214,  915,  339,  ^  33S,  347. 
Guadix.  269. 

Guevara,  Juan  Nino  de,  999. 

Granada,  22.  166j  206.  s>09,  916,  949.  059, 

S5jL  264.  2^  269.  ^Tit         280,  224. 

29f).  -aHL  SMi         377.  395. 


u 

Majaj-abn,  Omar  Abcn,  241. 
Hemp,  SQl^ 

Hercules,  Kite  of  the  Temple  of,  12. 
Hcrrera,  Juan  de,  8SL 
Hirtius,  397. 

Here,  Don  Vincente,  63^  fifi. 

Horses,  154^  155.  294.  350,  351. 
Hog&rganta,  350, 
Hospital  de  la  Sangre,  m. 


r- 
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t 

Inacriptions,  2^81^83^  glS.  318.  Sii. 
Inquisition.  Mx  95^  ilfi. 

bla  de  Leon,  124±  IMj  ^05,  32Sj  380,  388. 

Italica,  83^  ISi 

lion  Mines,  3.^1. 

Jaen,  2fio,  atig.  377- 

Jeeuila,  IQfi^ 

Jovellanoe,  gi^      U2i  380.  SSL 

Julian,  Count, 

Julius  Cnu-,  53^  ilS,  336;  327- 

iunU,  32^   33j  g4j  4*?.  58.   59.  61.  63. 

189.  22 352.  355.  365,  366.  36l),  402. 
iOg. 


L 

Lagos,  Town  of. 
La  Lonja,  29,  go.  SQfi. 

Mancha.  IL        ISL  III.  ISS- 
Land,  Ri"nt  of ,  H,  42,  300,  .ML 
Lngriiaa  dc  Mala^,  Sifi. 
Law.  KilL  iHL  222. 

Leather  Maiiulattory,  IMj  166i  ^2.  SIL 
Legot,  Pabk).  &(L 
Leila,  Sli 

Lcbrixa  or  Ubrya,       46^  4^  49^  ISa  191. 
370. 

Leva!.  Antonio,  S8i. 

Lead  Mines,  227,  330,  332.  ' 

Liquorice,  l&'2.  lliX 

Lobo,  1Z& 

Logrono,  3^ 

Louis,  Fort,  373. 

Loxa.  307.  31SL 


M 

Mahomed  L  gt»5. 
MahomM]  II.  21iS. 

Mabomedans,  259.  261.  262.  270.  2T<2 
Malaga,  165,  209.  216.  220.  221.  224.  22i 

226,22L  230.  231,  233,  235.  236.  232. 
Manriqtic,  Miguel,  'Z'20. 
Manufactures  of  Serillc,  ifil,  167.  170.  233. 

240.  301.  343. 
Marble,  211.  248,  297. 
Maresma,  54,  370. 
Mariana,  SL 
Marrine?,  IM^ 

Manclla,  'HZ,  SiSi  412.  241,  327. 
Maw,  SL  il,  afi. 

Matagonia,  IS^  312,  SSfi,  2^  233. 
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